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POTTER BUILDING , 35-38 Park Rowaka 2-8 Beekran Street and 139-145 Nassdte$t),
Manhattan.Built 188-86 N.G.Starkveatherarchtect; BostonTerra Cdéta Ca, achitecural
terracotta

Landmark Ste: Borough of Manhatan Tax Map Block 101, Lot 1.

OnMay 14, 1996, theandmarks Preservation Commisshaid a publihearing ontie proposed
designatioras a Landmark of thieotter Buildng and theproposed designiah of therelaed Landmark
Site (Item No. 9). Thédnearing was continued to July 16, 199@1th No. 1). Théwearings had been duly
advertisedn accordance il the prowsionsof law. Representi@es ofthe 38 Park Row Residem€orp.
andthe Living Earth Realty Corpthe owner and the canercid lessee, spoke in far of designatin
butexpressed conces about regulatory policies. In additioepresetatives ofCouncil Member Kathryn
Freedand Frénds ofTerraCotta spoken favor of design@gon. The Commission hadso receivea
resolutionfrom Community Board 1 in suppast designatn.

Summary
The eleven-story Pter Buiding was

commissionedby Orlando B. Po#r, a

prominen figure inNew York politics with

prime commecial real estate holdings in

Manhattan,and constructed in 1883-86 to

thedesign of N.G.Starkweather, an ar¢hct

whohad fomerly praticed in Bdtimoreand

WashingtonD.C. Buil to replace Potter's

World Building,destroyed bfire in Janugy

1882, the Potter Buildng had themost

advanced fireproafig then avdable. With

its vertically-expressed d&p executed in

redbrick and brownstoneelored terra cotta

aboveacast-iron-cld base, and piatesque,

flamboyant fusion of Queen Anneneo-

Grec, Renaissance Reviyahnd Colonial

Revival motifs, the Potter Building was

distingushed stylisticaly from mog

downtavn buildings. Several aspecof the

PotterBuilding make it todayone of New

York's most sigticant survving tall office

buildings of the period prior to the full

development of the skyscrape Its

brickwark is among théhandsomest in New

York City. An eary building to employ

extensiveexteriorarchtectual terracotta, it

is a rare survivor of that goiod of

developmentof terra cottain New York.

Thehighly scupted terra caa, producedy

the Boston Terra C&tCo., was employed anotable "costructive” mannemi the loadbaring walls.
The Poter Building is alsoan impatantsurviving example @ a New York office building withinterior
framing mostly of iron, as well @one of the eaist surviing examples of anffice building having a
C-shaped plan with a ajor light court facing the streetts significance is enhanced by the fact that its
original design is rearlyintact (except br aleratons tothe @mmerdal base and light court), and its
visibility is heighénedby its prominent locavn facing Ciy Hall Park andy its tiree fully ariculated
facades.



DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

Orlando B. Potté

Orlando Bronson Potter commissioned the
PotterBuilding in 1882. A M assachaetts lawer,
Potter (1823-1894) moved to New York City in
1853 to assistin the devedpment of a sewing
machinebusiness; hewas presdent o the Grover
& Baker Sewing Machine Co. until 1876. A
prominenffigurein New York Demoaatic poliics,
heachievedecogniton by devdoping a planfor a
national banking system and arrency that was
adoptedby Congressin 188, ®rvedas a US.
Representative in 1883-85, ad was a mermer of
the Rapid Transit Commission in 1890-94. Potter
became extremely weahy, due lagely to his
commercial real etat holdingsin Manhdtan
(worthan estinated six millon dollas athis dealt)
upon which he concenated afér 1876. Besides
purchasng existing structures Potter
commissioned a numter of notable buildings,
among them 444 Ldayette Street (1875-76,
Griffith Thomas); 746-750 Broadway (1881-83,
Starkweathe& Gibbs); PotterBuilding (1883-86,
N.G. Starkweather) 35-38 Padt Row; 808
Broadway(1888, Renwick, Aspinwall & R ussell),
adjacentto Grace Churchand 4-8 Astor Plae
(1890, Frands H. Kimball). In 1886, Pater
foundead the New York Architecural Terra Cotta
Co. with his on-in-law Wdter Geer. At thetime
of his sudderdeath inJanuay 1894, Potér was
thoughtto have beenhe wealthiesman in New
York City to have déd intesate.

The Architect

The Padter Building was designed by Norris
GarshomStarkweather? Born in Vermontthe son
of a farmer-carpenterN.G. Stakweather (1818-
1885) was apprentied to a bdder in 1830 and
fifteenyears dterbecame acontractor on his owvn
in Massachusetts By the mid-1840s he had
estabishedan archiecturl pracice,moving by the
mid-1850sto Philadelphia where te speialized in
churchdesigns’. The condruction of the Gothic
Revival style First Presbytean Church (1854-59;
spire completed 1824 by Edmund G. Lind),
Baltimore, Starkweathes' fines¢ chuch, was
appaently the reaon for his relacation to
Baltimore in 1856 The 273-footspire of the
church, built of masonry, neessiated the mast
massiveand scientifically armangedron framework
everdone in his county, orin any other, b our

knowledge," acmrdingtoaconiemporary acoount.®
Achieving some renown for his eadiasical and
institutional commissions in the Gothic Revival,
Italianate and Romanesque Reviva styles,
Stakweather also designed some of the ost
notabe Italianate style villas in Maryland and
Virginia® By 1860 he @ena an dfice in
WashingtonD.C., and afte the Civi War became
the patner of Thomas M. Plowman in the
archiecturalandengineemg firm of Starkweather
& Plowman (186871).” Starkweathecontinuedo
be listed in Washirmgton directaries until 1881,
thoughnothing is krown of his careeduring the
periodfollowing the Panic of 1873. His letterhead
in 1877 read "Architect, Engheer, and
Superintendent, All kinds o House Decorations
Promptly Attended to."® Baltimore archiect
George Frederickeminiscedtiat "afer anerratic
career. . . [Starkweather] moved to New York."®

Arriving in New York City by he middle of
1880,Starkweathewas a partnesf Robert Napier
Andersonin thefirm of Starkweathe& A nderson,
"architects and superinéndents, at 106
Broadway®® From 1881 untilabout 1884 he was
the partner of Charles E. GibWd$;the ofice o
Starkweathe& Gibbs n 1881 was inftte World
Building, owned by O .B. Pdter, at37 Pak Row.
Besides the Potter Building, only two other
commissions by Starkweathe in New York City
are known, both with Gibbs:the prevously-
mentioned746-750Broadway(1881-83),also br
Potter, and the Second #enue Methodist
EpiscopalChurch (1882-83demolished) aB821
East 118th Steet, a Victoian Gothic gyle
composition with flanking asymnetrical bwers,
executedin brick and tera cata. Stakweather
diedin New York in December 1885, pgri to he
completionof the Potér Building, andwas buried
in Bridgeport, Conn.

