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HAMILTON HEIGHTS WISTORIC DISTRICT,:Bordugh of Manhattan,

BOUNDARIES

The property bounded by the northern property lines of 475 through 453 West
144th Street, the western property lines of 348 through 356 Convent Avenue,
West 145th Street, the eastern property line of ‘351 Convent Avenue, part of
the northern property line of 425 West 144th Street, the northern property
lines of 423 through 413 llest 144th Street, the eastoern property line of

413 Vest 144th Street, Hamilton Terrace, the northern, castern, and part

of the southern property lines -of 51 lamilton Terrace, the eastern property
lines of 49 through 39 lHamilton Terrace, part of the southern property line
of 39 Hamilton Terrace, the eastern property lines of 37 through 33 Hamilton
Terrace, part of the northern, the eastern, and part of the southern property
lines of 31 Hamilton Terrace, the eastern property lines of 29 through

21 ilamilton Terrace, parts of the successive northern and eastern property
lines of 19-13 Hamilton Terrace, the northern property line of 409 lest 141st
Street, St. Nicholas Avenue, lest 14lst Street, the eastern property line of

- 452 UYest 14lst Street, the ecastern property line of 453 lest 140th Street,

Yest 140th Street, the western property line of 475 lYest 140th Street, part
of the southern, and the western property lines of 474 lest 141st Street,
West 14lst Street, the western property line of 475 West 141st Street, part
of the southern, and the western property lines of 476 llest 142nd Street,
West 142nd Street, Convent Avenue, the northern property line of 2837 Convent
Avenue, the western property lines of 4 through 36 Hamilton Terrace, part of
the western property line of 38 Hamilton Terrace, the southern property line
of 311 Convent Avenue, Convent Avenue, West 143rd Street, the western
property line of 475 West 143rd Street, the western property line of 474 Vest
144th Street, "est 144th Street, and the western property line of 475 est
144th Street.

TESTHIONY AT PUBLIC HEARINGS

On October 3, 1974, the Landrmarks Preservation Commission held a
public hearing on the proposed designation of this Historic District
(Item No. 5). The hearing had been duly advertised in accordance with the
provisions of law. Five persons spoke in favor of the proposed designation,
and no one spoke against it. The witnesses favoring designation clearly
indicated that there is great support for this Historic District from the
property owners and the residents of Hamilton Heights., In 1966, the Conm-
mission had held a public hearing on the proposed designation of a Hamilton
Heights District.
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HISTORIC THTRODUCTION

The land on which the Historic District is located was part of the
Comman Land of Narlem and know as Jochem Pietersen's Hills. Jochem Pietersen
Wuyter was a Dane who, in 1639, was aranted a b0 scre farm on the flat lands
at the foot of these hills. Tn the mid-1650s hoth Pietersen and his wife were
killed by Indians vho claimed all of the lands north of 130th Street to Spuyten
Duyvel. The Indian claims were finally settled in 1715 when a snecial tax
wes raised by the freeholders of Yarlem to pay for the land.

During the 18th century, northern Manhattan attracted wealthy merchants
of ¥ew York City vho built countrv seats there hecause of the bheautiful vievs
it offered. The area in the liistoric DNistrict north of 1h2nd Street was
vithin the estate of John Maunsell, a pgeneral in the Pritish Army who
was granted the pronerty sbout 1763 bhecause of the nart he blayed in the
storming of Havana, Cuba., in 1762. “aunsell left this countrv in 1775, osten-
sibly to remort to the Rritish Government on conditions in the *ew Yorl
celonvy. FPut, in his rersonal corresnondance., "‘aunsell states that the
resl reason he left Yew York was to avoid taking ur arms apainst the
Americans , many of vhom were his personal friends. He returned hriefly in
1775 to hring his wife Tlizabeth Stillwell, an American, back to Rritaein,
“iaunsell returned to Yew York in 1784, where he died in 1795.

Muring, the Revolution, a numher of redouhts and hreestworks were built
Just north of the Mistoric District. Three redoubts flanked Amsterdam Avenue
betveen 1L6th and 1loth Streets, and three others flanked Rroadway between
1L5th and 149th Streets. They vere interconnected by a maze of hreastworks
that stretched from the Hudson River to St. VWicholas Avenue just north of
146th Street. The District is located within the area where the Battle of
larlem Heights was fought in 1776. The hattle rapged between 130th and
155th Streets and yroved to be a victory for the Americans. The importance
of the victory lay not so much in its stratepic value, but in the invig-
orating effect that it had on the morale of the American forces who, until
that time, had fared hadly in their encounters with the Rritish.

