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CB1 has been particularly impacted by numerous redevelopment projects currently underway and 

set to continue for at least the next five years.  These construction projects can have potentially severe 

adverse impacts from air and noise pollution to falling debris to traffic congestion.  It is critically 

important for CB1 to have staff and resources in place to monitor these impacts and intervene with 

government agencies to address problems that arise.  Moreover, Lower Manhattan has the fastest growing 

residential population in New York City, and this rapid increase is placing a strain on the infrastructure 

and services in the area.  A recent study by CB1 shows that the district’s population is projected to grow 

from 34,420 in the 2000 census to 63,561 when the current development boom concludes in 2013, an 

extraordinary 85% increase.  CB1 is helping to manage this rapid growth by advocating for the needs of 

our growing community and working in tandem with government agencies to ensure that the quality of 

life in the area will be sufficient to retain new residents. 

We hope that the City Council shares our strong belief that in light of the important functions that 

we carry out with a budget that is already so limited and has not grown along with that of other agencies 

in recent decades, Community Boards should be spared any additional cuts.  We believe that a decision to 

not proceed with these reductions would be in keeping with the emphasis that the City Council has placed 

on effective service delivery and quality of life.   

Thank you all very much for the opportunity to testify this afternoon.  I hope very much that with 

your support and assistance we will be able to continue to provide essential services to improve the 

quality of life in Lower Manhattan. 

 


