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exhaust vent above lintel at main entry; replacement wood window sash; metal flashing at parapet; 

cornice removed and replaced with a Utilitarian style stepped parapet (c. 1930s); one-story rear addition 

(1957). Site Features: areaway with historic Greek Revival-style cast-iron fence; basement steps leading 

to basement door beneath stoop; gate enclosing basement door. 

 

Ownership History to 2000 

(As recorded in the Conveyance Records of the Office of the Register) 

1840 William Huyler 

1847 James D. Sherwood 

1908 Frederick and Dora Rabbe 

1918 Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. Matthew 

1919 John D. and Johanna Schroeder 

1925 Oreste and Louisa Grazzini 

1948 Joseph Kaufman 

1949 David M. Hare 

1987 Denise Brown Hare 

1995 Alexandra Hare 

 

References 

Department of Buildings, New Building and Alteration applications (ALT 1412-1957); New York 

County, Office of the Register, Deeds and Conveyances, Liber 408, p. 177 (June 23, 1840); Department 

of Taxation, Record of Assessments, 9th Ward, 1832-1850; U.S. Census Records, 1860; James Sullivan, 

ed. The History of New York State, 1523-1927, vol. 2 (New York: Lewis Historical Publishing Company, 

1927) 451; Michael Kimmelman, ―David Hare, Sculptor and Photographer, Dies at 75,‖ NYT (Dec. 25, 

1992); ―David Hare,‖ University of Texas at Austin ―Landmarks‖ Public Art Program website, 

http://landmarks.utexas.edu/artistdetail/Hare_David (accessed Nov. 4, 2009). 

 

36 Leroy Street 

Block 586, Lot 105 

 

Date of Construction: 1852-53 

Architect or Builder: Not determined 

Original Owner or Developer: James D. Sherwood 

Type: Row House 

Style: Greek Revival, altered 

Material: Brick, stone 

Stories: 3 and attic 

 

History: No. 36 Leroy Street was constructed c. 1853 as a single-

family dwelling for James D. Sherwood, a successful broker from 

Putnam County, New York who began his career in real estate as a 

carpenter in New York City and who later commuted to the city from 

his home in Peekskill. Built on the rear portion of Lots 4 and 5 (nos. 

42 and 44 Bedford Street), no. 36 Leroy Street was one of Sherwood‘s 

four property investments on Leroy Street; he also built no. 34 Leroy 

Street, constructed in 1845 (see 34 Leroy Street) and no. 44 Bedford Street, constructed in1861 (see 44 

Bedford Street), forming a block of property on the southeast corner of Leroy and Bedford Streets, and 

purchased no. 9 Leroy Street in 1849 (see 9 Leroy Street). Sherwood owned all four properties until his 

death in 1907. No. 36 Leroy Street is still used as a single-family dwelling. 
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Description: three bays; brick laid in running bond with imitation-brownstone trim; first story, one-step 

stoop at main entry; molded pressed-metal lintel above main entry; two windows with block sills and 

molded lintels; second and third stories, three windows with block sills and molded lintels; attic story, 

three small windows with block sills. Alterations: wood main entry door with mail slot, decorative door 

knocker, doorbell on right door jamb and address-number tiles on left door jamb; replacement window 

sash; parged frieze band above attic windows; gutter at cornice; leader running down western corner of 

facade; cornice removed after c. 1938. Site features: areaway at foundation covered by decorative iron 

grates; wood planter boxes in between grates; historic Greek Revival-style cast-iron areaway fence; wood 

fence on roof partially visible from Leroy Street.  

 

Ownership History to 1970 

No deeds recorded in the Conveyance Records of the Office of the Register 

 

References 

New York County, Office of the Register, Deeds and Conveyances, Liber 569, p. 20 (Mar. 4, 1851); 

Department of Taxation, Record of Assessments, 9th Ward, 1836-1869; James Sullivan, ed. The History of 

New York State, 1523-1927, vol. 2 (New York: Lewis Historical Publishing Company, 1927) 451. 

