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HAMILTON- HOLLY HOUSE, 4 St. Mark's Place, Manhattan. Built 1831.

Landmark Site: Borougof Manhattan Tax Map Block 463, Lot 11.

On May 18,2004, the LandmagskPreserationCommission hkel a publt hearhg on theproposed desigtiamn &
aLandmark of the Hamilton-Hdly Houseand the psposed designian of the rehtedLandmark Site (Item No. 2). The
hearinghad beerduly advertied in accordance with therovisions of lawTen pe@le spoke in favor of desigrian,
including repesatatives of Satt Semta Thoma K. Duane State Asembdymember Deborah J. Gick, City
CouncilmembeMargaritaLopez,the Greenwich Village Sciety for Historic Preservaion, Historic Districts Cauncil,
andNew York Landmarks ConservancOne ofthe buiding's ownes appeareat he heaing, bu took no po#&ionin
regardto designatin. In addition,he Comnission receied a lettern support of designatiomdm theMunicipal Art
Sodety.

Summary
The large town hose & 4 St Mark’s Place in th

EastVillage section of Manhattawas caistiucted in

1831 in the Federal sly, chaacteized and rade

notableby its unusual &@foot width and 3-12-sbry

heigh, Flemishbond brickworkhigh stooplongparlor-

floor windows, Gibbssurround entrane with tiple

keydone and verrniculated blocks, Wite marble base

with openings also ith Gibbs surrounds, ofded

pediment lintels, peaked rdp and double segental

dormersThe entie blok of . MarKs Place(East &

Streetetween Third and SecdAvenues wabuilt by

English-torn real estate developdthomas E. Das,

whosoldthis house in 1838 Col. AlexandeHamilton,

sonof thelate firstU.S.Secretey of the Treasry. This

wasthe home diing the nextnine years ofElizaketh

Schuykr Hamilton, the snior Hamilton’s vidow; her

daughter, Eliza Hanilton Holly, and her husband

Sidney; andCol. Hanilton and his wife Elia. In 1848-

49, it was thehome d Isaac C. Van Wycland his son

Cornelius,oil and candle erchants; the Van Wyck

family retained ownership until B8. By the 850s,

houseson this formerly fashionable block &re no

longersingle-fanily dwellings.No. 4 was owed from

1863to 1903 bybutter merchant John Wililler; in the

1860s,a large twastory rear addition @as built with a

first-stay meeting hll. From 19010 1952, the howes

wasowned andiused inpartby the muscal ingruments

firm of C. Meisel, hc. The building had significant

and colorfu theatrcal hisbry from 1955 to1967,

reflectingits location on St. M&ts Place during the

cultural ascendncy of he EastVill age. Among ther

usesjt wasthe Tempo Pldyouse, New Boery Theater, and Bridglheater, noted veas for experimental
theatercontemporarynusic andlance, anéarly undergound films. @spite the loss of s@varchitectural
detailsthe HamiltonHolly House ismsmong theare survivingand sigificanty intact large Manhattan town
houses of the Federal Eyperiod, and 3/2-story,dormered pead-roof tye.



DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

The Development ahe Greadr Washington Squameighborhood

Thearea ofdday’sGreenwich Vilage was, dunig the 18 century thelocation of the smal ruralhamletof
Greenwich,as well as the coumy sats andwemmer homes ofvealthydowntown arigcras, merbants,and
capitdists. A number otholera ad yelow feverepidemés in bwer Manhattan beeen 1799 and 1822d to
aninflux of setlers in he Greenwich agg with the populton quadupling betveen 1825 and 1840Previously
undevelopedracts d land were speallatively subdvided for the construction obtvn houses and rdwouses.
Whereasn theearly19" centurymany ofthe wealhiestNew Yorkers lied in thevicinity of Broadwayandthe
sidestreés adacento CityHall Park bewveen BarclapndChambers Seretspy thel820s and 308s commerail
developmenand congestin increamgly disruped and dis@ced then,theelite moved nahward nto Greenwich
Village east ofSixth Avenue. For driefperiod begining in he 1820s-3Qd.afayete Placeincluding the grand
marble GreelRevivalstyle LaGrangeTerrace (832-33, attributd to Seth @er)® St. Mark’sPlace,and Bond,
GreatJones, East" and Bleecker Streets were among the most fashionable addtessesterdevelgped with
three blocklong rows d houses in 827-31.

