
COMMUNITY BOARD #1 MANHATTAN 
RESOLUTION 

 
DATE: NOVEMBER 17, 1992 

 
COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN: EXECUTIVE 
 
COMMITTEE VOTE: 6 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained 
BOARD VOTE: 35 In Favor 0 Opposed 2 Abstained 
 
RE:  Removal of Kathleen Davis as a member of CB #1 (for Cause) 
 
WHEREAS: Kathleen Davis' appointment to the Board was not made because she resides in 

CB #1 but by virtue of her having been an employee of a business interest in the 
district, namely, American Savings Bank, and 

 
WHEREAS: American Savings Bank filed for bankruptcy earlier this year and is no longer 

doing business at 335 Broadway, and 
 
WHEREAS: As best CB #1 has been able to determine Ms. Davis is no longer employed by 

American Savings Bank or Republic National Bank its successor at the above 
mentioned location; nor is she known to represent any other business interest 
within CB #1, and 

 
WHEREAS: CB #1's By-laws prescribe that absence from three (3) consecutive full Board 

meetings constitutes "sufficient cause" for dismissal, and 
 
WHEREAS: By unanimous vote on June 9th of this year, members strengthened this 

provision of the By-laws by calling for the automatic removal of Board 
members for non-compliance with this provision, and 

 
WHEREAS: Kathleen Davis has failed to attend the last three (3) full Board meetings: July, 

September and October 1992 (and no committee meetings since February 
1992), and 

 
WHEREAS: CB #1 has made a number of attempts unsuccessfully to reach Ms. Davis by 

telephone, regular and "Certified/Return Receipt Requested" mail; and the 
Borough Presidents Office's efforts to reach Ms. Davis have also been without 
success, now 

 
THEREFORE 
BE IT 
RESOLVED 
THAT:  CB #1 approves the immediate removal (for cause) of Kathleen Davis as a 

member of CB #1, and 
 



BE IT 
FURTHER 
RESOLVED 
THAT:  The Manhattan Borough President move swiftly to fill the vacancy created by 

Ms. Davis' removal. 
 



COMMUNITY BOARD #1 MANHATTAN 
RESOLUTION 

 
DATE: NOVEMBER 17, 1992 

 
COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN: EXECUTIVE 
 
COMMITTEE VOTE: 6 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained 
BOARD VOTE: 36 In Favor 0 Opposed 1 Abstained 
 
RE:  Inter-agency Initiative to Combat Rats in New York City 
 
WHEREAS: The Infestation of rats throughout Lower Manhattan, particularly in Tribeca, is 

of epidemic proportions, and 
 
WHEREAS: CB #1 almost daily receives reports by residents workers and visitors to the 

district of sightings of packs of rats ("there as big as...") in vacant lots and 
buildings, streets and alleys and parks and playgrounds, and this problem is 
currently the most frequent source of citizens' complaints to the Community 
Board, and 

 
WHEREAS: In recent years the numbers of inspectors and baiting teams in the Department 

of Health's Bureau of Pest Control has been decimated (currently there is one 
inspector serving all of the Borough of Manhattan) thus leaving the Department 
of Health incapable by itself of adequately responding to this growing public 
health and safety concern, not only in Lower Manhattan but the entire Borough, 
and 

 
WHEREAS: CB #1 is already on record supporting a dramatic increase in the number of 

inspectors and baiting teams in the Bureau of Pest Control (FY '94 Expense 
Budget request, priority number 5), and 

 
WHEREAS: It is universally recognized that rats are displaced and the rodent infestation 

problem exacerbated in neighborhoods when major roadway construction, 
sewer and water main replacement/reconstruction and other subsurface work is 
underway, and 

 
WHEREAS: We understand that discussions have already taken place - at the Commissioner 

level - between the Department of Environmental Protection and the 
Department of Transportation to determine if contractors working for these 
departments should be mandated to perform rodent abatement as part of their 
work, and 

 
WHEREAS: Again, we understand that the Commissioner of the Department of Health 

would need to agree to delegate some of the Department's authority over pest 
control to the Departments of Transportation and Environmental Protection in 



order for them to legally share responsibility in this effort, now 
 
THEREFORE 
BE IT 
RESOLVED 
THAT:  CB #1 calls upon the First Deputy Mayor to immediately issue a inter-

departmental directive requiring the Department of Health, Department of 
Environmental Protection and Department of Transportation to acknowledge, 
cooperate fully and share responsibility for addressing the serious rat infestation 
problem in New York City, and further ordering that the Department of 
Environmental Protection, and Department of Transportation be required to set 
bait for rats at all of their "in house" subsurface construction/reconstruction 
sites, and likewise require this procedure of their contractors, and 

 
BE IT 
FURTHER 
RESOLVED 
THAT:  The NYC Department of Health immediately and dramatically increase the 

number of inspectors and baiting teams within its Bureau of Pest Control, 
commensurate with the magnitude of the problem, and 

 
BE IT 
FURTHER 
RESOLVED 
THAT:  Community Board #1 requests that the Manhattan District Service Cabinet 

consider a similar resolution at its earliest possible meeting. 
 