 

38 Leroy Street 

Block 586, Lot 5 

See: 44 Bedford Street  

 

40 TO 42 LEROY STREET (SOUTH SIDE) 

Between Bedford Street and Seventh Avenue South  

 

40 Leroy Street (aka 45 Bedford Street) 

Block 582, Lot 31 

 

Date of Construction: 1836-37 

Architect or Builder: attributed to Aaron Marsh and William and 

John Huyler 

Original Owner or Developer: Andrew Quackenbush 

Major Alterations: 1875, c. 1888, 2008-10 

Type: Row House 

Style: Greek Revival, with Italianate alterations 

Material: Brick, stone 

Stories: 3 and basement 

 

History: No. 40 Leroy Street was constructed in 1836-37 by 

builder Aaron Marsh and local masons William and John Huyler 

for dry goods merchant Andrew Quackenbush. Andrew 

Quackenbush was also the original owner of nos. 284 and 286 Bleecker Street (see 284-286 Bleecker 

Street) and the brother of Abraham Quackenbush, the original owner of 260 Bleecker Street (see 260 

Bleecker Street and 264 Bleecker Street). As originally constructed, the building stood two-and-a-half 

stories tall with a peaked roof. Andrew Quackenbush soon sold the property to a nephew, James 

Quackenbush, who leased the building to a physician by the name of John King. By 1851, the building 

housed multiple tenants, including Nathan B. Guyre, a merchant working at the nearby Washington 

Market; architect Owen G. Warren; shoemaker J.P. Utter; and silversmith Robert Copeland. In 1875 an 

extension was built on the rear of the existing building, covering the entire lot. Tax assessment records 

indicate that the building was raised from two-and-a-half to three stories between 1887 and 1888. The 
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extension of Seventh Avenue south to Varick Street, which was done at an angle to the existing street grid 

and completed between 1914 and 1917, necessitated the demolition of all of the buildings on the south 

side of Leroy Street between Bedford Street and Hudson Street, with the exception of nos. 40 and 42 

Leroy Street. From the 1920s until the late 1950s, the basement story of no. 40 was used as commercial 

space, with various building contractors as tenants from 1940 on. The building‘s owner from 1959 until 

1999, James Ray, was a well known antiques dealer in the Village. 

 

Description: Leroy Street Facade: three bays; brick laid in Flemish bond up to third story; third-story 

brick laid in American Common bond; imitation-brownstone trim; rusticated foundation of imitation-

brownstone; two basement windows; imitation-brownstone stoop; first story, two windows with glass 

transoms and molded lintels; reconstructed recessed wood door enframement with Doric pilasters, side 

panels and four-pane glass transom; second and third stories, three windows with block sills and molded 

lintels; bracketed pressed-metal cornice with paneled fascia. Alterations: rear extension constructed in 

1875, covering entire lot depth; c. 1888 alteration raised building from two-and-a-half to three stories, 

replaced peaked roof with flat roof; main entry door of wood; two holes with exposed electrical wiring in 

door enframement; multipane wood window sash; original stoop and door enframement removed and 

molded lintels shaved after 1940; these features reconstructed between 2008 and 2010; wood pergola, 

glass-panel enclosure, and wire-mesh railing installed on roof in 2010. Bedford Street Facade: four 

bays; brick laid in American common bond in first bay; brick laid in Flemish bond in second, third and 

fourth bays; segmental arch with granite impost blocks in first bay of foundation; imitation-brownstone 

water table from second to fourth bays (continued on Leroy Street facade); paired basement window with 

brick soldier-course sill in first bay; basement window with brick soldier-course sill in third bay; first 

through third stories, four windows with block sills and molded lintels; bracketed pressed-metal cornice 

with paneled fascia; two chimneys at roof line. Alterations: rear extension constructed in 1875, covering 

entire lot depth; c. 1888 alteration raised building from two-and-a-half to three stories, replaced peaked 

roof with flat roof; vent and sewer pipe below water table in third bay; exposed electrical conduits at 

foundation and basement; basement windows covered by metal security bars; vent above first and second 

windows on first story; replacement wood window sash; chimneys parged; wood pergola and wire-mesh 

railing installed on roof in 2010. West Facade: brick party wall. Alterations: cinderblock bulkhead, wood 

pergola and wire-mesh railing installed on roof in 2010. Site Features: areaway and basement steps on 

Leroy Street facade enclosed by non-historic metal fence; sidewalk hatch at foundation in third bay of 

Bedford Street facade. 

