£

ERE

wlaad
(73

W hatiad

ERY)

ISSion

=

Landmarks Preservation Comm

New York City
188¢






LADIES’ MILE HISTORIC DISTRICT

Designated 2 May 1989

W 24th St

Madison

||

Square

South

Ave

Avenue

Seventh

Park

Square

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Numbers indicate addresses within district.







~acfes Mile Historic Zistrict Cesignaticn Repor:

PRESERVATIOCKN COMMISSION

Preparéd ov ITne Reseszron Jepartment

Zgiter: Marjorie Pearson, Director of Research

Eciteria’ Comsuiitans:

Nency Goeschel

womputer Programming/Report Design: Marion Clisaver

Resaarch/Writing/Protogranhy : Janet Agams, Javid Breiner, Mizhas

Corbett, Mirande Oupuy. Sale Harr{s, Lisa
Koenigsberg, Margaret Maiiszewski, Lynne
Martivey, Kevin Mepugh, Susan Strauss, Slisa
Urnaneg: (i

Regearcn Assistant: Leah Strigier, Student Intern

Comauter ConsuiTant:

Mowarc Voge'

For ageitiona! mesearch the Commissicon thanks

- The Committee to Save the City: Margaret Moore

- Tihe Orive to Protect Ladies Mite: Lawrence AbuhofT,

Andraw Genr

~ Tre Society for the Architecture of the City: Christabe’l Gough

Thomas Svans
Savid A. Garcia
Sarah Bradforc Lancau

Fsorge 3. Lewds

COMMISSIONERS
cavid F.m. Todd, Chairmen
27 V9ot Willensky, Vice-Chairman
Sene A. Norman
Ado T Placzek
vildred Schmertz

Saston Silve

Lee Welintraubd






Sixth Avenue Between West 22nd Street and West 23rd Street (West Side)
continuation of . . . No. 711 Sixth Avenue
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SIXTH AVENUE
Between West 23rd Street and West 24th Street
EAST SIDE

716-722 SIXTH AVENUE between West 23rd Street and West 24th Street (East Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 825/1]

See listing under 71 West 23rd Street
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EAST 15TH STREET
Between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West

The block of East 15th Street between Fifth Avenue and Union Square
West forms one of the southern boundaries of the district. It is flanked
at the Fifth Avenue corners by eleven-story store and loft buildings which
share certain characteristics: facades organized into three major
divisions consisting of a base, a large midsection arranged in bays, and a
top {(capital), uniform materials -- brick, stone and terra cotta, and
classically-inspired ornament. These buildings (discussed under their
Fifth Avenue addresses) are the dominant building type in the district.

On the north side of the street are two additional buildings, R. H.
Robertson's striking Romanesque Revival YWCA Building (1887) at number 5-9
and the small polychromatic building at number 13-17 (1877) with
ground-story shops and flats on the upper twe stories. Both of these date
from the middle development phase of the district. The YWCA provided
services to many of the young women working in the area, while the smaller
building offered working and living accommodations to proprietors of small
business establishments.
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EAST 15TH STREET
Between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West
North Side

5 EAST 15TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West {North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 843/1]

See listing under 73 Fifth Avenue

HHHHEHRH

7-11 EAST 15TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 843/8]

Y.W.C.A.
TYPE STYLE
Institution Romanesque Revival
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
Robert Henderson Robertson Y.W.C.A,

DATE OF GONSTRUCTION: 1885-87
SUMMARY

The YWCA, a Romanesque Revival building of five stories with a basement,
constructed during the middle development phase of the district, is
located in the middle of the block. Seventy-five feet wide, it is

clad in brownstone and red brick. Designed by the prominent New York
architect R.H, Robertson, this architecturally-distinguished building
was constructed in 1885-87 as the first part of a larger complex of
buildings for the YWCA. The design with its prominent central pavilion
was praised by Montgomery Schuyler. Built under the direction of
Margaret Louisa Shepard with money from many prominent New York families
and institutions to assist young women alone in the city, and subsequently
occupied by the Rand School for Seccial Science and other organizations
involved in the labor movement and socialist polities, it is important
both for its social history and its architecture.

HISTORY

The Y.W.C.A. at 7-11 East 15th Street, designed in 1885 by the

prominent architect R.H. Robertson was built in 1885.87 with

money donated by John J. Astor and Margaret Louisa Shepard and many

other wealthy New York families and businesses, including the leading
retail establishments in the neighborhood. Its plamming and furnishing
were under the guidance of Mrs. Shepard, daughter of William H. Vanderbilt
and wife of Elliott F. Shepard, a lawyer, banker, and railroad builder

and owner of the New York Mail and Express newspaper. As an institution,
the Y.W.C.A. had been founded only fifteen years earlier. Its purposes
were "to aid self-supporting young women by providing special training
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East 15th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (North Side)
continuation of . . . No. 7-11 East 15th Street

in such industries as were adapted to them; to assist them to obtain
employment; and to provide opportunities for self-culture.® This
building contained a library of 20,000 volumes, the first circulating
library in New York open to women, a reading room, classrooms, a
chapel-auditorium, a social room, and an employment office. Classes
were offered in Bible study, physical culture, and every kind of employ-
able skill including type-writing, stenograpy, photogravure, needlework,
art, and garment work. Such skills were much in demand among the busi-
nesses and industries in the vicinity.

Montgomery Schuyler considered the design of the facade, which he called
"a conscious and deliberate essay in the historical Romanesque,” to be
"an interesting application of the style to a modern street front,"

a difficult and laudable achievement.

In 1889-91, the Y.W.C.A. facilities were greatly expanded with an annex
to the original building, a residential hall (the Margaret Louisa Home),
and a corridor linking the original building with the residential

hall, all on an adjacent lotr which fronts only on East 16th Street.
These are discussed in a separate entry listed at 14-16 East 16th Street.

In 1917 the Y.W.C.A. moved out of this building which then became knowm as
"The People's House" of the Society of the Commonwealth Center. It
was occupied by a variety of crganizations associated with the labor
movement and soclalist politics in New York City. Chief among these
was the Rand School of Social Science, one of the leading socialist
institutions in the city, a publisher of scholarly material on the
labor movement, and a victim of persecution by the New York State
Legislature. Other tenants in the 1920s included the United Neckwear
Makers, the Amalgamated Metal Workers, the Woman’s Trade Union League,
the Local New York Socialist Party, the Allied Dental Council, the
Cloak Button Workers, and the New York Committee of the Socialist
Party.

As "The People’s House" the building was also a cultural and social
center, with its library, attic gymnasium, auditorium converted to a
dance hall, bookstore, and, in the basement, People’s House Cafeteria
and Restaurant,

In 1956 the building was taken over by the International Association
of Machinists who converted the gymnasium and some classrooms to office
space. In 1974 the dance hall was changed back to a meeting hall and
the remaining classrooms converted to office use.

The current owner is Nichiren Shoshu Soka Gakkai of America (NSA), an

international Buddhist organization. The building is now known as the
NSA New York Cultural Center.
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East 15th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (North Side)
continuation of . . . No. 7-11 East 15th Street

Prior to the construction of the Y.W.C.A., in 1885, the site was occupied
by a large three-story brick house known as the Brown House, which was
built in 1853 and was set back from the street and surrounded by an open
yard. The Brown House was acquired by the Y.W.C.A. in 1875, and occupied
by them in the years before the present building was constructed.

ARCHITECTURE

EAST 15TH STREET FACADE

The five-story street facade of the Y.W.C.A. is in a twe-part vertical
composition with an attic and a central pavilion that rises for the full
height of the building. Most of the windows are original or replacement
wooden sash, and are casement windows except at the top floor where they
are double hung.

The building is set back from the property line for the width of its
areaway, still in place, bordered by an original decorative wrought

iron fence, now slightly diminished in size at either end of the building.
The fence is interrupted by 2 steps and a shallow landing leading to the
central entryway. A pair of bollards at the sidewalk have modern lamps,

The basement facade, visible in the areaway, contains two simple
rectangular window copenings in a rusticated wall on either side, all
of which are altered. The original bluestone aresway steps and bottom
landing are intact.

The first-story base of the design contains two arches in a rusticated
stone wall on either side of the entrance pavilion. These arches,
outlined in round frames that meet in a carved boss between each

pair of arches, enclose stone transom bars at the imposts

and central stone muntins. Several of the transom windows have been
altered, and the westermmost bay is a brick wall with a modern door.
The entrance pavilion is a projecting rectangular bay with rounded
sides, a rusticated base, a smooth surface above the impost, and a
rounded cornice with its ends carved in a foliate pattern. Where a
ribbon embossed with the words "Young Women’s Christian Association®
once ran across the smocth upper surface of this pavilion, there are
now the metal letters saying "NSA Hew York Culture Center”. The

front door is aluminum framed below a wood transom. The base is unified
by a foliate molding at the impost and by a simple beltcourse across
the entire facade.

The main portion of the facade, framed in rusticated stone end piers,
contains a one-story tier and a two-story arcade, unified by

the similar treatment of wall surfaces in contrast to the

base and attic, and by a two-story arched bay window in the wider
central pavilion. The two tiers are separated by a smooth
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East 15th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (North Side)
continuation of , . . No. 7-11 East 15th Street

band with a central string course that rests on foliate carvings at
either end. The two rectangular windows on either side of the central
pavilion are framed by thin colonnettes and enclose a grid of casement
windows with two tall sashes below twe pairs of half-sized sashes in
each, divided by a cental stone muntin and two stone transom bars.
Between the windows are stone banded brick walls. The three-sided
central bay windows which rises two stories inside a three-story arch
consist of a lower casement and a transom in each of its sides. There
are rich foliate panels at the base of each side, and a pipe colonnette
dropping from a lion mask at the two angles of the bay window, at this
level only.

The arcade of the upper tiers has very slightly recessed rusticated
spandrel panels. The walls between the arches and the arch spandrels are
brick with stone quoins., The third-story rectangular side windows

have transoms over double-hung windows that have replaced

casement windows. The brick side arches are outlined in round frames
that meet in foliate bosses between the pairs of side windows and in
wild asymmetrical foliate panels at the impost of the embellished stone
central arch.

