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KEHILA KADOSHA JANINA SYNAGOGUE, 280 Broome Street, Borough ofilMhattanBuilt
1926-27; $drey Daub, achitect.

Landmark Site: Boroudgof Manhattan Tax Block 414, Lot 27.

On April 20, 2064, theLandmarks Peseration mirission keld a public hearingn the proposed
designatiorof the Kehila Kadoshdanina Synagag and the proposetsigation d the reated ladmark
site (Item No. 5). The hearing was duly advertisedtording to the provisns of law. Theravere eleven
speakrsin favorof desgnation, including representatives of State8ator Martin Conner adssemblynan
SheldorSilver. Seeral membrs of the congregion,includingthe president spekin favor of desigation
asdid represntaivesof the Hstoric Dstricts Councli, the Landnarks @Wnserancy,the Muncipal Arts
Sockety, the Saiety for the Architecture ofthe Ciy, Peserveand Potect, ad the lower East $de
Consevancy. The Commis®n hasalso reeivedseverafavorableletters: from Councilprson Alan Gerson,
and other mebers of the congredgion

Sumnary
The Kehila Kadosha Janina Syrgpe was

constructedin 1926-27 for a smadl group of
Romaniote Jews whb had enigrated from the town
of loannina innorthwesterrGreece.They had bam
movingto theUnited States 1905 and establistie
asmal comnmunity on New Yoik’s Lower East Side,
alongsidenumerousther recent Jewish imigrants.
Adheringto neiher theAshkenazynor theSephadic
traditions, this group cam with their own religpus
and socal cuistoms devieped in Greece @r the
coure of many centuries. 1 New York they
establishedheir own syragayue, first meetingin
rented quarters, until theyvere @le to construct
their own huilding. The Kehila Kadoshdanina
synagoge,designed bwrchitect Sydnefpaub, is a
two-stoty, brick-faced struture enbellishal with
symbolicornament, sutas Tablets dhe Law Stars
of David and a cusped arclsuggestig of the
middle-eaternorigin of the cogregation. As the
only survivingRomaniote syagoguen the Western
hemisphere Kehila Kadosha Janineontinues to
have an adive congegaton, despte its gndl
numbers with few membersiving neaby.



DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

Jewish New York and the Ramanidte Canmunity

In 1654, theifst Jewish olonists arivedin the
Dutch colony of Nev Amsterdam. They ame on a
Frenchfrigate which hd been conticted o take he
twenty-three individuals fraom the West Indies to
Amsterdam.Why theyended upn New Amsterdam
is unclear,but theyeventudly prosperedn the new
colonyand over time were joned by manyther co-
religionists These eayl Jewid setters wee part of
the Sephadic tradition,meaning thei ancesirs had
comefrom Spainwherethey hal dewelopd a sgcific
SpanishHebrew langua@ (Ladino) ad distinctive
religious rituals, bdore beng expelld from that
country during the Inqusition. Sephardi Jevs
edablisredcommunities in severalties abng the east
coastof America with syragogues, lurial sccieties
and other communainstitutions Seplardc Jews
represergd Jucaism in America wtil the aarly
nineteenth century by which time the majrity of
immigrant Jews were frim Germany.By the end of
thecenturytheycame prinarily from Eastern Ewpe,
espedally Poland, Hugary, Lthuania, and Russ
Althoughthesdaterarrivals shared aeligion with the
Serhardm who came fist, these Jewdollowed
Ashkenazic traditions. They tendkd to ke stricterin
their intepretatons of itual andhaddevelged their
own German-Hebrew dialed (Yiddish) and specific
customs. In 1825the Ashkenazt Jevs edablished
their first synagogie in New York, and wereosn
followedbymary others. By the erd of the ningeenth
andearlytwenteth centries Ashkenaic Jewdormed
the vast majorty of the many thousams of Jews
emigraing to the Unted Staes Today, most Jews
arownd the wald conside themslves tobe of aéther
the Seplardic or Ashkenaic traditions.