The Tall Office Building in New York City
in the 1880s

During the ninéeenh century, commercial
buildings in New York City devebped fromfour-
story structires modeled on dtian Renassare
palazzi to much taller skyscraperdMade pssile
by techndogical advances, tall buildings
challenged designes to fashbn an appmopriate
archiecturalexpressn. Betweerl870 andl890,




nine- and ten-wry buidings tranformed the
stred¢scape®f lowerManhattan betweeBowling
Greenand Gty Hall. During the buiding boom
following the Civil War, buildhg envelopes
continuedto be ariculated lagely accading to
traditional palazzo compositions, with mansarde
andtowered rod profiles. Theperiod of the late
1870s and 1880s was one of ysistic
experimentabn in which commercial and affe
buildings in New York incorporated diverse
influences,such as e Quea@ Anne, Victoian
Gothic,Romanesqueandneo-Grec styledrrench
rationalism,and the GermaRundbogenstil, under
the leadershp of such achiteds as Richat M.
Hunt ard George B. Post. NewYork's tallest
buildings — including the seven-ad-one-half-
storyEquitable Life Assurance Co. Buildg (188-
70, Gilman & Kendall and George B Post)at
Broadwayand Gedar Sreet,the ten-storyWestern
Union Building (1872-75, Geage B. Post) at
Broadway and Liberty Street, and the testory
Tribune Building (1873-75, Richat M. Hunt) on
Pak Row, al now demolished — incorporated
passengeglevaors,iron floor beans,and fireproof
building materals.

Cageconstrution, employed in the 188s in
tall buildings in New York and Chicago, was
characteizedby theRecord and Guide as"aframe
work of iron or geel @lumns and girder which
carry the floors only,and do not cay the outer
walls. In the cage anstruction tke outer valls are
indepement walls, from the foundabn to the
extreme top, sustaning themselvesonly, and
therebre,the wallsare made lessithicknes than
if they hal to bear the floss as in ordinary
buildings such walls would haveotdo."? Ever
tallerskyscrapes were permitteé by theincreasng
useand refnement ofthe metal keletonframe, in
which the metal calmns andgirders supprt both
the floors and the ouwr (cutain) walls!® In
addition,severahybrid structiral forms were used
in tall buildings, such as theombination of loth
masonry and netd for interior vertical supports.
Fireproofng was of paranount concern as daffe
buildingsgrew taler, axd by 1881-82 systims had
been devised ® "completely freproof" them.*
While tall buildingsin New York City often had
interior light courts?® GeorgeB. Post § credied as
one of the first archtects to introduce and
popularze majorlight courts that fa@d thestreet,
a soluion to poviding office towers with
maximumlight and air,in thePost Buildng (1880-

81,demolished), 16-18 Exchange Race, am Mills
Building (1881-83, demolished),59 Exchange
Place,both of whichhad C-shaped plan®. The
Potter Building uilized the sueessful design,
constrution,fireproofing,andplanningtechnique
of these earliebuildings.

Pak Row: "Newspape Row'"’

The vicinity of Pak Row, Nassau 8ed, and
Printing House Squaréd?® roughly fom the
Brooklyn Bridgeto Ann Streetwas the centeof
newspapepublishing in New York City from the
1840sthrough he 1920s while Beekman Seet
becane the cenér of he downtown printing
industy.’® Beginning in he 1870s,kis aea was
redeveloped with tall office buildings, most
associted with the rewspapers amd Park Row
(with its adwantageousfrontage acoss fran City
Hall Park and theJ.S. Pos Office) and adjcent
NassauStred acquired aseries of importantate-
nineteenthcentury structires: Tibune Buildihg
(1873-75Richad M. Hunt, demolished)154-170
NassauStred; Morse Building (18780, Siliman
& Farnsworth; 1900602, Bamister & Schell),140
NassauStreet Temple Court Building1881-83,
Silliman & Farnsworth; 1889-90, Jmes
Farnsworth), 7 Beekman Street; Po¢r Building
(1883-8); New York Times Building (1888-89,
GeorgeB. Post;1904-05, RoberMaynicke), 40
Park Row, World (Pultzern Building (1889-90,
GeorgeB. Post,demolished),53-63 Pak Row;
AmericanTract Sodety Building (1894-95, RH.
Robertson), 150 Nassau Streetand Park Row
Building (1896-9, R.H. Robetson), 15 Park
Row.?°

Constructon of the Pder Building?*

The Potter Building's lot, at Park Row and
BeekmanStreet hadbeenthe loation ofthe Brick
Presbyteilan Church (1767, John McComb, Sr.).
When the churb built a rew edifice uptown, he
church sie wasdivided into two lotsthe builling
erectedon the nottern lothoused theNew York
Times. OrlandoB. Potterwith Boston fiends &hn
and Uriah Ritchie purchaed the suthernlot in
1857 for aound $350,000and put yp a five-story
Italianate style ¢one stucture (first known aste
Park Building) that beame the home ofhe New
York World (founded m 1880). Poter became the
soleownerof this buidingin 18672 Destroyed by
afire onJanwary 31, 188, inwhich several people
died, the World Building(as itwas then known)




"madeitself nobbriousthecountry ovefor burnng
up in the shortes time on recod."?® The Real
Estate Record & Guide specula¢d that'the ground
is so vduablethat it will no doubt be immediatdy
built upon, anda strudure will take its place hat
will vie with the severalkuperb bddings in its
neighborhood."?* Poter, understadably
determinedto replace theWorld Building with a
structure having themost advanced féproofing
thenavailable, hal suffered reavyfinancial lossin
the fire.® The Record & Guide announced on
February 18, 182, tha

Mr. O.B. Potter proposesto erect on the site of

the structure so recently destroyed by fire. . .

one of thelargest office buildings yet erectedin

New York. Mr. Potter proposes to have this

building absolutely fireproof inside as well as

outside . .. The building will be eleven stories

high, the fronts being constructed of pressed

brickand terracotta ... Itisproposed to fit up

the first floor for banking houses, while the

upper stories will be devoted to offices for

lawyers and general business purposes. It is

theintention of the owner to makethisstructure

an ornament to the neighborhood and in

keeping withthe numeroushandsomebuildings

by which it will be surrounded.?®
Costshowever, delgedconstrution until the next
year? The Record & Guide finally indicatedin
April 1883 that foundation work on Potter's
building had comnenced: "The stctur is b be
madeabsolutely fire-prof. A furnacewill be put
up on the premises to tet the vaious buiding
mateials that Mr. Poter hasunder congleraton.
Mr. Starkweathes' plans hae been adoptednd
thework will be pushedas rapdly as good buding
will permit."?®