 

Ownership History to 1970 

(As recorded in the Conveyance Records of the Office of the Register) 

1837 Andrew and Hester Quackenbush 

1837 James Quackenbush 

1853 Benjamin and Phoebe Quackenbush 

1853 Jonathan S. and Margaret Smith 

1856 William and Catherine Bellamy 

1865 Mary and George A. Clement 

1872 Charles Voss 

1909 George S. and Rose Bradt 

1910 Frederick Voss 

1910 Emma W. Wingate 

1913 Chester A. Luff 

1913 Melbie E. Williams 

1956 Rose Meyer 

1956 Raymond White and Lina Lett 

1957 Betty Burrows 

1958 Maria Jane and Stanley Haggart 



 251 

1959 James and Eugenia Ray 

 

References 

Department of Buildings, New Building and Alteration applications (ALT 48-1875; Job nos. 110329813 

and 110304769 [ALTs]); New York County, Office of the Register, Deeds and Conveyances, Liber 376, 

p. 302 (May 1, 1837); Department of Taxation, Record of Assessments, 9th Ward, 1835-1896; U.S. 

Census Records, 1830, 1850. 

 

42 Leroy Street  

Block 582, Lot 30 

 

Date of Construction: 1836-1837 

Architect or Builder: attributed to Aaron Marsh  

Original Owner or Developer: Maria and Abraham Westervelt 

Major Alterations: 1907 

Type: Row House 

Original Style: Altered Greek Revival, with Italianate details 

Material: Brick, stone 

Stories: 3 and basement 

 

History: No. 42 Leroy Street was constructed in 1836-1837 by builder 

Aaron Marsh for Maria and Abraham Westervelt. Beginning in the 

1850s with the development of commercial districts to the east and 

south of Greenwich Village and the northward migration of wealthier 

citizens, many of the area‘s single-family residences were converted 

into multiple dwellings, making more affordable housing available to 

working-class tenants. By 1851, no. 42 Leroy Street housed multiple tenants. In 1907, the building was 

altered with the removal of the peaked roof and the addition of a third story (architect John Voelker). At 

this time the basement was converted into commercial space, which it remained until the 1960s. The 

extension of Seventh Avenue south to Varick Street, which was done at an angle to the existing street grid 

and completed between 1914 and 1917, necessitated the demolition of all the buildings on the south side 

of Leroy Street between Bedford Street and Hudson Street, with the exception of nos. 40 and 42 Leroy 

Street. From 1921 to 1925, no. 42 Leroy Street was owned by the New York Congregational Home for 

the Aged, and by the 1940s had been converted into a boarding house run by an Italian-born barber by the 

name of Guido Quarta who lived at 55 ½ Downing Street (see 55-55 ½ Downing Street). Today the 

building houses seven apartments. 

 

Description: Leroy Street Facade: three bays; brick laid in Flemish bond up to third story (except third 

bay of first story, which is laid in American common bond); third-story brick laid in American common 

bond; imitation-brownstone trim; imitation-brownstone foundation; basement window; two basement 

doors accessed by stairs below grade; first through third story, three windows with block sills and flush 

lintels; bracketed pressed-metal cornice with fascia frieze of garlands. Alterations: basement window 

covered by metal security bars; non-historic metal railings at basement entries; non-historic basement 

doors; intercom boxes to left of basement doors and security lights to right; goose-neck sewer pipe at foot 

of second basement door and two security lights above; air-conditioning wall unit beneath first window 

on first, second and third stories; vents above first and third windows on third story; replacement wood 

window sash; 1895 alteration raised building to three stories; 1907 alteration installed basement-level 

storefront and replaced peaked roof with flat roof; stoop removed, main entry replaced with window, and 

stairs and entryways installed in basement level (c. 1930s). Seventh Avenue South Facade (partially 

visible): brick party wall with terra-cotta tile coping. Alterations: brick parged; metal railing at roof line. 

Alterations: 1895 alteration raised building to three stories; 1907 alteration installed basement-level 
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storefront and replaced peaked roof with flat roof. Site Features: sidewalk hatch at foundation in first bay 

of Leroy Street facade. 

 

Ownership History to 1970 

(As recorded in the Conveyance Records of the Office of the Register) 

1837 Maria and Abraham Westervelt 

1843 John and Hetty Hunt 

1881 William Johnston 

1907 V. Pecoraro and Stefano Nicostro 

1951 Rose Meyer 

1961 Peter J. Johnson 

 

References 

Department of Buildings, New Building and Alteration applications (ALT 874-1907); New York County, 

Office of the Register, Deeds and Conveyances, Liber 370, p. 473 (Feb. 27, 1837); Department of 

Taxation, Record of Assessments, 9th Ward, 1835-1896; U.S. Census Records, 1830, 1850, 1930; 

―Investor Takes Broadway Parcel,‖ NYT (April 17, 1941). 