At the beginnins of the 19th century the area comprised hy the Historic
District beceme mart of the pronerty of Alexander Hamilton, who built his
country seat. The “range. in 1801 near the southeast corner of 143rd
Street and Amsterdam Avenue. He named "The Orange after the ancestral
seat of his arandfather in Scotland, and moved his family there in the swnring
of 1802. The house was moved to its present location in 1880.

Hamilton was born in the West Indies in 1757 . but left the islands in
1772 to further his education. 7Tn 177T4% he entered Columbia. then Ving's
Collere and became noted as an orator and a namphleteer., His strong re
snect for central authorityr limited him to denouncing the excesses of .
Parlianent while affirmin~ his ellegience to the ¥ing, an asrect of hia con-
servative political philosophy which remsined constant throughout his life,
The main thrust of his service during the Revolutionary Var was administra-
tive rather than military. Serving for four vearc ag Vashington's
gecretary he re-organized the Continental Army, Jdrew un a gystem of regu-.
lations for it, and conducted all the corresrondence with Congress.

As a result of a reprimand from Washinston, he resigned in 1781,
lie returned to Wew York, served in Congress in 1782-833 and settled down to
a legal practice in the City, aided . no doubt. by the connections of his
wife Flizabeth the dauzhtér of Philip Schuyler,, a member of one of the most
distinguished New York families. Convinced of the weakness of the
central government set up by the Articles of Confederation, he hegan
agltating to make it stronper. In 1787 . he was elected to the Yew York
Lerislature and was a member of the Gtate's delegation to the Second Con-
stitutional Conventation in Philadelphia. Althoush the constitution that

. vas drafted there fell short of hig desires, he devoted a great deal of energy ‘

to its ratification, servins as co-author with James Yadison and John JTay
of the Federalist Papers, a detailed explanetion of the new constitution
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and its virtues., These efforts pguaranteed him 2 post in the new govern=-
ment . ' ‘

. As the first Secretary of the Treasury, a post to which he was named
by President Washington, he demonstrated the same talents that had marked
his tenure as Washington's secretary. He convinced Congress to assume the
entire war debt, to impose severe taxes in order to cover it, and to estab-
lish the first Bunk of the United States, His attempts to influence the
foreign policy, however, brought him into conflict with Thomas Jefferson,
then Secretary of State., In 1795, financial pressures caused Hamilton to re-
sign from the Cabinet., His service a&s Inspector General of the Army in 1798
1800 was his last public office.

Although out of public office, Hamilton contimued to try to influence
policy through his personal contacts in the Cabinet of President Adams, and
this led to a falling out between the two, In 1801, after the deadlocked
election of the previous year, he overcame his dislike of Jefferson and sup~-
ported him over Aaron Burr, whom he considered ambitious and ruthless. In
1804, Hamilton involved himself in politics one final time, vigorously and
successfully opposing Burr's candidacy for governor of New York. The long
history of animosity between the two men culminated in some statements at-
tributed to Hamilton by Dr. Charles Cooper which Burr considered 1ibalous;
Burr demanded satisfaction, and a duel was fought on July 11, 1804, in
Weehawken, New Jersey, Hamilton wus shot in the duel and died the next
day. He is buried in Trinity Church Graveyard.

Hamilton's life at "The Grange" encompassed the least political peériod
of his 1ife, Jefferson was President, and Hamilton had no influence in the
Cabinet. He once again retired to his private law practice, enjoying what he
called the "life of a common citizen and good. paterfamilias." He left his
wife und seven children, to whom he had written in 1803, the year before he
died, "You see that I do not forget the Grange...nor anyone who inhabits it."