The World Building fire had occured while
Potter's 746-750 Broadway building was under
constrution, andthe firms working on that mject
were retainal for the corstruction of the Pdter
Building?® The dy after archited N.G.
Starkweathefiledhis pans for hePotteBuilding,
theNew York Timesannounced thdahe eéven-gory
office building, with gound-stoy commercial
spaces,was to cost $70,000, and that "the
materialsused in he constuction ofthewalls and
front will be the kest brcks, pressed bricksterra
cotta,and irn . . . The rof and floor beans will
be of rolled iron, and all floors exceptthe
basenent, will be laid on iron grders.”® The
Record & Guide in March 1884 eported hat "the
Potterbuilding is going forward rapidly."** Five
companies apparently supplied the exteri@ast

iron and interior stwuctural ironwork for the
building (New York City Iron Works,J.M. Duclos
& Co., H.W. Adans & Co., Lehigh lon Co,, and
JacksonArchitectural Iron Works), while Thomas
Armstrongwas themason®? TheFireman's Herald
thoughtthat "the newstructue will be fanous as
theresult ofmuchthought ard many experiments
in order to put up andealfireproof building, and it
will endue for ages ... Thework is not done i
contract,but bythe dayand every detil undegoes
inspection."*® In additon, there was a bricklayers'
strike in 18843 thus the etsmated costof the
projectin May 1885 rosea 1.2 nillion dollars.
Construdion was completed athte end of June
1886.

Todaythe Potér Building is re&ognizel as an
important andrare suviving example of an 1880s
fireproofedNew York office bulding withinterior
framing mostly d iron. The independerdgxteror
brick walls vary in thickness fom forty incheson
the ground stoy to twenty nches onthe umper
stories.  Inteior hollow cast-fon stuctural
columnsare encaed inwire netting covered with
"lime water," fire brick, and plaser; flanged
wrought-iron joists, set into the brick alls, carry
wrought-ironbeams; flatarch tle fireproofing ("a
spedally construted brck ofthe besfire-ressting
qualities"),® between ad ercasirg the jdsts, is
coated with plaster and floors are laid with
concreteand piece®f stoneandbrick. In each of
the building's wings o the ast and west othe
light court) an inteior masonry wall § set
perpendicudr to the court, for addtional floor
suppat and braaig of the buildng3® The
Fireman's Herald opined tha "on thefloors and
ceilings depend the whole theoy and pradte of
fire-proofing."*” King's Handbook of New York in
1892 called the Poter Building "one of the most
subgantially condructed and dsolutely fireproof
among the dfice buildings in the metropolis."®
Besides the eéven above-ground gdries, the
building has two basement stogs; four pasenger
elevatorswere originally located in a bbby that
extended through the north end of the bulding.

Design of the Paér Building
The PotterBuilding, designed by aon-New
York archiect with a péturegjue, famboyant
fusion of Queen Anne, neo-GredRemissane
Revival, and Colonial Reviva motifs, was
distinguishedstylistically from mast downtown
Manhattan office huildings. The vertcally-




expresseddesign, executed n red bick and
brownstone-calredterra cottaabove a casiton-
cladbaseijs organzed by contiuouspiersflanking
pairedfenestation. Thenorthenmost bay orboth
the Park Row and [dssau Stred facacdes is
narrower,corresponding functionally totheinterior
elevabr halls. Articulation on all threefacacdes is
similar, the wals elaborated byrnamentaldrra-
cottacapitds, pedinents, seqientd arches, panels,
and corbelling. The building's brekwork,
incorpomting molding and pattrns,is among the
handsonestin New York City. The quadrihteral
shape othe lotand theacute andg crea¢d by the
juncture of Park Row and Beekan Streetwere
skillfully adaged intothe design, which features a
dramatic, cdossd threequarterround cdumn
terminding in a pinnacle a this primary corne.
The roofline is furthe punctua¢d by finals and
broken scroll pediments with urns Seveal
elements of the Poter Building can beseen in
Stakweatter's earlier work, swch as an owrall
picturesquenesgxploifation ofadramatic corner,
theuseof prominent panacles angedimentsand
elaboraiton of windows. The PotterBuilding
providedan intgesting contrast with its adpacent
neighbors,the sightly earlier Temple Court and
MorseBuildings.

Contemporarycommenton the Po#rBuilding
was decidedly mixed (as it was i most
prominent tall buildings of the late nineteenth
century in New York). A critic with theRecord &
Guide in 1885 was particularly scathing,asing
that"thereis notan inteestng or refned piee of
detail in the whole bulding . .. All the goodwork
thathas been donie reent archiectue has been
thrownaway on the designef the Poter bulding,
which is carse, pretenious, overloaded and
intensely vulgar."*® Interestigly, this citic also
viewedunfavarably the verticality 6the design (a
hallmark of later favorable citicism on the
progressia of skyscraper design):

There isno effort visible anywhere to broaden

thefrontsand keep them down. Thereisnot an

emphatic horizontal line anywhere, with the
single exception of the main cornice. Even the
demar cation between the principal divisionsis

not brought out, while the vertical lines are

everywhere emphasized so as to make the

building look spindling.*
Carpentryand Building in 1885 renarked, however,
that

one of the most conspicuous new buildings in

the lower part of New York City is the Potter

Building . . . noticeable to the casual visitor

particularly on account of its hight [sic], and

also on account of the combined use of iron

and brick on the outsidewalls. .. A prominent

feature of the building is the extensive use of

terra-cotta . .. The front of the principal story

and the story immediately above it are of cast

iron. Iron trimmings are also used in some of

the stories above these, and a judicious

combination of iron with brick, and iron with

terra-cotta, is a marked feature of the exterior

treatment.*
King's Handbook in 1892 thought that "the really
noble proportbns of thePotterBuilding, and the
impressivecharacter ofitsarchiecturemake itone
of the grat and illustrious monunents of
commercialsuacess in the Empire City."*? And in
1899 the History of Architecture and the Building
Trades of Greater New York found thatthe buitling
"as a designs unusual ad perhaps exssivein
detail, but has geatinterestin the dspostion of its
masse."*?

