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(Former)STUYVESANT HIGH SCHOOL, 345 Easfl5th Steet (aka 33B51 Eastl5th
Stre¢ and 326-344 East 16th Street), Manhattan. Built 190530B.J. Snyder, Superintendent
of School Buildings, ardited.

Landmark Ste: Borough of Manhatan Tax Map Block 922, Lot 8.

OnMarch18, 1997, the Landarks Presefration Comnission helda public aring on theroposed
desgnationas a Landmik of the (former) Stuyvesant High &ool and the proposed desigina of the
relatedLandmak Site(ItemNo. 1). The hearingad been dulgdvertisedri accordance witthe provisbns
of law. Fourteenople spokeni favor of design#on, including AnneMarieBarash, assistaptincipalof
theHigh School for Helth Professions, and peesentatiesof ManhattarBorough Pregient Ruh Messinger,
AssemblymarBteverSandersCommunityBoard6, StuyvesarRark Neighborhoodssocation, New Yok
Landmarks Conservancy, and HistoDistricts Council.

Summary
The(formen StuyvesantHigh School was builtin

1905-07asM anhattarsfirst "marnual training" public

school for boys, one of the educational reforms

brought about by Wiliam H. Maxwell, first

Superintendent of Sdools Dllowing the

consoidaton of Greater New York in 1898

Stuyvesant,one of the firsthigh schools built after

thecreation ofa citywidesystemof publicseconéry

educaibn, was @rt of the vas school onstuction

program launched to meethe neals o the city's

rapidly expandng populaton. Designd by

Superntendat of Schod Buildings CB.J. Snyer in

a Beaux-Arts dyle, with disinctive dasscally-

inspired and Seesdonist deail, the fivestory, H-

planbuilding is orgaizedarourd light cairtsat he

sides. The mdn facade on BEst 15th Street, clad in

tan brick and limestone, is aiminaed by a

pedimenedentrance pavilionl&nkedby three bag

of windows on achside, while the East 16th Street

facade pf redbrick above a limestone bades nore

restrainedbrnamentaletal. Stuyvesantbecamehe

city's first high school to specialize in tlseiences,

andacheved aeputtionovertheyeas as oe ofthe

city's mogd prestgious hgh sdools, noted for

mathenatics,thesciencesandtechnolgy. Studets

were admited by competiive examinaion atferthe

1930s and, following a caurt decision, giis first

attendedthe <hool in 1969. Among the many

notable graduates were three Nobel Prize winners, numerous scientistisenmreticians, engineers,
doctors,and lavyers, as wel asjudges, pditicians,arcitects, and fgures h thetheaer, film, and
television. The scbol relocatal to Batery ParkCity in 1992. The orginal StuyvesantHigh Schoo
building remains inuse by he High Sbool for Healh Prokssons,the Institute for Collaloraive
Educaton, ard P.S.226, aspedal educaton program.



DESCRIPTION AND ANALY SIS

Public High Schools in Greater New York*
At the tun of the entury, a unified pblic

educationd system, including secondary schools,

was createl in New York City from numerous
independently administeed schol districts, which

had a variety of curmgula, grade divigins,

educatonal policies, and standads for pesonnel
selecton. Resporsible for developing this system
were severalindividuals and facors: eduation

reformers suchas Niclolas Murray Butler,whose
efforts culminated m the Schol Reform Law of

1896;the consadtation of New York City in 1898;
andthe daty charter revision of 1901.

Priorto this time, NewYork City did nothave
any full-time public high sltools, although some
courses,including "manud training" (such as
cooking,sewing, and woodworking), were offered
in eveaning high schools begnning in the late
1880s. h contras, the cityof Brooklyn hadbeen
aheadof New York: Central Gamma School
openedin 1878 with two addtionalgrades above
thesixth (in 1891 it launched two separate schoaols,
Boys'High and GirlsHigh); theManual Training
High School was organéd in 1893;andErasmus
Hall Academy (1786) becane ErasmusHall High
Schoolin 1896. There were al® high schools in
Flushing (1875) and Long land City (889),
Queers, as well as high school departnments in
severalStatenislandschools.Charles B. Hubble,
president of the New York City Board of
Educationannounced inte Annual Report of 1896
that