A potter’sfield, located norttof 4" Streetbelow Ffth Avenue sice 1797, was coevted hto Washington
Military Parade Groundnd exmnded(to nealy nine &cres) in1826 andlandsapel as Washirgton Square in
1828.This public squarespurred the anstruction @ fine housessurroundng it, beginningwith a uniformrow of
twelve 3-1/2-storyFederal style houses§26-27) m Washington $juare $uth (4" Stree}, betveen Thompson
andMacDougalStrees, byCol. James B. Muay andothersOn Washington Square Nbrtwest ofifth Avenue,
Federabnd Greek Reviuatyletown houses werbuiltbetween 1828 and 1838hile east ofFifth Avenue, “The
Row” of thirteen large Greek Revival styletown houses was deloped in1832-33 bydowntown merchastand
bankes who leasedhe properties fronthe Trustee®f Sailors Sng Harbor. The Univerdly of the Ciy of New
York (later New York Univesity) construted it first stucture, the Gothi Revivalstyle Univessity Building
(1833-36,Town, Davis & Dakin)pn the easside of theSquare.

In 1832, the Common Coundireate the 18" Ward out of he easter secton of the arge ¢ Ward, its
boundariedeing Sixh Avenue Houston and 14Strees, andlie East Rier. Accordng to Luher Harrs’ recent
history Around Washington Square, during the 1830€0s “this warddrew the wedhieg, mostinfluential] and
mosttalened people fom New York City and skewhere. By1845, 85 perad of the ichestcitizens Iving in the
city’s northen wards reigled in heFifteenth.” Fifth Avenue exterded rorth of Washington Squarto 23 Street
in 1829, emergeals the diy’s most pestgiousaddressTo the eastowerSecondAvenue and adacert side strets
also became fashionable from the 1830s through the 1850s.

Thomas E. Davis anfit. Mark’sPlace®

Both sidesf the bbck of St. Mark’s Place (East 8" Street) betwee Third and Seond Avenues vere built
by speculative real estateedeloperThomas E Davis. Born ¢. 1795n England, Daw immgrated ® New
Brunswick,N.J., where hevorked briély as a disller. In 1830, herelocaed to New York City and keganto
acquirereal stae. Once pardf Pete Stuyvesant'sBowery farm,East 8' Streetwas opened bthe city in 1826,
precedediy Third and Second Avenues thisvicinity in 1812 and 18165t. Mark’sPlace extendkthe hree
blocksbetweenThird Avenueand Avenue A (Tompkins Squar®©n the wesrnmosblock of St Mark’s Plae
ownedby Davis he albcated lhe lotsmore generolg than theManhattan normeach ét having awidth of 26
feetand a lendt of 120 fee(ratherthan100 £e). Grard 3-1/2-story Fedenrl style mable-and-brick-clad town
houses vith balconis were consticted heg in 18315 In February1832, Davissld No.4 St. Mark’sPlace and
threeadjacentousedor $56,000 to merchant Samuel David Rigand his wife, Famcesput thee propelies
reverted eight monthster, for $46,000, to Davis.

Also in 1831, Daw devebped CarrollPlace, bdt sides oBleecker Seet beveen Thompson Streand
LaGuarda Place, with Federalyde houseg.He obtainedte backing ofhe J.L & S. Josephs & Co. Bankhich
represergdthe intaestsof the Rolhschid family in the U.S. fronml833 to 1837 .1 the edy 18305 Davis beame
involvedwith the Stuyesanfamily in thedevelopmenof the brmer Boweryarm b the north of St.Mark’s Place
asan elte regdential neighbonood. Davis equireda majomportion of the Sdten kland ral esate holdings ofthe
late Governar Daniel Tompkins & a sheiff's sale in 1834, andcontinued toamas property alorg the isand’s
northern store. Hans were male todevelop lis propety into a summeretreat tobe namedNew Brighton, and
five Greek Revivastyle resdencesverebuiltalong Richmond Teace in1835; Davis'own mansion becantbe
nucleusof the Padion Hotel(1836,John Haviland). In 1836 Davis coveyed Nev Brighton to a syndicatefdive




New York businesmen for he then asonomicalsum of$600,000. Dad also beameinvolved with a group of
New York invesbrs in afailed scheme,l@arteed as théNew Washingon Associdion in 1835 to buid atown

atthe head bGalvestonBay in Texas. Acording to Lutker Hariis, “in an 1840 auatin following the Paniof

1837,Dauvis picked up over 40 lots on FifthAvenue Hocks north of TwentiethStreet, for a few bindreddollars
each,with plans to eret elegant residares there ® His realesta¢ was Isted h the 1860 cesus as wrth $1.5
million.?