The PotterBuilding is an eagt exampég, and
oneof the earliest survivingof aNew York office
building having a Gshaped plan with amajor light
courtfacing the street (lre Be&kman Street).The
Record & Guidenoted thathecourtwas "similar to
thoseof the Posand Mills buildings," whik the
Fireman's Herald thought the building "is so
dividedthat it looks dmost like two buildings.™*
Today the Pdter Building is acne o New York's
most notablesurviving tall office buildings of the
period prior to the fll devebpment of the
skyscraper. Its sgnificance § enhanced bghe fad¢
thatits original desgn is nearly ntact except for
alterationsto the conmercial base andight court).
Its visibility isheightend by itsprominenfocation
onPark Row facingCity Hall Park and byts three
fully articulated facades

The Potter Bulding and Architectural Tera
Cotta

in New York City*

While there wereseverahttemptsn the1l850s
to employ terra cdta for architectural omament in
New York,* it was afer the Chicag@nd Boston
firesof 1871-72hat tera coth began to based as
asignificantinteiior and ex¢riorbuilding material
in the United SAtes. Walter Geer ob=rved that
"by these ifres t was conclusiely demonstrad
that fire-proof buidings could not bemade of
unprotected store or ion, and hat only bick and
terra-ootta walls were pacticdly fire-proof. This




increagduseof brick work, andof terra-cota as a
construtive and decorate materialin connedbn

with brick work, revived he demand for he

manufacture of this materialin or nea New

York."*” Advantages sen in tera cotia for both

exterior architectural onament ard interior

fireproofing included its ireproof properties,
strengh, durability, lower cog and weight in

shippingandhanding, therelativeease vith which

elabaate decaation coud be molded, andhe

retenton over time of crisp ornamental prafes

comparedto sbne. h the 1870s andagly 1880s
archiectural terra cottawas oftena cobr that
matchedstone (conmonly brownstone, buff ored)

that could be employedni pleasanfuxtapostion

with brick, or as a shstitute for brownstone. The

Record & Guide remarked that duing this perod

"terracottais most geneddy used for he trmming

andornamentatin of buidings,taking he form of
panels,coursesfriezes, sall tiles, nofing tles

and paving blocks."*®

GeorgeB. Post was théeader in New York
City in the u® of exerior tera cottg in hisdesigns
for the Braem House (1878-80, demolished), 15
East37th Stred;*® Long Island Historicd Sodety
(1878-81), 128 Pierrgont Street, Brooklyn, for
which a contemporary sai'the materialhas been
employed,for the first time in the United States,
bothfor thebuilding materialand for alldecoraive
detaik";>* New York Produce Exchangd 881-84,
demolished), 2 Broadway; and Mills Buildig.
Among other conterporay archiects who
employedterra cdta were Silliman & Farnsworth,
in the Morse Building, then considered the first
prominentNew York office bulding to employ
exterr terra cotta (tough it was usé spaingly
for archiectural detdls, in conunction with
molded red and lack brick), andTemple Caurt
Building;and Kimball & Wisedel, designersofthe
Casino Theater 1881-82, demoshed), 1400
Broadway, an eany New York building haing
highly intricate, otic terra-cotta ornament.

The Potter Building was an edy and
significant building to employ exterige exteaior
archiecturalterracotta. (King'sHandbookin 1892
claimed,inaccuraely,that itwas "the firsbuilding
erected in this city which was elalrately
ornamentedvith terra cotta."**) Today the buiing
is a mre surwor of that perod of development of
tera cottain New York. The érra cota on the
PotterBuilding, highly sculpted in comparisan to
the lower relef tera-cota paels and nore

judicioususe ofterracottafound more typicdy on
contemporary buildings, was producedy the
Boston Terra CottaCo.>* One of the first terra
cottafirms onthe EastCoast, he Boston company
featued the Potr Building in its 1885 catalgue,
declarng that the terra cota was "used
condructively -- fully demonstratig the greta
bearingstrengh (when properly s¢) of the work
madeby the Boston Tear Cotta Cd'*>® The term
"constuctively" refers to he manner in which the
terra cottawas fully integmated into he exteror
brick bearing walls ofthe Pdter Building. Sane
540tons of terra cotta ereemployed in the Ptdr
Building, which was furthecalled in 1888

an example of the best use of terra-cotta, both

for constructive and ornamental purposes. . .

No building yet erected in this country is more

solidly constructed, and the weight supported

by the piersand archesis simply enormous. If

stone had been used in place of terra-cotta, the

weight to be supported would have been more

than doubled, and therisk and cost of handling

would have been greatly increased, to say

nothing about the first-cost of stone work, as
heavily carved and richly ornamented as the
terra-cotta work used in this building.%*

James Taylor (18391898), "he father of
American tara cotta,"*® wassuperinéndent of e
BostonTerraCotta Co. during consuction of the
PotterBuilding. Firstrising to supeintendentof
J.M. Blashfield's terra ctéta works in Stamford,
England, Taylor left and ater siperinended the
ChicagoTerra-Cota Works in 1870-76 hie period
duringwhich Chicagowvas the leadhg locaton for
Americanterra cottamanuactuiing. He advised
the estallishment ofthe A. Hall & Sons Fire Bigk
Worksin 1877 (Peth Amboy TerraCotta Co. after
1879) in New Jersey. After the owner of e
Chicagofirm cdlaborated with the Boston Fire
Brick Co.after1876, b meet the demand feoerra
cotta on the East ast, thisplant subsequertly
becamethe Boston Tea Cotta Co. inl880 and
Taylorbecame superiahdent thee. Geerrepaded
that Taylor "was fequently n New York
supervisng the seting of the terra cota [for the
PotterBuilding], and had numerous opportties
of meeting Mr. Potte who always persorally
looked after the construction of his buildings."®
O .B. Potterdecided toorganize his ovn firm,*’ the
New York Architectual TerraCotta Co.,which
was launched n January 1886 withWalter Geer
and his faher, AsahelClarke Geer; Tawrr was
superinéndentuntil he retiral in 1893. Il-starred




to say the d¢ast,Pottersaw his ne terra cotta
worksin Long IshndCity totally destroyedby fire

in July 1886 (it wasmmediately rebuilt)?® The

company,the only major ardiitectural tara cdta

firm in New York City, became one athe largest
suchmanufacturesintheUnited Sta¢s, emaining
in businesauntil bankruptcyin 1932. WalterGeer
credied George B. Post ard Orlando B. Poter &

thetwo men mastrespondile forthe promotion of
terra cottain New York City, praishg Potterfor

having"employed tera cottalargel in all of the
numerousbuildings which he ereetd, and yho]