 

58 TO 68 LEROY STREET (SOUTH SIDE) 

Between Seventh Avenue South and Hudson Street  

 

58-60 Leroy Street (aka 20-22 Seventh Avenue South) 

Block 582, Lot 22 

 

Date of Construction: 1958 (NB 142-1958) 

Architect or Builder: Joseph Lau 

Original Owner or Developer: Amalia DiMartino 

Type: Multiple dwelling with ground-story commercial use 

Style: None 

Material: White brick 

Stories: 3 and 1-story wing 

 

History: No. 58-60 Leroy Street was erected in 1958 on the 

irregular lot created when Seventh Avenue was extended south to Varick Street, which was done at an 

angle to the existing street grid and completed between 1914 and 1917. The new wedge-shaped lot was 

occupied by a gas station and auto repair shop from the early 1920s until the 1950s, serving the increased 

automobile traffic through the neighborhood. The modest white-brick building at no. 58-60 Leroy Street 

was built for commercial use on the ground story and residential use above, and by the early 1960s the 

basement and first floor of the building were used as a bar and restaurant. In 1974, the St. James Infirmary 

jazz club opened in the building, taking its name from a blues song popularized in the 1930s by jazz 

artists Louis Armstrong and Cab Calloway. By 1985, this club was replaced by the popular Milk Bar, 

which after a decade was succeeded by two short-lived establishments, Vingt-Deux and Tribal Lounge/ 

Club Soda. Nowbar, opened in the building in 1996 by former 1970s child star Mason Reese, became 

popular among drag queens, transvestites and fetishists. The building currently houses a jazz club known 

as Little Branch. 

 

Description: corner building with three facades and one-story wing on corner facade; white ironspot brick 

laid in American common bond on first story, stretcher bond on second and third stories, with chamfered 

closer bricks at corners; concrete coping; brick chimney at lot line abutting no. 62-64 Leroy Street. Leroy 

Street Facade: one-story wing: concrete water table; door offset to right; concrete coping; three-story 
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New York Public Library, Hudson Park Branch  

66-68 Leroy Street (aka 10-12 Seventh Avenue South) 

Block 582, Lot 18 

 

Dates of Construction: 1904-06 (NB 739-1904); 1934 (ALT 2045-1934) 

Architects or Builders: Carrère & Hastings (1904-06); Raphael Glucroft (1934) 

Original Owner or Developer: New York Public Library, Astor Lenox and Tilden Foundations 

Type: Public Library 

Styles: Colonial Revival (original building); Stripped Classicism (1934 annex)  

Material: Brick, stone 

Stories: 2 

 

 
Leroy Street facade 

 
Seventh Avenue South facade 

 

History: The Colonial Revival style Hudson Park Branch library opened its doors on January 24, 1906, 

the tenth New York Public Library branch to open in Manhattan after industrialist and philanthropist 

Andrew Carnegie donated $5.2 million in 1901 to establish a city-wide branch library system. When it 

opened, the library offered much-needed services like children‘s story hour and classes in citizenship and 

English for adults. The branch was named for its adjacency to Hudson Park; indeed, the park and public 

bath (see Carmine Street Public Baths, 2-8 Seventh Avenue South) were major determinants in selecting a 

library site for Greenwich Village. The builder for the Hudson Park branch was the John T. Brady 

Company, the firm responsible for the Hamilton Fish and High Bridge branch libraries in Manhattan, also 

designed by Carrère & Hastings. The library was designed to occupy the entire lot, and thus as 

constructed its western wall (facing Hudson, later Walker, Park) abutted an existing one-story comfort 

station that was later removed. Also the architects of the New York Public Library building at Fifth 

Avenue and 42nd Street, Carrère & Hastings designed the Hudson Park Branch in a classically-inspired 

manner, using elements of Italian Renaissance architecture but also of Federal-period architecture in New 