For the first time in the history of New York,

the benefits of secondary education are about

to be offered to the youth of this city, the

establishment of high schools having already

been provided for in an appropriation of two

and one-half millions of dollars by an act of

the legislature passed at its last sesson. It is

confidently expected that three model high

schools will be opened in the autumn in
variouspartsof thecity in buildings altered for

the purpose. . .2

Possibly it was not the best, probably
it was not the most economical,
certainly it was not the most
expeditious way to have all the
school-houses the city stood in such
sore need of designed and built by the
official architect to the Department of
Education. But, since that method
had to be followed, it is a matter of

Amongthe major proldms faced by thBoard
of Educationwas a tremendous shage of school
buildings. This stuaion was exacerbad by the
Compulsory Education Law of 1894,which
mandaédschool atendance unlttagefourteen, and
the huge inaeasein immigration atthe end othe
nineteenthcentury petween 1900 an@l910 alone
the city's populaion grew by neayl 39 percen).?
The city had acgired 125 rew schal sites in
Manhattarand the Bronvetweeri 884 and 1897,
and embarked on a vast ggram of school
constrution afterconsoldation. The plans made
in 1896 to construtthe frstfour new high school
buildings-- a girk'schml anda boys' schml, both
in Manhdtan, a school in the Bronx, and, at a
futuredate,a manuatraining schooin Manhattan
-- culminatedn Wadleigh High Schod for Girls
(1901-®), 215West 1M4th Stred; DeWitt Clinton
High School (190335), 899 Tertt Avenue;Morris
High Schod (1900-04), East 166thStreet and
Boston Road, theBronx; and Stuyveant High
School. C.B.J. Snyderasarchiect tothe Board of
Education, was responsikl for al of these
projects.

The Architect: C.B.J. Snydér

Charles B.J. Snycer (1860-19%5),
Superinendent of School Buildings, was the
archiectrespondle forthe planing, deign,and
constrution of al new and expanded sdioals in
thefive booughs afte consoldation. Appointed
to this position in 1891, when he ovasaw only
Manhattanand tre anrexeddistrict of the Bronx,
Snyderremainedin the st urtil 1923. Little is
known of his backgound beyond his birth in
Stillwater, N.Y ., and hisarchitectural gudy with
William E. Bislop. He was firstlisted in New
York City directoresin 1836, ard remained in
practce untilaround1936. A spedgalist in school
designSnyder was recognédas anationalleader
in this regardas eary as 1905:

wonderful good fortune that the
official architect chanced to be such
a man as is Mr. C.B.J. Snyder, who
not only at the outset showed such
distinct capacity for histask, but has
proved himself a man able to grow as
his opportunities opened before him.
Mr. Wheelwrightin Boston, Mr. Ittner
in &. Louis, Mr. Mundie in Chicago,



have done excellent service to their
respective cities in the way of
building school-houses. . . but they
have not had to do their work under
the same sort of pressure that has
been put upon Mr. Snyder, and they

Snyder'sachievement wagarticuarly remarkabe
giventhe scée of new schod congruction in New
York: "The magnitudeof the undetaking and the
reality of the reed fa thesenew schml-houses is
shown bythe fa¢ that,even afér seveal yearsof
activebuilding, thee are athis time seventy-seven
school-houssin various stage®f completeness
now in chargeof the achitect tothe Departmenof
Education,while contracts for twventy-four more
will shortly be made"’

Snyder'sconcern with hdéh and sfety ssues
in public schools focused on fire protection,
ventilation, lighting, aad classoom size. The
problem of school design n New York was
heightend by relaively constrided siteswhich
were necesgated by the high ost of bhnd
acquistion. As a result Snyder mtroduced he
efficient"H-plan" having wo side courtswhich
providedincreagd lightandventilation,aswell as
areador sak recretion® Theuse of stel ske¢ton
framing for buidings over four sbries hgh
allowedfor cheapeand faser consruction and an
increasednumber of windows. Because of the
needto produ@ so nany buldings in sucha short
spanof time, Snyder'sffice builtupon the degin
andplanning deasof earlier schoad as ipproduced
new ores.