COMMUNITY BOARD #1 MANHATTAN 
RESOLUTION 

 
DATE: NOVEMBER 17, 1992 

 
COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN: FINANCIAL DISTRICT 
 
COMMITTEE VOTE: 12 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained 
BOARD VOTE: 37 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained 
 
RE:  Proposed Designation of the Ellis Island Historic District and the Designation 

of the Interior of the Main Building (Great Hall) 
 
WHEREAS: From 1892 to 1954 Ellis Island and the Main Building served as the central 

point of entry to this country for over 12 million immigrants from countries all 
over the world, and 

 
WHEREAS: Ellis Island's Main Building, newly refurbished, is now a major museum of 

immigration history, and despite the poor condition of some of its buildings, 
Ellis Island survives intact as a remarkable historic site and as a monument, 
both awesome and humbling, to the history of this country and the millions of 
immigrants who have come here from all corners of the world, now 

 
THEREFORE 
BE IT 
RESOLVED 
THAT:  CB #1 enthusiastically supports landmark designation of the proposed Ellis 

Island Historic District and the designation of the interior of the Main Building 
(Great Hall), and 

 
BE IT 
FURTHER 
RESOLVED 
THAT:  CB #1 again expresses its concern over the poor stewardship of the National 

Park Service, allowing  many of the buildings on Ellis Island to deteriorate to 
the poor condition in which they exists today. 

 
 
 



COMMUNITY BOARD #1 MANHATTAN 
RESOLUTION 

 
DATE: NOVEMBER 17, 1992 

 
COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN: HOUSING 
 
COMMITTEE VOTE: 6 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained 
BOARD VOTE: 32 In Favor 2 Opposed 2 Abstained 
 
RE:  Importance of Removing Graffiti 
 
WHEREAS: Over the past few years almost all retail merchants in Lower Manhattan have 

installed solid metal gates over their ground floor stores, and 
 
WHEREAS: These gates have been uniformly covered with graffiti, and 
 
WHEREAS: These neighborhoods now have residential people living in them who must see 

the graffiti covered metal gates all night, weekends and holidays, and 
 
WHEREAS: The tourists visiting our neighborhood are also faced with seeing a deserted 

commercial area that looks like an abandoned blighted area, and 
 
WHEREAS: $100 million of tax payers money will be spent this year on removal of graffiti, 

now 
 
THEREFORE 
BE IT 
RESOLVED 
THAT:  CB #1 supports the efforts to curb the problem, and urges the exploration of the 

following approaches to end the problem of graffiti in general: 
 
1. Encourage other local groups to expand the program of removing graffiti 

from the solid gates covering store windows and buildings. 
2. Encourage merchants not to use solid gates but gates that have slats. 
3. Increase awareness from our schools and parents to explain the costs and 

negative impact on the community. 
4. The City Council should ask the Department of Buildings to explore 

standards for gates so that manufactures would have to make all solid 
gates with a graffiti-proof finish, or already painted (with extra paint 
given to the purchaser to use to remove graffiti in the future). 

5. Work with the local police to prevent graffiti and report incidents as they 
occur. 

 
 



COMMUNITY BOARD #1 MANHATTAN 
RESOLUTION 

 
DATE: NOVEMBER 17, 1992 

 
COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN: MASTER PLAN 
 
COMMITTEE VOTE: 6 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained 
BOARD VOTE: 36 In Favor 0 Opposed 3 Abstained 
 
RE:  "NYC Comprehensive Waterfront Plan" 
 
BE IT 
RESOLVED 
THAT:  The following represents Community Board #1's preliminary recommendations 

with respect to the draft NYC Comprehensive Waterfront Plan: 
 
  CB #1 recommends the rehabilitation of the waterfront with the aim of 

maximizing public use and access to it, both physically and visually, while 
limiting commercial and residential development, and height and density of any 
structures, and specifically: 

 
1. The FAR of any upland zoning lot should not be increased by 

transferring area generated by the footprint of any existing or formerly 
existing pier, without limiting the right to reconstruct or refurbish the 
piers. 
 

2. There should be a prohibition against any development over, on or in 
any existing water location which would result from the transfer of any 
upland development rights. 

 
3. The siting of commercial, non-water dependent uses and so-called 

"commercial waterfront-enhancing uses" should not be permitted at or 
on waters' edge and/or over or on the water. 

 
4. Public amenities, such as small-scale food concessions and restroom 

facilities, should be located on Marginal St. 
 

5. Governmental non-water dependent uses, such as prison barges, tow 
pounds and salt storage, should not be allowed anywhere in the 
waterfront zone.  Publicly-sponsored cultural or recreational events 
should be encouraged. 