did much byhis example, ard alsoby hisadvocacy
of the materal on al occasons, b promot ard

enoourageits use."*

Early Tenants®

King'sHandbook mentioned thathereweretwo
hundmred offices in he PotteBuilding, "including
those of seveal newspger and penddical
publishersinsurame and oher conpanies, lawers
and professional men.” Among its newspaper
tenarts were the elitorial and bugsiess ofifces of
The Press, apopular penny newspaper foundedin
1887with ties to he Republican p&y, and theNew
York-Observer, the oldet American rdbious
newspaperstaredin 1823and previouly located
in the World Building untl thefire. Other terants
includedPeter Adams Coand Adams & Bishop
Co., manufacturersof fine papers dr printng,
maps,photographyetc; theMutual Reserve Fund
Life Associaton, esablished in 188land thethen-
largestassessmennsurance ifm in the wort;*
the busness offices d Otis Brothers & Co.,
manuacturers of elevdors snce 1855 andhke
leading maker of passenger @vators the New
York Architedural Terra Cotta Co. offices; and
0O.B. Potter himself, on the topfloor.

Later History®®

After Orlando B. Potteés death n 1894, he
Potter Building was conveyedotthe O.B. Po#r
Trust (Estate bOrlando B. Pdter)®* then in1913
to O.B. Potter Properes, Inc. Frederck Potter
(1856-1923), a lawyer whohad assted hs fathe
with family real esta¢ since 1880,becane
administrator of the estat and la¢r serve as
presidatof O.B. PoteérProperties® The firmsold
the PotterBuilding in 1920 to Aroson Investng
Co., Inc.,"relinquished n the bestnterests ofthe
[Potter] Estatewith the changes browght about in
the city's development.”™® O.B. Potter's daughter,

Blanche, statedthat, dwe to financial worries in
1919, the family sold some of # real eshte,
including the Potter and Empire iBldings®’ In
1923the Potér Building was caveyed to Parbe
Realty Corp., hento Gening Realty Corpn 1929,
to 38 Park Row ©rp. in 1931, and bacto Parbee
in 1932. Seaman's Bank f@avings foeclosed on
the propetty in March 1941, holding it until 1945,
when it was purchaed by Beepk Estats, hc.
(later Beepark RealtyCo.). The majoty of
twentieth-century officetenants verelawyers and
accountants.The 38 Park Row @rp. aquired he
buildingin 1954and freld it urtil 1973, when itvas
sold to Pace Collge, which inénded o denplish
four adjacentbuildings for he constuction of a
largeoffice toweron Park Row. Afterthis £heme
fell through,Pacesold he PotteBuilding in 1979
to 38 ParkRow Associag¢s, ajoint venture ofthe
EastRiver SavingsBank with the BOMA, Ltd.,
partnership (Martin J.Raynes and Robert Stang,
principals). The buildhg was convertednio a
cooperatve with loft apartments ad the property
wasconveyedto the 38 Park Row ResidenCGm®rp.
in 1981.

Descriptbn®

Theeleven-tory (plus two basement sties) Poter
Building hasthreeprincipd facades onPak Row,
BeekmanStreet and Nassau &et;the C-shape
planof the buildingallows for a major light court
(now altered) above he thid story onBeekman
Stred. The building, of freproofed congtuction
with mostly iron framing, is clad in castfon onthe
two stoies of he base,and red bk and
brownstonecoloredterra cotta ortte upper stories.
Articulation on the three faades is simlar,
organized by continuous pers dtemaing with
paired fenestrdion; there $ a high dege of
ornamentationin the cast iron, brick, anderra
cotta. A colossal threequarter-round cdumn is
placedon the acw primary cornewof Park Row
andBeekmanSteet Windowshave one-oveone
double-hungwood sash (tereare some extesr
storm windows). An exterior resbration,
performedin 1992-93 bySiri & M arsik, archiects,
with  Henry Restoraion, included overal
repointng, patchingof the trra cota with Jahn
mortar, andsome brick replacement.

Base
The two-story baseis clad in cast iron. The erire
ground story was originally capped by apdrel



pands with segnental acheswith bos®s, while
thesecondstory iscapped byspardrel panelswith
pediments.Shopfrants were originally framedwith
thin castiron cobnnettes, and hd a dispay
window (some had aditional projecing disday
casespanda doorway(with a trarsom) to the right,
surmountedby a two-part transan. Historic
photographsindicate that dooss and entrane
transomswereof the multipane QueeAnne style.
All of the shapfronts have been adred sevel
times over the years, and no higiric fabric
survives. Shgfronts are curently ramedin metal
with rolldown gaes. Base: Pak Row The
northernmost bay of the gound stoy was
originally theentranceo theelevabr lobby;it had
shalbw stepsgcolumnssupportng a heavy broken
scroll pediment, and doulel doors. This entance
receiveda surroundwith a veneer ofpolished
grante, the entance stepsvere removed, and a
shop was instded in the fomer entrance and
westernportion of the évatorlobby. The ground-
story spandel panels,originally with segmental
arches,were coveredy caststone panal (1941,
Hardie Phillip, Alt. 2119-41).

Base: Beekman Street The centenf this facade
correspondgo the light court abee: the graind
story originally hadan entrane throudn a triple-
arched portico with a progcting pdment
supportediy bracketd columns(the entance was
alteredin 1912 |laterconvertednto ashop, andhe
portico was removed); the send stoy has thee
windowsflanked by colonnettes This is the only
facade with its original groundstory sandrel
pands with gmental arches expa. A Duclos
& Co. iron founder'plate is bcated on the first
pier at thesouhwest @rner of the building.
Base:Nassau StreetThenorthenmost bayof the
ground stoly was orighally the entrane to the
elevabr lobby; it is now the residetial entrance
with metal and glass dors and transm (1980).
The ground-story spardrel panels originaly with
segmentalarches,were coveredwith caststone
parels in1941.

Midsection

The midsedion consists d seven staies, he
ninth story ating as a tramition to the upper
sectbn. Thespardrelsabove thehird, fifth, sith,
andseventh wries are atramented P corbelling,
and the fouth and eghth sbries bysegmental
arches,all of terra cotta The pers of the eighh
story have heaw terracotta tylized composite
capitals, the coner mlumn at Park Row and
Beekman Street taving aneagle. The imth story
is capped by a br&eted tera-cota cornce.
Window sills arecast ion
Beekman Street: Light Court The centg section
of the Beekman Sreet faade isthe lightcourt. On
thethird story pelowthe court) arehreewindows
flanked by a@ast-ron colonnetes,surmounted by
castiron pediment with an aoterion. A T-shaped
fire escape was added ass the enterof the court
in 1916-18. Theife exape was etended to the
roof, enclosed wth parged masonry wallsand
bracedwith steelbbeams (1979-81)The remaining
light court conifguraion is thus an enosed
interior light court to thenorth (not visible from the
street) and ax exposed soutrern portion, within
which extends he enclosedstarway. The
northernmossectons of theside wallof thislatter
(southen) portion of the court still exposedare
clad incream brick.