FederalStyle Rowhouses in Manhati *°

As the cty of New York grew in the pérd afer theRevolutbn, lage plotsof land in Manhattanwere sold
and subdivided for he constuction ofgroups of hick-clad housesTheir achitedural stye has bewr calla
“Federal” afterthe new repuldt, butin form and detditheycontinuedhe Georgiastyle of GreaBritain. Fedeal
stylehouses wereanstruced from he Battey as &r norh as23? Street betwerthe 17®s and 830s.The size
of the lotdictatd the sie of thehouse: ypically eachhouse lotvas 20 or 25 featide by 90 to 100€et deep,
whichaccorded wh the retilinear pan of NewY ork City, laid outin 1807 and adopted as the Coissioners’
Planin 1811.The rowhouse $telf wouldbe as wide athe lot and 35@ 40 feetdeep. Ths albwed for a gop
andsmall fiont yard orareaway, ath afairly spacious rear yard, which usually contaned aburied cisten to
colled fresh waeér and therivy. During the arly 19" century severahouses were often castructed togther,
sharingcommon patty walls, chinneys and raf timbering to form a continuous groupThe houses were of
load-beaing masonry constiction ormodified tmber-frame construédn with brick-cladfrontfacadesWith
sharedstrucural framing and paytwalls,each hosein a ow was dependerin itsneighbor 6r stuctural
stablity. With the increasng availaility of pattern books, such as Asher Benjars American Builders
Companion (published in six edibns between 1806 anti827), local builderfiad acces$o drawings and
instructions for exterior and interior plans and detals.

Federalstyle rowhousesisualy had a thee-bay faade with o full sories ove a high basment and an
additional halfstory unde a peakedaof with the ridge ine runnng paralkl to e frontfacade. Very modest
housescould be wo bays widewhile grander town househadthree full stories, and coud be upto five bays
wide. The front (and sometimesear) ficade was usuglcladin red bick laid in theFlemish bondpattern
which alternated a stretchand a heder in everyrow. This system Howed the linking of the nore expensive
facebrick with the cheaper, rougher brick behind. Walls were usually two “wytlesightinches, hick.
Because bric was fabrcated by handiimolds (raberthan by nachine),it was elatively porousTo protect
the brck surfae and slow watepenetraibn, facades were ofh paintd.

Theplanarquality of Federal gyle facadesvas releved byornamenin theform of lintels, entancesstoops
with iron railings, cornices, and dorme3oorway and window lintsl, senin a varety of types(flat, incised
or molded), were commonly brownstone. Themost ornanental feaure was thedoorway, oftenframed with
columnsandsidelightsand topped wit a recangular tansom or fanght,and having aiagle wooden paneH
door.Some granderater houss, lke theHamilton-Holly House, haddrgeround-achedentrancewith Gibbs
surroundsThe entrancevas approached by &o®p — a fight of brownsbne stepplaced v one side ofhe
facace — on the pdor floor above a basgent level Wrought-iron ailings with fnialslined he stoop and
enclosed araways. Windowopeningsat theparlorand second sties wereusualy the same hght (the size
sometimegliminished onthe thirdstory) and were alighed and the sane width from stoy to sbry. The wood-
framedsashwere double hung and mitlight (typically six-ove-six). Shutters wee common on the exterio.
A wooden cornice wita molded faseiextended aoss he frontalongthe eavewhich carreda built-in gutter.
A leaderhea and downspotuthatdrained ord the silewalk extended down tifacade onhe opposki side
from the doorwayPedimented osegmental deners on therbnt roofslope usully had deoratvewoaod trim,
andthe top sash were often arched with decorative muniihe. oof was covered wh continuousvood
sheathmg over theafters and @dd in shte.

Theoriginal desgn of the Hamilton-Holly Housevas charaeftrisic of the Federastyle in its FEmish bond
brickwork, high sbop with wroughtronwork, ornamemd entrane, molded pdimentstone linted, molded and
modillionedcornice, peaked roof, and segmental double dorniteéssmadeparticdarly notable asa gand bwn
houseby its 26-foot width, 3-1/2story height,and long pdor-storywindows (whid originally opened onto a
balcony),round-ached Gibbs suound entranceith triple keystne, vemiculaed blocksand fanlght, ard white
marhble basewith openings also with Gibbs surroun@urviving houses othisperiod wth entances wit Gibbs
surroundsire rae M Despite the lossf the ornice andome other architecturéétails, he Hamilton-Holly House




is alsoamong theare suriving and signficanty intactManhattandawn houses othie Federstyle, period,and
3-1/2-story, dormeredgaked-rob type (dating from 183 to 182).'?

The Hanilton-Holly House'®

In November 1833heNo. 4 St. Mark’sPlace house wagsurchasedrbm Thomas E. Dasifor $15500 by
Col. Alexander Hamtbn, son othe lde AlexandeHamilton, the first U.S. Secreary of the Treasuy.* This was
thehome duringhe net nineyears (until 1842) of the Hamilton and Holly families, including (accading to city
directories)variously, Elizabeth Schugr Hamiton,the senior tamilton’swidow; herdaughterEliza Hamiton
Holly, and her husban&idney Augusts Holly, and ColHamilton and his wik, Elza P. Knox Hamitin.