Romariote Jevs*

A third, smal subgoup of Jews fdbws the
Romaniote tradition whose unique customs were
estabishedmany caturies ago in Geece. Tle term
Romaniote is taken from e Venetian name ofr
Greece,or Romanig which was thenmodfied into
Hebrev. The oraltradition of these pe@le asser that
theyare thedes@ndants of a groupof Jews vihho were
beingtranspoted flom Palestie to Rome to bewne
slaves,sometine afterthe detruction ofthe Second
Temple in Jerwsalemin theyea 70 A.D.? Theboat in
which theywere tavelng capsized astorm of the
westerncoastof Greece anthe Jewiskcaptives were

allowedto swimashore.Escaping from the Romans,

they setted in Greee and egallished thar own

communites where theai own tradiions developed
without dired influence fromthose of otheareas.

There idittle dommentay evidence asat when
Romaniote Jewish commuties were adually
estabishedin GreecebputJews lied in Thessahika
as early as c140 AD. Other commuities were
located in Corfu, Larissa, Delos, Aegina and Athens.
Early written recordsire spase,but when the Spanish
rabhbi, Benjamin ofTudelatraweled inGreece in 1170,
he visited twenty-eight Romaniote communities. By
¢.1500,there wee Romaniote commutiés beyond
the borders of Greece, n Bulgaria, Turkey, and
Yugoslavia, among other placégs.

One of the larges and mostwell-estabished
Romaniotecommuniteswasin loannina, &own in he
provinceof Epirusin norhwestern Greex loanina
wasfirst mentioned as city in documets from the
severh century, and theresievidence of a Jewish
synagogusvithin thiswalledcity in the ninth century.
Betweenthe skth and twelfh centures when he
Normans sackedloannna, he area wasnvaded
numerow times by Slaws, Bulgarans, Uzes and
Petcheneg@wo diferentTurkic peoples): This was
followedby a serieof rulers who were more or less
tolerantof the &ws inthis are. After a lorg siege in
1430,the cityof laonnna surrendedto Sulan Murad
Il of the Otoman Emjre. Urder Ottomanrule, Ews
and other disinct goups were &wed to pactice
their own religions,condictthar ownlaw courts,and
engagein commerce as log as they paid extesive
taxes® In spite of this heavy dxation, these
communitesthrived under theiown leadersip, and
therewasconsideable commereand communicédn
between the vaious Greek towns with Jewish
populatiors. laonnhawas the commeral center br
all of Epiroic Greece,with bankng houses and
intemationaltrade. Jews thex were engaged imany
differenttradesincludingsilver and gasmithng,the
producton of silk braid,blankets and scarveas wel
as all the commdities of daily life.

Duringthefifteenthand sxteerth centures, when
Jews were being xpelled fom Spain and ber
Europeancountres, he Ottoman Empé& wetomed
themfor the tradeandwealth heycould brng. Many
Jews from Span (Sephatim) setled in Greece
(including some in lhe town of &onnina),but they
often cane into camflict with the Romariote
communitesalreadythere. In laonninahowever, he
newcanmers assimiated b the exsting community,
evertually accepting Greek ingead of Ladino as the
common languagendlearnedo usethe Romariote
liturgy.® The menoirs of a Tukish traveler viho



visited laonnina in1670 recorded seeing 160 Jewish community in Greece and waene of theleading

householdqgabout 800 peple) and dund the Jevs
“fanatic, bigoted,and nean,” as wellas insudr and
lacking in social grace’s.

