CommuntTy Boarp No. 1

James A, Stratton CITY OF NEW YORK Paul Goldstein
Chatrperson District Marnager

MINUTES
OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF
COMMUNITY BOARD #1
HELD
APRIL 11TH, 1990
49 CHAMBERS STREET, ROOM 610

The meeting was called to order by the Chairperson, James A. Stration.

Public Hearing:

Application by the American Sicck Exchange to legalize, refurbish, maintain
and use an exisiing loading dock and fo install an elevator It thersin.

No speakers

Public Session:

Preseniations:

Marieen Pennison Dance Company

Marieen Pennison - Presented the Company’s proposal for funding io
Grantmarkers Summer Youth Program, and requested the Board’s support. The
program consists of two summer workshops, set design and dance, Tor 30 children.
The workshops are o be held Monday, Wednesday and Friday from ©:00 AM o 12:00
PM for six weeks.

Mew York ity Transit Authority: Proposal io instail elevators and an
elevator kiosk at the Brookivyn Bridge Subway Station

Keith Wright — Representaltive of the NYC Transit Authority and Urban
Associates. Inc., architects, presented the proposal o provide eideriy and the
disabled access to the subway sysiem. The designh calis for installation of three
elavators (2 interior, 1 exterior) and a kiosk over the exterior slevator near the
existing staircase of the City Hall Park entrance to the Brooklyn Bridge {IRT)
subway station. The elevators, with a 2,000 pound capacity, will accommodate one
person in a wheelchair plus a companion. A single elevator will go from streetf leval
to the token booth level. It will be in Tull view of token agents and he monitored
by ciosed circuit television. The two interior slevaiors will go from token booth
ieve!l o the train platforms.

Extension of the temporary installation of "The Bull”, near Bowling Green

Park.

Arthur Piccolo - Bowiing Green Assoclation - Spoke on behalf of the artist,
Arturo Di Modica, urging the Board 1o support the request for an extension. "The
Buit”, a symbol of the upside of financial markets, was created at the artist’s ocwn
expense. The Mayor and the former Commissioner of the Department of Parks and
Recreation approved ihe original installation. The artist has filed all permits
reguired to extend the instaliation for six months. Public commants made during
the committee meeting were ali in support of an sxtension.
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Proposed restoration of the Titanic Memorial Tower at the Souih Street
Seaport Museum

Richard Pieper - Presenied the proposal aimed ai restoring the Titanic
Memorial Tower. The lighthouse-iike tower originally stood atop the Seaman’s
Institute before the building was demolished. It was donated to the South Sireet
Seaport Museum, and erected in 1976 on a small triangular park leased o the
Museum by the City. Plans cail for refurbishing the tower {o its original condition.
To address the committee’s concerns, additional height will be added for safety
reasons, l.e. the restored catwalk will be 13 1/2 feet above the sidewalk.
Illumination of the beacon will be external. The proposal must be approved by the
Landmarks Preservation Commission. Meanwhile, funding Tor the project is being
pursued.

comments by Members of the Public

Adrian Benepe - Despartment of Parks and Recreation - The DPR endorses
poth the permanent installation of the sculpture by Adolph Gottlieb in Tribeca Park
and the extension of the temporary instaliation of "The Bull" near Bowling Green
Park.

Susan Mareneck - Public member, Arts and Cultural Affairs Commities -
Spoke in opposition t© the permansnt installation of a sculpture in Tribeca Park
because it would limit space for temporary instatiations. 8She alsc oppossd the
extension of the temporary installation of "The Bull" bescause of the "bullying
tactics™ of the artist in not having previously foliowad procedures.

Rick Landman - Lowsr Manhattan Homeowners Asscciation - Reguested
support for the resclution of the Executive Committee regarding ineguity of fax
assassmenis for converted buildings in Lower Manhattan. Computation on g sguare
foot basis In comparison to buildings in other parts of the city is unfair and
impacts on resale values.

Executive Sessicon:

The minutes of the monthiy meeting held March i3th, 1980 were adopted
as presented.

