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35-34 Bell Boulevard Queens.
Built 1905-06; architect unknown.

Landmark Site: Borougof Queens Tax Map Block 6169, Lot 21

On May 17, 2004, thedndmarks Preservation Commission held a public hearing ondpegat
designatiorof 35-34 Bell Boulevard{¢m No. 2). The hearing had been dadyertisedn accor@nce wih
provigons of law. Two people spoke in support of designation, including Cdyncil member Tony
Avella anda representative of the Historic Districts Council. The publicihgavas continuedn May
25,2004 (Item No.1). At this time, two people spoke in support of designation: the owner, and Stanley
Cogan, BroughHistorian of Quees.

Summary
35-34 Bell Boulevard is arare example of a haise hiilt from mbblestnes in New York CityLocaed on a

commerciéstreet h Bayside Queens, congtction ofthe 2% stor stucture began indte 1905 and wasompeted in
1906.Thearchiect, who hagetto be dentified, adoptd varous featiresassogated with boththe (olonial Revival style
andthe Arts andCrafts moveanent. Composedn a synmetrcal mannerthe font and ear facdes are diided bythree
archedaysgeach crownedith a pedinented windowThe walls onsistof tan orgray soneshat areeithercut, fiaped,
nor sized.The use osuch rugged materialset in concretesione of the building’s most disguishing characteriists.
Residental subdvisions began to slowly replacedrms in this area durj the 1870sThese ctanges wereclosdy tied to
transitimprovanents andn 1904the Ricketr-Finlay RealtyCompany acquéd thdastone hundred aes of he Abraham
Bell farm. Sone walls were frequently uised tomark property boundariesindit is posdile thatcobblesbnes were chose
toevoke Baysle's fleeting agriculuralpast.To honor thedrmer ownersthe deelopmentwasnamed Rellcourt and irs
of cobblestne pilars were eectedalongwhat isnow Bell Bouleward. Onlythe pai on the wetsside of thentersecton
at 36" Avenue sirvives and tre noth pillar is located wihin the landmark site The house, anong the ealiest built in
Bellcourt, wasownred by Elizabeth A. Adams, of Yorkers, New Yak, from 1905 to 1922. In subsequent yedrsyas
leasedor commercal use andonvered to apamentsin theearly1930s.The buding iswell mantained ad asiderfom
altemtionsto thefront poch onthe groundlbor, thisunusual houseetans manyof its original feaures, nost ndably
the cobllestone wils, arched elevatiosy recessedgrches, ad a red tiled roof.



DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS
Bayside,Queens

Priorto European settlement, northeast®ueens &s intabited by he Matinecockrdians.Under Dutch
governotWilliam Kiet, the land was pehased in 1639 he town of lushingwasestahkhed n 1645, extendig
from Flushing Creeka Little Neck Bay Of the oiginal eightea settlerstwo Engli$ brothes, John and Wilam
Lawrenceacquiredhe tiacts hat would sbsequenyl be known as Bayde.John Lawrence wasvice mayor of
New York, in 1673 ad 169L. Thirteen geaneratims of the Lawrence family would live in Bayside aml forty
membersare bured in theLawrence Grasyard,a designatd New York City landmark, aR16" Streetand42™
Avenue.Once a favore sie for Lawrence fanty picnics,the graeyards first bural occured n 1832and the
most reent wasn 1939*

Until the last decadesf the nheteerth century Baysde was prirarily fammland.Thepropery on which he
housestands wascquiredoy Abraham Belin 1824. A shpping and comnsisionmerchant operatng in lower
Manhattanhis firm, Abraham Bell and Gmpany was involved in the cottan trade andin trangorting immigrants
from Ireland during the potatfamine of the 1840%5His s, Abraham Bell 2", became headlf the frm around
1835and the companghanged & nane to Abraham Bell and Son in 1844. The Belhad homesn seeral
locations:Bayside, Yonkers (vhereBell Brothers operated a money-lending businassl)in Narraganst Pier,
Rhoce Island.

The Bell propety covered apmximatel 246acres andxended fom near theite of thecurrentBayside
staton of the Lang Islard Railroad at41%' Avenue toCrocheron Avenue (35Avenue)and from little Neck Bay
to 204" Stred. An unpavedlane, known as Bell Avenue (now Bell Bowvard)biseced the fam.The eassecton,
closerto Little Neck Bay, was tiad the lower &rm, andtie west se@n, the uppefarm.Near thecenterof the
propetty, along Bell Avenue, the Bells huilt a house in1842. It is likely that t was occupd by ThomasC. Bell
and Eliza Jackson) Be)lwho marréd in 1840. The hoeswas demosihed in 1971.

Bayside’sgrowth was closdy tied to trarsportdion. Initially, acces wasfrom Little Neck Bay, by boa, or via
aroad caked the*Alley” thatran alonghe shoe? When a grmarent bidge was bult connecting Flushing to
points west in 1824, Northern Boulevard becarre the nost direct route to Bayside ad by 1840there was daly
coachservtethroughhe areaMore imporantly, rairoad sevicebegan in 1866l heBell family donatedhe land
for thestaton and by the 180s there was daily service to Baysigeia ferryto Long Isand City, from East34"
Street in Mahattan.

Queenshecamepartof New Yak City in 1898. In the desde that folloved, several Est River links wee
createdthe Queensboro Bige, compleed in 1909as wellas a paiof tunnels:one for he Longlsland Railrod
(1910),and the otbr, for the IRT sbway (195).* Such improements encoaged the dealopmenbf areadike
Flushihg and Baydie. Inthe mid1920s, thdracksthat mn throughtie communit were &t below gade and a
newstationhouse was built. At thistime,an extensin of the ecenty compkted Fushingsubwayine to Bagide
was proposed butever exeated.