After Alexander Hamtbn’s de#h in 1804 m a duel with AaronBurr, Elza S. Hamilbn (1757-18&4) was left
nearlydestiute o raisetheirseven chdren - theyoungest wa only two -- by herglf. Born in Albany, $ie was
the second daughteof the wealthyand aristocriac Gen. PHip and Calterine Van Renssaér Schuydr. Her
father'sdeath jist fourmonths ater hethusband’s mvided hewith a modesinheitanceof money ard property,
butshe lved the nextive decades on modesieans,&lying on frends (who orgamed a se@t subsdption fund
to cancel Hamtbn’s debs) and fanily, al® petiioning he governmentor herhusband’s pemsn and othe
benefits.Mog of Alexarder Hamilton’s subsintial debt had acaed with he purchase o& 35-ace Harlem
summerestag propen, its landscapingand the cortsucion of ahouse, The Grang&§01-02, John McComb,
Jr.)* RealizhgthatEliza coutl not be pubitly disposessed of The Grangdamilton’s executos purchasethe
homeand soldtito herat haf price. She retinedthepropery unti November 1833when it wasold for$25,000
to Thomas E. Davis, at the time of the &miltons’ purdhase from Rwvis of Na 4 St. Marks Place.

According to Ron Chernow, aithor of Alexander Hamilton, a recert biography,

Because Eliza Hamilton tried to erase herself from her husband’ s story, she haslanguished in virtually
complete historical obscurity. ... In fact, she was a woman of towering strength and integrity who
consecr ated much of her extended widowhood to serving widows, orphans, and poor children. On March
16, 1806, less than two years after the duel, Eliza and other evangelical women cofounded the New York
Orphan Asylum Society, the first private orphanage in New York.

She saved as seond directress andthenfrom 1821 to 1848 asfirst directress of the Saiety.

Col. Hamilton (L786-1875)the etlest iving son, graduatd from Columbia College h 1804 and became a
lawyer, later grvingin the Dike of Welington’'s amy and a aU.S infartry ceptain in the War of 1812. He
married Eliza P. Knox in 1817. In 182, he be@me aU.S. district atorney h Flolida, and was appoiet land
commissonerof easern Fbrida byPresidenMonroe in 1823. Upohis réurn b New York, hebecame inglved
in realesta¢. Elza Hamilon Holly (1799-1859)the yungest Hamibn daughteand wife ofmerchantSidney
AugustusHolly (died c. 1842)became hemothers primay caetaker m her laér years Neithersibling had
children.

In 1841, theWaslington Marine (later Wahington Mutual) Insurame Ca foreclosed a No. 4 St. Marks
Place,though the Hamiltonsral Hollysappeared inthe 184243 citydirecory asstil living here. h 1843-45,
Eliza Hamiton and Elza Holly (now a widow) Ived atNo. 63Prince Sreet; they moved to \Ashington D.C.,
where Elia Hamilbn survied to he age of 97.

From1843 to 1849, No. 4 SMark’s Plae was the homef Isaac C. Van Wycland hs son, Cornels . Van
Wyck, oil and candle merchantsin the firm of Isaac C. Van Wyck & Son. lappearshat it became a
boardinghouseight aftertheirresideicy. The Van Wyckdmily retaned ownership othe house uft1863.

The St. Mark’sPlace Neighborhood and Hdton-Holly House i the Laé 19" Century®’

Commercialand insitutional intrusions ard the arival of immigrants erded S. Mark’s Place’s fashimable
heydaybefore the Avil W ar. Inthe 1850sBroadway nott of HoustorStreetwas tranformed fom a regiential
into a signficantcommercial dstrict. Also beginning inthe 1&0s, the Lower East Side(the are bounndedroughly
by 14" Street, the East Rivethe Bowery/Third Avenue, and Catherine Street) became knolieiasleutschland
(“Little Germany”)due to théauge infux of German-4seaking inmigrans. Aside fom therf presene asresidents,
theseimmigrants contibuted in sgnificant wag to he vibmntcommercal and cultiral ife of the neghborhood
andthe city at large. By 188Qhis neighbohood mnstituted oe-fourth of he citys populaion and washe
leading German-Amnerican cater in the US. A masiveexodus of ws from EasternEurgpe from the 1B880s to
World War | ledto approxmatelytwo million Jewsh immgrants sttling in New York; moslived for atime on
the LowerEast Sideestabikhingtheirown cultual and régious insitutions here




This block ofSt. Mark’sPlacealso begatmo changen the 1850sas theformer residets moved nothward
andtheir singlefamily residences were converted into mukiplwvellings or boardinghouses, as well as other uses,
suchas clubs or community cuital insttutions*® Hasteninghechangein the residential chacter of St. Mirk’s
Place, a wice varietyof majorcultural, religious, commarial, and educatinal ingitutionslocatal nearbyin the
mid- to lated9" centiry, including Coogr Urion (185358, Fredeick A. Peersn), Asbor Phceand Tlird
Avenue; and Tompkins Market/ 7" Regiment Armoy (185560, James Bogardus arndarshall Lefferts
demolishel), Third Avenue and East 7" Stred. The New York Free Circating Library, OtiendorfeBranch,and
GermanDispensay (1883-84, William Sclickel), 135 and 137 Second Avenuwamong otherscateed to the
German community.'® The Third Avenue elvated ailroad openedn 1878. Mosbf the Feleral $yle houses on
this block of St Mark’s Plae were demokhed for deserdevelopmenwith French fats andénements bateen
1874 and 1902°