 
6. Increased public transportation, including water-borne, is encouraged. 

 



COMMUNITY BOARD #1 MANHATTAN 
RESOLUTION 

 
DATE: NOVEMBER 17, 1992 

 
COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN: CITY SERVICES 
 
COMMITTEE VOTE: 10 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained 
BOARD VOTE: 38 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained 
 
RE:  Proposed new "Cabaret" Regulations, NY City Council Intro. 515 
 
WHEREAS: For as long as its members and staff care to remember CB #1 has weekly 

received complaints about the numerous problems which are routinely the 
byproduct of the presence of cabarets and discos in residential neighborhoods 
including, loud noise, traffic congestion, rowdiness and lewd and illegal 
activities, and 

 
WHEREAS: Equally as long, CB #1 has advocated a more strenuous licensing process and 

stricter enforcement of the limited and impotent regulations governing the 
operation of these clubs, and 

 
WHEREAS: The Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) in now proposing and the City 

Council is currently considering a Local Law to amend the administrative code 
in relation to the licensing of patron dancing establishments, catering 
establishments and powers of the Commissioner of Consumer Affairs with 
respect to unlicensed activities, and 

 
WHEREAS: The bill creates a new definition, "patron dancing establishments", i.e., "any 

form of recreation dancing by patrons of an establishment which is done in an 
area designated or made available by such establishment for such dancing", and 

 
WHEREAS: If enacted the legislation would in part: 
 

 Bar the issuance of new patron dancing licenses if the premises (a.) have the 
capacity to hold 200 or more persons and (b.) are less than 200 feet from the 
property line of a building that has a certificate of occupancy for residential 
use or a building that is subject to Article 7C of the Multiple Dwelling Law; 

 
 "Authorized DCA to deny, or suspend/revoke a license when a club has 

engaged in unlicensed activity while applying for a license or when a club 
has violated overcrowding laws on two or more occasions, or when offenses 
have been committed on the premises due to improper maintenance or 
supervision; 

 Enable the Department to consider the history of not only the owners-of-
record, but also that of the club's primary managers; 



 
 Empower DCA to close a club based on two or more adjudicated violations 

of the "noise code" within a one year period, and 
 
WHEREAS: CB #1 views this proposed legislation as a long overdue attempt by the City to 

assert greater control over the licensing process for patron dancing 
establishments ("Cabarets") and enable stricter enforcement of the regulations 
which govern their operation, now 

THEREFORE 
BE IT 
RESOLVED 
THAT:  Wholeheartedly supports proposed Local Law 515, and urges the City Council 

to expedite its earliest possible passage, and 
 
BE IT 
FURTHER 
RESOLVED 
THAT:  CB #1 strongly urges that the proposed local law be amended and strengthened 

to provide for the following: 
 

1. Mandating the hiring of additional enforcement personnel and legal staff 
by the DCA and DEP (including funding for the positions) in sufficient 
numbers to guarantee full enforcement of all provisions of the Bill. 

2. Limiting the number of and length of time between "continuances" at the 
Environment Control Board (ECB) which adjudicates "noise code 
violations.  To do otherwise is to seriously undermine DCA's ability to 
secure two or more violations of the code in a one year period. 

3. Recognizing and specifically addressing the special circumstance and 
unique problems associated with the operation of outdoor clubs e.g., 
Amazon Village on Pier 25, Hudson River, which the current proposed 
legislation does not adequately address. 

 
 



COMMUNITY BOARD #1 MANHATTAN 
RESOLUTION 

 
DATE: NOVEMBER 17, 1992 

 
COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN: CITY SERVICES 
 
COMMITTEE VOTE: 10 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained 
BOARD VOTE: 38 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained 
 
RE:  Sanitation Budget Cuts 
 
WHEREAS: The Department of Sanitation (DOS) has announced plans to institute further 

budget cuts for our area including the elimination of all mechanical broom 
services on Saturday and Sundays and all basket collection on Sundays, and 

 
WHEREAS: These cuts come on top of the drastic reduction implemented by the DOS for 

our district in July 1992 which resulted in over 80% of our mechanical broom 
runs being eliminated as well as the Fulton Fishmarket cleaning truck, all our 
handsweepers and a 54% overall reduction in personnel, and 

 
WHEREAS: These 1991 cuts were not equitably distributed so that our Community Board 

district received a much larger level of service reduction and subsequently has 
far dirtier streets then before, and 

 
WHEREAS: CB #1 is a vibrant, 24 hour community comprising the Financial District, 

Battery Park City, Tribeca and the South Street Seaport which are occupied on 
a daily basis by hundreds of thousands of workers, residents and tourists and 
which must remain clean and litter free if they are to retain these constituencies 
and draw others, and 

 
WHEREAS: These cuts are particularly unfair since the City has increased Sanitation 

services in large portions of Mid-Town Manhattan in conjunction with the 
Democratic National Convention and has maintained this level of service since, 
and 

 
WHEREAS: These cuts also come at a time when the Battery Park City Authority is opening 

up more streets and areas which the DOS must clean, now 
 
THEREFORE 
BE IT 
RESOLVED 
THAT:  CB #1 is outraged by the DOS's plan to further reduce services in our district 

which is already unfairly burdened with the last round of cuts, and 
 
BE IT 



FURTHER 
RESOLVED 
THAT:  CB #1 demands that the Sanitation Commissioner, Emily Lloyd, meet with a 

group of Community Board representatives and other local civic leaders to 
explain to us why Lower Manhattan has been inequitably targeted for such 
drastic reductions in sanitation services. 

 
 