Upper Section
The two-stoy upper sedébn has cobelled

spardrels above the d@nth sbry and segmeat-
archedwindows with sesgmental teia-cota hoods
on the eéventh gbry. Altemate bays are
surmounted by pediments. The roofline is
punctuatd by finials,brokenscroll pediments with
urns,and a prominent phacle abog the primary
cornercolumn. The roohas laér perihouse and
sence dructures.

Report prepare by
Jay Shockley
ResearclDepartment
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3. Thearditectscorrectname idNorris Garsiom Starkweater (t hasfrequently been seein print, incorrecty,
as"NathanGibson"). He sighed his nam"Starkweather," but iis also sometimes seen as "Starkwether."

4. Amongthese weretheFirst Predbytetian Church (855),Norristown, Pa., and kst Baptist Church (1855),
Camden, N.J.

5. JohnC. Gobright, The Monumental City, or Baltimore Guide Book (Baltimore: Gobrght, 1858), 8587: cied
in Gibbs, 7. Theironwork for the church was produced by engineer Wendel Bollman's Patgsco Bridge and
Ironworks,Baltimore:"Some Industrial Archeology of the Monumental Gty & Environs," RobertVogel,ed.
(Soc. for Indus. Archeology, Apr. 1975), pamphlet.
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Va.

7. Plowmanwas a carpemet-builder isted in Phihdelpha directoiesfrom 1852 until1879 (afer1870 hecalled
himself an arditect). He ontinued to work for atime in Washington after his partneship with Starkweathe,
and was listed as an architect and civil engineer. [Tatman and Moss]. Starkweather & Plowman's
commissionsincluded Lincoln Hall (1867, demolished); Freedman's SavingsBank (1869demolshed) and
Cooke'sRow villas(1868-69) and St. Jon's Episcopal Church alteraions (1868-70; alterations subsequently
removedin a esbration), in Georgedbwn. Starkwedter abko defgnedthe mansarded Academy Buling
(1872-74), Convent of the Visitation, Georgetown.

8. Starkweathe.
9. Cited in Gibbs,5.
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19.
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21.

22.

23.

24.

Starkweathewas Isted as a ardiitectin Trow's New York City Directory published thatyear,as wel asa
parnerof Ander®n. Sarkweaher wasilving in New Jesey atthetime, hough hemoved to Manhaén by
1884-85. R. Naper Andeson,listed in N.Y.C. drecbries fom 1876 to 1910, began asparher of Waler
ScottWestin the firm of West & Andersonni 1876-80.

Gibbs (1856-?), born in Washington, D.C., was ayoung architect who was listed in the census of 1880 as
living at the sare addess in Washington as Starkveathea: Gibbs, 42.He was istedin Trow'sN.Y.C. Directory
as a patner of Stakweatherin 1881,1882, ad 1884, he lastindicating thathe ivedin Washhgton.

Record and Guide, AHistory of Real Estate, Building and Architecturein New York City (New York:Arno Press,
1967),repiint of 1898 edtion, 465.

In 1888-89 New York archhéd Bradford Lee Gibertused ion keleton framing br the firstseven wriesof
the elewen-storyTower Building at 50 Broadway (demolished).

While a common method ofireproofing metaljoists andbeams had beehe use obrick aches beoow and
pouredconceteabovejn the 1870s numeroysmaentsysems forfirepmofing were ntroducedjncluding that
of firebrickmaker Batthasr Krascher,who paterngd a sysem offlat-arch holow tilesin 1871 (his g/stem
was first empoyed in New York in the U.S. Pt Office in 1872-73).

Arrangementsincludeda rectangularO-shaped pan or aC-shapd plan with thelight murtplaced b theside
of the adacent property.

See Winston Weisman, "The Commercial Architecture of Geoarge B. Post,"Journal of the Society of
Architectural Historians 31 (Oct 1972) 186187.

GerardWolfe,New York: A Guide tothe Metropolis (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1994), 74-7; Fedeal Writers'
Project, New York City Guide (New York: Ocagon Bks, 1970) reprint of 1939 ediion, 99400; Edwin
Friendly, "Newspapers of Park Row Broadway, the Grand Canyon of American Business (New York:
Broadway Assn., 1926), 129-134;Remrd and Guide, 50-52; Andrew S. Dolkart, Lower Manhattan
Architectural Survey Report (New York: Lower Manhattan Qultural Council, 1988).

Printing House Suare is at the northern end of Nassau Street at Park Row and Spruce Street.

Amongthe more significant structures d the mid-nineteenth centuy located hee werethe New York Times
Building (185758, Thomas R. Jadcson,demolshed) 40Park Row, and New York HerédBuilding (1865-67,
Kellum & Son, demolished), Broadway and Ann St.

The shift of nevspapersaway fom downtown began dértheNew York Herald moved to Herad Squarein
1894 and theNew York Times moved to Longacre Squaren i1904, though hte New York Evening Post
constucteda new builling in 1906-07 RobertD. Kohn) at20 Vesey St(a desgnatal New York City
Landmark), and the rajority of newspapes remaineddowntown throuch the 120s.

"Out Among the Bulders,"RERG, July 14, 1883 501; "A New Building in Park-Row" NYT, July 20,1883,
8; "An Office Building..,” New-York Daily Tribune, July 20,1883, 8; "Buildings Projeded" ard "Fire Proof
Test," RERG, July 21, 1883537-538 and 525; "The NeRotte Building," Building 3 (May 1885), 89, article
reprinted from The Fireman's Herald; "The Potter Buiding," RERG, June 20,1885, 701-702; "The Po#r
Building," Carpentry and Building, Sept. 1885 161-162; Record andGuide;New York Couny, Office of the
Register,Liber Deeds ad Conveyarces; NYC, Dept. of Buildings, Manhatan, PlansPermits and Dockets
(NB 820-1883); Blanche Potter; M oses King, King's Handbook of New York (Bosbn: MosesKing, 1892),778-
779; Trow's; Gayle and Gillon.

Theprice wasin excessof $475000, Poterdesring it "as a pernanent investment for my family." B. Potter,
40.