From1863 to 1903 e formerHamiltonHolly House wa®wned by Johiw. Miller (died c. 18%) ard his
estaé. Miller, a buter merchanin thefirm of John W. Miller& Bro. atthe Washirgton Market, residel around
theblock at No. 41 East 7" Street A two-sbry, nearly53-footrear addion to theHamilton-Holly Housewvas huilt
c.1865-66 inthe lage reayard? Apparently, dirst-goryinteiior hal was crated athistime.According toNew
York Times advetisements in 1874, it appearsa have been @ntal neetinghall;in 1880, Repulitans ofthe 14’
Assembly District methere. Theupper stoes becameapartmert, and aife esape was irtalled on theront
facade.ln 1896-99, a mmmercial terant was Central Art Studio (Emil Heyman, proprigor) for commeral
photographsind cragn portréts. John W. Millers will was probatein 1896, atvhich time his estée wasworth
$250,000 plusraadditbnal $35,000r real stat. No. 4 StMark’s Place wagplaced atuctionin 1903 (abng
with Miller’'s other poperties onthis black: Nos. 16and D St. Mark’s Place and Nos. 1927 ard 41 East 1
Street)?

20" CenturyHistory of Greenwich Vilage andhe East Vilage?®

After a periodof dedine, Greenwich Village was be&oming known, prior toWorld War Ifor its hisbric and
picturesquegualitiesjtsaffordale housng, andhe diwersiy of its popuhtion andocialand poliical ideas. Many
artistsand wriers, aswvell astouiists, were attacted ¢ the Village. At thesame tine, as obsged bymuseum
curatorJan S. Ramirez

As early as 1914 a committee of Village property owners, merchants, social workers, and realtors had
embarked on a campaign to combat the scruffy image the local bohemian populace had created for the
community. ... Under the banner of the Greenwich Village Improvement Society and the Greenwich
Village Rebuilding Corporation, this alliance of resdents and businesses also rallied to arrest the
district’s physical deterioration... their ultimate purpose was to reinstate higher-income-level families
and young professionalsin the Village to stimulate its economy. Shrewd realtor s began to amass their
holdings of dilapidated housing.?*

Thesevarious factors ahthe increase desirability ofthe Village lead toa realestaé boom — “rerg incrased
during the B20s by 14 percem and in somecases by as mhcas 300percent.?® According to Luther Harris

From the 1920s through the 1940s, the population of the Washington Square district changed
dramatically. Although a group of New York’s elite remained until the 1930s, and some even later, most
of their single-family homes were subdivided into flats, and most of the new apartment houses were
designed with much smaller one- and two-bedroomunits. New resi dentswer e mainly upper-middle-class,
professional people, including many young married couples. They enjoyed the convenient location and
Villageatmosphere wit hitsinformality, itscultural heritage, and, for some, its bohemian associations.?®

Older rowhouses were remodeled to attract a more affluemtele or as aidts sudios.

New York Universty, partcularly after World War I, be@ame a majorinsitutional pregnce around
WashingtorSquaré’ Vanderhlt Hall (1950), the man building of the Law School, at thesouthwestorner otthe
Squareat MacDougal Sreet, was the vangrd of the wniversity’s expansionand rew canstrudion to the sout.
During the 1950sthe ara south ofWashingtonSquare, to Hbustm Street, was also tagetedfor urban rerewd.
The surviving histod streetsd the west became particulapppular for coffee houses, restauraats]j clubs.

Theresidatialand cultiral degrability of the “East Vilage” increased wh the emoval otheThird Avenue
El in 1955 As indicaed by Terry Mller,



the psychological barrier that had marked the eastern boundary of Greenwich Village was gone. Blocks
that once had no prestige were suddenly seen as intriguing, and apartments here were less costly than
those in Greenwich Village. ... As artists and writers moved east, the blocks from &. Mark’s Place to
Tenth Street were the first to hint that the Lower East Sde was being transformed. Realtors began
marketing the area as “ Village East,” and by 1961 asthe“ East Village,” a name that stuck. %

In the 1%0s, the East Village beamehome toa number okey BeatGeneration witers, induding Allen Ginsberg,
William Burroughs, Norman Maél, and W.H. Auden. The ighborhood vas renowned foits protestart and
politics, galleies, poetry and coffeehouses, booksres,clubs,and theEast Village Other “undergound
newsmper (196-72).

FromWorld War | to the 1940sSecond Avenue between Eagl' andHouston Strets had beenonsideed
the hearbf New York’s Jewish @mmunity known as théYiddish Riako”
for its roleas the world’s enter of Yiddish theaterAs Yiddish thater detined,the EasVillage gave rge in he
1950sto off-Broadway thater,including thePhoenix Theatg1953-61)in theformer Louis N. Jafé Art Theater
(YiddishArt Theate) building, 181189 Secondvenue?*the Orpheum Theat¢l958), 12&econd Avenue; and
Ellen Stevart’s La Mama Theatre(1962), 321 East 9" Stred (after 1969 at 74 East 4" Street).