In the central pavilion, the second story of the angled bay window is
identical to the story below minus the decorative base panels and lion
masks atop pipe colonnettes. The wide arch of the top floor is framed
in a grid with six casement windows and three solid, foliate panels.

A cormice composed of a pair of round moldings that end in carved
foliate designs terminates this portion of the design.

The attic consists of a wide trabeated opening on either side of a
blocky central pavilion. The three main divisions of this level are
framed by heavy piers topped by four-sided dome-shaped coping blocks
with finjals. Between the two central coping blocks, above the central
pavilion, is a modern aluminum parapet. Each of the side openings
encloses four double-hung windows framed in engaped Romanesque colonnettes
separated by a square pier. The central pavilion, likewise, is a
trabeated opening with a cluster of three Romanesque colonnettes at
either end and a single such colonnette in the middle carrying a richly
carved foliate frieze. The central pavilion is topped with a hip

roof which itself is a windowless dormer to the larger hip roof over
the whole building.
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East 15th Street Between Fiftrh Avenue and Union Square West (North Side)
continuation of . . . No. 7-11 East 15th Street

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS INFORMATION

%1885-87: NB 1290-1885 [Source: New Building Application]

*1889: Alt 834-1889 [Source: Alteration Application]

One-story and basement annex comstructed with Guastavine tile vault floor
and peak roof, measuring 31’ X 64'.

Architect -- Robert Henderson Robertson Owner -- Mrs., Elliott Shepard

1917: Alt 2295-1917 [Source; Alteration Application]

Entire interior redone including new non-bearing partitions,
and new regulation fire escapes installed.

Architect -- Eugene Schoen Owner -- "The People’s House"

1921: Alt 2545-1921 [Source: Alteration Application]

Auditorium floor replaced. Occupants included labor and political orgs.,
the Rand Schoel, auditorium and gym, and club rooms.

Architect -- Eugene Schoen Owner -- Society of the Commonwealth Center

1956: Alt 1455-1956 [Source: Alteration Application]

Fifth and sixth floor classroom and gymnasium space converted to offices.
Architect -- William & Joseph Vladeck

Owner -- 7 E. 15th Street Machinists Bldg,

REFERENCES
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{1898, rpt. New York, 1967), 691,

Insurance Maps of the City of New York, Borough of Manhattan
{New York: Sanborn, 1920-present), vol. 2, pl. 34,

Insurance Maps of the City of New York, Borough of Manhattan (New York,
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Insurance Maps of the City of New York, Borough of Manhattan (New York,
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Maxwell F. Marcuse, This Was New York! (New York, 1969), 231.
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Margaret Moore, "Ladies Mile Historic District Research for the Designation
Report," presented to the Landmarks Preservation Commission,
Dec. 15, 1987 (unpublished printout), 132.
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East 15th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (North Side)
continuation of . . , No. 7-11 East 15th Street
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19, 1919), 759.
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(Fall., 1985), 2-13.

Montgomery Schuyler, "The Works of R.H. Robertson,” Architectural Record
6 (Oct., 1896), 196.
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1904), 170,171.
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"Young Women'’'s Christian Association Building," American Architect &
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13-17 EAST 15TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (North Side)
{Tax Map Block/lLot: 843/11]

TYPE STYLE

Store and Flats Late 19th C. Commercial
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
Benjamin W, Warner M.M. Van Beuren

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1877
DESCRIPTION

This three-story late 19th-century commercial store and flats building,
constructed during the middle development phase of the distriect, is
located in the middle of the block but at the eastern boundary of

the district. Seventy-five feet wide on the street front, it is sited
on an unusual wedge-shaped lot that extends twenty-eight feet at its
maximum depth. Faced in red brick with contrasting stone trim at

the upper two floors, it has a cast-iron storefront.
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East 15th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (North Side)
continuation of . . . No. 13-17 East 15th Street

HISTORY

Built covering its full wedge-shaped lot in 1877 by Colonel Michael M.
Van Beuren, this building is unusual in that its shape is determined

by the northern line of a pre-urban farm boundary. The site was part of
the early 19th century farm of Henry Spingler and was divided into city
lots in 1810. By 1853 the site was occupied by a one-story brick strue-
ture, probably a stable. Designed by Benjamin H. Warner, this building
was constructed by C.H. Tucker and Son in 1877 with two stores on the
ground floor and a one-family flat on each end of its upper two floors,
probably intended for occupancy by the proprietors of the stores. This
is an uncommon surviving building type within the district,

One of the stores was occupied by Glaze and McCready Shoes, a
characteristic tenant within the district, from its opening until at
least 1914, Since the 1950s the ground floor has been used for storage,
the second floor for offices, and only the third floor as a residence.

ARCHITECTURE

EAST 15TH STREET FACADE

Originally divided into three principal bays by cast-iron pilasters,
the storefromts of the ground level have been bricked in and the
entablature and entrance ways have been covered over with porcelain
enamel panels (which appear to be easily removable). Only the two
central pilasters survive from the original.

Above are two stories of nine windows set in a red brick wall laid in
running bond. All the window sash are recent replacements. The wall
is articulated by a belt course of light stone at the level of the
sills on each story, and by a broken belt course of linked dropped
lintels at the tops of the windows on each story. The iren cornice
is carried by paired brackets with simple panels between each pair,.
Ball finials that originally stood above the ends of the cornice have
been removed.

The top of the east side of the building is expesed above its two-story
neighbor, revealing a brick wall laid in common bond, and a wide
brick chimney.

DEPARTMENRT OF BUILDINGS INFORMATION

*1877: NB 123-1877 [Source: New Building Application]

1942: Alt 1037-1942 [Source: Alteration Application]
Interior converted for storage.

Architect -- Scott & Prescott

Ouner -- Spingler-Van Beuren Estates, Inc,
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East 15th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (North Side)
continuation of . . . No. 13-17 East 1éth Street
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EAST 15TH STREET
Between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West
South Side

2 EAST 15TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (South Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 842/42)

See listing under 71 Fifth Avenue
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WEST 15TH STREET
Between Fifth Avenue and Sixth Avenue
North Side

1-3 WEST 15TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Sixth Avenue (North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 817/44]

See listing under 98-100 Fifth Avenue

A
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EAST 16TH STREET
Between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West

The block of East 1léth Street between Fifth Avenue and Union Square
West is dominated by store and loft buildings, ranging in height from six
to twelve stories, and twenty-five to fifty feet wide. The buildings share
certain characteristics that help unify the block; among them are: a
common building line, facade designs based on neo-Renaissance and
Beaux-Arts styles, organization of the facades into three major divisions
consisting of a base, a large midsection arranged in bays, and a top
(capital), uniform materials -- brick, stone, and terra cotta, and
classically-inspired ornament, generally concentrated at the base and top.

On the south side this pattern is punctuated by the Queen Anne style
flats structure at number 8-12 and R, H. Robertrson’s Romanesque Revival
style Margaret Louisa Home (1891), part of a complex of buildings
constructed under the jurisdiction of the Y.M.C.A. to serve the young women
who worked in the stores and lofts of the area.

This block, like others in the district, was originally developed with
single-family dwellings. As the character of Broadway changed from
residential to commercial, once-private residences on the adjacent side
streets were adapted to the needs of commerce with the insertion of
two-story shopfronts at the basement and parlor floor levels. By the 1880s
these structures began to be replaced by larger residential structures like
the flats at number 8-12 and the Margaret Louisa Home. The store and loft
buildings constructed in the 18%0s and the early years of the twentieth
century which dominate this block are characteristic of the later
development phase of this district. They were designed by various
architects, among them Louis Korn, Schwartz & Gross, and Alfred Zucker.

The facade organization reflects the original use of these buildings:
wholesale or retail stores at the first, and sometimes second, stories, and
loft space for wholesale, warehouse, and manufacturing purposes above.
Tenants were businesses specializing in the manufacture and sale of
clothing and related accessories and publishers.
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EAST 16TH STREET
Between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West
North Side

5-7 EAST 16TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 844/1001-1012-- formerly lot 6]

GERALDINE BUILDING

TYPE STYLE

Store and Loft Romanesque Reviwval
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
Alfred Zucker Mary M. Leddy

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION:; 1891-92
DESCRIPTICN

This twelve-story Romanesque Revival store and loft building,
characteristic of the later development phase of the district, is located
near the Fifth Avenue end of the block. Fifty feet wide, it is faced in
buff-colored brick, terra-cotta and red sandstone. The combination of
Romanesque Revival forms with Renaissance-inspired detail gives the
building distinction in the streetscape. The original wood sash windows
have in some cases been replaced by recent aluminum sash windows.

The end bays of the two-story base are faced in red sandstone and are
heavily rusticated in the Romanesque Revival manner. The round-arched
entrances at each end flank a recent storefront and are reminiscent of
English Norman style doorways with their clustered colopnettes and
compound arches. The western entrance retains its original metal fanlight.
Above each door are paired narrow arched openings divided by an engaged
column on a pedestal containing one-over-one wood sash windows. 1In the
center are four one-over-one aluminum sash windows forming a single bay
with its original surround. This is fronted by a fire escape platform.

Rusticated buff-colored brick pilasters mark the bays of the third and
fourth story. The one-over-one windows of the end bays are separated by
patterned terra-cotta spandrel panels. The center bays contain four
windows separated into two pairs by double-height cast-iron engaged
colonnettes. A terra-cotta cornice separates this section from the fifth
and sixty stories, which have engaged rusticated colonnettes in place of
the rusticated pilasters below. The seventh and eighth stories are
identical to the fifth and sixth.

Stories nine through twelve are a wore recent addition. The fenestration
repeats the patterns below, but the rustication and terra cotta are absent.
The cornice at the twelfth story has been removed.

The rear wall is visible across the parking let at 6-12 East 17th Street,
Six bays wide, it is faced in stuccoed brick. Many of the two-over-two
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East 16th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (North Side)
continuation of . . . No, 5-7 East 16th Street

steel sash windows have been replaced with one-over-one or single-pane
aluminum sash windows in recent years. A fire escape covers the two
eastern bays and extends from the twelfth story to the first.

HISTORY

Designed by New York City architect Alfred Zucker for owner Mary H.
Leddy in 1891, this building housed many tenants characteristic of the
district, including publishers, cloak and suit merchants, embroiderers,
shirt waist merchants, and a children's clothing store, The site was
previously occupied by two stone-faced rowhouses of five stories each.

