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GREENWICH TILLAGE 
§[~ HISTORIC DISTRICT 

MANHATTAN 

Numbered Areas relate to the 
text of the Commission's Desig­
na t ion Report . 

For convenience in writing th is Report, 
and solely for th i s purpose, the Greenwich 
Village Historic District has been 
arb i t ra r i ly divided into nine contiguous 
areas. This division into areas has no 
significance his tor ical ly, architecturally 
or otherwise, and has been introduced only 
for convenience in organizing the material 
for th is Report. 
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GV-llD AREA 6 

BARROW STREET (Between Seventh Avenue South f, Bedford Street) 

The warm quality of brick creates an atmosphere for this street. 
A progression in heights and in ornamentation may be noted. Severely 
simple one-story buildings, at the Seventh Avenue South corners, precede 
a diverse array of two and one-half and three-story town houses fol-' 
lowed, at the Bedford Street end, by buildings of four to six stories, 
some with turn of the century ornamentation. 

Interest centers on tue rows of low houses because of their livable 
character and the sober quality of their design. Those in the Federal 
style feature two with pedimented dormers on the south side, while the 
early Italianate houses on the north side include some pedimented door­
ways. A polygonal bay window inserted into a pedimented doorway at the 
time of conversion to a basement entrance is an interesting solution 
to the problem of retaining the main stylistic feature of a house. 
Normally a doorway is too large in scale to enframe the standard size 
window of a house. 

The corner buildings on this street lack any kind of ornamentation 
or relief to lend grace to their severe parapets which are so out of 
harmony with the quality of the neighboring houses. Their design could 
have been improved by noting two attractive treatments to be seen on the 
north side of the street, either the dentiled brick cornice on a two-
story building or the projecting band course above fourth floor windows 
of a double house. Likewise, on the north side of the street, one of a 
pair of Neo-Grec apartment houses lias had its ornamental cornice most 
unsuitably replaced by a pseudo-Spanish tile overhang. Such unsympa­
thetic designs would have been improved by the architectural controls 
of a regulatory body. 

This section of Barrow Street is one of the attractive streets in 
Greenwich Village. It is lined on both sides by houses ranging in 
style from the late Federal through the Italianate to Eclectic. For­
merly called Reason Street, it received its present name in 1828, 
following the construction of the early houses on the street. The 
eastern half of the block, bounded by Barrow, Bleecker, and Commerce 
Streets, had been purchased in 1825 by Charles Oakley, a well-to-do 
attorney and real estate developer who owned a great deal of property 
in the area. 

BARROW STREET South Side (Betw. Seventh Ave. So. fi Bedford St.) 

#35-37 " This one-story cafe, built on a triangular lot fronting on Seventh 
Avenue South (Nos. 74-76), was erected in 1921 by Stephen G. Veolin for 
Albert M. Gilday and Emelia Ludwig. It replaced a six-story building 
on the site, demolished when Seventh Avenue South was cut through in 
1919, following the construction of the Seventh Avenue subway line in 
1914. 

#39-51 These seven attractive, through modest, houses of the late Federal 
period were all built within two years of one another: the three dwell­
ings on the right, Nos. 47, 49, and 51 in 1826; the four to the left, 
Nos. 39, 41, 43, and 45 in 1828. With the exception of No. 51, they 
were built as speculative houses for Charles Oakley, who was taxed for 
Nos. 45, 47, and 49; they found tenants immediately. Among the first 
tenants were Jacob Bogcrt, carpenter at No. 39; Jacob Nauglc, mason, 
at No. 47; and Jacob A. Roome, carpenter, at No. 51, all of whom may 
have played a part in the construction of these houses, together with 
Abraham Bogert (also Bogart), stonecutter, who developed adjoining 
properties. 