In the lae 18" and early 19" centures the
Albanian despot Ali
auonaomous stae compried of lage sedbns of
Macedmiaand the Peloponnesasvell asEpirusand
Albania.  Although taxation was heavy ad
enforcemenbf laws severe,there wasno relgious
persecubn ard the area emyed sability and
ecoromic growth. Schods prospered books were
availble,and Je/s as wellas Chrisans sered on
governmerdl councils laonnina became model of
progressive life in the Balkans and hte Jewsh
populatonsurged, ogrowing thér assgnedquarters
within the cty wals and ceating he need for aew
synagoguén 1840. The exaution ofAli Pasain 1822
led to the beginning of the Greek War of
Independeacein thePeloponnese. Gredkhristians
tended to idertify with the new Greek stde, whle
Jewstendeda supporthie Ottomansvho hadallowed
themto freely practte thei religion during all these
years. Worsening relationsbetween Jews and
Christiansled toa majoriot againstheJews in 1872,
andseverapeople verekilled and woundednl1897,
arenewal ohostlities betveenGreeks and Turks had
bad consequenceof the Jewsand some bgan to
moveto otherGreek towns suchs Arta,Preveza and
Athens® Despte the emigrabn, in 1904 the 4,000
Jewsin loannina were lde to sypport a school to
provideeduation toall Jewish cHdren,the Alliance
Israelite Universdle. There was &b a group céd
“Working for Zion” which helpd to create atsong
Zionist movanent aad led manyto thnk about
emigraing to Palestine. This movement wagjiven
furthe impetils when, in 1905, twelve Jewish
merchantsfrom laonnina,taveing to anearby Vllage,
were killed by thiewes. The nextday when he
synagoguein laonnina was openefbr morning
prayer congegarts fourd the ears of the slain
merchants. By the ed of thatyear, ovea 500 Jews
from this town had left, mary emigraing to
Constantople, Athens, Alexanda, Palstine and
New York. By 1906, anoher 1,000 wee gone
having responded a shippng ageris who oftred
cheap passage America’

At the e of the First Bakan War in 1913,
laonninawas partof the aea tha was anrexed to
Greece.Many Jews fim laonnnasupportedsreece
duringthe First World War,while ohers conhued the
significant emigraton trend. In1941, when World
War Il stated, there wee 1950 Jevs in laonnina
which was then ‘e largest wiformly Romaiote

Pasa created an almost

Jewishcenters in the Levari'® Whenwar broke out,
many Jews fledto nearbymountains Those who
stayed fell under lalian ocupation urtil 1943. In
1944, Gemans came and ®nt thee remaining to
Larissaand thenAuschwitz, whee almost all were
annihilated. As of 1992 there wee 62 Jews liing in
laonninasupporting onesynajogue and acenetery.**
Today, only hree Romani@synagoguesxistoutsie
of Greece: inManhattan (Kehila Kadsha Jaina),and
in Israel (Beth Araha andOhel Sara)*?

Romaniote Jeve in NewYork

Even thaugh thereweresome Jew in NewYork
from its ealiest days, thelarges influx did not arrive
until the lae nineteenth century.During the last
twenty yearsof thenineteenth @ntuty, appraximately
half a million Jews from EasternEurope moved tothe
United States with an additonal 1.5 milion more
coming between 1900 anworld War 1.** Most of
thesepeople séted n New York. Those who had
arrived earlegs (mostly from Germary) geneally
prospered and moved to more canfortable
neighborhoodsuch as the Ea¥illage,while the new
arrivals, mosty from Eastern Euope, filed the
tenementsof Manhattan’sLower East Sidevith new
languagesand awistoms. In an efort to createsome
semblancesf their old lives,immigrants often chose
to live closeto others who came from the same towns,
andestabkhed heir own communabrganizaibnsto
suppot each othersuch assynagoguesnd burial
societes. The Lower Easfide caméo be known as
a “cosmopolis” of individual Jewish groups.
“Clusteredin ther separte Jewrés, hey were st sile
by side n a patérn suggestg the altural, if not the
physical geogaphy of the @d World.”**

Jewsfrom the Romaniote commuigsof Greece
were among thosarriving in New York in the early
twentieth century.“After 1907 ,Levantnes Jaston the
sceneand evenstranger that the restorf they were
aliento Yiddish, setled betveen Alen and Chrystie
streets among the Roumaniansvith whom hey
seemed tdhave the closs affinity.”®

Synagogues
Jewsin Biblical timeswere naonadic herérsand

their religion required tham to biing secrificesto the
Temple in Jerusalm severhtimes a yar. Afer the
Temple was destriyedfor the secondimein 70A.D.
it was not rbuilt, but was eplaced bysynagogug
which developedas loations d prayer ard stuly.
Ruins of synagogues datg from he first centiries
afterthe destuction of the Temple havbeen found
throughouthe Holy Land aswell as inRome, Turkey,