DEPARTMENT OF BUTLDINGS INFORMATION

*1891: NB 759-1891 [Source: New Building Docket]

*1909: Alt 401-1909 [Source: Alteration Application]

Present parapet at top of building removed and four additional
stories added. Building counected to 85 Fifth Avenue on upper floors.
Architect -- Israels & Harder Owner -- Carrie M. Butler

*1912: Alt 2493-1912 [Source: Alteration Application]

Steps removed for widening of Fifth Avenue. Store windows installed.
Same application for 85 Fifth Avenue,

Architect -- Heory LaPointe Owner -- Realty Assets Company

REFERENCES

Atlas of the Entire City of New York (New York: George W. Bromley & E.
Robinson, 1879), pl. 12.

Atlas of the City of New York and Part of the Bronx (New York: E.
Robinson, 1885), pl. 12.

Atlas of the City of New York, Borough of Manhattan (Philadelphia:
G. W. Bromley, 1899-1909), vol. 2, pl. 4.

Moses King, King's Handbook of New York City (Boston, 1893), 843,

Landmarks Preservation Commission, Research Files.

Margaret Moore, "Ladies Mile Historic District Research for the Designation
Report,” presented to the Landmarks Preservation Commission,
Dec. 15, 1987 (unpublished printout), 139,

Phillips Elite Directory, 1905, 1913.

Trow’'s Business Directory, 1886, 1897.
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East 1l6th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (North Side)

9-11 EAST 16TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (North Side)
[Tax Map Bleck/Lot: 844/8]

TYPE STYLE

Store and Loft Sullivanesque
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
Louis Korn Martin Johnson

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1895-96

DESCRIFTION

This seven-story Sullivanesque store and loft building is characteristic
of the later development phase of the district, Located near the Fifth
Avenue end of the block, it is fifty feet wide and faced in limestone,
terra-cotta, metal and white brick. The building’s elaborately decorated
facade gives it prominence in the streetscape.

The first two stories are reminiscent of the work of noted architect
Louis Sullivan (1856-1924) in Chicago, particularly in the thick piers

at the first-story level, the strong massing of the two second-story

bays, and most notably in the ormament. Important criginal elements of
the first story include columns and piers with foliate metal capitals
(including a lion's head in the center pier). Service entrances

at each end are adjacent to recently installed bays containing three doors
each. The second story is separated into two bays, each heavily framed
and enriched with dentils, scallop shells, and foliate ornament and
containing paired tripartite wood-framed windows with fixed central panes
flanked by casements with twin transoms. The windows are separated by enga
columns with basket capitals resting on pedestals.

The third story is separated into four bays by stubby, fluted terra-cotta
engaged columns. Each bay contains paired one-over-one wood sash windows
separated by an engaged cast-iron column. The terra-cotta ceolumns are
set against a background of rusticated white brick, and support an
entablature with triglyphs and roundels in the metopes.

Stories four through six are enclosed in four triple-height arches
enclosing paired double-hung wood wash with slender engaged terra-cotta
columns between. The fanciful decoration includes diagonal banding, vines,
and rosettes. The sixth-story windows are arched; the whole composition is
set against a background of white brick. The seventh-stery windows are
separated into two bays, each consisting of four arched one-over-one wood
sash windows separated by engaged columns, further separated by paired
columns in the center and at each end. A metal frieze containing roundels
supports a dentiled cornice.

A portion of the exposed brick rear wall is visible across the parking
lot at 6-12 East 17th Street. It contains seven stories, each with two
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bays containing paired one-over-ome steel sash windows. A fire escape
covers the western bay, stretching from the roof to the second floor.

HISTORY

New York City architect Louis Korn, notable for his many commercial
buildings, designed this structure for Martin Johmson in 1895. It housed
publishers and a toy store, as well as tenants characteristic of the
district such as cloak and suit merchants. The site was previously
occupied by two brick-faced rowhouses of five stories each, which may
have been constructed as part of a row locatd at 9-17 East 16th Street.

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS INFORMATION

*1895: NB 708-1895 [Source: New Building Docket]
REFERENCES

Atlas of the Entire City of New York (New York: George W. Bromley & E.
Robinson, 1879), pl. 12.

Atlas of the City of New York, Borough of Manhattan (Philadelphia:
G. W. Bromley, 1899-1909), vol. 2, pl. 4.

Carl W. Condit, The Chicago School of Architecture (Chicago, 1964),
33-42.

Landmarks Preservation Commission, Research Files.

Margaret Moore, "Ladies Mile Historie District Research for the Designation
Report," presented to the Landmarks Preservation Commission,
Dec. 15, 1987 (unpublished printout), 1l40.

Rew York City, Tax Assessment Records, Ward 18, 1859, Municipal Archives
and Records Center.

Phillips Elite Directory, 1902, 1905, 1911, 1913.

"Sullivan, Louis,” Dictionary of American Biography.

Elliot Willensky and Norval White, AIA Guide to New York City,
3rd Edition (New York, 1988), 187.
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13 EAST 16TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 844/10)

TYPE STYLE

Store and Loft nec-Renaissance
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
Gilbert Robinson Robert J. Blake

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 19%00-01
DESCRIPTION

This eight-story neo-Renaissance store and loft building is characteristic
of the later development phase of the district. Located in the middle

of the block and twenty-five feet wide, it is faced in stone and buff-
colored brick, The original wood sash windows are extant above the
sterefront. Original rusticated double-height piers flank the two-story
base including the recent plate-glass storefront. The eastern pier has
been covered with brick facing at the first story. The second story has a
single bay containing a large Chicago-style wood sash window, crowned by
brickwork indicating a now-removed cornice.

Triple-height buff-cclored brick arches separate stories three through five
into two bays, each containing paired one-over-one wood sash windows with
foliate ornament separated by spandrel panels. The fifth-story windows are
arched, with incised dentils and keystones. The sixth story contains two
tripartite one-over-one wood sash windows separated by brick piers and
surmounted by a bracketed cornice. Stories seven and eight each contain
three square-headed openings, the seventh with lintels and keystenes,

The windows have one-over-one wood sash. Corbelling above the eighth story
supports the original metal cornice,

HISTORY

Designed for owner Robert J. Blake by architect Gilbert Robinson, this
building (of 1900-01) housed Andalaft Brothers, oriental rug merchants,

as the original tenant. Other tenants ineluded dressmakers, cloak and suit
merchants and children’s clothing manufacturers, all characteristic of

the district. The site was previously occupied by a brick-faced rowhouse
of five stories which may have been constructed as part of a row located at
8-17 East l6th Street, '

DEPARTMENT COF BUILDIRGS INFORMATION

*1900: NB 302-1900 [Source: New Building Docket]
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REFERENCES

Atlas of the Entire City of New York (New York: George W. Bromley & E.
Robinson, 1879), pl. 12.
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Robinson, 1885}, pl. 12.

Atlas of the City of New York, Borough of Manhattan (Philadelphia:
G. W. Bromley, 1899-1909), wvol. 2, pl. 4.

Landmarks Preservation Commission, Research Files.

Margaret Moore, "Ladies Mile Historic District Research for the Designation
Report," presented to the Landmarks Preservation Commission,
Dec. 15, 1987 (uppublished printout), 1l4l.

New York City, Tax Assessment Records, Ward 18, 1859, Municipal Archives
and Records Center.

Phillips Elite Directory, 1887-1905,

Trow's Business Directory, 1909,

I

15-17 EAST 16TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (North Side)
[(Tax Map Block/Lot: 844/11]

TYPE STYLE

Store and Loft neo-Renaissance
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
Schwartz & Gross Kurzrock & Heins

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1908-09
DESCRIPTION

This twelve-story meo-Renaissance store and loft building, characteristic
of the later development phase of the district, is located in the middle
of the block (although at the boundary of the district). A generous fifty
feet wide, it is faced in stone and buff-colored brick with terra-cotta
ornament. The rusticated base and elaborate doorways are prominent
features of the streetscape.

The rusticated stone base, containing a recent plate-glass display window,
is flanked by large doorways crowned with broken semicircular pediments.
"Schwartz & Gross/Architects" is inscribed above the eastern doorway. On
the second story above the doorways narrow openings with stone sills con-
tain single-pane aluminum sash windows. The center bay contains a large
segmental-arched multi-pane window with a crowning keystone. A stone
cornice with ovolo molding caps the second story.

The transitional third story is accented by banded buff-colored brick
panels and is surmounted by a frieze containing stylized triglyphs and
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foliate ornament. The single end bays are spaced slightly apart from

the five center bays; all have one-over-one aluminum sash. Stories four
through nine are treated almost identically. The five bays of the center
section are slightly recessed, while each of the narrow one-over-one

end bay windows rests on a stone sill and is surrounded by brick. The
center bays are surrounded by bands of roundel ornament in the mullions
and spandrel panels. New aluminum one-over-one aluminum sash windows
have been installed in the fourth story, while original wood sash remains
above. This section of the facade is capped at the ninth story by a
frieze repeating that of above the third.

The tenth story, faced in banded brick, is separated into five equally
spaced bays containing casement windows., Voussoirs crown the three

central bays. A foliate frieze separates the tenth story from the
eleventh and twelfth. Corinthian pilasters separate these two stories

into five bays. Stone voussoirs crown the eleventh-story bays, while those
on the twelfth story are arched. The cornice has been removed.

HISTORY

The firm of Schwartz & Gross, active in the design of commercial buildings
and apartment houses, designed this building in 1908. Tenants included
Richard Burns, a glove concern founded in 1883, a music supply company and
a diamond dealer, as well as tenants characteristic of the district such

as dressmakers and furriers. This site was previously occupied by two
brick-faced rowhouses of five stories each, which may have been constructed
as part of a row located at 9 and 17 East 16th Street.

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS INFORMATION

#1908-09: NB 200-1208 [Source: New Building Docket)
REFERENCES

Atlas of the Entire City of New York (New York: George W. Bromley & E.
Robinson, 1879), pl. 12.

Atlas of the City of New York and Part of the Bromx (New York: E.
Robinson, 1885}, pl. 12.

Atlas of the City of New York, Borough of Manhattan (Philadelphia:
G. W. Bromley, 1899-1909), vol. 2, pl. 4.