According to the Fireman'sHerald in 1885["The New Potte Building"]. That publcation also eportal that
"Mr. Potter, he owner o the bulding, has lerenseveely criticised for sone guilt or sin in thematter,but...
we believe .. Mr. Poter is cerainly notto be bamed." TheHerald repotedthatthepossble causeof the
blazewas a mdfunction of the boiker and chinney of the nearby Temple Court Buiing. The case was
broughtbefore a gand pry, but Poterwas absoled.

"That Fire,"RERG, Feb.4, 1882,95.
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29.

30.
31.

32.

33.
34.

35.
36.

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

. Poteer lost"atleast$200,000 bhove nsuraice,and atleasthalf my income & sbpped .." B. Poter, 129.
"Out Among the Bulders,"RERG, Feb 18,1882, 142.

TheRecord & Guidereporedthat"O.B. Poter hasjtissai, decded to go on with Isigreattructure . . . He

had,it seemsmade up hisnindto posponethebuilding ill such ime as &bor aad materal would be down
to lower figures." ["Out Among the Builders,RERG, May 20, 1882499]. As late as Ebruary 1883, however,

Potter was reportedly in negotiations withh theNew York Sun over the sale of thesite to that newpaper for a
newbuilding;he hedl out or$800,000which hepaperrefused'About Printng House Sqare,"RERG, Feb.
10, 1883, 57].

"Out Among the Bulders,"RERG, Apr. 21,1883,163. During the foundation work in July 1883, two small
temporary buildings wereconstructed, one with wood joistsand the other with iron joists fireproofed with flat-
arch hollow tiles; the structure were thenset on fire for thre days in orde to testwhich wasthe beter
material (iron won out).

Thesevenstory 746750 Broadway building, intendedas ahotelwith sbres,was designed by Staweather
& Gibbs h theneo-Gre syle, constucted with interior wood fliaming,andexeated in brick, terra cotta
(suppledby theBoston Terra Cotta Ca), andironwork (by Jackson Artiitecturallron Works), with [Owen]
Moran & [Lancelot] Armstrong as masons/builders.

NYT, July 20,1883.

"ProminentBuildings Undervay,”" RERG, Mar. 22, 1884, 289. The aricle al® indicatedthat "the main fronts
of the building will be on Park row and Beekman stred, though that on the latter will be more imposing."

The firstfour companiesarelisted in Carpentry and Building, 161. A Duclos bunder'splat isstll located
onthe southvest corner of the building (alsdtedin Gayk and Gilon, 7). Jacken Architecdural lron Works
is mentionedin Record and Gulie,485-486. The Jackan firm, esablished n 1840 in New York Cit by
JamesL. Jack®n, wasoneof the city's oldest iron works. The business expanded throughout the nineteenth
cenury, particularly after the Civil W ar, as thedemand grew for both structuraland ornamentaronwork, as
well as stuctural steelwork in later years The ompany was conglered a kaderin the prodution and
devebpmentof sructuralironwork in New York.Among themany buitlingsfor which Jakson sipplied he
metalwork were the Bowling Green OffesBuilding, American Museum of Natutalistory, Carnegie Hall,
PuckBuilding, Tower Buiding (demolshed) and American Surgy Co.Building. The frstfour buildings
aredesignated Mw York City Landmarks. ThomasArmstong,listed in Trow's as a masonata different
address than Moran & Armstrong, probably had afamilial connection with that firm.

"The New PotterBuilding."

As late as May 188 theRecord & Guide stated that "seeral ardiitects andouilders [havg complanedof the
effectof theunsetled condiion of he labor markéupon bulding, and theconsequet dday in the eecton
of new work which otherwise would have now beenunderway.”" "Building Down Town," RERG, May 8,
1886, 601.

"The New PotterBuilding."

Thesewallsare ndicatd on anoriginalframing phn rerintedin Sameh B. Landawand Carl Condit, Rise of
the New York Skyscraper, 1865-1913 (New Haven: YaldJniv. Pres,1996),140.

"The New Potter Building."

King's Handbook, 778.

RERG, June 20,1885, 702.

Ibid.

Carpentry and Building, 161.

King's Handbook, 778.

History of Architecture and the Building Trades of Greater New York (New York: Union History Co., 1899,
101.
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45.

46.

47.
48.
49.
50.

51.
52.

53.
54.

55.
56.
57.

58.

59.
60.
61.

RERG, June 20, 1885, 701, and "&€MNew Potter Buitling."

BostonTerra Cotta Co., Catalogue (Bosbn: PH. Foser & Co0.,1884 andl885); Walter Geer, Terra-Cottain
Architecture (New York: Gazay Bros, 1891)and The Story of Terra Cotta (New Y ork: Tobias A. Wright,
1920); "The Use d Terra Cottain Building," RERG, Mar. 3, 1883, 85Charles T. [vis,"Architectural Terra
Cotta - 1," American Architect and Building News 17 (line 6,1885),267; Michad Stratton, The Terra Cotta
Revival (London: Victor Gollancz, 1993); Robert C. Mack, "The Manufacture and Use of Architectural Terra
Cotta in the United Sta¢s,"” The Technology of Historic American Buildings: Studies of the Materials, Craft
Processes, and the Mechanization of Building Construction, H. Ward Jand, ed. Washington Fdtn. for Pres.
Technol., 1983), 117-119 Susan Tunick, "Achitecdural Terra Cota: Its Impact on Nw York," Sites 18
(1986); Record andGuide ["A Review of Archiectulal Tera-cotta,” amesTaylor], 509-528; James Tglor,
"The History of Terra Co#t in New York City," Architectural Record 2 (Oct.-Dec. 1892), 137-142; "Artistic
Brickwork -- The Morse Building," Carpentry and Building 1 (line and Jiyl 1879),101-103 and 12123.
The author wouldike to thank Susan Tunick fdrer comnents ad for shaing her esearb on tera cots.

Historiansof terra cotta credit the Trinity Building (1851-53 Richad Upjohn,demolshed) 111 Boadway,
andthe St DenisHotel (1853, Jamefenwick, altered), 797 Broadway, as two of the first structures inNew
Y ork City to employ terra cotta for exterior architectural ornament.

Geer, Terra-Cotta ..., 20.
RERG, Mar. 3, 1883.
The corectaddress was deemined by Landau and Condi409.

Davis. The building (now the Brookly n Historical Society) islocated in theBrooklyn HeightdHistoric District
and s a deggnatd New York City Intetior Landmark.

King's Handbook, 778.