The original appearance of all these houses must have been similar 
to Nos. 41 and 51. Both are two and one-half storied wood buildings 
with brick fronts in Flemish bond, steeply pitched roofs and dormer 
windows. No. 51 retains its original single dormer, replaced at No. 41 
by a double casement window surmounted by a low pediment. Stone lin­
tels provide a contrast to the brick facades, as do the cornices, of 
wood at No. 51, and sheetraetal at No. 41. The stoops and areaways have 
attractive iron railings: those at No. 41 are cast iron, dating from 
a later period, while the very simple ones at No. 51 are the wrought 
iron originals. 

Third floors with bracketed cornices were added in the Eighteen-
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GV-'HD AREA 6 

jBARRQW ̂ STREET 'South'Side ,'(Betw. Seventh fAve. So.. •§ /Bedford St.) 

#39-5.1 ^seventies :to ;Nost. 59, #5, 45, ,47 and -49, -as <may tbe seen sin .'the .change in 
cont. the ;b(r.ickwor;k., ;fr-om IFl-emi-sh *to (running tbond. <M:1 these fbuiildings.., -with 

.the exception of :No. 59, which fhad *i
+.s rentrance <a't 'No. rl.2 -Seventh 'Avenue 

• South ithrpugh a smaM .-courtyard ̂ access, '-have retained stheir -stoops and, 
in .some .cases, itheir joriginal doorways. The doorways atJNos. '45 and 47 
are particularly .attractiye, *hayAng <as frames a .pair of 'Doric columns. 
The sttqne lintels, jfflush ;wa*t;h ftfhe tbrickwork, and the tslightily sprotject-
ing .windowsilis, supply .a welcome contrast to stitoe 'brick ffacades.. Small 
sheetme.tal cqrnices, a later addition, appear <aboye t-he windows of ;Nos. 
45 and 47. The tmpdaflflioned ;roo,

:f '.cornice of No. 39, rand t;he -console 
brackets for »Nps. .43, 47 and 49t, as well as »the cornice wiith .paired 
brackets at .No. .45, date from .a later period, when the third story was . 
added. They are interesting to compare with the .triginal ;simply molded 
cornice with fascia sboard still to :be seen at No. '51. 

The iron failings at the areaways and stoops of these friouses also 
deserye special .mention. The intricate Italianate design ro'f the railing 
at No. 43 is (particularly fhandsqme and dates from the mid-Nineteenth 
Century. It [should -be noted, 'however, that the simple .wrought iron 
railings, as iat Nqs,. 49 and '51, are .most likely itihe .originals.. Those 
at ;Nos. 45 and 47 fhaye been .modified at stoop level by jfche addition of 
Greek Revival castings similar to those around the cor.ner, at (Nos. 13 
and 15 .Commerce .Street, also owned jby Charles Oakley. 

;Mark Van IDoren, the poet and writer, lived at >No. 43 Barrow Street 
in the mid-Nineteen-tw.enties. 

#53-57 'Iihis six-story yellow brick apartment house with stone.trim {also 
iNos. 19-.23 Commer.ce Street) was built in 1908-09 for the Woase Lippman 
Construction Co. It ;was designed by Somerfield $ Steepler, architects. 
It |has ,a rusticated stone base with central entranceway protected by a 
bracketed cornice stone. To provide interest, the design features a 
vertical tier ,of pedimented windows at each end of the building. The 
top floor is ,pf rusticated brickwork, crowned by a classical cornice. 

#59-61 This strictly utilitarian five-story loft building of brick dis­
plays, as its .only detail, stone window lintels and sills. Designed 
by Julius J. Dieman for Macdougald Haman, it was erected in 1908-09, 
and extends Jthrpugh to Commerce Street (No. 25). The top floor is 
surmounted by a brick parapet with coping. Between the first and 
second floor windows a brick panel fills the space and extends the 
entire width .of the building. 

#63 This small brick residence of 1845, originally Greek Revival in 
style, was .one qf two houses and was built for Catherine Cruger, on 
the rear of the corner property. It is three stories high over a base­
ment. The parlpr floor windows are'floor-length, of the same height 
as the entrance dpor. The windows of the upper stories have double-
hung muntined sash and all the windows, as well as the doorway, have 
plain lintels. A sheetmetal roof cornice surmounts the building and 
replaces the original cornice. The wrought ironwork at the stoop and 
are/away is very simple. 