The East Village's “ountercuture” scene entered onSt. MarKs Place. Ns. 19-25 (in prt formerly
Arlington Hall) had been the PolisdationalHome (Polski Dom Harodowygince he 1920s.d the 1960s the
Dom” was &socided with a number of semnal figures of tke perial, including Timothy Leary am his
“psychedelic celebréions; the countercuiure band The Fug, and Andy Warhd’s “T he Exploding Plagic
Inevitable,” featuring his fims peformedwith live music by the \elvet Undemground. Fa a time the Electric
Circus dsco, his fadlity became a communijtcener afer 1971.

20"-Century Historyof the Hamilton-Holly Housé’

From19® to 1952 the former Hamlton-Holly Housewasowned by the family of Chalesard Anna C
Meisel. The firg siory wasused, begining in 1901y themusicalinstumentamportexportfirm of C. Meisel,
Inc. estabished1878) and thétalian-Musical Sting Co.The basemeneVel wasadapted focommercal use.
Otherbusinesss Isted hee in dilectores between 192%d 1950included a dentalaborabry, a photography
studio,and ageneal contrador, aswell asthe Omega Delt®hi fraernity. At the timeof its salein 1952, he
building containd, accordig to theTimes, “a store, club, agrtments andwuditorium.®*

Rev. Nicola (Nick) Arseny, of QGeveland, (hio, was theowner d this property from 192 to 19€. A 1955
applicdionfor a Certiicate of Occupancynidicatal that hebuilding was to hous@ basemet store; an art gallery
(front) and theadr (rea)) on the frststory, a onefamily aparinent (font) and office (rea) of the second sty;and
a one-family apatmen on thethird stay (plus atic). From 1955 urtil 1967, this bulding had asignificant,
colorful, and contoversal theatrcal higory, reflecting ts location onSt. Mark’s Place dumg the culural
ascendancyf the EasVillage and of ofBroadway theater Actressmanager Juli Bovasso eablished and
direcedthe 12-seat BmpoPlayhousehere in1955, where shis credited wih the Amercanpremiees of works
by Jean Genet, Eugenenlesco, aniichel de Ghdderode. The nonrprofit theater was closkfor aportion of the
1955-56season athe Ciy’s Licene Departmeninsisted hat itrequieda theatr license. Plagyperfomed athe
Tempowere: Genet'§he Maids; Gertrude Stein’$n a Garden andThree Sisters Who Are Not Sisters; Arthur
Schnitzler'sThe Gallant Cassiam; Jean Cocteau’She Typewriter; lonesco’sAmedee andThe Lesson; Howard
Blankman’s Amish musical By Hex; de Ghelderode'&scurial; George Bernard Shds/ Press Cuttings and
O'Flaherty, V.C.; Henrik Ibsen’d ady Fromthe Sea; and Moliere’sThe Doctor in Spite of Himself. Thefirst Obie
Awards,given br off-Broadway thater bythefledgling The Village Voice in 1955-56, recognized Ms. Bovasso
as besactres inThe Maids and, in a speal citation, the Terpo Playhouse as &st experimetal theater.

In December 1957he frontportion of the frst storyopened ashe Pyramd Gallerywith an exhbition of
drawingsby contemporar panters ad sculpors. The heatewas known in 1958 akhe Pyranid Theaterwhich
presentéd Michael Hastings Don’'t Destroy Me ard the New York premere of Seymar Baralls opera
Chanticleer, and, later, asht Little Theater, in which SchnitzlerAnatol was perfomed.In July1959,the Key
Theater was esthlished here by Nils L. Cruz andRobert E. Judgéelhe Times mentiond thatt was a “115seat
house gquippe with a prescenium stag.”? Performed herwere Eugen®’Neill's early shorplaysThe Movie
Man, Abortion, andThe Sniper; August Strindberg’$he Dance of Death; James ComorthoonEvery Other Evil;
Anton Chekhov’s one-act play©n the High Road, The Wedding, andThe Anniversary; and “Lorca and 3 New
Playwrights,” including Fredeico Garcia Lorca’sThe Virgin, the Sailor, and the Student/ Chimera. By 1961, he
building housed three sculptorsusios.




