
 

 

Profile of Catherine McVay Hughes 

Throughout her 25 years of service to Lower Manhattan, Catherine McVay Hughes has repeatedly demonstrated 

her ability to unite people with differing opinions to reach constructive solutions. She has been a leader in caring 

for our community by working with diverse community and labor groups, elected officials and governmental 

agencies at City, State and Federal levels: to advocate passage of the James Zadroga Act to include healthcare 

and cancer coverage for residents, workers and students, and to expand the Victim’s Compensation Fund 

Boundary to Canal Street; to help break impasses between the Port Authority and Silverstein Properties that 

stalled reconstruction of the World Trade Center; and to work for many years with the LMCCC and NYC agencies 

as an advocate for construction safety and mitigation. 

For more than a decade, Catherine worked at the nonprofit government watchdog group, the New York Public 

Interest Research Group (NYPIRG). She worked with diverse coalitions to fight for the passage of NYS blood lead 

testing in young children, safe lead paint and asbestos construction practices in NYC schools and bridges, lead-

free playgrounds and drinking water and decreased toxic emissions.  

Her grassroots community organizing background, working with government agencies and elected officials, and 

testifying at City, State and Federal levels proved invaluable after 9/11. That experience combined with working 

at the Center for Children’s Health and the Environment (at Mount Sinai School of Medicine) and founding of 

AsthmaMoms (featured in The New York Times and linked to by US EPA) gave her the necessary background to 

be a forceful community leader on WTC environmental health issues and rebuilding efforts. She advocated the 

2003 law curbing diesel emissions, making NYC the national leader in the fight against environmental triggers of 

asthma, and she fought for WTC Clinics of Excellence for survivors and children, for environmental cleanup and 

for Clinical Guidelines for adults and children. 

Her engineering degree from Princeton University and international construction experience give Catherine a 

framework for understanding the rebuilding issues faced by our community including safety and logistics. Her 

Masters of Business Administration from the Wharton School is critical to understanding the complex balance of 

the rebuilding process from financing to oversight such as the in the allocation of LMDC’s remaining funds 

(starting in 2006) to include playing fields, revitalization of the East River waterfront, community recreation and 

cultural centers, and additional schools. 

The next two years are critical in the rebuilding of our community as we restore downtown to its rightful 

international leadership position – one that is sustainable, beautiful, livable and commercially successful – while  

remaining respectful to our past. We need to minimize the impact of construction, to address the shortage of 

school seats for local children and to promote affordable housing. Catherine’s oversight will assure that promised 

projects are completed such as Liberty Park and other badly needed open space for adults and children, 

including sports playing fields and passive recreation areas at Governor’s Island. 

Catherine and her family have lived one block from the World Trade Center since 1988 and she has served as a 

member of CB1 for more than a decade. As Chair of Manhattan’s Community Board 1, Catherine will draw upon 

her experience to continue the fight for the interests of families and business owners in all of Lower Manhattan’s 

neighborhoods. She looks forward to working together to make our home the best possible place to live and 

work and play. 



 

 

Committees and Boards 

 Speaker Silver’s School Overcrowding Taskforce (2012) 

 Manhattan Borough President Stringer’s Construction Watch Task Force, Chair (2008) 

 NYC Police Museum Board of Directors (since 2010) 

 World Trade Center Scientific Technical Advisory Committee (since 2011) 

 Gouverneur Healthcare Services Hospital Community Advisory Board (since 2009) 

 WTC Health Program Survivors Steering Committee, Center of Excellence (since 2008) 

 WTC Health Registry Community Advisory Board (since 2005) 

 Manhattan Community Board 1 (since 1998); Chair of World Trade Center Committee Redevelopment 

Committee (since 2005); elected CB 1 Vice-Chair (since 2006) 

 Manhattan Borough President Stringer’s Solid Waste Advisory Board (since 2003) 

 Presented U.S. Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton’s New York Magazine Government Award for contributions to 

New York City after 9/11 (December 15, 2003) 

 US Environmental Protection Agency World Trade Center Expert Technical Panel, appointed Community 

Liaison by Senator Hillary Clinton (2003 – 2005) 

 New York City Asthma Partnership (since 2000) 

 

NY Senator Squadron recognized Catherine with The New York Contemporary Woman of Distinction 2010 

Award for Dedication to Redevelopment of Lower Manhattan and Community Concerns 

 
McVay Hughes’s long list of accomplishments include addressing environmental health issues that have 
arisen after 9/11, “green” construction, construction safety, emergency preparedness, keeping Fulton 
Street and Cortlandt Street stations on track, securing community grants, educating the public about the 
dangers of hydrofracking in drinking water and pollution caused by dirty heating oil, and working with 
relevant stakeholders to move construction forward at the World Trade Center site. 
 
McVay Hughes has worked tirelessly on the community’s behalf on issues related to the rebuilding of 
Lower Manhattan and the World Trade Center site, ensuring that the community’s input, questions, and 
concerns are taken into account.  Catherine’s contributions to the community are invaluable – through 
her dedication and hard work, she has brought a much-needed community perspective to rebuilding in 
Lower Manhattan, driving the discussion on everything from health concerns with national implications 
to quality of life issues that affect thousands of neighborhood residents. She brings passion, creativity, 
and commitment to her efforts. 