The District remained largely rural until 1879, when Upper Manhattan be-
gan to develop as an urban area, as a result of the extension of rapid tran-
sit north of 125th Street along iiight avenue. The "Great West Side Move-
ment" is generally considered to have begun in 1879, but in 1880 the devel-
opment of the lest Side was still largely restricted to individusl entre-
preneurs. Slowly, however, in the early 1880s speculative builders were
attracted to the West Side. The demand for residential dwellings there had
burgeoned as a result of the overflow from the East Side, where land values
had increased spectacularly. Two large sales of former estates, known as the
Carmsn sale and the Jumel sale, also speeded the opening of the area to de~
velopment, All of the row houses, and low-rise apartment houses within the
District were built within a twenty-year period between 1886 and 1906, as a
prime residential neighborhood.  Following the completion of the College of

the City of New York in 1907, many staff members and professors resided in the
Historie District.

The evolution of Black Harlem began after the building boom in Harlem
and upper Hanhattan came to & halt in 1907, when a financial panic left many
newly constructed residences vacant. FPhillip A. Payton, a realtor with
offices on West 133rd Street, persuaded many owners to sell or rent their
vacant properties to Black families who were living in Manhattan's Vest 50s,
a sectlon of Hell's Kitchen known as San Juan Hill., Demographic changes in
Harlem were speeded by liorld War I when many Blacks from the South and from
the West Indies migrated north looking for industrial jobs. This migration
continued after the war due to economic opportunities in the North, Another
important influence in the movement of Black families from other areas of the
City into Harlem was St, Philip's P. E. Church, The church, which had moved

to West 134th Street in 1911, bought property in the area and rented it to
Black families. :

Affluent Black families began moving into the Historic District and the
surrounding area in the early 1930s, during the Depression. Many of these
first families to move into the District still live in Hamilton Heights.
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The pride of the residents in their District is expressed not only in
the generally excellent maintenance of the individual houses, but in the

- streets as well, A Mollie Parnis Award was granted this year in recog-

nition of the work of beautification along Convent Avenue, an activity
which is now being extended to Hamilton Terrace, The Block Associations
have been instrumental in promoting a sense of community pride and unity
of action throughout the District.

The Hamilton Heights Historic District continues to have a wide appeal
as a fine residential neighborhood and counts among its citizens many
people who are active in the politieal, legal, medical and artistic life
of the City, -
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ARCHITECTURAL INTRODUCTION

- Hamilton Heights is a quiet residential community of outstanding
architectural quality which retains nuch of its late 19th and carly 20th
century atnosphere. As one entors the District on Convent Avenue at
140th Strect after passing throuch the gateway of the City College campus,
one is immediately aware of -an area which constitutes a scparate, self-
contained entity within the larger fabric of the City. Convent Avenue,
which is the spine of the District, was originally a dead-end street ter-
minatin: at 145th Street. llamilton Tcrrace to the east of Convent Avenue,
is still  d.ns-undstreet, terninating at St. Hicholas Park at its south end
and at 144th Street at the north. In addztzon, the eastern end of 144th
Street teriiinates at Hatilton Terrace. Thus, the unusual street pattern
creates an inmpression of a protected enclave--an oasis within the City.

Until the eariy 1is0s, the aréa that was comprised by the tlistoric
District was a quiet, rural retreat which was almost completely undeveloped.
Wawilton Granze still stood at its orizinal locatinn, batween Amsterdan
and Convent Avenues, on the south side of '143rd Strect. The Colored
Orphan Asylun occupied nmost of the block between 143rd and 144th Streets
bounded by the present llamilton Place and Troadway. To the south of the
iistoric District, the Convent of the Sacred eart--which pave its name to
Convent Avenue--still occupnied a larre tract in 1873, then bounded rouchly
by the present 126th and 137th Streets on the south and north and by
St. ilicholas Terrace and Convent Avenue on the cast and west, part of which
is now the site of the South Campus of City College.

ilarilton Heipghts today is still an exclusively residential neighbor-
hood. 1Its pleasant tree-shaded avenucs are lined with row upon row of
three- and four-story houses, Sor the most part set behind raised stone
terraces which separate the front yards from the street. The few apartment
houses within the boundaries of the !istoric District are in scale with the
row houses. In some cases, opposite sides of the same street were planned
by the sanme architects and/or developers, contributing to the unusually
harmonious quality and special character of this District. The three
churches within the District--3t. Luke's oun Convent Avenue and l4lst
Street, the Convent Avenue Naptist Church at 145th Street, and St. James'
Presbyterian Church on St. liicholas Avenue and 14lst Street--are all
corner buildings and serve not only to delineate its boundaries but add a
picturesque verticality to this generally low-rise¢ District.