Reports of Elected Officials:

State Senator Manfred Chrenstain - Discussed the following issues:

- The elevater to be installed at the Brooklyn Bridge subway station is the
result of legisiation passed siX years ago. The bill provides for handicap
access to major subway stations throughout the City.

- Financial problems are resulting in a major drop in revenues to cities
throughout the Northeast.

- State income taxes were cut in 1987 to encourage business to move into the
State. Republicans are urging cuts {n programs rather than increases in
taxes. This will mean a reduction of financial aid to the City whoss budget
is already %1 billion short. The State is mandated by law 1o balance iis
budget.



~ The issuance of Environmental Bonds is an appropriate step to take during
a major financial crisis. The State is issuing bonds to save the environment
by resolving the solid waste issue, and to purchase new park lands and
land abutting parks and waterways.

Adam Clayton Powell 1Y, Representative of Compiroller Elizabeth Holizman -
Distributed a brochure on the "Small Business Adminisiration Loan Program’.
Loans are avallable from $25,000 to $100,00C for small businesses. Applications
should be made directly to the banks. The Compirciler would appreciate any
feedback on the program.

Scott Shaeffer - Representative of Congressman Ted Wsiss - Announced a
meeting on April 19th with the U.S. Postal Service {fo discuss improvement in
services. A community conference is scheduled for April 29th, The topic will be
"Eastern Europe’. The guest speaker is Madelyn Albrightil.

District Manager’s Report:

Paul Goidstein - Reported on the following issues:

- The Canal Street Flea Market has permanently closed.

- Sites 5B and 5C are seen by the City as vaiuable development sifes. Ths
City continues in negotiation with the Mercantile Exchange 1o construct
perhaps two buildings. A meeting in this regard will be held with Michas!
Kharfen, director of the Community Assisiance Unit.

-  The igtter to David Emil, BPCA, on the South Garden {copies distributed)} was
the result of commitiee discussions.

- The 1st Precinct is providing IPN and S8BT seniors witnh irips to Pathmark
supermarkeat on an interim basis while the Board works on a replacement for
"Easyride”.

- A meeiing is scheduled with residents of the building in which the Odeon
Restaurant is located to discuss their objections to the Board’s approval of
a sidewalk cafe application.

Chairperson’s Repert

James A. Stratton - Reported on the recent two hour mesting with Ruth
Messinger., Twelve CB #1 priority issues were discussed.

A meetings was held with City agencies o deal with the lawiessness and
traffic and sccial problems on Canal Strest, Merchants are bearing guns. Cars are
double and triple parked during rush hours. Traffic agents are not showing up
to direct traffic and issue tickets. Residents are frustrated and angry.

A meeting on the pedesirian bridge proposed for Chambers Sirest and wWest
Street is scheduled for May 2nd.

The Tollowing people were appeointed to the Nominating Commitiee:

Harold Donohue, Chairperson
Iris Alex

Hal Bromm

Patricia Dillon

Una Perkins



Commitiee Reporis

NOTE: SEE BESOLUTIONS AT END OF MINUTES.

Executive J. 8iration

The Board approved a resolution by a vote of 21 in favor, 0 cpposed and
0 abstentions reduesting review and revision of the tax assessment formuia
Inequities of Assessments of Converted Lofts in Lower Manhattan. The Chairperson
noted that he is a resident of one of these buildings.

Youth K. Gupta
The Board approved a resclution: Grantmarkers Summer Youth Program in
suppoert of funding for Marleen Pennison’s Dance Company’s summer youth program

by the North River Foundation. The vote was 21 in favor, ¢ opposed and O
abstentions.

Landmarks Preservation D. Hupert

Presented a committee resociution: Brooklyn Bridge {(IRT) Subway Station,
Proposal Elevator and Kiosk in support of the NYC Transit Authority proposal o
install elevators and a kiosk near the existing stairway on the east side of City
Hatl Park. The Board discussed the capacity of the elevator. A moction was made
io request a larger elevator to accommodate more than one wheelchalr. The motion
falled in the absence of a second. The resocolution was approved by a voie of 18 In
favor, 0 opposed and 2 abstentions.