Syria and Yugoslavia The Bible contains no
prescrptionfor howthesebuildings wee supposel to
be constucted or pecific layouts or firnishingsthey
shoul contain. They requied onlyan Ark (specal
cabinet) to hold he Torah (the written law) and a
readingdesk to place it on when it wasadduring
savices. Beyond thé, thesynagogueauld takeany
formthe congrgationdesire. Througlcustom, these
buildings usualy faced east, toward Jewsalem,
althoughnotalways On the exrior, theytendecdo
conform to the archiecural forms that were
commonly used in the loal community. In areacton
to periodic incidats of persecubn, it was usally
deemed imporant to ha&e gnal, unobtrusive
synagoguéuildings, so asot to daw attenibnto the
activities of the Jewislgroups ing the structure

In New York, with he large waes ofJewish
immigrants filling the Lower EastSide, ndividud
groupswere forced to usenyavailale spae fortheir
synagoguesOften smdlcongregdbnsheld sevices
in a sinde renta room urtil the group increagd in
size and prosperity enough to rentdar quarters.It
was also na unusual far a groving congegatin to
move into te buildhg of achurch thaethad moved
away. The exterior design of the building wasd
importantthan havig a placed congregatwith other
people of &common herdge.

Kehila Kadosha Janin@ongregation

Since the Romani® Jews lad ther own
languagecustoms ad prayes whichwere different
from other Jewsh immprants,theynaturaly formed
their own group. The conggation,foundedin 1906,
wasformaly incorporag¢das the Jewish Community
of Janira, Inc. in1914° 1t was named adt the Greke
town of loannha from wheremost congegants had
emigraed. One d their first activities was the
foundingof a kurial sodety, called the Socity of Love
andBrotherhoodwhich isknown today athe Unigd
Brotherhoodsood Hope Sciety of Janina Originally
this congregatin usedrentedspae for their worship,
astorefrmt inthe buitling locaed atthe same address
astheir future synaggue. Finally, in 1924, thewere
ableto purchas thistenemenbuilding with sbrefront
from Jack and Rebec@renshtén'’ to kuild theirown
synagogue. The stucture on thesite had been
construted originally as a mgle family dwelling in
the earlynineteath centuy, buthadprevouslybeen
enlarged.The orighal plandor the sypagoguecalled
for partial camolition of the exiding building and
reuseof walls and faundations when possible. It is
unclearexacty how much oftieoriginal buidingwas
usedin thefinal constrution!® Although thebuilding

permt was issied in 1925, enstruciton took pace
between Decembet926 and Octobef,927*°

With the consuction of the synagogue rad the
large numbers olRomaniote mmigrans duing this
period,the congrgation pospered After World War
Il however, may congregats began mauag avay
from the Lower East Sicke. Othker Ramaniae
communities were estabthed n Harlem and he
Bronx. In Brooklyn, RomanioteJews opened the
Serhardc Jewish Centein the Maplewood setion,
but none of tlese latergroups surviveas Rananiae
congregations.Congregatin Kehib Kadosha Jana
is the onlyremainhg Romaniote syagoguein the
Western Hemispher®

Sidney Daul{b. 18945*
SidneyDatb was gaduded from Caope Union

in 1915. While sill a studentDaub worked fothe
firm of Goldner & Goldberg, ad upon graduati,
wasempbyedby Peer J.McKean. A member ahe
New York Societyof Architects and the Amedan
Institute of Architects, Daub practied done from
1919, during which time he was hired by the Kelhla
KadoshaJanina congigation b design lieir new
synagoguebuilding. In 19®, after his sonGerald
graduated from Prat Inditute, hey fomed a
parnershp under thename of Daub & Daub.
Together, they designed numerous resdential,
commercid, eduationd and rdigiousstructuressone
of which are included in the Upper We&tle/Central
Park West Histaic District, the Lades Mile Historic
District, and the Upper East Sick Higtoric District.

The Building
Making the mostof its narrow dy lot, te

synagoguebuilding conpletely fills the twentyfoot
frontage and comes almdsup to he stret line.
Followingtradtional New York synagogue bldings
of the lde nineteenth ceniry, the thee-baywide
facadeis synmetical with a cental entance and a
raisel basement.lts brickand casttenefacade use
elements from both the Classical and Moorish
traditions,including semieircular, keyed arches ar
the windows of he second sty and acusped arch
motif around the main entrance Elenments wth
religious signficance are featured pominently,
including copper Sta of David srmounthg the
peaksn theparapeandlarge sone Tablet of theLaw
setwithin a stone @h in he centerof the second
story, with a smakr vesion bcateddirecty above the
entranceflanked bylionsand topped bg crown. All
the windows originally held stained ghsswindows
containng Javishsymbds. Only one suvived until
recenty and hey haveall been resbred.