Landmarks Preservation Commission, Research Files.

Margaret Moore, "Ladies Mile Historic District Research for the Designation
Report," presented to the Landmarks Preservation Commission,
Dec. 15, 1987 (unpublished printout), 142,

New York City, Tax Assessment Records, Ward 18, 1859, Municipal Archives
and Records Center.
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Phillips Elite Directory, 1874, 1905, 1913.
Trow’s Business Directory, 1895.
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EAST 16TH STREET
Between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West
South Side

2-4 EAST 16TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West {South Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 843/45])

See listing under 79-83 Fifth Avenue

HiHHHHHE

8-12 EAST 16TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (South Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 843/41]

TYPE STYLE
French Flats/Stores Queen Anne
ARCHITECT OWNERS
Unknown/Harding & Dinkelberg John Glover

J.H.V. Cockecroft
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1847/1888
DESCRIPTION

This Queen Anne multiple dwelling of four stories above a basement, char-
acteristic of the middle development phase of the district, is located near
the Fifth Avenue end of the block. Fifty-two feet wide, it has a facade of
painted brick with sheet iron detail. The three eastermmost windows on the
top floor are aluminum. The other windows have wood sash.

The building is set back slightly from the street behind a shallow areaway
with a modern wrought-iron fence and a modern main entry vestibule. The
three-bay base is articulated by pilasters supporting a panelled and em-
bellished frieze at the original first floor above squat, simple pilasters
at the basement level. Between the pilasters are broad segmental openings
with multipaned casement windows. The basement openings are remodeled as
follows: the eastern bay is modernized; the central bay consists of the
projecting main building entry vestibule; and the western bay has been
extended to the property line with a shed roofed enclosure.

The upper section of the facade is a plain brick wall in rumning bond which
terminates in a cornice with fluted modillions and & smooth frieze. The
wall contains tiers of simple double-hung windows with bluestone sills and
two-story oriel windows at either end, set in segmental openings. There
are diapered brick panels beneath the windows of the two central bays and
a modern ironm fire escape.

The oriels consist of four multipaned double-hung windows on each floor,

separated by a paneled spandrel. The sashes in the windows at the sides
are all curved.
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HISTORY

This building was originally constructed as two houses by John Glover, an
auctioneer, in 1846 and 1847, during the first development phase of the
district. Number 12 was sold to James Suydam, a merchant, while number 8
was sold to Charles B, Moore. Moore resided in his house until 1888;
Suydam’s house was sold to Samuel F. Tracy, a merchant, in 1849 and was
occupied by him and his family until 1866 when it was sold to Maria S.F.
Heurstel. 1In 1887 and 1888 the two houses were sold to Jacob H.V.
Cockeroft, a real-estate investor, and his daughters, Mary T. and
Elfzabeth V. Cockcroft.

The architectural firm of Harding & Dinkelberg was commissioned in 1888
to join the two buildings internally for use as flats and studios for six
families and give them a new unified facade. Stores were located in the
basement and first story levels. For many years (including 1939-1931) one
of the two basement stores was a restaurant. In recent years a new main
building entry, now into the basement, has been built and the lobby
remodeled.

DEPARTMENT OF BUJILDINGS INFORMATION

+1888: Alt 1064-1888 [Source: Alteration Application]

Two adjacent buildings joined, creating one multiple dwelling; no. 10
raised and extended backwards; nmew front built with bay windows.
Architect -- Harding & Dinkelberg Owner -- J,H.V. Cockecroft

1928-1929: Alt 412-1928 [Source: Alteration Application)

Interior and exterior altered to increase number of apartments, separate
baths, fireproof stairs installed, entrance altered, ground level converted
Architect -- H.P. Ralph Owner -- Rachel S. Reidy

Builder -- Ascot Building Company

REFERENCES

Atlas of the Entire City of New York (New York: George W. Bromley & E.
Robinson, 1879), pl. 12.
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George W. Bromley, Walter S. Bromley, Owners Names of the City of New
York (Philadelphia, 1908), 91.

Dapgett's New York City Directory, 1845-1850 .

Insurance Maps of the City of New York, Borough of Manhattan
{New York: Sanborm, 1920-present), veol. 2, pl. 34,
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1903), vol. 2, pl. 34,

Insurance Maps of the City of New York, Borough of Mamhattan (New York,
1%20), vol. 2, pl. 34,
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pl. 45.
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14-16 EAST 16TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (South Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 843/3%]

MARGARET LOUISA - -HOME

TYPE STYLE

Residence Hall Romanesque Revival
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
Robert Henderson Robertson Mrs. Elliott Shepard

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 188%-91
SUMMARY

The Margaret Louisa Home of the YWCA, a six-story Romanesque Revival
residence hall constructed in 1889-91 during the middle development phase
of the district, is located in the widdle of the block but near the
eastern boundary line of the district. Fifty and a half feet wide,
it has a brick and brownstone facade. Located behind the home on its
deep lot is a rear pavilion, an enclosed corridor link to the YWCA
on East 15th Street, and an intervening garden space. Designed by
the prominent New York architect R.H, Robertson, the Margaret Louisa
Home was commissioned by Margaret Louisa Shepard, daughter of William
H. Vanderbilt. While an unusual building type within the distriect,
this building is part of a complex significant for both its social
bhistory and its architecture.

HISTORY

The Margaret Louisa Home of the YWCA, built in 1889-91, was an
expansion of existing facilities at 7-11 East 15th Street, itself only
recently built (1887). The Margaret Louisa home was constructed as a
residence and dining hall, supplementing the accomodations of the
institutional headquarters with its library, classrooms, chapel-
auditorium, and other spaces. The two buildings were on parallel

lots and were linked by an enclosed corridor. 1In addition, an annex
of the East 15th Street YWCA was built at the same time at the rear
of the lot occupied by the Margaret Louisa Home.

The Margaret Louisa Home was named for its benefactor Margaret Louisa
Shepard, daughter of William H. Vanderbilt, and wife of Elliott

F. Shepard, a lawyer, banker, railroad builder, and owmer of the New
York Mail and Express newspaper. Mrs. Shepard, also a major benefactor
of the YWCA, oversaw its planning and furnishing, supported it for

the first menth it was open, and turned it over to the YWCA.

The home was intended as "a temporary home for Protestant women seeking
employment.” It included 78 individually furnished and decorated
bedrooms accomodating 104 women, parlor rooms, reception rooms, private
dining rooms, a public restaurant, a kitchen in the basement, and a
laundry in the attic. In his analysis of Robertson’s works,

Montgomery Schuyler considered the Margaret Louisa Home to be a
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continuation of . . . No. 14-16 East 16th Street

picturesque and generally successful design, although Robertson had ori-
ginally intended the design to have a seventh story under a peaked roof.
This was prohibited under building regulations governing ledging houses.

The Annex to the YWCA, at the rear of this lot is a high one-story
and basement, generally rectangular structure (31 X 64) with a hip
roof. The Annex had a boiler room in the basement and was originally
intended for studio or meeting rooms upstairs. After the YWCA closed
in 1917 this was called a club room. It was also built by Mrs.
Shepard and designed by R.H. Robertson.

In the roughly rectangular area left between the back of the Margaret
Louisa Home on the north, the Annex on the south, the corridor

link to the YWCA on the west, and the property link on the east,

was a landscaped garden.

The Margaret Louisa Home closed in 1946. The building was vacant for
a time and in 1948 interior alterations were begun for its present
occupant, the Sidney Hillman Health Center which opened in 1951.

The Hillman Health Center was built by the estate of Sidney Hillman
for the New York Joint Board of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of
America and the New York Clothing Manufacturers Exchange. It was at
that time that the original ground story was given the present modern
facade.

Prior to the construction of the Margaret Louisa Home the site contained
two four-story brick houses (the house at No. 14 was set back slightly
from the street). In addition there was a two-story brick building,

probably a stable, at the rear of No. 14. By 1879 this building was
demolished.

ARCHITECTURE

EAST 16TH STREET FACADE

The street facade of the Margaret Louisa Home is a three-part

vertical composition with a two-story base, a three-story midsection,
and a one-story top. Ornamentation is derived from Romanesque

sources. The facade is clad in Newark brownstone and two shades of

red rusticated brick. The original wood frame, double hung windows
(one-over-one) are intact above the ground level. They are painted red
and the upper sash in the top story is traceried.

The first story of the original two-story base has been completely
modernized with a veneer of polished red granite and bronze-framed
windows and doors. The second story, originally a mezzanine level,
is intact with its five windows spaced evenly across a rusticated
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stone wall. The windows are rectangular except for their narrowed
tops created by corbeled lintels. The mezzanine is terminated in a
five denticulated string course supported on either end by decorative
panels. Additional decorative panels at the tops of the four central
plers are inscribed with the letters Y.W.C.A.

The midsection is a three-story, five-bay rusticated stone arcade with red
brick arch spandrels and rust colored brick piers and recessed,
balustraded floor spandrels. The voussoirs of the round arches are
outlined in a projecting molding that terminates in carved blocks

with foliate designs. Together with the top above it, the midsection

is framed by vertical moldings punctuated by small foliate designs.

The shaft is terminated in a string course with two rows of dentils that
end in carved lion masks.

The top contains a single wide rectangular opening with alternating single
and double Romanesque columns. This section is terminated by a simple
cornice with block modillions, the whole supported by decorative

panels at the ends. The facade is capped by a simple arcaded parapet
between higher end piers with carved panels.

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS INFORMATION

*#1889: NB 1281-1889 [Source: New Building Application]

1898: alt 270-1898 [Source: Alteration Application]
Two stories added at rear to six-story building.
Architect -- Wm. N. Jacobus

Quner -- Mrs. Maria Louise Beebe, President YWCA

1948: Alt 1974-1948 [Source: Alteration Application]

Ground level facades remodeled, interior altered, one-story extension
built along west side, one story added to second floor court.