Arts and Cultural Affairs K. Gupta for J. Dixon

The Board approved a committee resoliutiion opposing the reguest for the
Proposed Extension of the Installation of a Sculpture, "Charging Buli”, The vote
was 11 in favor, 5 opposed and 4 abstentions. Statements of support by public
officials made at the committes meeting, and as represented by the speaker in the
Public Session were clarified. Parks Commissioner Henry Stern and Councll
Members in attendance at the commitise meseting simply raised no objections 1o the
extension. Discussion prior o the Board’s voie focused on The proper procedures
for installing public art and the merits of the artwork. It was because the artist
did not follow normal procedures for the original installation, the Board previously
passed a resolution asking that the piece be removed. Barbara Christen and Lioyd
Merrill spoke in support of an extension for the insiallation of the sculpture based
on public reaction fo it

A commiitee resoiution opposing the permanent instaliation of "Petaloid
Negative" in Tribeca Park by the Gottliek Foundation was tabled pending a
presentation by the Foundatich at the May mesting.

Financlal District R. williams for G. Kaller

The Board approved a committee resolution recommending approval of the
appiication by the American Stock Exchange o legalize, refurbish, maintain and use
an existing loading dock and install an elevator Hift. The resolution was approved



by a vote of 19 in favor, O opposed and 0 abstentions. The committee is discussing
the current business climate and possibilities for attracting hew business tc Lower
Manhatian.

Civic Center L. Merrili

The Board approved, with three condifions, a commiltiee resoiution in
support of the proposal for the rehabilitation of the Titanic Memcrial Tower at the
South Street Seaport Museum. The resolution was approved by a voitse of 17 in
favor, 0 opposed and O abstentions. Several, earlier committee concerns were
addressed by changes made in the design for resioration.

The meseting was adiourned at 8:00 PM.



COMMUNITY BOARD #1 MANHATTAN
RESOLUTION

Daie: April 11, 1890
COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN: EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE VOTE: & 1In Favor G Opposed ¢ Abstained
BOARD VOTE: 21 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained

RE: Inequities of Assessments of Converted Lofts in Lower Manhatian

WHEREAS: It is the intention of the New York State Constitution that real
estate tax assessment should be equitable, reasonable and based
upon the property’s fair market value, and

WHEREAS: All real property within the same tax class should be assessed at
the samse proportion of its fair market value city-wide, and

WHEREAS: Co-ops and Condos have been assessed at a higher proportion of
value than single family houses ever since the four tax classes
were created by statutory changes after the Hellerstein lawsuit,
and

WHEREAS: The City of New York encouraged the residential development of
certain manufacturing and commercial areas to create a 24 hour
urban living environment by creating special zoning districts such
as the CR and M{-5A/B districts, and

WHEREAS: The City of New York created programs o encourage the
conversion of manufacturing and commercial buildings to Class A
Multiple Dwellings and the construction of new residential
buildings, and '

WHEREAS: The developers reaped the benefits of the tax abatement program
for creating new housing, by passing the savings fo the
prospective tenant shareholders in form of higher underlying
mortgages tn their maintenance charges, and

WHEREAS: Thousands of urban ploneers moved inte lofis in these areas, living
here for vears without the public amenities and social services
found in most residential neighborhocds, and

WHEREAS: There should not be any discrimination of buildings within a class
or buildings due 1o geographic location (so that a $200,000 co-op
in Lower Manhattan should be assessed at the same rate as a
$200,000 co-op in Brooklyn or the Upper East Side), and

WHEREAS: A study has ciearly shown that converted loft co-ops in Lower
Manhattan are assessed beyond their proportionate values when
compared to other areas in the City of New York, and



WHEREAS:

WHEREAG:

a)

b)

c)

d)

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

THEREFORE
BE IT
RESOLVED
THAT:

J&/PG/Ima
res/resd.90

Valuation of a building for tax purposes does not take into
consideration revenue-generating rental space, location on the
block or underlying zoning, and

The technigues used by the Department of Finance currently do
not derive accurate assessments for Lower Manhattan loft
converted properties for the following reasons:

Lower Manhattan lacks an adeguate amount of comparabie, older
rent-regulated rental apartment bultdings which the City uses to
calculate assessments {only large area of rentals is in Battery Park
City).