Embracinga variety of architeatral styles,
Snyder's schools were comdered nventive,
handsomeand apropriate as civicmonumens.
His earliest degins cotinued the Romanesque
Revival style of Geomge W. Debevase, his
predeessor as Siperintendent of Scholo
Buildings, but Snyder dter moved ird other
idioms, such as Jmobean, Dutch Renaissce,
French Rermmissance, Colonial, and Beaux-As,
and he was credéd with the mtroducton of the
Collegiate Gothic style to New York public school
archiecturea styk which he succefidly used for
more than twenty years. His first fourhigh school
designsvere ead stylistically diff erent.While the
Collegiate Gothic and DutchRenaissance wre
employedfor thefirst three, Stiyvesant High was
designedn a Beaux-Arts vaent,with disinctive
classially-inspiredand S:cessonist detail °

A M anual Traming School ér Manhatta/
William Henry Maxwell (1852-120), first

have not had to adapt their
architectural treatment to as closely
restricted sites.®

Superinendentof Schools in New York City from

consoldationuntil 1917, was influential in many

of the initid reforms andaccanplishments of the
city's public school gstem, intuding te

estabishment of secondar education ad

constrution of new school bildings. Born and
educatedn Ireland, Maxwell immigrated to New
York in 1874, worked frst as a newspaper
reporter,and by 1880 was a teaher in Brooklyn.

He was appoinéd asso@te supdantendent of

Brooklyn schmls in 1882, and was ebtded

Superinendenf Public Instrution therein 1887.

He worked for passage of the Compulsory

Education Law, and under hideadership he

Brooklynschoolsystem was reorgaagd anchigh

schmls were estali$hed,including the Manual
TrainingHigh School. Maxwell was aéunder and
editor of the influential Educational Review and

was presidat of the National Edaation

Associaton in 1904-05.

Maxwell had greatinterest n providng a
variety of prograns andcurricula for the pubic
schoolsjncluding"manual traming." Theconcept
of manual traning, widely discused n
educatonalcircles rationdly in the lae ningeenth
and early twentieth centuies, changed ovethe
years as refleted by Maxwell's views on this
topic. Writing in 1887 on manual traing o
"industrial eduation; he thoughtthat ‘it is the
decay of the appenticeship system thahas ledto
this agitation for manual taining. The agitéon
expressewhat is reldy an ugent need- the need
of spetial schools to teach trades,"! such ashe
recertly established Ratt Institute (1884) in
Brooklyn. He further reflected that "thereare
some boys who do ndake kndly to the ordinary
work of the schools.From these theanks of our
truantsare largely recrited. Astherassomething
abnormal[sic]in ther characer, © they requie a
peculia training."*> By the time of hs efort to
establish a Manud Training High Schod in
Brooklyn in 1890, hawever, hewrote tha

in such a school, two hours a day would be

devoted to book work, one hour a day to

industrial drawing, and two hours a day to
laboratory or shop work properly correlated

with drawing and bookwork. . . nor would

such a school be an experiment. The scheme

has been fully tried in other places and has



been found abundantly successful. .. Such a

school would not teach trades. It would,

however, teach the principles that underlie all

manual trades.*®
After the Manual Traimg High School was
organizedin 1893 the first sich schooln what
became Greater NeWork),* Maxwell displayed
his progress/e spirit by bemoaning theattt "boys
aloneare almittedto theschool. In myjudgement,
this limitation is amistake. This schools now the
only pat of our system in which girls are not
accordedexacty the same adantagesas loys."*®
As City Superinterdent in 1899, Maxwell
delineaeda more advanceconcepton of manual
training in his call for the cration of a Manual
Training High Schod in Manhatan:

Itisnow realized that the manual training high

school in teaching the use of tools, without

aiming at making craftsmen, and in teaching

the practical application of science and art to

industry, forms the best preparation for lifein

the case of those who have a mechanical turn

of mind and who intend to devote themselvesto

any kind of manufacturing industry.

Experience has also demonstrated that the

keenness of observation, deftness of hand, and

mental ingenuity developed by work of the

manual training high school constitute the best

possible preparation for entrance to a medical

sltéhool or one of the great scientific schools. .