Architect -- B.B. & B.L. Whinston

Owner -- Siduey Hillman Health Center Builder -- Michael Fisher Inc.
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EAST 16TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Union Square West (South Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 843/37)

TYPE STYLE

Store and Loft Beaux-Arts

ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER

Benjamin W. Levitan Union Square Realty Company

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1905-1907

DESCRIPTION

This seven-story Beaux-Arts store and loft building, characteristic of the
later development phase of the district, is located in the middle of the
block but at the eastern boundary of the district. Thirty-seven feet wide,
it has a facade clad in brick with a limestone base and terra-cotta upper
level trim, and galvanized iron piers, spandrels, and cornice. The ori-
ginal wood sash windows are intact.

The base is a symmetrical composition with an elaborate entryway on either
side of a totally remodeled storefront. Each entry is a segmental arch
with a deep set modern door beneath a bracketed broken pediment with a cen-
tral cartouche.

The five-story midsection resembles an overscaled version of a turn-of-
the-century Parisian storefront with two structural bays treated as a
single composition. This is accomplished by a frame of solid members
around an iron and glass window wall designed to minimize their bulk
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and conspicuousness. The frame consists of light-colored richly de-
tailed elements: scored piers and a segmental arch with a keystome,
egg and dart moldings, and pendant swags around oval medallions at the
tops of the piers. The window wall consists of dark-colored, simply
detailed iron and glass piers and spandrels of minimal dimensions and
large three-part casement windows.

The top story contains five double-hung windows set in a scored brick
wall and crowned by a Corinthian cornice.

HISTORY

This store and loft building was designed by the Beaux-Arts trained arch-
itect Benjamin W, Levitan and built in 1806-07 for the Union Square Realty
Company. Originally occupied largely by cloak and suit manufacturers, in
recent years the upper loft space has been converted for office use. 1In
1952 the present stainless steel storefront was installed.

The site was once part of the early 19th-century farm of Thomas Burling
which was subdivided into city lots in 1833. By 1853 a four-story brick
residence was in place at the front of the very deep lot (its angled
southern border, still extant, was the boundary between the Burling and
Spingler farms). Between 1859 and 1868 a high, long one-story and basement
skylit shed of brick was built behind the house, and the two buildings
together were occupied by the Allemania Club. In 1879 the occupant was the
Mechanics Hall, in 1882 it was the Free Drawing School, in 1892 it was The
Apprentices Library, and in 1897 it was the General Society Merchants of
New York.

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS INFORMATION

*1905-1907: NB 90-1905 [Source: New Building Application]

1949; Alt 151-1949 [Source: Alteration Application]
New elevator and doors for entire building installed.
Architect -- unknown Owner -- East 16th Street Corporation

1952: BN 1315-1952 [Source: Building Notice Application]

Storefront altered and vault lights and gratings over areaway replaced with
concrete slab.

Architect -- Not Listed Owner -- East 1léth Street Corporation
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WEST 16TH STREET
Between Fifth Avenue and Sixth Avenue.

The short section of the block of West 16th Street between Fifth
Averue and Sixth Avenue within the historic district contains the long
arcaded expanse of McKim, Mead & White’s Judge Building (18%0) on the north
side. The south side contains a large surviving residence (with some later
alterations) at number 2 from the first development phase of the district,
as well as a ten-story stere and loft building, the predominant building

type of the side streets, at number 4. A recent tall apartment building is
at the Fifth Avenue corner.
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1 West 16th Street (a.k.a. 110-12 Pifth Avenus)

2 West 16th Streaot



WEST 16TH STREET
Between Fifth Avenue and Sixth Avenue
North Side

1 WEST 16TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Sixth Avenue (North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 818/41]

See listing under 110 Fifth Avenue
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WEST 16TH STREET
Between Fifth Avenue and Sixth Avenue
South Side

2 WEST 16TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Sixth Avenue (South Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 817/55]

TYPE STYLE

Altered Dwelling Italianate
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
Unknown Dr. John Lovejoy

DATE OF GCONSTRUCTION: c¢.1852
DESCRIPTION

This Italianate style dwelling of three stories with a basement, character-
istic of the first development phase of the district, is located near the
Fifth Avenue end of the block. Thirty-five feet wide, unusually wide for
a private house, the building has a brownstone front, which is badly deter-
iorated except at the entry which remains intact. The windows are double
hung with wood frames and sash.

The building is set back slightly from the street with a modern wrought-
iron fence at the property line. The exposed basement has arched windows
in its twe easternmost bays, each with decorative wrought-iron grills. The
western bay is under the stoop which is enclosed by a decorative wrought-
iron grill. West of the stoop a narrow door enters the basement apart-
ments. This door has decorative iron strap hinges.

Above the basement the facade three openings per story, with those in the
western bay wider than the others. The first story windows are taller than
those above. The windows have full surrounds which have lost their ori-
ginal definition. In contrast, the richly decorated arched entry framed

by embellished pilaster panels and a bracketed denticulated hood with a
foliate frieze is in relatively good condition. The door itself is old
but probably not original, with elaborate iron hinge straps and hardware.
Above the door is a wrought-iron grill in the tympanum. The entry is
approached by a stone stoop with a wooden balustrade. The cornice has been
replaced by a modern corrugated metal band. The roof silhouette is broken
by two shed-roofed skylights with bands of rectangular windows.

An alley off West 15th Street leads to the front facade of a second build-
ing at the rear of this lot. This facade is a two-story red brick wall in
common bond. On the ground level are twe openings, a wide opening origin-
ally for a garage and now glazed above a wood base, and a front door on the
east side. On the second story there is a central window with five metal
casements.

The eastern elevation, exposed only in the 1980s with the demolition of
its longtime neighbor, and construction of a new apartment building set
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West 16th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Sixth Avenue (South Side)
continuation of . . . No. 2 West léth Street

back from the street, is a windowless brick wall laid in common bond.

HISTORY

The house was built by a Dr. Lovejoy, probably John Lovejoy, a dentist.
Lovejoy scld it immediately to Mary A. Jove, wife of Lorenzo Jove, a comm-
ission merchant. Jove sold the house to Henry G. Stebbins in 1864. The
house was occupied by Stebbins and his widow after him from 1854 until
1886. Stebbins was a banker and a New York City Parks Commissioner
appeinted by Mayor Hall in 1871. The New York Times considered Stebbins
to be honorable and competent in contrast to the mayor and most of his
appeointments. After both Stebbinses had died, it was owned by Nathalie
Alexander, who was not listed as a resident until 1898, and then by

James W. Ellsworth, a coal dealer. From Ellsworth the house passed to
John Bradley in 1903, at which time the house was classified as a dress-
making factory, and then in 1907 to the Hudson Realty Company, which seems
to have been responsible for its conversion to apartments. By 1926 the
owner was Mrs. Harriet B. L. Goldstein, a lawyer and C.P.A. and the wife
of Judge Jonah Goldstein, a man the New York Times called a symbol of New
York City in the era of Mayor James J. Walker. In 1944, there were three
apartments on each of the main floors, and the basement, which had housed
a restaurant, was converted to three apartments. In that year the build-
ing was classified, as it is today, as a dwelling and studio, suggesting
that the sawtooth skylights visible from the street were already in place,
There are presently eleven units in the building.

The lot on which this house sits was originally three lots, a front lot
facing West l6th Street and two small rear lots facing an unnamed dead-end
alley entered on West 15th Street. Prior to the construction of the pre-
sent building, there was another small three-story house on the West 1l6th
Street portion of the lot. The rear lots covered by part of a large liv-
ery stable, that was subsequently rebuilt or subdivided into six small
buildings containing both stables and dwellings.

In 1926-1927 a new five-sided, two-story building was erected on the rear
portion of the lot as a single-family apartment with a two-car garage.

By 1941 it had been altered for use by an N.Y.U. fraternity, having a
reading room and two sleeping rooms on each floer, In 1944 it had been
reconverted for use as a dwelling and studio, without a garage, in which
use it remains today.
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West l6th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Sixth Avenue {(South Side)
continuation of . . . No., 2 West l6th Street

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS INFORMATION

1926: Alt 467-1926 [Source: Alteration Application]

Two-story and basement structure constructed behind one-story rear wing of
building at the front of the lot.

Architect -- Cyrus P. Meli Owner -- Harriet B.L. Goldstein
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West 16th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Sixth Avenue (South Side)

4 WEST 16TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Sixth Avenue (South Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 817/57]

TYPE STYLE

Store and Loft Neo-Renaissance
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
John W. Stevens Richard J. Leary

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1901-1902
DESCRIPTION

This ten-story neo-Renaissance store and loft building, characteristic of
the later development phase of the district, is located near the Fifth
Avenue end of the block and at the western boundary of the district.
Thirty-five feet wide, the facade is clad in limestone and organized in a
in a stacked composition of one, three, four, and two stories. Windows are
double-hung with wood frames and sash except omn the third, sixth, seventh,
and ninth floors which have been replaced with aluminum.

The base, originally with three rusticated piers, has been altered. A
modern storefront replaces the central pier.

The second tier, the most richly ornamented, is a three-story, two-bay
arcade with fluted pilasters, egg and dart moldings in the arches, key-
stones, and arch spandrels embellished with foliate designs. Recessed
floor spandrels are simply paneled and tripartite windows are subdivided
by square colonnettes.

The third tier is a four-story arcade with scored piers and arches with
keystones. The arch spandrels are unembellished and the simple floor
spandrels are recessed.

The fourth tier is two stories, each with two groups of three windows. The
lower story windows are rectangular; the upper story is a simple arcade
with a molding at the impost. The cornice which once crowned this tier has
been removed.

The western elevation, exposed at the front and top of the building, is a
painted, windowless brick wall in common bond. The eastern elevation, ex-
posed at the front and top of the building is a brick wall laid in common
bond, with five recessed bays of windows.

The angled rear wall of the building faces an alley. The angle directing
fronting the alley rises ten stories above a base with a massive brick
arch. The windows in this wall are aluminum. The two remaining rear
angled walls rise above the buildings on the lot at 2 West 16th Street and
retain many wood window frames and sashes.
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West léth Street Between Fifth Avenue and Sixth Avenue (South Side)
continuation of . . . No. & West 16th Street

HISTORY

The store and loft building at 4 West 16th Street was designed by John W.
Stevens and built for Richard J. Leary in 1901-1902. Long occupied by var-
ious manufacturing companies, by 1934 its principal tenant was Robert M.
McBride & Company, Publishers, and the building was long known as the
McBride Building. Most recently it has been converted largely to resid-
ential use. The building replaced a three-story house which faced West
1l6th Street and a stable structure with living quarters at the rear of

the lot. The siting and configuration of the stable structure account for
the irregular shape of the rear of the present building.