The development of the arca was larpely concentrated between 1886 and
1906, with only a few buildings erected at a later date. Construction
bepan near the northern end of the District, when row houses were built
along the north side of 144th Strect, between Convent Avenue and Ansterdan
Avenue and along the west side of Convent Avenue between 1441°. and i-45t"
Streets. This was no doubt influenced by the easy access to public
transportation; the L1 station was at 145th Street and Eishth Avenue,
The last of the early houses in the District were built in 1905-06 on
the north side of 140th Street between Convent and Amsterdar Avenues, with
only a very few buildings erected at a later date.

To surmarize the actual physical develomient of the District and the
architectural styles of the twenty years between 1886 and 1906, the con-
tributions of = several architects--notably Willian E. Jowbray, Adolph tloak,
"illian Strdm, Robert Kelly, lienri Foucheaux, and ileville & Bapge--will be
discussed.

"M 1liam E. Mowbray, an architect wao later designed a splendid rTow
of turn-of-the-century residences in the Riverside-'lest 105th Street
Historic District, was largely responsible for the planning and development
of West l44th Street between Convent and Ansterdam Avemuwes. The open !



Hamilton tleights ilistoric District

appearance of this street and the handsome rows of houses--set well back
along both sides of the street behind raised terraces which separate ' the
front yards fron the sidewalk--make this ohe of the most architecturally
notable in the District. The overall desifn of these houses was carefully
adapted to conforn to the upward slope of the street from Convent Avenue

to Amsterdam. As a Troup, these residences are the most picturesque in the
District, displaying a variety of building nmaterials, colors, textures, and
roofllnes w-ich adds iumensely to its visual impact. The influenée of Dutch
and Flemish architectural traditions is immediately evident in the gabled
roofs, but the Romanesque, Gothic, and Tudor styles were the predominant
inspiration for the architect.

iowbray's eisht residences at MHos. 453-467 on the north side of the :

street, built between 18686 and 1890, are among the earliest houses in the
District, sharing this distinction with two houses of aun original group of
four, which originally extended from the corner mansion at the intersectiom
of lest 144th Street to Ho. 346 Convent Avenue. These houses are more French
Renaissance in character, deronstrating the versatility of the architects of
this period, who drew upon the most varied orchitectural traditions for
their designs. The develonment -of the entire south side of this section of
144th Street, in contrast to the north side, was financed by William
De Forest, Jr., a silk importer who nlayed an important nart in the .y .1z

srtoal tae tanilton cstate. lie lived in one of a four-house Ronanesque
Revival row of 1887-39 toward Amstercam-Avenue (Hlos. 463-474), designed by
Harvey L. Page. The eirht row houses at Hos. 452-466 were designed by
ifowbray and erected for De Forest in 1390, couplenmenting :lowbray's houses
on the north side of this strcet.

The blockfronts facing each other on Convent Avenue, between 143vd
and 144th Streets, provide another architectural hishlight within this
interesting District. The fifteen-house row on the sust sile--thé lonsast
in the District--was erected between 1887 and . 1890 for Jacol D. lLutler, a
realtor who lived on Convent.Avenue below the District. The architect was
Adolph toak. Again, a variety of styles is represented by these houses,
which include the Flemish, Tudor, and Romanesque Revivals. Attention focuses
immediately upon the diversity of the rooflines silhouetted against the sky,
a factor = which contributes to the picturesque charm of these houses.
The long row is very cleverly planned, with an alternation of materials,
styles and decorative detail. The late Romanesque Revival wmansion at No. 339,
which terminates the row, is without doubt one of the finest examples of
this style in the City. On the west side of the street, the blockfront is
divided into two rows designed in differiny styles, yet harmonizing with
each other. Hos. 320-328, erected in 1890 and desioned by liorace B.
lartwell, are late Romanesque Revival in style. The adJoininﬂ TOW, CcOof-
pr151nn Nos. 330-336, built for William i{, De Forest, Jr., is quite different
in design. Robert Dry, his architect, who used brick.with brownstone to
simulate half-ti burin~,nade the most of the Fnglish modieval and Tudor
traditions to provide a picturesque sroup of houses, terminating in a large
nansion at ido. 336, It complements the splendid turreted Romanesque
Pevival nansion opposite on the east side of the street.

