
PROPOSED PERRY AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT 
 
The proposed Perry Avenue Historic District, located on the northwest side of Perry Avenue between 
Bedford Park Boulevard and East 201st Street in the Bedford Park neighborhood of the Bronx, is an 
exceptionally well preserved row of nine Queen Anne style houses dating to the early 20th-century. The 
houses were constructed between 1910 and 1911 to the designs of architect Charles S. Clark.  
 
In the 1860s, financier and noted sportsman Leonard Jerome purchased a vast amount of farmland in the 
northwest Bronx, leasing out a 230-acre tract in 1866 for use as the Jerome Park Race Track. To ensure 
the racetrack’s accessibility and to promote development in the area, Jerome began selling off his nearby 
properties, including the tract that would later become Bedford Park. In the 1870s, streets were laid out, 
gas and water lines secured, and blocks subdivided into lots for the development of single-family homes. 
The first houses were erected in the early 1880s, around the same time the New York & Harlem River 
Railroad Company began to run a few daily commuter trains to the Jerome Park railroad station, located 
just west of the subdivision. The development was home to approximately 560 residents by 1890 and 
consisted mainly of free-standing Queen Anne houses ranging in size from cottages of seven or eight 
rooms to much bigger structures on large lots with ample space for gardens. The neighborhood continued 
to develop, aided by the extension of elevated lines to Fordham Road in 1900 and to Bedford Park in 
1902, and by the construction of the Mosholu Parkway.  
 
By the early 1900s, the boundaries of Bedford Park had expanded and the population had grown to about 
2,000 people. The IRT Broadway-Seventh Avenue subway line and the Third Avenue Elevated were 
extended to the area north of Fordham Road in 1910, the same year Bronx developer George D. Kingston 
purchased the ample, still undeveloped Perry Avenue lots. Kingston subdivided the lots into narrower 
parcels of 25 feet by 107 to 111 feet and hired Charles S. Clark, a Bronx-based architect who had done 
previous work for the developer, to design the homes. Clark is credited with works including industrial, 
institutional, commercial, and residential structures. In 1892, Clark designed 464 Greenwich Street, a 
Renaissance Revival style store and loft building, now part of the Tribeca North Historic District.  
 
The charming three-story wood-frame Queen Anne style homes of the proposed Perry Avenue Historic 
District are characterized by alternating facades of yellow and red brick, and feature unifying details such 
as masonry quoining, splayed lintels, modillioned iron cornices, hipped-roof dormers, and sloping, 
imbricated-slate roofs. The prominent three-sided porches of numbers 2971 through 2977 and the 
projecting porticos of numbers 2979 through 2987 are supported on slender Ionic columns which further 
unify the row. Although plans initially called for ten fully-attached homes, only numbers 2979 through 
2987 were completed as such, with numbers 2971 through 2977 constructed a few months later as free-
standing structures. All of the homes are raised above fieldstone walls which enclose small front yards.  
 
From the 1920s to the 1950s, Bedford Park underwent a major transformation with the construction of the 
large apartment houses that now principally define the neighborhood. The houses of the proposed Perry 
Avenue historic district, however, remain remarkably intact, serving as a potent visual reminder of the 
origins of this Bronx neighborhood. 
 
 
  