Loft apartments have surplus interior windowless square footage
because of building design. This space cannot be constructed as
bedrooms, and does not have the same market value as windowed
square footage. Therefore 900 square feet in a loft bullding may
only create a large one-bedrcom, while 900 sguare Teet in a
comparable conventional building will ¢create g two-bedroom unit,
and a bedroom has a higher market value than a 10 x 10 closet.
Due to abatements provided by the City, co—op owners did not file
protests on the assessments even though they were beyond their
proportional assessed value.

Although the zoning encouraged conversion in many of our zoning
districts in recognition that the highest and best use for the
properties is residential (due to the long term co-op proprietary
leases), the land is often appraised by the City to be similar to
commercial land in surrounding blocks, and

Thousands of households will be severely affected by the
dispropeortionately high assessments if no remedy is found, and

The owners of converted lofts are only asking to pay their fair
share based on reasonable assessments, now

Community Board #1 urges the Councii of the City of New York to
call upon the Mayor and the Commissioner of the Department of
Finance to review the administrative and computer—-derived
procedures for assessing converted loft buildings in Lower
Manhattan as a means of finding an equitable solution; and to have
the City Council call upon the State Legisiature to re-examine the
difference in proportional assessed value (and caps) betwsen 1,2
ana 3 family houses and co-ops and condos.



COMMUNITY BOARD #1 MANHATTAN
RESOLUTICN

Date: Aprit 11, 1990
COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN: YOUTH

COMMITTEE VOTE: 4 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained
BOARD VOTE: 21 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained

RE: Grantmakers Summer Youth Program

WHEREAS: The Marlene Pennison Dance company has applied to the North
River Grantmakers Foundation for a $5,000 grant to run a free
summer youth program for young chiidren in Community Board #1,
and

WHEREAS: Their grant program is administered by the Department of Youth
Services and requires Community Board approval and involvemant
in the program, and

WHEREAS: A sub-committee of the Youth Committee met with Marlene Pennison
and helped develop a program that witl provide a combined art,
theatre and dance program twice a wesk for 2 hours for 6 weeks
to 30 young children in the Community Board #1 area , and ‘

WHEREAS: The Mariene Pennison Company has run quality programs for youth
in this community for several years including the Grantmakers
Youth Program for the past 2 summers which has been very
successtul, now

THEREFORE

BE IT

RESOLVED

THAT: Community Board #1 supports the Marlene Pennison Company’s
application to the North River Foundation to receive $5,000 to run
a summer youth program for cur local youth.

SB/ja
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COMMUNITY BOARD #1 MANHATTAN
RESOLUTION

Date: April 11, 19390
COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN: LANDMARKS

COMMITTEE VOTE: 3 1In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained
BOARD VOTE: 19 In Favor 0 Opposed 2 Abstained

RE: Brooklyn Bridge {IRT) Subway Station, Proposed Elevator and Kiosk
BE IT

RESOLVED

THAT: Community Board #1 supports the NYC Transit Authority’s proposal

to install an elevator and kiosk on the east side of City Hall Park, -
near the existing stairways, to make the station accessible to
perscns with disabilities.

HH/ima
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COMMUNITY BOARD #1 MANHATTAN
RESOLUTION

Date: April 11, 1830
COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN: ARTS AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

COMMITTEE VOTE: 6 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained
BOARD VOTE: 11 In Favor 5 Opposed 4 Abstained

RE: Bowling Green Park (Vicinity), Proposed Extension for Installation
of a Sculpture, "Charging Bull”

WHEREAS: Community Board #1 is concerned with providing all artists with
equal opportunities, and

WHEREAS: Community Board #1 called for the removal of "Charging Bull” on
January @9, 1990 by a vote of 26 to 4 because the routine review
process Tor temporary artwork was not folloewed by the artist, and

WHEREAS: The Board has been given no guarantee that the sculpture will be
removed at the end of the requested 6 month extension period,
and

WHEREAS: The Arts and Cultural Affairs Committee of Community Board #i is

concerned with preserving the open visual approach to the historic
site and the U.5. Custom House, and further, believes that the site
is inappropriate for any permanent sculpiure, now

THEREFORE

BE IT

RESQLVED

THAT: Community Board #1 opposes the request for an extension of the
installation of "Charging Bull".