From 1961 to 1967, No4 St.Mark’s Place was owred by Thedora Mlt Flynn Bergery (198-2004), a
des@ndant of the Rhode Island branchof the (lt family, related toSanuel Colt, invenbr of the Cdt revolver.
Bergey was a soratime poet, stagand movie atress, nterior decoratorand paingr. After traveling with her
children for yearsin France ,where sheencauntered snall circuses, Bergely purchasedthis bulding in order to
produceher own circus, The Children’s Circushich debutedn December 1964and ran fotwo wintes. She
hiredthe Gamler Brothes Circus andaccordingo theTimes, “the Gangér-Bergey families have beeplaying
togetherand liing together orthe uppe floors of the buildig with the atimals.” Bergery re-named it the Beery
Theater'to try to revive the dag when the Bowerwas a jazg place.”®® William C. Curtis’ The Kumquat in the
Persimmon Tree played atthe Bowery Theater in 262. By June 183, it had beome The Howff, “a theater-café
with a Sottish atmosphere run by aWelshman born in Turkey,®* Roy Guest, who had previously opeated awell-
knownfolk must club n Edinburghlt showcasedhe World of Kurt Weill in Song, with Martha Schlammand
Will Holt, the evueRule, Britannia??, and thdsraeli panbmime duo Solomonra Mina Yakim.

Asthe New Bowery Theat in 1964t wasthe sie of Malcoin L. LaPradeand AlanHelm’s mustal comedy
Will theMail Train Run Tonight? and &rry Douglas’ musicalNever Say Dye. In March 1964 (a#ir theCity closed
the GramercyArts Theatey, it alo becamehe venudor the showing of arly avantgarde “undergrund” films
by the Fim-Makers’Cooperative under dnas Mekas, then film critic offhe Village Voice and edior-pubisher
of Film Culture magazineThe work of th&Kuchar Brobhers wasntroduced here, including the premieréelofist
for Ecstay.” The dstrict attorney’s office raided the theater, seizng Jadk Smith’s allegedly “obscer” film
“Flaming Creatures” ad arresting Mekas. H was agin arrested for shwing Genet’s “Un Chant d’Amour.”

In 1965-66 No. 4 3. Mark’s Pace was thdocation of the nted andeclectic Bridg Theaer, and also
containg an artgaller. “Light atist’ Rudi Sternlatercalled the Bridge “the mosixciting theater in Mw York
City at thatime.”* One of theheater’s specities was experimental playArthur Sainer’'¥he Bitch of Waverly
Place, The Blind Angel, andGod Wants What Men Want were performed here, as well @ org Buchner’s
Woyzeck. This was ado a sigrficantdowntown venue fotcontemporar dancejn aprogram cdéd “Dance athe
Bridge.” Among the roted daners and choreogapheas(manyasodated with JudsonChurch’sexperimerdldane
programand with Merce Cuningham) whosavork wasperformedhere were_ucinda Childs, Yvorme Raner,
Meredith Monk, TrishaBrown, andKenneth King *® whose perfanances wereeviewed bytheNew York Times
andDance magazine Undegroundfilms continuedbeing shavn here asthedownbwn venueof the mdtown
Film-Maker’'sCinematheque. Contempary clasikal musc anduncanvertional music were feauredhere & well,
including Yoko Ono and The Fugs, irsaries of midnght showsn 1965. “The operats oftheembatied Bridge
Theater,” accordingto theNew York Times, were broughbefore he Departmenof Licensesr April 19660n
variouspetty vblations but mainy forthe burning of an Americaflag n “LBJ,” an ani-Vietnam Warskit, during
abenefit The theatr was chayed with “ashow.. that wasmmoral indecentind againgthe publc welfae” and
with “not obtain[ing] an opa flame pernit.”*” A committe of aristsandwriters, heade by poetllen Ginsbeg,
held a presxonferencet thetheate and denounced “pigt officials.. [who were]conductinga campaign 6
harassmertb drive avangardeartistic endeavorsut of the city.®® The charges werultimatelydropped, buthe
building’s use aa theatr ended.

It was purchagkin 1967 bySauland Sark Arons and &nfordF. and Bette Ann Cohen;ttis ownerkip was
latertransérred b 4 St. Marks RiceRedty and Sone Fre Ralty LLC. Saul Arons (190-1995), a Blish-born
furrier whose firm was the House of Arowecz, operated “Mr. A,” fur traderdn The Undergroundni the
basemenof No. 4St. Mark’s Place in the 1970Breviousy, Ground Foor Attic, an atiquesstore was locatd
in the basend level unti 19663° A commercial tenant in1967 was the Headquars, aused-cbthing empaum
andcabaretFrom c. 1969 tatleast1 993, theifst-story ace was lrhbo, a clating sbre. Shce 1980, Tras&
Vaudeulle has beera tenant, nowccupyingthe entirebasement and firgtory commerciaspacesThe upper
storiesare refdentia.