#65 This five-story brick apartment house of 1921 (described under No. 
78 Barrow Street) faces also on Commerce Street (No. 27). 

BARROW STREET North Side (Betw. Bedford St. § Seventh Ave. So.) 

#58 There is a low, arched entry with an iron gate between the four-
"Pamela story building at the corner (described under No-. 82 Bedford Street) 
Court") and No. 56 Barrow Street. It opens into a small but picturesque court­

yard, known as "Pamela Court" ever since the Nineteen-twentiesl This 
court provides access to the charming little brick building known today 
as No,. 58 Barrow Street, but as No. 82^ Bedford Street when it was 
originally built for Albert R. Romairie, carter, in 1827. Pamela Court 
also provides access to several buildings which front on Bedford Street, 
Nos. 82 through 86 (No. 86 is Chumley's Restaurant, resort of the 
literati). 

#56 This low two-story brick building of 1889 for John F. Asmussen was 
designed by the architectural firm of Jordan § Giller, and built as a 
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GV-HD AREA 6 

BARROW STREET North Side (Betw. Bedford St. 5 Seventh Ave. So.) 

• •• •• .,.1 

#56 livery stable and carriage house, with living quarters above. The only 
cont. decoration is a fine dentiled brick cornice and the stone window trim. 

The central carriage entrance is now a door flanked by windows. 

#52 § 54 This pair of five-story brick apartment buildings, replacing frame 
dwellings, was designed by Bruno W. Berger, architect, for Alphonse 
Hogemaner. They were erected in 1891. In style they are Neo-Grec, and 
display a wealth of ornamental detail. With the exception of the base­
ment and first story and the cornice, altered in 1928 at No. 54, the 
buildings are identical. At No. 52, which retains its stoop, the first 
story is notable for its brownstone decorative detail: the rusticated 
band courses and the flat-arched windows, whose keystones are signalized 
by small sculptured heads. At No. 54, the segmental-arched windows and 
entrance doorway are flanked by spiral columns with Romanesque type 
capitals. The three upper stories of both buildings are divided verti­
cally by brick pilasters seated on corbels and terminated above by 
elaborate cornice brackets, and below by an ornamental belt course at 
third story level. No. 52 has an elaborate bracketed roof cornice, 
while No. 54 is crowned by a horizontal brick band course under a tile 
overhang. The ironwork of the stoop and areaway of No. 52 is the 
original. Both buildings have external fire escapes ending above the 
entrance doors. 

#50 Built originally as a private house for Martin Winant in 1847, this 
vernacular brick building, three stories high, was converted early in 
this century to a multiple dwelling. The asymmetrical fenestration of 
the first floor is the result of the elimination of the stoop. The pres­
ent main doorway is at ground level, while a second and smaller en­
trance, leading to another house (No. 50^) at the rear of the lot, is 
located at the extreme left. 

#38-48 This dignified row of six brick houses, originally Italianate in 
style, was erected in 1851 by Smith Woodruff, mason, a member of a well-
known family of builders. 

The original appearance of this row of three-story Italianate town 
houses, now greatly altered, is perhaps best seen at No. 48, the house 
occupied for a short time by the builder, Smith Woodruff. Although it 
now houses a restaurant, the house retains much of its charm and many 
features of the original building. A high stoop leads to a very hand­
some doorway with molded frame, surmounted by a wide low pediment, a 
survival from the Greek Revival period. This type of entrance door­
way, over a rusticated basement, was, in all likelihood, a feature of 
the other houses. The inner wood doorframe is paneled and has a rope 
molding framing the doors and the transom; the double doors have arched 
panels. The parlor floor windows, with transoms in the upper section 
and casement windows above the spandrel panels, may once have been floor-
length. The stone lintels of the windows have diminutive cornices. The 
top floor has muntined double-hung sash. The house has a prominent roof 
cornice with a series of horizontal brackets, similar to those of Nos. 
38, 40 and 42. 