Hamilton Terrace, a long sloping street, nrovides a charming enclave
within the ilistoric District. The vista looking southward is dominated by
the nassive Gothic-style tower of City College rising above the grassy slape
and trce tops of St. MNicholas Park. The street is lined on both sides by
long rows of houses which again display a fascinating variety. Despite this
variety, however, there are certain unifying elerents, including the roof
cornices and the retention of most stoops. The sables and cornices reflect
the rising slopc of the street toward 144th Gtrect. Town houses on the
east side are enframed at each end by low apartment houses, those at the
north being outside the ijistoric District. On the west side, the southern
end is dominated by the hish apse of St. Luke's Church.
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The. row houses on ianilton Terrace were erected in the late 1390s and
generally reflect a later phase in the stylistic development of the period.
The modest three-story brick houses, adjacent to the corner of 1l4lst Street,
were built in 1895 for Alice Davies. They were designed by the architect
Andrew Spence, who had his office on 125th Street, and was involved in The
Mourit Morris Park ilistoric District. These houses on Hanilton Terrace are
good examples of the vernacular architecture of the period. The two long
rows of residences which occupy the remaind:r of the east side, flonked by
apartaent houses, date from 1897-99, Nos. 21-37 and 39-49 were built for
filliam Strum, an architect, and designed in association with the architect
Robert Kelly. The houses are handsome exarples of the popular neo-
Renaissance style of the 1890s and generally were planned with facades al-
ternating between swell- and flush-fronts. The west side of {lamilton :
Terrace is dowinated by a long row of fourteen dirmified residences which
were erected in 1898 for Custavus L. Lawrence, a nroduce nerchant who lived
just west of the liistoric District, and was very active in its development.
His architects were always :leville § Tagrne, whose offices were on 125th
Street. They also designed many houses in the iount iorris Park Historic
District and an apartment house in the Jumel Terrace listoric District.
lHere, on Hamilton Terrace, lleville § Barge combined the picturesque
Ronanesque Revival style with classical, Renaissance and neo-Georgian ' |
elements, Farther up the street is a second long row, at Hos. 40-60,
dating from the same.time, but designed by still another architect who was
active elsewhere in the District--Henri Foucheaux. Foucheaux lived farther
uptown in ifashington Heights and also worked in the Jurel Terrace Historic
District. ilere, the architect varied the facades fron house, to house
using four basic designs. Typical of the eclectic period is the combination
of classical, Renaissance, and even lingering traces of the Romanesque
Revival-styles. The blockfront terminates in a handsome residence crowned
by a French mansard roof which is the end house of an impressive row on
lest 144th Street, between Hamilton Terrace and Convent Avenue. Erected
in 1397 by ienry . Powell, a neighborhood builder, the row was designed
by Neville § Bagpe.

By 1904-06, when the firix of Heville § Dagge desipgned the last rows of
buildings in the tiistoric District--all for Gustavus L. Lawrence--they had
adopted a simplified Beaux-Arts style, as may Le seen at Nos. 453-465 lest
140th Street and at ilos. 452-474 ‘West 141st Street, back to back with then.
Their twelve houses on 141st Street, with red brick facades alternating with .
those of off-white Roman brick or of limestone, offer a lively color scheme '
and a variety of decorative motifs. Across the street, the row of the -
neighborhood architect, John i{auser, of 1906 is quite similar and was no
doubt planned in relation to thet.

These houses, spanning two decades, thus illustrate the chief successive
architectural styles of the tine: the Romanesque Revival, Flemish, Dutch
and occasional “ueen Anne influence, the French and Italian Renaissance
modes and Classical style of the later 1890s, and, finally, the Beaux-Arts,
dominant in the early 20th century.