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS INFORMATION

#1901-1902: NB 1359-1901 [Source: New Building Application]
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EAST 17TH STREET
Between Fifth Avenue and Broadway

The block of East 17th Street between Fifth Avenue and Broadway is
dominated by narrow store and loft buildings, ranging in heightfrom six
to nine stories and generally only twenty-five feet wide. The buildings
share certain characteristics that help unify the block; among them are:

a common building line, facade designs based on Beaux-Arts and
neo-Renaissance styles, organization of the facades inte three major
divisions consisting of a base, a large midsection arranged in bays, and a
top (capital), uniform materials -- brick, stome, and terra cotta, and
classically-inspired ornament, generally concentrated at the base and top.

At number 9 is a residence of four stories with a basement built in
1845-46 and altered for commercial use in 1883 with the insertion of a
two-story shopfront at the basement and parlor floor levels. The facade
above the shopfront retains the characteristics of domestic architecture.
As the character of Broadway changed from residential to commercial,
once-private residences on the adjacent side streets were adapted to the
needs of commerce by means of such changes. This happened to the
residences on this bleck, but zll except number 9 were subsequently
replaced by taller commercial structures.

This trend was first seen on this block near the Broadway end at
numbers 19 and 21, which are neo-Grec store buildings with Queen Anne
elements, built in 1881-82. The store and loft buildings constructed in
the 1890s and the early years of the twentieth century which dominate this
block are characteristic of the later development phase of this district.
They were designed by various architects, among them Cleverdon & Putzel,
Israels & Harder, whose Art Nouveau-inspired design at number 11 is an
unusual addition to the district, and James E. Ware & Son. The facade
organization reflects the original use of these buildings: wholesale or
retail stores at the first, and sometimes second, stories, and loft space
for wholesale, warehouse, and manufacturing purposes above. Tenants were
businesses specializing in the manufacture and sale of clothing and related
accessories, home furnishings specialists, decorators, and publishers

A parking lot is located near the Fifth Avenue end of the block on the
south side of the street.
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EAST 17TH STREET
Between Fifth Avenue and Broadway
North Side

1 EAST 17TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Broadway {(North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 846/1]

See listing under 97 Fifth Avenue

A

3 EAST 17TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 846/5]

TYPE STYLE

Store and loft Early 20th-c. Commercial
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER

Frederick C. Zobel Gabay Construction Company

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1904/1941
DESCRIPTION

This two-story, early twentieth-century commercial building, located near
the Fifth Avenue end of the block, is the remmant of a twenty-five foot
wide, nine-story store and loft building erected in 1903. The painted
stone end piers, capped by classical cartouches, and the simple cornice
remain from the original building. At the first story, a moderm plate
glass window and glass doors are framed in wecod paneling. The second story
has a large, multi-pane metal-framed window. Modern signage is suspended
from the facade.

HISTORY

In 1903-04, a nine-story store and loft building designed by Frederick C.
Zobel was constructed on this site. The New Building Application specified
a brick facade with a granite base and terra-cotta trim for the original
building. In 1941, the upper seven stories were demolished, leaving the
lower two stories to form the existing building. Early tenants in the
original building, typical of those in the district, included Quaker but-
tons, as well as shirtwaist and cloak and suit merchants. A four-story
brick dwelling, constructed in 1851-52 for Dr. Markoe, previously occupied
the site,
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East 17th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
continuation of . . . No. 3 East 17th Street

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS INFORMATION

#1903-04: NB 350-1903 [Source: New Building Application]

1941: Alt 1374-1941 [Source: Alteration Application)

Demclition of upper seven stories.

Architect -- William H. Wright

Owner -- United States Life Insurance Co, Builder -- Walter T. Murphy
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5 EAST 17TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 846/6]

TYPE STYLE

Store and Loft neo-Renaissance
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
Edwin Wilbur George Heisler

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1900-1902
SUMMARY

This eight-story, neo-Renaissance style store and loft building, charac-
teristic of the later development phase of the district, is located near
the Fifth Avenue end of the block. It extends through the block to East
18th Street, and is thirty-seven and a half feet wide on East 17th Street
and twenty-four and a half feet wide on East 18th Street. Designed by
Edwin Wilbur and erected in 1900-02 for George Heisler, the building is
clad in light brick with stone and terra-cotta trim.

HISTORY

Among the early tenants of the bullding, characteristic of these in the
district, were Allison Company, lace curtains, and Allison and Lamson,
merchants of canes and umbrellas previously located at 915 Broadway;
Preston & Khoori, importers of Oriental goods; J.C. Uhriaub, rugs; and a
publisher, W. Hagelberg. The site was previously occupied by a wide stone-
fronted rowhouse at 5 East 17th Street, and a two-story brick commercial
building at 6 East 18th Street, both erected prior to 1853.

ARCHITECTURE

EAST 17TH STREET FACADE

Thirty-seven feet six inches wide, the 17th Street facade is divided into
two vertical bays by three piers. At the two-story base, banded stone
pilasters are accented by cartouches and surmounted by a shallow dentiled
cornice. The ground story has two modern glass and aluminum entrances.

The second-story bays contain tripartite wood-framed pivoting windows with
transoms and molded wood mullions with incised tops. Three brick pi-
lasters rise from the third to the sixth story; these have raised stone
bands at the third story and flush stone bands accenting the stories above.
The pilasters are capped with square acanthus medallions and surmounted by
a shallow dentiled cornice. The bays contain tripartite one-over-one
wood-framed window sash separated by molded mullions with incised tops.
Spandrels between the stories have terra-cotta guillouche friezes. The top
two stories are articulated by simple brick pilasters with inset Ionic
pilasters of terra cotta in the reveals; an engaged, partially fluted Ionic
column separates the two bays. A plain parapet wall remains where the cor-
nice was once located.

451



East 17th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
continuation of . . . No. 5 East 17th Street

EAST 18TH STREET FACADE

Twenty-four feet six inches wide, the facade located at é East 18th Street
incorporates the same overall design as the main 17th Street facade, al-
though the articulation of detail is somewhat simpler. The ground story
has a door with a metal roll-down gate and paneled infill. The second
story has two multi-pane metal-framed windows and a metal door with access
to the fire escape suspended from the facade. Above, the facade is divided
by four brick piers into three vertical bays; the western bay at each story
has a fire door. The square-headed window openings contain four-over-four
metal-framed sash. The dentiled and modillicned iron cormice is extant; it
is partially cut away to accommecdate the fire escape.

EASTERN ELEVATION

The eastern elevation and two bays of the rear of the wider, East 17th
Street portion of the building are visible from East 18th Street above the
adjacent three-story building., The walls are brick with four-over-four
metal -framed windows. Many of the exterior metal shutters are extant,

WESTERN ELEVATION

The western elevation is of brick, and is visible from East 17th Street
above the adjacent two-story building. It has no significant architectural
features.
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East 17th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)

7 EAST 17TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: B46/8)

TYPE STYLE

Store and Loft neo-Renaissance
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
Moore & Laudsiedel Thomas H. Bell

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1900-1902
SUMMARY

This eight-story neo-Renaissance style store and loft building, charac-
teristic of the later development phase of the district, is located near
the Fifth Avenue end of the block. It extends through the block te East
18th Street, and is thirty-seven and a half feet wide on East 17th Street
and twenty-four and a half feet wide on East 18th Street. Designed by Moore
& Laudsiedel and erected in 1900-02 for Thomas Bell, the building is clad
in brown brick with stone and terra-cotta trim.

HISTORY

Among the early tenants of the building, typical of those in the district,
were the Derma Company, makers of beauty products; clothing manufacturers
such as I. Schlivek, cloaks and suits, S. Aronson & Company, children’s
clothing, and 5.W. Heiss, skirts; as well as Telfeyan, one of several rug
merchants located on the block. The site was previously occupied by two
structures: a stone-fronted dwelling at 7 East 17th Street built prior to
1853 where Mrs. Anmna Ottendorfer resided in the 1880s, and a stable at 10
East 18th Street which was probably used by Engine Company 14, located at
the firehouse at 14 East 18th Street.

ARCHITECTURE

EAST 17TH STREET FACADE

Thirty-seven feet six inches wide, the 17th Street facade is divided by
three piers into two vertical bays. Rusticated stone pilasters with
stylized Ionic capitals rising to the second story are surmounted by terra-
cotta frieze ornamented with wreaths. The ground story has glass and metal
entrance deoxrs and paneled aluminum infill; it is capped by an terra-cotta
foliated frieze. The second story has paired show windows with one-over-
one wood-framed sash separated by molded wood mullions. Between the bays
is a foliated pilaster panel with a cartouche. The third-story show win-
dows have segmentally-arched surrounds with keystones and applied terra-
cotta bands which imitate voussoirs. The windows have one-over-one wood
sash, as do all the windows above. Above a molded stringcourse, banded
brick piers rise from the fourth to the sixth story, culminating in ela-
borate medallions and supporting a stringcourse. The bays have tripartite
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East 17th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
continuation of . . . No. 7 East 17th Street

window openings with flush lintels accented by keystones and molded wood
mullions between the windows. At the seventh story, the bays have molded
enframements with short brick pilasters with Ionic capitals separating the
windows, surmounted by a cornice. Arcaded window openings with scrolled
keystones articulate the eighth story. A plain parapet wall remains where
the cornice was once located. A fire escape is suspended from the facade
at the eastern bay.

EAST 18TH STREET FACADE

Twenty-four feet six inches wide, the narrower facade located at 10 East
18th Street adapts the same overall design and articulation of detail of
the East 17th Street facade. The ground story retains part of the original
iron enframement of the storefront, curved at the east side, although the
infill has been paneled over with plywood. The modern entrance at the east
has a metal roll-down gate., The facade is one¢ bay wide; above the seg-
mentally-arched show window at the third story, each bay contains four win-
dows with three-over-three metal sash. Fire doors are located in the
western opening of each bay. A fire escape is suspended from the facade.
The cornice is missing, revealing a plain parapet wall.