HH/Ima
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COMMUNITY BOARD #1 MANHATTAN
RESOLUTION

Date: April 11, 1930
COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN: FINANCIAL DISTRICT

COMMITTEE VOTE: & In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained
BCARD VOTE: 19 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained

RE: American Stock Exchange, ULURP #880937 GFM

BE IT

RESOLVED

THAT: Community Board #1 recommends That the City Planning Commission

approve the application by the American Stock Exchange tor the
grant of a revocable consent (ten vears) to legalize, refurbish,
maintain and use an existing loading dock and stairway, and install
an elevator lift.

HH/ja

res\res4.90



RE:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

THEREFORE
BE IT
RESOLVED
THAT:

1)

2)

3)

BE IT
FURTHER
RESOLVED
THAT:

res/res4.90

COMMUNITY, BOARD #1 MANHATTANM
RESOLUTION

Date: April 11, 1990

COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN: CIVIC CENTER

0 Abstained
0 Abstained

COMMITTEE VOTE: 5 In Favor
BOARD VOQTE: 17 In Favor

0 Opposed
0 Opposed

Titanic Memorial Tower

The South Street Seaport Museum has put forth a propesal to
restore the Titanic Memorial Tower which is located at the corher
of Fulton and Pear! Streets, and

The brick, copper, limestone and other materials to be used in the
restoration will accurately depict the original design of the Titanic
Memorial as it appeared when it sat atop the old Seamen’s Church
Institute Building at 25 South Street, and

The restoration also calls for the replacement of the coriginal
viewing piatform or catwalk which has been missing from fhe
Titanic Memorial Tower for many years, Now

Community Board #1 praises the South Street Seaport Museum and
Jan Pokorny Architects for their thoughtful and well designed
restoration plans for the Titanic Memorial Tower, and recommends
that the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the schematic
design concept as presented to us provided that the foliowing

" three issues are appropriately addressed:

No signage advertising the South Street Seapori Museum should
be permitted on the Tower. A smali commemorative plague for the
Tower at its base would be appropriate.

Additional height must be added to the Tower for both security and
aesthetic reasons. We recommend that the entire base be raised
so that there is a minimum of 12 feet between the sidewalk and the
bottom of the viewing platform/catwalk.

We recommend that the Seaport Museum utilize exterior spotlights
to light the Tower. The reflective beacon light atop the Tower
should only be used on special holidays and occasions and all
efforts should be made to avoid directing this light into the
windows of nearby residential buildings, and

Community Board #1 calls upon the South Street Seaport Mussum
to obtain any necessary City approvals which may be needed to
legalize the Tower’s new viewing platform/catwalk which will
overhang the sidewalk.



PRESENT

HAL BROMM
MARGARET CHIN
BARBARA CHRISTEN
ANNE COMPOCCIA
SIDNEY CORON
HARGCLD DONOHUE
MAUREEN FLATLEY
KATHRYN FREED
MARGARET FUNG
CHARLES GAINES
KATHLEEN GUPTA
MEYER HAGER
DAVID HUPERT
GEORGE KELLER
LLOYD MERRILL
MADELINE PANTZER
UNA PERKINS