York City, like double-keystones, fanlights, and decorative ironwork. The library‘s vertical plan, offset 

entrance, carved stone ornament, and tall arched first-floor windows were characteristic features of the 

urban Carnegie library type. Although the Hudson Park Branch basically conformed to the palazzo type 

described above, it benefited from a long second facade facing Hudson Park that could accommodate 

more of the tall arched windows best suited to library reading rooms.  The extension of Seventh Avenue 

south to Varick Street, which was done at an angle to the existing street grid and completed between 1914 

and 1917, required the demolition of several buildings on the block occupied by the park and library, 

resulting in irregular lots that were not developed until some years later. The original library building 

survived the demolition, and in 1934 was expanded with the construction of an annex on one of the 
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irregular lots adjacent to its rear facade. The new annex contained space for more books and reading 

rooms, and provided a secondary entrance on the busy thoroughfare of Seventh Avenue South. Brooklyn 

architect Raphael Glucroft designed a modest facade that retained the basic composition and features of 

the original Leroy Street facade, but applied a streamlined, planar aesthetic appropriate to the Art Deco 

and Classical Moderne styles that were then popular. At the same time, the stoop on the original library 

building was removed and the main entry lowered. In the mid-1990s some restoration work was done by 

the firm of Rogers Marvel. For many decades since its opening over a hundred years ago (until the 

opening of the Jefferson Market Branch in 1967), the Hudson Park Branch was the only New York Public 

Library branch serving the neighborhood of Greenwich Village. Today it continues to provide much-

needed educational and cultural resources to children and adults alike. A plaque on the building 

commemorates poet Marianne Moore (1887-1972), who worked as an assistant at the library from 1921 to 

1925.96 

 

Description: Leroy Street Facade: three bays; brick laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers; limestone 

trim; granite foundation; first story, arched door enframement with molded keystone; metal anchor 

bracket to right; main entry surmounted by arched tripartite glass transom; two arched window surrounds 

with block sills, fanlights, and molded keystones above stone spandrel panels; molded string course; 

second story, three window openings with square-headed fanlight transoms, flat surrounds and stone 

spandrel panels with decorative iron railings; flag pole anchored to sill of first window; molded string 

course; frieze band inscribed with ―NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY‖; molded and denticulated cornice; 

parapet with projecting stone panels and stone coping. Alterations: louvered vents in foundation below 

first-story windows; stoop removed and main entry lowered in 1934; areaway with basement access stairs 

filled in; double-leaf door of wood and glass at main entry; decorative metal grilles cover door panes and 

part of transom; replacement lanterns flanking main entry; security lights affixed to facade above lanterns; 

metal plaque reading ―NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY/ HUDSON PARK BRANCH‖ to left of main 

entry; exposed electrical conduits and vertical sewer pipe to left of main entry; metal sign box and book-

return slot to right of main entry; flagpole installed on second-story above main entry; flagpole moved 

from sill of center window to lintel of same window; multi-pane double-hung wood window sash 

(replacement); windows covered by metal security mesh; metal plaque commemorating Marianne Moore 

to right of second window on first story. Walker Park (West) Facade: six bays; brick laid in Flemish 

bond with glazed headers; limestone trim; granite foundation; six basement window openings; first story, 

six arched window openings with block sills, stone spandrel panels, fanlights, and molded keystones; 

molded string course; second story, six window openings with square-headed fanlight transoms, flat 

surrounds and stone spandrel panels with decorative iron railings; molded string course; molded and 

denticulated cornice; parapet with projecting stone panels and stone coping. Alterations: basement 

window openings sealed with brick (second window sealed with concrete); second window on first story 

sealed with brick after demolition of abutting one-story comfort station (after 1960); first-story windows 

covered by metal security mesh; ―NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY‖ sign affixed to facade eastern 

corner of second-story facade; multi-pane double-hung wood window sash (replacement). Seventh 

Avenue South Facade: three bays; brick laid in American common bond with limestone trim; granite 

foundation; historic multi-pane wood windows; first story, molded door enframement with denticulated 

entablature at main entry; two square-headed openings with soldier-course lintels; second opening 

contains window with sidelights and transom; second story, banded surround containing square-headed 

window with sidelights and transom above brick sill and spandrel panel; two windows with sidelights and 

transom, brick sills and spandrel panels; double-height banded surrounds frame first and second-story 

openings; flag pole anchored to double-height surround at center of facade; stringcourse; limestone panel 

                                                      
2―About the Hudson Park Library,‖ NYPL website. http://www.nypl.org/locations/tid/34/about (retrieved May 24, 

2010). 

 