In addition to its fine residential architecture, the District has
three handsome churches which delineate its boundaries. The earliest,
St. Luke's Episcopal Church, was built in 1852-95 and was originally meant
to replace St. Luke's in Greenwich Villaze. This nagnificent structure,
massive in scale and volume, was desimned by Robert il. Robertson, one of
lHanhattan's leading church architects. lie was an associate of the
distinguished architect illian Appleton Potter, and he also designed
St. iartin’s Church in the Mount Morris Park fiistoric District. St. Luke's, :
entered near the corner of 141st Street and Convent Avenue, is one of the
most impressive Romanesque Revival churches in the City. “

Alnost overshadowed by the church is the small white house at Ho. 287
Convent Avenue--tlamilton Grange. ODuilt in 1801 for Alexander Mamilton, it is
one of the few surviving Federal style country residences in the City, and its
design has been attributed to John iMcComb, Jr., best known as the co-
architect of City iiall., It has been operated as a house ruseun by the
National Park Service since 19656.
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Quite different in style from St. Luke's is the lisht-colored and more
praceful Convent Avenue Baptist Church of 1397-99, It was designed in the
neo-Gothic style by the well-known architectural firm of Lamb & Rich. In
design and massing, it makes the most of its conspicuous corner site at
the intersection of 145th Street and Convent Avenue. It was originally
built for the congregation of the Washington Heights Baptist Church.

The neo-Gothic St. James Presbyterian Church, on the northwest corner
of 1l41st Street and St. Hicholas Avenue, was originally called the Lenox
Presbyterian Church. It was built in 1904 according to the designs.of
Ludlow & Valentine. Viewed from across the street, on St. Hicholas Avenne,
it creates a picturesque image appropriate for the visitor to Hamilten
Heights approaching the District from the east.

‘ Anong the more recent structures in the Historic District are: -the
fornmer Lutheran lospital, now the College View Nursing Home at Ho. 425
Yest 144th Street, built in 1922 and 1930; a fine neo-Federal residence at
No. 51 Hamilton Terrace built in 1909; and an apartment house on the same
- street at Mo. 19 built in 1948-51. An addition to Ho. 340 Convent Avenue,
- once owned by the Little Sisters of the Assumption and now the property

of the Greater Tabernacle Baptist Church, was built as a convent in 1922,

There are also several schools in the iiistoric District which serve .
the commnity. They include the Elizabeth Hayficld Hursery School at
No. 321 Convent Avenue where the Hamilton Grange [lock Association meetings
are held, the itarlem School of the Arts.adjacent to $t. James- Church at
No. 62 Familton Terrace, and the Bantist Lducational Center at No. 354
Convent Avenue.

As one walks through iiamilton Heights, there is hardly a street which
-does not offer a picturesque vista. Set apart from the busy thoroughfares
to the north, east and west, this residential community has a charming
character all its own which has been preserved throughout the years.
Only a very few of the buildings have been altered by the smooth-stuccoing
of the original decorative detail, the refacing of house fronts, the
replacenent of roof cornices by masonry parapets, and of stoops by
basement entrances. The houses in the lamilton Heights Historic District
remain remarkably intact. Designation of the District will strengthen the
community by preventing further loss through a process of reviewing plans
for alteration and new construction. ~Designation is a najor step towards
insuring the protection and enhancement of the quality and character of
the entire neighborhood,
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WEST 140TH STRELT (Between Convent and Amsterdam Avenues)

NORTE SIDE OMLY (Nos. 453-475)

This fine row of [eaux-Arts town houses creates a graceful rhythm
along the street by means of its many curved and three-sided, three-story
bays. The first seven houses, Nos, 453-465, were erected in 1905-06 for .
the neighborhood developer Gustavus L. Lawrence in association with the
architects, MWeville § Lapge, a firm responsible for the desipn of many
of the buildings in the District. These houses are quitc similar to the
earlier row at Hos. 467-475. Roth grouns of buildines display brick
facades witl: limestone bases and decorative trin,

ﬂos 453 153-465 are four stories high with English basements and are
more ornate ‘than their westorly neighbors. The doorways are treated in
an elaborate manner, exhibiting finely cdrved Beaux-Arts details such as
cartouches and large scroll brackets. A pattern of alternation is '
. established in this row with facades of red brick and curved fronts,
alternating with those of buff brick, with three-sided bays and elegant
arched pediments at the second story. Many of the original wrought-iron

window grilles at the street level may still be seen., further enhanc1nw
the character of this row.