Manualtraining course (such aslrawing and
modelling,cooking and s&ing for gils,andwood
andmetalworkshops foboys) were intraduced in
many of theNew York public schools. The New
York Times noted in 1905that "it was mt so very
long ago when manual traimg, asit is known
today,waspractically an unknown field.. . Now
every school hat preénds to be modern and
thoroughhasits maiual training branches .. At
conventionf teaders itreceives more attenon
perhapghan any onef theolder and sipposedy
more dignified branchesof learning."*’

Stuyvesantligh Schoo!®

As repated in he New York Times in January
1903,Superinterdent Maxwell and C.BJ.Snyder
recommendedthat he Manual Training High
Schoolin Manhattan be one of the next tsuol
constrution projects'® The Board oEducation's
Annual Reportof 1903identfied the futue locaton
of the schoohs a gie on Easti5th Steetbetween
Livingston Placeand Hrst Avenue (title for ths
site, comprised of wenty-one lo$, had ben
acquiredby the City in Febuary 1898). The
Board's Committee on Bulidings n April 1904

presenédSnyder'plans brthe nav schod, which
were approwed by theBoard. A resolution also
was adoptedo transér the DeWitt Clinbn High
Schoolannex outof the former Public Schood7
building (1865),at 225 Eas®3rd Stret, and to
alterthatbuilding for temporary use a®¢ Manual
TrainingHigh Schod. Inthe Boards 1904Annual
Report, Snyder obseruk of the proposed new
school project tha
the contracts for all the others [Morris,
Wadleigh, and DeWitt Clinton] had been let,
leaving Manual Training until the last,
although there had been a Manual Training
High School in Brooklyn for which a new
building had been provided. It may have been
wise to wait so long, as it is doubtful if the
same results could have been obtained by an
earlier consideration of the subject, since the
principal had as object |essons the more recent
developments along the lines of manual
training in a number of new schoolsin various
parts of the country.?°
The same reportndicatal that ‘after a arefu
consideation of suiable names,he school was
finally designagd asthe StuyveantHigh Sdoal,
as being reminisert of the locality."?* A
constrution contracfor $615000was awardedin
August 1904 to the P.J Carlin Congtruction Co.
StuyvesanHigh School was offiially opened
in the former P.S 47 bulding on September 12,
1904,and was organized undBr. Frank Rollns
(selectedasprincipal in May). Rollins (d. 120),
a graduate of Wesleyan Univeity (1889) and
Columbia University (1902),came to Newy ork at
thetime of consdbation, taight at DeWitt Clinbn
and Morris High Schoolsgerving & head ofte
physics department),and wasprincipal of the
EveningHigh School for Men. The coersbne
for thenew Stuywesant High building was laidon
September21, 1905,by C.B.J. Snydr ard the
chairmanof the buiding committee.At that eent
Superinterdent Maxwell prediced "agreat future
for Stuyvesant ashe resilt of carefuly weighed
plansandlavish equipment." In Septembef 906
Maxwell repored that"the growth ofthe school
andthe enrdiment of boysn thiscourse have lemn
steadyandconstart,"?* necessitating these of part
of the newP.S. 1% on West 1@Bth Street & an
annex for Stuyvesant. Declaring hat "enough
rooms are reay for occupang to erable 5 to
move in,"?* Maxwell opened theew Stuyvesant
High School to tuderts on September 9, 1907.
Work continuedon the buitling, however,and a
formal dedicaiton and open houseid not occur
until June 12, 1908.
One obsever had nded duing construction



that "this is an advaced manual traing schodt.
The H-planhere receivd its mcst severegest yet
the New York school authdties conside the
structureto be supéor to anyotherschoolmanual
training schol, or trade sdool in existence."” In
a feaure aricle dter its opening,the New York
Times further praisal Stuyvesant High Schod:

New York is a leader in the reform movement.

Several years ago, through the persistent

advocacy of Dr. William H. Maxwell, City

Superintendent of Schools, it introduced

manual training into the schools. The

innovation met with great opposition. . . The
enormousattendanceat [ evening trade school]
sessions justified their existence and
abundantly proved that they were a long-felt
want. In the face of this convincing success,
opposition died away. . . Simulated by this
signal success, New York has now taken up
industrial training. With its customary
liberality in educational mattersit has planned

to give the innovation every chance for

success. An elaborate institution has been

organized for testing the experiment. It is
known as the Stuyvesant High School. . . With

the same care and circumspection that a

chemist exercises in studying a new element,

the educators have planned this institution.

Before itwasfinally projected an investigation

was made of all the leading technical

institutions. . . with a view to profiting by their

experience. The best points of all are
incorporated in the equipment and course of
study of the new institution. In consequence,

New York has provided a school which excels

anything of a similar nature in the country. . .

The investment of $1,500,000 which it
represents will yield abundant interest when

the graduates of the school enter the industrial

world. There, owingto their superior training,

they will make their influence felt, and will
contribute liberally to the prosperity of the
nation.?