CHRISTOPHER POUSSAINT

BARBARA SAHLMAN
MARGARET SENTNER
JAMES STRATTON
BARENT SULTZER
ROBERT WILLIAMS
MADELYN WILS

COMMUNITY BOARD #1 MEETING

ATTENDANCE., APRIL 11TH, 1990

EXCUSED

IRIS ALEX

LINDA BELFER
CHARLES DELANEY
LOUIS DESALVIO
JENNY DIXON
JOSEPH LERNER
RALPH PEPE
ROLAND PERACCA
JOBSEPH RITORTO

ABSENT

BARRY ABRAMOWITZ
LLOYD CASSON
HOWARD CHAN
JOSEPH CUZENSA
PATRICIA DILLON
SASHA GREENE

JO ELLEN SHEFFIELD

GUEST

HON. M. FRIEDLANDER, B. FELL
HOMN. E. HOLTZMAN, A. POWER
HON. M. OHRENSTEIN, M. REED
HON. W. PASSANNANTE, B. GREEN
HON. T. WEISS, 8. SHAEFFER

S. MARENECK, PUBLIC MEMBER



ARTS AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

COMMITTEE MEETINGS ATTENDANCE FOR

THE MONTH OF APRIL

4-5-80

PRESENT

JENNY DIXON
KATHLEEN GUPTA
UNA PERKINS
BARBARA SAHLMAN

JO ELLEN SHEFFIELD

EXCUSED
HAL BROMM
CHARLES DELANEY

ABSENT
SABHA GREENE
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BATTERY PARK CIiTY

ARTS AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

4-23-50

PRESENT
JENNY DIXON
JO ELLEN SHEFFIELD

EXCUSED

HAL BROMM
BARBARA SHALMAN

ABSENT

CHARLES DELANEY
SASHA GREENE
KATHLEEN GUPTA
UNA PERKINS

CIVIC CENTER

4-24-90

PRESENT
LINDA BELFER
HAL BROMM

MARGARET SENTNER

BARNET SULTZER
MADELYN WILS

EXCUSED

ABSENT

SIDNEY CORON
HOWARD CHAN
BARBARA CHRISTEN
KATHRYN FREED

4-3-90

PRESENT

LLOYD MERRILL
CHARLES GAINES
MAUREEN FLATLEY
ROBERT WILLIAMS
IRIS ALEX

EXCUSED
LOUIS DESALVIO

ABSENT
MARGARET FUNG
JO ELLEN SHEFFIELD



FINANCIA} DISTRICT
4-5-80

PRESENT
GEORGE KELLER
MARGARET CHIN

CHRISTOPHER POUSSAINT

MARGARET SENTNER
ROBERT WILLIAMS

EXCUSED
CHARLES DELANEY
LOUIS DESALVIO
RALPH PEPE

ABSENT

BARBARA CHRISTEN
JOSEPH CUZENSA
ROLAND PERACCA

LANDMARKS
4-2-90

PRESENT

DAVID HUPERT
IRIS ALEX
BARBARA SAHLMAN

EXCUSED
HAL BROMM

ABSENT
ANNE COMPOCCIA
FEOYD MERRILL
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PARKS AND ENVIRONMENMT

4-24-50

PRESENT

MADELYN WILS

HAL BROMM
PATRICIA DILLON
BARBARA SAHLMAN
MARGARET SENTHNER
JO ELLEN SHEFFIELD

EXCUSED

ABSENT

ROLAND PERACCA
KATHRYN FREED
MADELYN PANTZER

WASHINGTON MARKET
4-26~-380

PRESENT
KATHRYN FREED
HAROLD DONOCHUE
MADELYN PANTZER

EXCUSED
PATRICIA DILLON

ABSENT

BARRY ABRAMOWITZ
HAL BROMM

ANNE COMPOCCIA
DAVID HUPERT
RALPH PEPE



WEST SIDE WATERFRONT (AD-HOC) YOUTH

4-26-90 4-2-90
PRESENT PRESENT
KATHRYN FREED KATHLEEN GUPTA

HAROLD DONOHUE
PATRICIA DILLON

EXCUSED EXCUSED
UNA PERKINS

ABSENT ABSENT

ANNE COMPOCCIA HOWARD CHAN

LINDA BELFER
GEORGE KELLER
ROLAND PERACCA
YOUTH

4-30-90

PRESENT

EXCUSED
KATHLEEN GUPTA

ABSENT
UNA PERKINS
HOWARD CHAN
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