Hos. 467-475 are ecarlier buildings designed by George Ebert and:

. erected for C, J. Tloomquist in 1901-02. They are only three stories
high with basements, and are approached by high stoops. Small carved
heads, serving as keystones, are placed over the centers of the square-
headed doorways. The most elaborate features of this row are the
foliate-patterncd limestone panels between the first and second stories,
and the swap and wreath designs of the metal roof cornices.

WEST 1415T STREET (Between 5t. Nicholas Avenue and [amilton Te;race)

NORTH] SIDE OMLY (ifos. 409-423)

(No. 409-411. St. James Presbyterian Church is described under

e B g s ek m . g

St. HMicholas Avenue.)

Nos., 413-421. Adjacent to the neo-(othlc St. James Presbyterian
Church is a row of five Romanesque Revival brownstone houses, onnosite
the park, erected in 1892-93 according to the designs of John r. Burne.
In style, the houses are related to St. Luke's Church, across the
strcet. They alternate between two 2nd three windows in width, The
buildings have rusticated hasements and are apnroached by hish stoops:
that of Ho. 421 is L-shaped. The areaways are apprroached between
inverted consoles. The doorways are distinguished by the deep pro-
jections of the crowning cornice slabs, set on foliate brackets. The
second and third stories of these houses project slightly, and the
windows of the third stories are round-arched. The houses which are
three windows wide have engaped celonnettes characteristic of the
Romanesque style flanking the second story windows. The height of the
buildings accords with the steep slope of the street, so that the
dentilied roof cornices are stepped up house by house,
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llamilton !teishts Mistoric Ristrict

YWEET 141ST STREET (Between St. Hicholas Avenue and Hamilton Terracei

Ho. 423.- This corner house of buff brick with its rough- faced stone
basement provides the necessary visual accent to terminate this. bilock, by
counterbalancing the church at the eastern end of the street. ‘ider than
the town houses to the east, it rrojects out beyond them, as the church
does at the bottom of the hill., The house, built in 1795 as the end house
of a row of iamilton Terrace, is- quite simnle in design with decorative
features. provided by varyine patterns of br1ckwork An L-shaned stoon

" which has retained -its oripinal wrought-iron and railing. leads to the,

‘brownstoné ‘enframed doorways. A thrno-sided Full-hc:ght corncr bay Pro-
vides an effective transition to the Ianllton Terrace row, The shect-
metal roof cornice with folinte friezc and closely spaced console brackets
reflects the angled cornez of the house.

HEST 141ST STREET  (Betwecn ilarilton Terrace and ‘Convent Avcnue)

MORTH SIDE NNLY (Wo. 435)

(St. Luke’s Church. which occupics this entire blockfront, is
described under to. 285 Convent Avenue.)

UEST 141ST STREET (Between Convent and Amsterdam Avenues)

SOUTH GIDE  (Mos. 452-474)

There is a rerarkable degrec of coherence on both sides of this
street due to the sinilarity of design, building materials and cornice
lines -- although the houses worc desismed by two different architectural
fimns.

Hos, 452-474. This long row of twelve town houses were built for
flustavus L. Lawrence in 1904-05 after the desitns of Meville § Bagse,
They are back-to-back with the houses built for the same owner on the north
side of 141st Street and desioned in a similar Peaux-Arts stylc. The row
is particularly ‘interestinp because of the desisn pattcrns and decorative

variety exhibited by the facades.

Wos. 452-460 alternate fron a red brick, swell-front with lirestone
bands at tne sccoid and fourth stories, to an off-white Roman brick, full-
height, three-sided bay with round arches at the seccond stories and -line-
stone trim. ilany of thc doorways arc clegantly embellished by flanking
rrooved pilasters, cartoucaes, delicate eag-and-dart mouldings and pulvinat-

ed friezes.

jios. 462-464 continue this sare alternating scheme, but here the
facades are totally.of limestone. The alternating rhythn is maintained
to the end of the row. The Roman red brick facades with three-sided
bays arc notable for the richly ornawmented doorways and arched pediments
crowning the sccond story center windows, The doorways are flanked by
elonnated brackets supporting cornice slabs, enframing decorative car-
touches. The houses of buff brick with swell-fronts are more simply
ornamented with limestons spandrel pamels and Fluted bandcourses with
circular motifs at the fourth story. The corbeled roof cornices of all
the red brick houses on this side of the strect arc crowned by paneled
parapets adding variety to this row.
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