Descripton
The synagogue othe Kehia KadoshaJanina

congregationfills its narrov lot on Broome Street.

The building is faaedwith brick, with caststonetrim.

Three baysvide andtwo staies tall, the building sits
ona mised basemerand is gmmetically armanged.
The roofline featues astone-edged papet wih a
centralrourd arch and trianglar pedimats above
eachsidebay, ech toppedy a coppebBtar ofDavid.

Insetwithin each triangular aa is adiamondshaped
stoneornamentwhile the centrbarea cordinsa large

round-achedform in cast tone,inset with Tabletsof

the Law am an incisedStar of Daid.

At the basemd lewel thee is a mall gille-
fronted window in thewestern by anda norrhistoric
servce door in the eastar bay. The central
entrancewayis reahed by three sairs with non-
historic iron ralings and holds apair of non-historic
doors. The dorway is setinside a steppe brick
molding which rises abovehe door to beome a
cuspedarch wih akeystore. Insidethisarch isa stone

Tabletof the law flanked by lions and topped by a
crown (traditionalJudaic symbos$). h the cerdr bay
of the second sty is a keye round window with
stahedglass éaturhg a Star obDavid. At the firsand
secondstories of eachidebayare retangulamwindow
openings.eah conaining pared cagmen windows
toppedby a narow tran®m. These saes areifledby
recertly restorel staned glassThe openings othe
eachside bay ardinked \ertically by abrick moHding
that isesfrom the base to eclose kegd semieircles
of stone mset nto the bick above he secad story
windows. The spandred betweerthe windows othe
twomain stries ae formel of header brick to contrast
with the resbf the ficade.

RepaorPrepared by
Viginia Kurshan
Research Departent
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FINDIN GS AND DESIGNATION

Onthe bags of careful consideration of the history, the architecture, and other figgesof this
building, the Landmark®reservation Commission finds tli&ingregation Kehila Kadosha Janina
has a specialcharacter and special historical arektaetic interest and value as part of the
development, heritage, and cultural charaderistics d New York City.

The Commissiondrther fnds thatamongits importat qualities, the Congegaton Kehila
Kadoshalanina is thenly survivingand actre Romanite synaggue in the Western Hemisphere;
thatthis buildirg, consructedin 1926-27 was thdirst synagogie builtin theWestern Hemisphere
by and for Rmaniotelews; that thse who stablishd this congegaton orignally camefrom the
town of loanninan the province of Epirus Greece, where this sect of Jews developadst two
thousandyears a@; that these Jews shaped their own customs and adhere to neither of the more
commonSephartt nor Astkenazic taditionsof Judaismthat membersf this canmunitycame to
New York earlyin the twentieth century toseape persetion in ther home country; that they
settledamong other Jewish immigrants on the Lo®ast Side but wanted to ediah their own
syna@gue;that the congregation wesrmed in1906 but wa not abléo purchase its own building
until 1924, after which they hired architect Sydney Daub forthis design;that the gterior ofthis
small brick building follows the tradition of earlyventieth century sy\agogue building in New
York; that the immigrant congretian built a small structure to accommodategpecific rituals of
theirfaith; that the facadacorpoates impdant Jewislsynbols suchaStars oDavid aml Tablets
of Law in its staied glas windowsand applied arament, a well as ausped i&ch to shw its
Middle Eastermerivaton; that, @spitethe death or departure of mamongregants, Kehila idasha
Janna cortinues itsunigue relgioustraditions in a keautfully restored building.

Accordingly, pursuant to provisions of Chapter Bgction 302®f the Chater of hie City
of New York andChapter 3 of Ttle 25 of the Administrative Code of the City ofWe&ork, the
LandmarksPresevation Canmission desigrates asa Landmark Conggation Kehila Kadosha
Janina,280 Broome Street, Borough of Mattha Tax Map Block 414, Lot 27, as itathdmark
Site.