Descripton
No. 4 St. Mark’s Place is a6-footwide and3-1/2storyFederaktyle town houe clad onhe first through

thethird staies of the front facack in Flenmish band brickwork. The basemaent level, entirely clad in white marde
(now painted)and surmoumd bya waterable, haswo openingsvith Gibbs sirrounds ¢riginally windows, now
with a non-historic eaernmetatandglass dooanda nonhistoric wedem andedsworeront, bah with rdldown
gates).The concretg@aved aeaway ha corcreie steg down anda rolldowvn gate beneaththe stmp; originally
therewere a wroughiron fence ad gates. Ahigh, wide nonthistoric brick and $one foop with non-higtoric
wroughtiron railings andhigh gats lead€o theround-ached entrace, which haa stonerfow painted)Gibbs



surroundwith triple keystne (wih vermtulatal centrakeysbne) and vaniculatdblocks, deg pareled reveals
(includingin the arch), aneé decorative mided transonbar (the doble metal doos and single-pae fanlight are
non-historic).Thewindows of the first througlhe thirdstories lave mdded pediment store lintels.Thelongfirst-
storywindows, orginally with nineovernine doubledungwood sashgriginally opened onto a badny having
awrought-ironrailing (remowed pre-19®); the esternwindow has a siigle commercal sbrefrontpane, whig the
westernopeningcurrently has a shopbnt entance wih a non-hétoric metalandglass doarNon-higoric iron
stairswith a meal platorm lead to his entance and aiXed-boxneon sign habeen plaed abovseit; lights are
placedabove thdirst sory. Sash was oginally six-oversix doublehungwood; seond-story windows currently
haveone-orer-ore dowble-hung sah (with metalgrate$, while thid-sbry windows have paédsmall one-over-
onedouble-hung sash. Adownspout is placedt the westeredge ofthe buitling. A lae-19"-century decorative
iron fire escape w&s placed b the westerrsecton of the secod and third staes, leading to the @estern dorrar.
A banner poldas been plced onhe third story. The house oginally had a maled and modiloned wooden
cornice; this was emoved (posi1939) andHhe cornicearea was pged and teninatedby a meal guter. The
peakedoofhas orginalsegmental double dormers, origiyaticed with colonnettes and now parged on all sides;
four-overfour doublehung wood sastvith ssgmentatops wereaeplacedwvith rectangula one-oer-onewood
sash.

Report prepad by
JAY SHOCKLEY
Research Departent
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FINDIN GS AND DESIGNATION

Onthe basis of a careful consideration of the histitvyarchitectureand other features of
this building, the Landmarks Presation Commission findthat the Fmilton-Holly House ha a
speciakcharacteand a spaal histaical ard aesthic interestand values part bthe deelopment
heritage, and cultural charaderistics of New York City.

TheCommissiorfurtherfinds that, among its important qualities, the HamiltotyHéouse
alarge town house at 4 St. Mark’s Plac¢he East Village section of Manhattan, was consgrlic
in 1831 in the Federal 3¢/ characterized and made notabletbyinusual 26-foot width and 3-1/2-
story height, Flemish lond brickvork, high stoop, log parlo-floor windows, Gibbs surround
entrancewith triple keystone and grmiculded blocls, whitemarble lase with pening also with
Gibbs surrounds, molded pediment lintels, peaked roof, andle@ggnental dormers; that the
entireblock of St. Marks PlaceEast 8 Street)between Third and Second Avenues was built by
English-borrreal estate developer Thomas E. Davis, who sold this house in 1833 to Col. Alexander
Hamilton,son of the late first U.S. Secretafythe Treasuryand that this was the home during the
nextnine yeas of Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton, the seniontléon’s widow, herdaughterEliza
Hamilton Holly, and fer husband Sidney, and Col. Hamilton and his wife Eliza; that, in 1843-49,
it was the bme of saac CVan Wyck and Is son Cornelius, oil and candle merchants, the Van
Wyck family retainirg owneship until 1&3 but,by the 1850shouses othis formely fashionale
block were no longer singlexiily dwellings; that No. 4 veaowned from 18681903 by butter
merchantJlohn W. Miller, who in the 1860s built a large two-story eddition with a first-story
meetinghall, and that, from 1901 to 1952, the house was owned and used in freatrbysical
instrumensfirm of C. Meisel, Inc.; that the buildirttad a significant and colorful theatiitastory
from 1955 t01967, reflecting its location on St. Mark’s Plaleing the cultural ascendanafthe
EastVillage, ard that among other uses, it was the Tempo [Riage, New Boweryheater, and
Bridge Theater, noted venues for experimental theabetemporary musicra dance, red early
undergroundilms; and that, despite the loss of some architectutalsigheHamiltonHolly House
isamong the rare survivirand sgnificantly intact largeManhattan town houses of the Federdésty
period, and 3-1/2-stoyylormered peaked-roofjtg.

Accordingly, pursuant tolte provsions of Chapter 74, Section 3020 of the Charter of the
City of New York ad ChapteB of Title 25 ofthe Administrative Code of the City of Ne¥ork,
the Landnarks Prservaton Commission designates as a Landmarktamilton-Holly House, 4
St.Mark’s PlaceBorough of Manhattan, and desggesManhattan Tax Map Blodg43, Lot 11, as
its Landmark Site.
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