EASTERN ELEVATION

The eastern elevation, clad in brick, is wvisible from East 17th Street
above the adjacent four-story building. It has no significant archi-
tectural features.

WESTERN ELEVATION

The western elevation and two bays of the rear wall of the wider, East 17th
Street portion of the building are visible from East 18th Street above the
adjacent three-story building. The walls are clad in dark brick with one-
over-one metal-framed windows. Many of the original exterior metal
shutters are extant.

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS INFORMATION

*1900-02: NB 688-1900 [Source: New Building Docket]
REFERENCES
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9 EAST 17TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 846/10]

TYPE STYLE

Altered Dwelling Itzlianate
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
Unknown/Van Campen Tayler Daniel Brooks

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1846/1883

DESCRIPTION

This Italianate style altered dwelling of four stories with a basement, was
partially converted for commercial use in the 1880s with the installation
of storefronts at the first two stories, a typical alteration within the
district. Located near the Fifth Avenue end of the block, the twenty-five
foot wide facade has brick corbeling surmounting the storefronts, and a
segmentally-arched entranceway flanked by corbeled brackets which is
reached by a metal stoop, a replacement for the original which was brick
or stone. Modern plate glass and aluminum storefronts are located at the
basement level, slightly below grade, and at the first story. Above, each
story has three windows. The second and third stories have square-headed
window openings with stonme sills and molded lintels. Egg-and-dart moldings
intersect the windows at these stories. The fourth-story windows have
flush stone lintels which conform to the notched cormers of the windows.
The original windows have been replaced by one-over-one wood sash windows
at the second story; paired wood casement windows with transoms at the
third story, and two-over-two wood sash windows at the fourth story. A
stepped iron cornice with brackets caps the facade.
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East l7th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
continuation of . . . No, 9 East 17th Street

HISTORY

Erected in 1846-47 for Daniel Brooks as a private dwelling, this building
was partially converted to commercial use for Carlyle Celeman in 1883. De-
signed by Van Campen Taylor, the alterations included the construction of
storefronts at the first two stories and possibly the installation of the
existing cornice. In 18%0, a four-story, twenty-five foot deep rear ex-
tension was added to the building. Prior to the alteratioms, the building
was occupied by the offices of J. Morgan How, J.B, Littig, and A. Scefield,
dentists. Low’s Art Tiles and H.M. Lawrence, maker of wall displays, among
the early commercial tenants of the building, were representative of the
many decorative art businesses located in the district. Begum in 1877 by
John Gardner Low and his father, John Low, the J. and J.G. Low Tile VWorks
of Chelsea, Mass. was one of the most renowned and respected tile manufac-
turers of the 1880s and 1890s, with more than thirty distributors across
the country. J.G. Low perfected the "matural process®™ technique for which
he received a patent in 1879; the process, which had been used in England,
enabled the artist to create impressions of leaves, flowers, fabrics and
other textures on clay tiles. Among the first companies to mass produce
artistically-designed tiles, Low's tiles were used in fireplace surrounds,
wall pieces, clocks, and elaborate ceramic soda fountaing, for which Low
received a second patent in 1889.

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS INFORMATION

*1883: Alt 713-1883 [Source: Alteration Application]
Construction of storefronts and interier alterations.
Architect -- Van Campen Taylor Owner -- Carlyle Coleman
Builder -- Wells & Crockett

1890: alt 1074-1890 [Source: Alteration Docket]
Construction of four-story rear extension, twenty-five feet deep.
Architect -- Stephenson & Greene Quner -- Samuel Downer (Estate of)
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11 EAST 17TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 846/11}

TYPE STYLE

Store and Loft Art Nouveau
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
Israels & Harder Campbell & Clement

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1903-04
DESCRIPTION

This seven-story Art Nouveau style store and loft building is a charac-
teristic building type of the later development phase of the district,
while its style, which combines stylized classical forms with imaginative
design elements, is somewhat of a departure from the neco-Renaissance com-
mercial style which dominates the district. Located in the middle of the
block, the facade is twenty-five feet wide, and clad in red brick with con-
trasting stone and terra-cotta trim. The two-story base has a stone en-
framement with thick moldings which are angled at the inner, upper corners.
The lintel is accented at the center with a medallion bearing the in-
scription "11 E. 17 St.” flanked by cormucopia, and at the ends with
festoons. The ground story has a modern plate glass and aluminum store-
front. The second story has infill of glass bricks pierced by two small
windows. Above, the brick facade has small, decorative terra-cotta queoins
embellished with flowers and diamonds. Each story has a molded iron window
enframement containing containing five wood-framed casement windows
separated by thick mullions; those at the fourth and fifth stories have
louvers. The seventh-story enframement, flanked by festoons applied to the
brick, contains the original two-over-two wood sash windows at the bottom,
with thick mullions continuing above and forming a large, stylized
Palladian window with multiple panes in the arch. The arch is framed in
terra cotta with modillions in the intrados, and flanked by overscaled
volutes. The western elevation, visible above the adjacent four-story
building, is clad in brick and has no significant architectural features.
A painted sign with white letters (illegible) is wvisible on the wall.
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East 17th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
continuation of . . . No. 11 East 17th Street

HISTORY

Designed by the prominent firm of Israels & Harder, this store and loft
building was constructed in 1903-04 for Campbell & Clement. Among the
early tenants of the building, characteristic of those im the district,
were Snyder & Parnes, ladies’ clothing; Sigmund Katz, a maker of cloaks and
suits; and A. Kaplan, skirts. Lemeke & Buechner, a bookstore, was an early
retail tenant in the building, one of many booksellers in the district. A
brick rowhouse, built sometime prior to 1853, previously occupied the site,
In a change which was typical of the first wave of commmercial development
in the district, this once-private dwelling housed non-residential tenants,
including the publisher Houghton-Mifflin, in the 1880s and 18%0s.

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS INFORMATTION

*]1903-04: NB 88-1903 [Source: New Building Docket]
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13 EAST 17TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 846/12]

DOUGLASS BUILDING

TYPE STYLE
Store and Loft neo-Renaissance
ARCHITECT OWNERS
James E. Ware & Sons Mary D. Dennison

Elizabeth D. Kenneson
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1899-1901

DESCRIPTION

A nine-story neo-Renaissance style store and loft building, characteristic
of the later development phase of the district, the Douglas Building is
located at the middle of the block, Twenty-five feet wide, the facade is
clad in stone with terra-cotta trim. The two-story base has a storefront
at the ground story with a slightly projecting bay which retains some of
the original iron framing; the show window is a modern glass replacement.

A modern glass entrance is recessed at the west side of the storefront. At
the second story, the original iron-framed tripartite show window with
transoms at the ends forms an angled bay. The first and second stories are
capped by shallow cornices. Stone pilasters rise from the third to the
sixth story; these have sculptured bases and Ionic capitals with ram’s head
pendants. The pilasters flank one bay of three windows at each story; the
square-headed window copenings have projecting sills and are separated by
short piers topped by scrolled brackets. All windows above the base have
one-over-one wood sash. An elaborate cartouche embellishes the top of the
sixth story. The seventh story has segmentally-arched window openings with
keystones, surmounted by a deep, modillioned cornice supported on large
scrolled brackets. The cornice is topped by an iron balustrade (with mis-
sing rails at the eastern end). The eighth-story window openings are
square-headed, with scrolled keystones capped by a molded cornice. The
ninth story, which forms a penthouse, is clad in brick with molded stone
window surrounds and is topped by a stringecourse. The western elevation,
visible above the adjacent seven-story building, and the eastern elevation,
visible above the adjacent six-story building, are clad in brick and have
no significant architectural features.

HISTORY

Designed by the noted New York firm of James E. Ware & Son, the Douglas
Building was erected in 1899-1901 for Mary D. Dennison and Elizabeth D.
Kenneson, descendants of George E. and Mary A. Douglass who once owned the
the brick dwelling which previously occupied the site. George E. Douglass,
an importer of wines, married Mary Deleney in 1868; she was a dressmaker
and importer of ladies’ dress trimmings. The Douglasses moved to 13 East
17th Street in 186% from 170 Fifth Avenue. 1In the 1880s, Miss L. Douglass
resided in the earlier building.
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East 17th Street Between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
continuation of . . . No. 13 East 17th Street

Although the ninth story penthouse of the Douglass Buildin gives the ap-
pearance of a later alteration, the New Building Application specifies a
"roofhouse” and there is no record of later construction at this story.
Louvis J. Joscelyn, one of several piano businesses in the district, was
among the early temnants of the building. Other early temants, also re-
presentative of those in the district, included Kern, Press & Roemer,
cloaks and suits, Carter Tea Gowns, and M. Brow, a silk goods merchant.
Hirsch Fashion Company, publishers, and G.A. Radtke, an art publisher, were
also located in the building in the first decade of the twentieth century.

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS INFORMATION

*1899.1901: NB 961-1899 [Source: New Building Application]
REFERENCES
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Lzin's New York & Brooklyn Elite Directory, 88.
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William Perris, Maps of the City of New York (1853), vol. 4, pl. 53.

Phillips Elite Directory, 1902, 1%05, 1911.
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15 EAST 17TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 846/13]

TYPE STYLE

Store and Loft Beaux-Arts
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
Cleverdon & Putzel George W. Levy

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1898-99
DESCRIFTION

This six-story Beaux-Arts style store and loft building, characteristic of
of the later development phase of the district, is located at the middle of
the block. Twenty-five feet four inches wide, the facade is clad in brick
with limestone and terra-cotta trim. Rusticated stone piers flank the two-
story base, and brick piers, coursed to give the effect of rustication,
rise above. The ground story has a modern glass and aluminum storefront
with an adjacent modern entrance door. The frieze above the storefront,
embellished with foliated volutes at the corners, is surmounted by a shal-
low, modillioned cornice. The second story has an original iron-framed
tripartite show window with transoms above the recessed side lights, sur-
mounted by a foliated frieze. Above, the facade is articulated by a center
bay of paired windows separated by iron mullions, flanked by single win-
dows. The square-headed window openings contain one-over-one wood sash.
The third story has a modillioned sill course, an elaborate, segmentally-
arched pedimented surround at the center bay, and applied lintels
resembling voussoirs above the flanking windows. The fourth stery has a
common stone sill course and flush stone lintels with molded tops, sur-
mounted by brick spandrel panels. The fifth story has projecting modil-
lioned sills and lintels, with a triangular pediment above the center bay.
These lintels are repeated at the sixth story. A plain parapet wall re-
mains where an iron cornice was once located.