Stuyvesant High's facilities included a
gymnasium, auditorium, library, laboratories,
workshops,as well as classrooms, drawing roem
and lectue rooms. Classes n the fouryear
program originally included Engkh, Latn,

modernlanguageshistory, mathematics, physics,

chemistry, woodworking, metalworking
mechanicadrawing, feehand drawind'physical
training," and music.

Later History*’
ErnestR. vonNadroff becamethe prncipal of
Stuyvesantigh in 1908, when Frank Rollins left
to becone the stag's AssstantCommissioner of

Education.Bornin Brooklyn, vonNardroff (1864-
1938) graduatedfrom the Schol of Mines,
Columbia University (188) ard from St.
LawrenceUniversiy (1903);hetaught phygs at
Barnard College and late headed the physics
depatment at Eragnus Hal High School. He
remained principal of Stuyvesant until his
retirementin 1934. In June 1908Superinéndent
Maxwell announced thaManhattan'dirst trade
school would open the nextfall as an eening
schol in Stuyvesantand cérified that"a manual
training schoolaims at inelledual andphysical
training with an al-around development in giv
while the trade sdool seels totrain expertness in
oneparticular line."® This diginction wasfurther
made by J. Geald Cde, editor d the <hool's
yearbookThe Indicator in 1911 (the first clas to
complete its studies in the new buildng), ashe
predcted abrilliant future for the stool:

The Stuyvesant High School hasa missionto

perform in this city. Now that vocational

schools proper are teaching young men
shop-work, Stuyvesant can proceed to take

up the work for which it was founded,

namely to give secondary instruction to

young men of academic tastes, such
instruction to be along scientific and

technical, rather than classical lines. . .

Stuyvesantisdestined to becomethe greatest

high school in the City of New York. For the

elementary school graduate who is of a

mechanical, mathematical, or scientific turn

of mind, the Stuyvesant High School istruly

"The Door of Opportunity."?°
In a 1909 studyf adozen manual traing high
schmls in the United Stads, Stiyvesant was
already sending an stimated 84percet of its
graduateso college while attheother ghools he
averagewas estimatedat between 25 and 50
percent.*

After 1920, admissin to Stuyveant High
Schoolbega to berestrictel to thoseboys with
excelentrecods inelementary school. Additional
courses in mathematics and the dences wvere
introduced, and Stuyvesant develped as New
York's first high schml specializing in he
sciences?’ Under Sinclai J. Wilson, a nogd
chemist and pnicipal of Stuyvesanfrom 1934to
19433 the sthool further increasd its clases in
mathematics, sciencesand humanits, whik de-
emphasizing the mechanical ats, and based
admissionon a standalized competive entance
examinatiorfor the firstime. In 1967 a Brooklyn
girl, denied admisgin to Stuyveant, sued the
Board of Education.The resiting courtdecison



openedthe schooko girls; fourteen gils entred
Stuyvesantin 1969, followed by 223 in 1970.
Over the yeas, Stuyvesantbecame one of the
city's most prestigious high schools, particdarly
noted for matematics, the sciences and
technology.Princpal Abraham Baurd boaded in
1992 that

our school almost invariably leads the

nation in National Merit Scholars, in

Westinghouse awards, in Mathematics

competitions, in Debating, in Foreign

Language achievements, in Poetry

competitions, in Essay competitions, and in

musical accomplishment.  Our school
continuesto win more scholar shipsthan any

in the city or the state.®
Accordingto a recentassessmentthe schoohas
graduateda smal, smart coumy's worth of
mathematicians, engireers, bidogists, chenists
and physicsts ptc]. .. and manymanydoctors.
More Stuyvesant aimni havebecome physicians
than any single profession."** Lawyers onstitute
the seconddrgestgroup.