Nos. 44 and 46, housing the Greenwich Music School, have been al­
tered very extensively. A single principal basement entrance for the two 
buildings, at No. 46, has replaced the two original stoops, and the 
cornice has been eliminated. Wrought iron railings, with a clef musical 
symbol, appear at their second floor level. The remaining three houses 
of the row, Nos. 38, 40 and 42, all have roof cornices identical to No. 
48. 

No. 40 retains far more of its original appearance than do its 
neighbors: it displays the kind of floor-length parlor windows so 
typical of the Italianate style. No. 40 and No. 38 still have bits of 
original cast ironwork, to be seen in the attractive window railings at 
parlor floor level. A small polygonal bay window has been added, at a 
later date, to the facade of No. 38,• within the frame of the original 
pedimented doorway. 

This row of houses serves as a reminder of the sober design and 
good workmanship of many of the forgotten builders of the mid-Nineteenth 
Century. These new dwellings of 1851 replaced a row of shops, factories, 
and stables formerly owned by Timothy Whittemore, President of the 
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BARROW,.,sfREET, North Side (Btfw. Bedfb'fd S t : § Seventh Ave.- So.) 

1/38-48' Greenwich' insurance Company? wft^si fami i f owned a gr'fe'at deai of p rope r ty 
con t . in the V i l l a g e . As'sb'eiatSd with Me mason Smith Woodruff in the con­

s t r u c t i o n of t h i s row was the ca rpen te r Be'njamih Demarest, whose family 
a l s o K'dd been long active* in the development of t h e V i l l a g e . The e r e c ­
t i o n of the§e houses was made p o s s i b l e by mortgages from Whittemofe to 
the b u i l d e r s . The row tints p rov ides an i n t e r e s t i n g capsu le h i s t o r y of 
b u i l d i n g operati 'oiis ox over a hundred- y§afs ago, when ah e n t e r p r i s i n g 
b u i l d e r M s able to 'develop^property wi thout c a p i t a l inves tment ; George 
Merklee; of Merkiee § N i c i i o l s ; i ron founders j l i ved a t N6: 46 from 1852 
on; and a l so Was taxed in 1852 for f i ve hous&s (N'os: 36-46) ; However -, 
i t i s iqiiit'e c l e a r t h a t a l i these houses Had a l r eady Been B u i l t , and in N 

some cases so ld ; rjefdris he en te red th'e p ic ture 1 . & 

#34 £, 36 These two frame dwel l ings with b r i ck f r o n t s of Flemish bond were 
b u i l t in 1828 by two ca rpen t e r s $ James Hi Stephens (No. 34) ahd David /y 

P. Py'e (N'o. 3 6 ) , on land tliey Had purchased the year before from Charles 
Oakiey. Late Fecle'ral in des ign ; they a r e the e a r l i e s t b u i l d i n g s 'on the 
b lock . 