The Boston Terra Cotta Co., which produced the exterior terracottafor manyof the conemporary budings
in New York, lasted untl 1893. Geer notedhat four othercompanes (Perth Amboy, H.A. Lewis, A. Hall,
and Burns-Russell) adso bid on the Potter Building project: The Story ..., 84.

Bogon Tera Cota Co0.(1885), 92B.

New York Architectural Terra Cotta Co., New York Architectural Terra-Cotta Company (New York: Lowe &
Co., 1888), 17-18.

Tunick, 8.
Geer, The Sory ..., 87-88.

It isnot dear whether hisreailted from his expeence with thePoter Buiding, raization of the demand
for and poéntial profits from tera mtta,or from being onvincel by orconvincingTaylor of the needfor a
companyin New York. Geer statal that "the demad for terra-cota contnued b steaily increasem New
York, until it far exceededtie capaity of localmanufactirers o suppy it, and even lhireaened b make the
useof the materal unpopularon account of dalys which ofén occurred in the execution of orders," not to
mention shipping costs. Geer, Terra-Cotta ..., 21

Building 5 (July 24, 1886), 38. The N.Y. Architectural Terra Ctta Works Building (1892, Framris H.
Kimball), 42-10 -- 42-16 Vernon Blvd., Queens, theplant office of the firm, is a designated New Y ork City
Landmark.[See: LPC, New York Architectural Terra Cotta WorksBuilding (LP-1304) (New Yak: City of New
Y ork, 1982), report prepared by Patricia Florio]. Besides fires at is World Building and terra cota works,
Potte sufferedfires abDodworth Hall (806-808 Broadway) and 746-750 Broadway building (c. 1885), as well
as heavy bomb damage at the Empire (Arcade) Building at 71 Broadway in 1891.

Geer, The Sory ..., 94.
King's Photographic Views; King's Handbook.
King's Handbook, 778.
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63.

64.
65.

66.
67.
68.

69

. Mutualwas headquaered in the Poter Buiding prior to the constuction of its own buitding (1892-94,
William H. Hume) a 305 Broadway.

"Transkr of the Potte Estate, NYT, Feb.1, 1894, 1; F. Potter obit., NYT, Mar. 24, 1923,13; NY. County;
"OrlandoB. Potter; Encyclopedia of American Biography 5 (New York: Amer.Hist. Soc, 1936) 235236;
Manhattan Address Directory (1930-1975); "2 Downtown Office Buildings to Be Coverted to Co-ops,NYT,
Apr. 4, 1980, A16.

The building was worth $2.5 million. O.B. Potter obit.

The Esatecommissioned he Empire Buiding (189798, Kimball & Thompson),71 Broadwaypn thesite
theelderPoter hadpurchased in 188, aswell as740-744 Boadwg (191042, Francis H.Kimball). The
Empire Building, a designated New Y ork City Landmark, is one of New Y ork City's eafiest steel skeletd-
frame curtain-wall skyscrgperssd on meunatc caisons AfterFredeick's deah, his on Odand B. Potte
Il became presient of thefirm.

"Potter; Encyclopedia..., 236.
Blanche Potter, Recollections of a Little Life (New York: William E. Rudge, 1927240.

NYC, Dept.of Buildings; Hurky & Farinella, PoterBuilding Alteration Drawings (1979); Hyun & Siri [Siri
& Marsik], Report on Building Facade Repairs and Specifications for Facade Remedial Repairs (1990);
"Preserving the Terra Cait $1 Million Faceliftf" NYT, Mar.8, 1992 X, 1.

. Landauand Condit§. 139) hdicat thatsome linelsare wroughtiron lintelbeamscoveredwith terra cota.
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FINDINGSAND DESIGNATION

Onthebass ofa caeful consderdion of the higory, the achitecure,and oher eatiresof
this building, the Laxdmarks Pesevation Commission finds that the Potter Building haspecial
characterand a speal historical and easthetic interest andalue as part of thelevelopnent,
heritage andcultural charmcteristics ofNew York City.

The Commission furtherfinds th&, amongits imporant qualities, he Poter Building, one
of New York's most sigificant arviving tall office buldings of the griod prior to the fl
devebpmentof the skysraper,was congucded n 1883-8&0 the deggn of N.G. Starkwedher,an
architectwho had had famerly precticed in Baltimore ard Washigton, D.C.; that it was
commissionedby Orlando B Potteraprominenfigure in NewYork politics with prime cormercial
real estate holdingin Manhattan; thiain replcing theWorld Building @lsoowned by Pderand
destroyedby fire in 1882), Pottewvas determined to bld a gructure with the most advared
fireproofng then availake; that it wasone of the group of imptant tal office buildings, most
associatedvith New York's nevspapers, tat redevelopedPark Fow and adjacet Nassu Street,
beginnng in the 18Ds; that the elevestory Potter Biilding was disinguished $ylisticaly from
most downtown buildings, with its pictiresque, flamboyant fusion of @an Anne, neo-€c,
Renaissanc®evival andColonial Revival notifs; that the verticdy-expressed design is executed
in red brick andbrownstone-coloed terra cotta abava cast-iron-clad s, and that abng its
distinctive featuresare coninuous pias, sone of thehandomest brikwork in New York City, a
dramaticcdossd threequarnerroundcdumnteminating in apinnacle on the acute primary corner
of Park Fow and Beekman Street, walls elalvated by ornamental pediments, segme arches,
panels,and corbelling, and a roofline punctuated by fisiahd broken scroll pedimentsttvurns;
thatthe Potter Building was an early building to employemsive exterior @hitecturalterracotta,
which was highy saulpted asproduced by theBoston Terra Mtta Ca and enployedin a notable
"constructive"mannerm theloadkeaing wals,and s a aresurvivor ofthatperiod of development
of terra cotta ifNew York; that it is a significant survivig exanple of a Nev Y ork office building
with interior raming nostly of iron, aswvell as one of the ea€st surviving examples of an office
building having a C-slaped planwith a major light court facingthe street (here B&ean Street);
andthatits sgnificance 5 enhaced by he fact that ts oiiginal design is nerly intact (exept for
alteraionsto the comnercialbase andight court), while its vidbility is haghtened bytis piominent
location facing City Hall Park and by its thradly articulaed facades.

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 74, 88c3020 of he Charer ofthe
City of New York and Chamr 3 d Title 250f the Administative Codeof the Cityof New York,
theLandmarks Resrvaion Commission designates adandmark the Potter Bilding, 3538 Park
Row (aka2-8 Beeknan Stret and 139-145Nassau 8eet), Boroudh of Manhatan,anddesignates
Borough of Marhattan Tax Map Block 1@, Lot 1, as its Landmark Site.
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