The school hasproduced many nable
graduatesn a variely of fields. Scientsts have
includedGustaveDammin (1930),epidemiologist
and discoveer of he cause of Lyme diseas
JosephFile 1940), winner of the Errico Fermi
Aw ardin physts; Johua Lederbergl(©41), Nobel
Prizewinner in physdology andmedicine, 1958;
Robert W. Fogd (1944), Nobel Prize winner in
economcs, 1993; Avin Poussaint (1952,
psychatrist; and Roald Hoffmann (1955), Nobel
Prizewinner in chemisty, 19813° In the feld of
architecture have been critic Lavis Mumford
(1913) and architects Wliam Hohause (1913),
Herman Jessor (1914), and Philip Birnbaum
(1925). Graduateswho went inb politcs and
governmenhaveincludedFelix Wormser (19132,
Assistart Secretary © the Interior; Herbert
Zelenko(1922), HerbertTenzer(1923), Benjamin
Rosenthal(1939), and Jerrold Nadler (1965), all
U.S. Congressmen;Howard Golden (1915),
Brooklyn Borough Pesdent;Saphin R. Maltese
(1951), stae senator; Staley Friedman (193),
former Bronx Borough IPeddent; and Rchard
Gottfried (1964), stde asssemblyman. Justés of
the New York State Supreme Court were Saul
Streit (1914),Robet J. Trainor (1918) Hawld T.
McLaughlin (1922),Hary B. Frank (1922)lrving
Saypol(1922), Ttomas Chimera (1924), Samuel
D. Falco (1925)andEdward Greerfield. Sidney
Sugarman(1922) becanme a US. district court
judge;Roy Innis (L952)served aghairman ofltie
Congressfor Racial Equality; and Richard Ben-

Veniste(1960) was dVatergde prosecutdr. Noted
figures in the theadr, film, and elevison have
beenactors Jmes Cagney (1918), RoberAlda
(Alphonsed'Bruzzo) 1930), BenGazara(1946),
RonSilver(1963),andTim Robbing(1976); David
Sarnoff, presidet of Radio Corp.of America
(RCA); screenwiter/producer dseph L
Mankiewicz (1924); and TV producer Sheldon
Leonard (1925). Educator Albert Shanler (1946),
presidat of the American Federation of Teachers,
also dtendal Stuyvesant.

As the a&adenic body coninued to gow and
the needs 6 the ingitution changd, Stuyveant
High School requied a newfacility and reloated
to Battery Pak City in 1992 The original
StuyvesanHigh School budlingremains inuse by
the Board of Educatin for three speadailized
programsthe High Schooldr Health Professions,
theInstitute for Collaboraive Educaton, andP.S.
226,a pecialeducation program.

Descriptbn

Designed in a BeauxArts style wth
classicaly-inspired and Secessimist ddail,
StuyvesanHigh School ifive gorieshigh and has
anH-planorganizedaroundlight courts athe east
andwest sideslLocated beteen Livingston Rice
and First Avenue just edsof Suyvesant Squar,
the building extends through the block from East
15th Stred to East 16th Street. Streetfacades hee
six-over-six double-hung windows, which were
undergoingreplacement with wood sash #he
time of desgnation.

Main Facade (East 15th Street) This faade, chd
in tan brtk and Imestonewith stoneornament, is
rusticated on the first story, and has a metal
bracketedcorniceabove the durth gory. It is
dominatedby a pedimentedentrance paviion.
The main entrance othe grounddvel conssts of
three sets of doubke doors with transoms,
surmountedywindowswith keystones Original
wood and glassdoors have beeneplacedby
stainlesssteel doors; grilles orec coverhg the
windowshave beememoved; and hangig lamps
flanking the entance have bee removed. A
cornersbnewith the ingription "StuyveantHigh
School1904" is locatedto the wesbf the etrance.
The three sories above the entrance are
ornamentedby pilasters, spardrel pkhques, ad
(abovethe secondtory) afemale headlanked by
festoonsandsurmountedy a sgmental ach; all
three stories areenframed by cdossal pilasters
having captals ornamented by tge fesboned
cartouchesurmountedy female headset within



shells,and colossal tasseke foliate moldings.
Thelarge gmental window grouping athe fifth

story is sumounted by a cartouchemidg paim

leavesand is fanked by pais ofstylized pibsters.
A pediment with a modilbned metal carice

enframesa plaquevith the nscripton"Stuyvesant
High Schod" flanked by a pair of cormcopa. A

flagpole is phced above thpavilion.