The houses a re i d e n t i c a l in des ign . O f i g i h a i i y two and one-ha l f 
s t o r i e s h igh ; Willi 'dqrm'ers, th'e ro'dfs were rais 'ed ifi t he Eighte'en-
seventi 'es t o aecbmrnbaatb a t h i r d f l o o r ; The top s t o r i e s were then f i n ­
ished off with Bbl'diy projec t ing- , b racke ted 'cornices t e rmina ted a t the 
ends yiith, v e r t i c a l B racke t s . The f a s c i a Boards a re decora ted with 
pane l s ; . a l t e r n a t i n g with ' c i r c u l a r motifs-. I n t e r e s t i s given to these 
simple houses by th'e ' con t ras t in t e x t u r e of s tone and b r i c k . P l a in s tone 
s i l l s and l in te l s* , t he l a t t e r surmounted By c o r n i c e s , p r o j e c t s l i g h t l y 
from the Brick wall and supply h 'or izbnta l Accen t s . The en t rance t o No. 
34 h a s . i t s o r i g i n a l 'ei'gh't-p'ah'ere'd 'door with r e c t a n g u l a r t ransom, s u r -
roiinde'd by a handsome ej£g and d a r t molding-. The ironwork-, s t r i k i n g l y 
s i l h o u e t t e d aga ins i tft'es'e li:ght-'c'oidr'e'd house's; i s p a r t i c u l a r l y f i ne and 
i s Greek Revival in 'design'. The 'hahdra i l ings a t t he s toops fhave .'grace­
f u l l y curve'd wrought i ron 's'croil'wofk in t h e i r upper s e c t i o n •arid anthem-
ion designs li'ci'ojw', in 'cavst i r o n . 'Ca's't i ron h'ewel's-j s e t oh 'stone 'bases; 
were ah ift tercstirvg f e a t u r e u n t i l they were .-recently removed-. Simple 
r a i l i n g s frame the 'ar'eaw'ays1; th'ey have fini-ars-, whi'bh may r e p r e s e n t 
a 'ddit ibhs '6'f a l a t e r ! per ibd. 

#30-32 This i s t h e s ide 'entrance t'6 t h e "small 'brie-stbry r e s t a u r a n t which 
f ron t s 'on Bleecke'r S t r e e t '(N6i. -296) ;ahd Seventh Avenue South-. 

:BARR6W;ST'REET 'fBet'weeh Bedford % 'Hudson •St ree ts ) 

This -stre'et ?has two blocks "Qh i t ' s south s ide and 'bivl'y one '-w'ith a 
'Berid on ' i t s 'north "side-. 

The "emphasis ''bf the s t r e e t i s on apa'ttmeh't laving., •in W i l & i h g s 
f i v e arid s i x 'stor'r'es i'h lie-iglvt. The 'use -of 'b r ick i s -a 'uh'-ifya'hg *f«ac'tb'r 
fb'r 'Bui ldings ^ f va'rylh'g -s'tyres 'and "sharply ^'fcbht^as-t'ihg ^w'i'clt'hs ^ah'd Win­
dow -aVrarigemehts. 

•'Ah 'unusual •apartment 'liou'sb, a t *mi&-blbcvk :oh ' the ^north -side-, • r e f l ec t s 
i t 's br'i'fg'i'h as a ^ i rehbi i sc rih I t s 'handsome •arrangement vof --arches . I n 
maVked c b h t r a s t , 'acros's 'tile " s t r e e t , ' is >a d i g n i f i e d ;thre'e-s°t'b"ry lowhihbuse 
"with ^mah'saVd 'rbb*f*, 'one -b'f a ipali: 'oh 'Bedford -'Street >wi^h igardeh 'between.. 

This "s t ree t ' is iprTmari'ly ' i n t e r e s t i n g 'for "i ts H/alried "deve-lbpm'erit ••c-'f 
p i b t assemblages . Oh ' the !hbr-th Vide 'rounding Hhe <'Bedf brcl ' S t r e e t '•cbrner-, 
a l a t e Nineteenth '-Century ;c'xa"mpll:e '-combines -unity xbf ^dbs'i'gh *fb'r '"seven 
bu i ld ings 'With :"in'e ' d e s i r ed ipri^vacy 'of ^individual ''entrance's-. rBy '''contrast'., 
'for Twentieth 'Century - l iving, a 'pa'fr ^bf -ap'artmeh't -'houses -'at ' the ^Hudson 
St r e e l end siirrouhcls Ja 'lar'ge ^g'a-r'cieh ^coiirt. 

: BARROW ."STREET South Side '"(Betw. ^eHfoVd-5'Gbmmerce %t's.') 

(#67-69) flib la r 'ge slix-"st'bry -'cbrher 'buiTdih'g, •-bre'ct'e'd -in fl9'5*2 t(ciescribe'd :under 
No. ' 81 ' Bedf brd S t r e e t ) , 'a lso faces'Gbmmerce "S t r ee t . 