HISTORY

Designed by the firm of Cleverdon & Putzel, whose work is well-represented
in the district, this store and left building was constructed in 1898-99
for George W. Levy who owned 18 and 20 East 17th Street across the street.
Among the early tenants of the building, typical of those in the district,
were L. Felsenfeld and M. Gettinger, two cloak and suit merchants; Amson
Furtsch, buttons, and the Ansonia Button Company; M. Lichtenstein, ladies’
underwear; and H. Gossett, children’s clothing. The site was previously
occupied by a brick dwelling built sometime prior to 1853. Im a change
characteristic of the first wave of commercial development in the district,
this once-private residence housed non-residential temants, including
Vincent Vigouroux, importer of French embroideries and underwear, in the
1880s.
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DEPARTMENT OF BUTLDINGS INFORMATION

*1898-99: NB 336-1898 [Source: New Building Application]
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Atlas of the City of New York, Borough of Manhattan (Philadelphia:
G. W. Bromley, 1899-1909%), vol. 2, pl. &4,
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17 EAST 17TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 846/14)

TYPE STYLE

Store and Loft Early 20th-c. Commercial
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER

George and Edward Blum J.A. Damsey Construction Company

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1911-12
DESCRIPTION

This seven-story early twentieth-century commercial style store and loft
building, characteristic of the later development phase of the district, is
located near the Broadway end of the block. Twenty-five feet wide, the
facade is clad in brick with terra-cotta trim above a stone base. The two-
story base is framed by a molded Tudor arch capped by a shallow cornice.
The ground story has a modern plate glass and aluminum storefront and an
entrance at the west. The second story has the original tripartite show
window with molded iron mullions. Brick piers laid in Flemish bond rise
from the third to the seventh story, culminating in plaques of ornamental
geometric brickwork which extend above the roofline. Each story has a bay
of four metal-framed pivoting windows with simple mullions between them.
The stories are separated by brick spandrels accented by inlaid terra-cotta
diamonds. The gabled parapet wall, squared at the peak, has reticulated
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brickwork inlaid with diamonds. At the center is an oramental plaque with
three foliated terra-cotta bands.

HISTORY

Designed by George and Edward Blum, this building was erected in 1611-12
for J.A. Damsey Construction Company. The site was previously occupied by
a brick dwelling of four stories with a basement built sometime prior to
1853. In a change that was typical of the first wave of commercial deve-
lopment of the district, the once-private dwelling housed non-residential
tenants including two dressmakers: Miss Mulligan in the 1870s, and M, Frank
& Company in the 1880s.

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS INFORMATION

*1911-12: NB 601-1911 [Source: New Building Docket]
REFERENCES

Atlas of the Entire City of New York (New York: George W. Bromley & E.
Robinson, 1879), pl. 12.
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G. W. Bromley, 1899-1909), vol. 2, pl. 4.
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19 EAST 17TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
[Tax Map Bleck/Lot: 846/15)

TYPE STYLE

Store neo-Grec/Queen Anne
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
Silliman & Farnsworth Pierre Humbert
BUILDER

C.H.Tucker & Son (Mason)
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1881-82
DESCRIPTION

This five-story neo-Grec style store building incorporating design elements
of the Queen Anne style, is representative of the middle development phase
of the district. Located near the Broadway end of the block, the building
was constructed in conjunction with an identical building at 21 East l7th
Street. Twenty-five feet wide, the facade is c¢lad in brick with iron and
stone trim. Brick end pilasters rise the height of the facade (the pi-
laster at the eastern end is shared by the facade of 21 East 17th Street)
and intermediate pilasters divide the facade at each story into a center
bay of paired, narrow windows flanked by bays of single windows. What ap-
pear to be original four-over-four wood sash windows in the center bays and
six-over-six wood sash windows in the flanking bays have been replaced or
modified in some bays. The ground story has a modern glass and aluminum
storefront and two sets of glass doors., Capping the ground story, the end
pilasters are accented by geometric plaques with incised orament charac-
teristic of the neo-Grec style. The intermediate pilasters separating

the windows at the second story suppert splayed window surrounds, and have
raised bases and stylized Ionic capitals, topped by inset rectangular
panels. At the third story, the pilasters are bisected by vertical chan-
nels and topped by capitals with stylized classical ornament, while those
at the fourth story are chamfered and have simple incised diamonds at the
capitals. The center bay culminates in a triangular pedimented iron gable
above the fifth story, embellished with inscribed, molded archivelts
framing a sunburst tympanum, characteristic of the Queen Anne style. A
rectangular plaque is inset inte the pediment. The gable is flanked by in-
set parpet panels. A fire escape is suspended from the facade.

HISTORY

This building, as well as the adjacent building at 21 East 17th Street,

was designed by the firm of Silliman & Farnsworth and constructed in 1881-
1882. The two buildings had different owners; 19 East 17th Street was
originally owned by Pierre Humbert. In the 1880s, the building was oc-
cupied by Janes & Kirkland, specialists in andirons and fire-sets and one
of the many home furnishings businesses located in the district. Tenants
in the firt decade of the twentieth century, typical of those in the dis-
trict, included Wood & Levine, cloaks and suits, and R, Furst, buttons,

The site of 19 East 17th Street was previously occupied by a brick dwelling
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built prior to 1853.

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS INFORMATION

*1882: NB 830-1881 [Source: New Building Application]
REFERENCES

Atlas of the Entire City of New York (New York: George W. Bromley & E.
Robinson, 1879), pl. 12.
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Robinson, 1885), pl. 12.

Atlas of the City of New York, Borough of Manhattan (Philadelphia:
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Phillips Elite Directory, 1911.
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21 EAST 17TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 846/16]

TYPE STYLE

Store neo-Grec/Queen Anne
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
8illiman & Farnsworth Thomas B, Stewart
BUILDER =

C.H. Tucker & Son (Mason)

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1881-82

L

DESCRIPTION

This five-story nec-Grec store building, incorporating design elements of
the Queen Anne style, is representative of the middle development phase of
the district. Located near the Broadway end of the block, the building was
constructed in conjunction with 19 East 17th Street and is identical to it
in its design. Twenty-five feet wide, the facade is clad in brick with
iron and stone trim. The ground story has a modern glass and aluminum
storefront and two sets of glass doors. Above, the facade retains what ap-
pear to be original four-over-four wood sash windows in the center bays,
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continuation of . . . Ne. 21 East 17th Street -

and six-over-six wood sash windows in the eastern bays. The western bay at
each story has doubled, metal-framed doors with threed glazed lights each,
topped by glazed transoms. These open onto the fire escape suspeénded from
the facade.

For & full description of the building, see 19 East 17th Street.
HISTORY

This building, as well as the adjacent building at 19 East 21st Street,

was designed by Silliman & Farnsworth and constructed in 1881-82. The two
buildings were designed in conjunction with one another, although they

had different owners; Thomas B. Stewart was the original owner of 21 East
17th Street. Stewart operated a home furnishings store, specializing in
mantels and clocks as well as furniture, which occupied the building during
the 1880s; it was among many decorating and home furrishings businesses
located in the district. Ewer Novello & Company, music publishers, and 0.
L. Lederer, waists, were tenants of the building in the first decade of the
twentieth century. The building replaced a brick rowhouse on the site
built sometime prior to 1853.

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS INFORMATION

*1881-82: NB 830-1881 [Source: New Building Application)
REFERENCES

Atlas of the Entire City of New York (New York: George W. Bromley & E.
Robinson, 1879), pl. 12.

Atlas of the City of New York and Part of the Bromx (New York: E.
Robinson, 1885), pl. 12.

Atlas of the City of New York, Borough of Manhattan (Philadelphia:
G. W, Bromley, 1899.1909), vol. 2, pl. 4.

Landmarks Preservation Commission, Research Files.

Margaret Moore, "Ladies Mile Historic District Research for the D351gnatlon
Report," presented to the Landmarks Preservation Commission,
Dec. 15, 1987 (unpublished printout), 160.

William Perris, Maps of the City of New York (1853}, vol. 4, pl. 53.

Phillips Elite Directoxry, 1905.
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23 EAST 17TH STREET between Fifth Avenue and Broadway (North Side)
[Tax Map Block/Lot: 846/17)

TYPE STYLE

Store and Loft neo-Renaissance
ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER
William Harvey Birkmire Clara M. Gilbert

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1902-03
DESCRIPTION

This six-story neo-Renaissance style store and loft building, charac-
teristic of the later development phase of the district, is located near
the Broadway end of the block. Twenty-five feet wide, the facade is clad
in buff-colored brick with stone and terra-cotta trim. The ground story
has a modern glass and aluminum storefront and entrance, surmounted by a
plain stone frieze. Above, the brick facade is articulated by three
square-headed window openings at each story, with terra-cotta lintels top-
ped by moldings and embellished with ornamental keystomes, At the second
story, the brick is coursed to give the effect of rustication and the win-
dow openings are elongated. The fifth-story lintels form square hoodmolds,
intersected by an egg-and-dart molding. The sixth-story window openings
share a common sill course and are separated by short brick pilasters with
terra-cotta capitals. All windows have one-over-one wood sash, except for
the western bay which has casement windows opening onto the fire escape
suspended from the facade. A plain parapet wall remains above the sixth
story where a cornice was once located. The eastern elevation, partially
visible above the adjacent four-story building, is c¢lad in dark brick and
has no significant architectural features.

HISTORY

Designed by William Harvey Birkmire, this store and loft building was con-
structed in 1902-03 for Clara M. Gilbert. Early tenants in the building,
who were typical of the district, included John Forsythe, a maker of waists
who expanded his business in 1907 to larger quarters at 867-71 Broadway,
around the cormer, where he carried a full line of men's wear; and J.M.
Chanut & Cie, importers and retailers of kid gloves, which was located at
859 Broadway and expanded into 23 East 17th Street in 1916 by joining the
rear of the two buildings. The site was previously occupied by a brick
dwelling built sometime prior to 1853, in which Adolph C. Ahrens operated a
hotel in the 1880s.
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