The areaway has andn fence with atylized
geometric design, and squa stone posts wth
festoons. An iron gde andstairs lea to a fird-
story door west of the main entrare. Both
sectonsof the ficade fankingthecentralpavilion
arearrangedverticdly by threebays of windows
flanked by colossh pilastes surmounted by
plaques. Opeings on the first story are
segmetally-archedwith voussois,keystonesand
slendemilagers;metal mesh has been péatover
thefirst-story windows. Plaques athe ends othe
building on the fist dory are decoratd with the
Board of Education sal (west) am the New York
City seal (eat). Thesecad through the faurth
storieshave decorate metalspandrepanels and
slenderpilagers;thewindows on the fourth story
aresegmentallyarched. Onthe fifth sbory, above
the main cornice, rectangular fenestration with
keystoneds sumounted by paneled andnolded
corniceornamentedwith festoond plaqueswhich
are surmounted by cartouches at ether end. The
corniceoriginally hadfluting below and panslard
bosses &ove.

East 16th Steet Facade This fa@de, cadin red

bricklaid in Flemish bond abova limestondase,
has projecting end pailions, a metabrackete
corniceabove thedurth sbry,and norerestained
ornamentabetail The arawayhas an ion picket
fence. The main (cetral) entrancereahed by
stairs, congsts of thiee setof double metal doors
surmountedby pands; above each opening is a
window separagd by plaster bracket with a
chainlink motif that support aband with the
inscription "Stuyvesantigh School." Originally

each window was cowred wth a grille, ard

hangingglobe fxtureswhich were placed beten
thedoors have beememoved. An elaboratwide

gate structire in front of the entance s¢ps has
beenremoved. An iron cate and stirs kad to a
first-story door west of the main ertrance while

steps lead to the bagment east of the main

entrance.Brick spandrd pands are plaed above
the first through hird sbries. Windows have
paneledstone lintel bands, stonesills, and tfin

pilasters.Metal mesh hasbeen placed ovethe
first-story windows.

West Facade  This faade, visible from both
streets, consists of slod brick walls, partidly
parged. The westernight court potion of the
building is dso patly visible from eachstreet.

Report preparm by
JAY SHOCKLEY
Research Department
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FINDIN GS AND DESIGNATION

On the lasis & a cardéul consderaton d the hisry, the achitectue and dter
features of this buildinghe Landmarks Rservation Comimssion finds thatre (former)
Stuyvesantigh School s a special chacter and a speddihisbrical andaesthet interest
and value as part of the development, heritage and cultural characteristics dfoe®@ity.

The Conmmission further finds that, among its important quedtithe (former)
Stuyvesat High Sdool was built in 1905-07 s Manhattan's first tharual training” public
school fo boys,one of the edicationalreforms broufgt aboutoy William H. Maxwell, frst
Supeimtendentof Scloolsfollowing the conslidation of GreatemNew York in B98;that
Stuyvesant was one of the first high schools in the city bitér the creation of a citywide
sysem of pultic seconday edwcation, and was parof the vasschod construction pragram
launched to meet the needs of the city's rapidly expanding population; thatettseciiy
building was designd by Supeintendent ofSchool Buildings C.BJ. Snyder in 8eaw-Arts
style, with didinctive clasgally-inspred andSecessinig detil, and hasan H-phn
organizel around ligh courts at thesides; that thenain facadeon East 5th Street, cld in
tan brick and Imestme, s domirated ly a pednented etrarce paviion, flanked by hree
bays & windows on eale sice, whie the East 6th Sreetfacadepf redbrick abowe a
limestone bas, has more restined ornamentaletail thatStuyvesanbecame the citg'first
high school to specialize in the sciences, and achieved a reputation over the years as one of
the city's most prestigious high schoaisted for mathemntecs, the sciences, and
technology, admitting students by competitive examination after the 1930s, and including
girls in 1969 Pbllowing acourtdecison; thatamong tle many nable gaduaés werehree
Nobel Prize winnes, numerous sentiss, mathematicias) engirers, dodairs, andawyers,
as well as judges, politicians, architects, agdtes in the theater, film, and televisiamd
that the school building served ibriginal function until992, and remains in use by the
High School for Health Professions, the Institute for Collaborative Education, an228,S.
a yecial education program.

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 74, Section 3020 of the Charter of
the City of New York and Chapter 3 of Title 25 of the Administrative Code of the City of
New York, the Landmeks Preservation Comission designates as a Landikshe (former)
Stuyvesant High School, 345 East 15th Street (aka 331-351 East 15th Street and 326-344
East bth Sree), Borough ¢ Manhatan,and degnaes Boough ¢ Manhatan TaxMap
Block R22, La 8,as is LandmarlSite.
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