//71-73 'Hilrs •'six-story ap'artment house of 1897, which extends "thrbugh :the 
block 'to No. '37'Commerce "Street, :• provides ::a 'great contrast -in ;'s'c:aie and 
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BARROW STREET South Side (Bctw. Bedford 5 Commerce Sts.) 

#71-73 in style to the small house at the corner, No. 41 Commerce Street, 
cont. Designed by the architect George V. Pelham for Louisa C. Friedline, this 

building first served as a combination hotel and boarding house before 
its conversion into apartments. The richly carved Renaissance ornament 
of the entrance floor is spaced with elegant dignity, and is echoed in 
the ornate ironwork of the balcony over the entrance which serves as 
the end of the fire escape. 

BARROW STREET (Between Commerce f, Hudson Streets") 

The south side of the street presents an interesting contrast of 
styles facing the large apartment building of the Nineteen-twenties 
on the north side of the street. A small Italianate house of the 
Eighteen-fifties appears at No. 81; No. 77 is a fine example of the 
Eclectic manner of the late Nineteenth Century, while the early 
Twentieth Century is represented by Nos. 75 and 79. The apartment 
building on the corner of Hudson Street (Nos. 83-89) is a typical ex­
ample of the work of the Nineteen-twenties. 

BARROW STREET South Side (Betw. Commerce $ Hudson Sts.) 

#75 This apartment building, presenting its narrow front to the Barrow 
Street side, was designed in 1912 by the architect William H. Paine 
for the St. John's Realty Company. The ground floor boasts a series of 
fine segmental brick arches with stone keystones, wide enough to accom­
modate shops if desired. Triple windows on the upper floors are set 
between plain brick piers. The tops of the piers project forward 
slightly on stone brackets and are paneled, while the top floor spandrel 
panels have simple designs executed in brick. 

#77 Designed by the architect Henry Davidson for William Gillies and 
Francis Smith, this five-story brick apartment house of 1894-95 is a 
good example of the Eclectic style of the latter part of the Nineteenth 
Century. It borrows elements from the Romanesque style in the squat 
columns supporting the canopy over the entrance doorway and in its 
decorative brickwork. The roof cornice, on the other hand, turns to 
the classical tradition, with its pedimented central gable and frieze 
with triglyphs, swags, and rosettes. 

#79 The architect, George F. Pelham, has made maximum use of this 
narrow frontage by devoting most of the wall to windows in this six-
story brick building erected for W. W. Conley in 1906. The recessed 
ground floor, with planter boxes set on a low brick wall, suggests a 
Twentieth Century remodeling. The second floor windows are paired at 
each side, with three on center between the columns. This window 
pattern, with single windows at the sides, carries on up with the win­
dows separated by wide, horizontal band courses. A simple brick para­
pet at the top terminates the front wall. 

#81 This small three-story brick Italianate house, over a rusticated 
basement, was erected in 1852-53 by James Vandenbergh, a well-estab­
lished builder who had been active in The Village for several decades 
and had been the master mason in charge of construction at Trinity 
Church. This house is the lone survivor of a row of three built on 
Trinity Church land. Vandenbergh's own residence was on the site of 
the apartment building, No. 79. Although the long parlor floor windows 
of No. 81 have been raised to sill height, the house still retains its 
typical bracketed and paneled roof cornice and Italianate ironwork at 
the stoop. The cornices above the parlor floor windows lend a note of 
elegance to this otherwise quite modest house, which is the only re­
minder of an earlier age on the block. 

#83-89 This six-story apartment house, fronting on Hudson Street (Nos. 
454-462), was erected in 1925 for the 65 Morton Street Corporation. 
It was designed by the architect Charles B. Meyers as a twin to Nos. 
438-450 Hudson Street. Both these structures replaced row houses of 
the Eighteen-thirties, built on property originally owned by Trinity 
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