RickertFinlay Realy Company

Foundedby Edward J. Ridkert (1862-1935) and Chales E Finlay (1862-1940), the Rickert-Finlay Redty
Company plagdan imporant rok in thedevelopmenof norheastem Queens. Rickertvho wasactive in loal
real esta¢ for appoximatel forty years, $ documentedsaa morgage broker eary as 1898He formed a
partrershipwith Finlay’ around 1904, andyearlater, Rickerts olderbrother CharlesH. Rickert(1856-1939)
joinedthe frm. After 1927, Cha#ds H. Rickertvas assoaited wih the RickerHolding CompanywndtheRickert
Redty Company.® Edward J. Riclertdividedhistime béween hanesin Manhatanand Cmnedicut, Chales E.
Finlay lived in theKensingbn sectbn of GrealNeck, andCharles H Rickert lived in Flushig — locationsvhere
their firm had significant investents.

Guidedby thelocatbn of rairoad sations during the fist de@ade of thawentieth centiry RidkertFinlay
purchased group oférmer esites abng the rowt of what$ now cakkdthe Port Waskmigton branch othe Long
Island Railrod. TheNew York Times repored in 1906:

With the compétion ofthe eéctricalequipmenbf the Long $land Ratload (he first of he roads aund
New York to be thugquipped) ad the conneatn to he tunnelvith Manhatan, Long Island will have
The Best Transit Facilities of Any Region Tributary to New York.”



Prgjects of the RekertFinlay Realy Companyincluded Norwood in Long Island Qty, Broadway-Flushingin
Flushihg, Douglas Maror in Douglastn, Westmorelnd in Litle Neck, and Kensgton in GrealNeck, parif
Nassau Countyin 1908, Edwad J. Rickertwrote:

Theseimprovenents,with the othersnow in progres, pomise geat reief, nat only to thehigh-rent
payersof the eEnementshut al®, andperhaps cleifly, to he middleclassthat ives n flats andapartment
housesForthese agburban home thas a real homeds nowbecomepractically conveniery and before
the yearis out will seem tomany a actwal neessity for their hedth and comfort.?

Bellcourt

Residertial subdivisions began to replace farmsBayside during the 1870s. In December 1904 the last
sectbn of the Bel farm was sold -ninety five acrs to theBellcourt Land Company, a dvision of the Rickert-
Finlay Redty Company. $Ild by Abrahan Bdl 3" and Melisa Chambers Beglit consis¢d of theupper fam,
including all landwest d Bell Avenue. Abraham hal been activein community affairs ard was said tohavebeen
involvedin the“creaing, caing forand ramingof strees,” as well as fa estallishing the loal wate system. Hs
son, Brinbn Bell (d.1969), wasired byRickertFinlay b supernse the Bagide progct, aswvell asto work on
Douglas Manor and Kemnsjton?

Bellcourtwas thecompanys first devéopmentin Queens. Located on high ground andenient to mass
transt, the New York Times descrbed the suounding aea in 1903:

... he vistor waksalong BellAvenue, a broasitreth bordered btalland symmetcal maplespffering
protecton fromthe hotaysof the sin.In sight of hie road arstatlyold homestads, hdlhidden byoaks
andelms andeerythingis so efreshingly rural hat itis only by an effot of the imaghnation hat one can
realize thabnly eleven miés away are skyscrapers anaffst tenements?

To enhamre the rual setting, addtional trees wae plarted amd the sdewalks were paed with grawel.
Advertiserrentsin theNew York Times descibedall fifteenhundrel lots as king“within THREE MINUTES’
WALK of the stdion.” Sales wee briskand by March 1906 nég all hal been sold*

Prior to theintroduction ofthe 1916 zomg code, practive covenars were fequentlyused to gue
developmentin New Yark City. Since Rickertinlaydid not construct the indidual houses, resttions were
usedto limit density andto shape th@eighborhood appearancét Bellcout, an ndenture wasigned wih a
minium of ninestipulations, contolling the ost, $ze, andcharacte of individud housesWhile the ded did not
dictak a spedic architedural style, flat rods andfences closeto propery lines were probited - encouaging
picturesque buding profies andhe impresion of a open ruralandscapé?

Along the wesside ofBell Avenuethe devedpment’'seastem boundarypars of rustic stone pillars were
erectedoy Ricket-Finlay at theintersecton of Crocheron35"), Lamartne (36"), Warburon (38th) Ashburton
(39" and Griffen (41%) Avenues Approximately seven feedll, thesdarge sgnposts hal granite bases andbet
pands to idenify the steets Only he pair fanking 38" Avenue surwies andtie north giar is located onhe
southeastorner ofthe lamdmark sie*®

Design

On September 28, 1905, Elizabeth A. d&ds, of YonkersNew York, paid one dadr to he Bellcout Land
Company for asixty by one hundred fogbarcelat thenortheascornerof Bell Avenue and_amarine Avenue.
It is notknown how this nonmal amounivasreacted, bu it is prokable that shewas persorally asseiatedwith
oneof the pairies conned to theransation!* A month lagr, durng November 1905, Adams annoudgdans
to construta “sbne cottge to be uskas a pnvate esidencé.According b theReal Estate Guide and Record,
theestimatel cog was $.0,000. No archtect or huilder was irdicated. Completed in mid-1906 the house wasne
of the first resicences corstructed in the Bellcourt develgpmert.*®

Essentially, the style ¢ 35-34 Bell Boulevard is Ehglish Geargian, situatirg it within the broademovement
knownas the Calnial Revval syle. Inspred bythe Centenmil Expositon of 1876 in Phadelphiaas wellas he
pioneerngwork of New York Cityarchiects McKim,Mead & White, itwas parbf a broader revival dhterest
in classi@al forms. While the BeauxArts stylewould dominag the pulit ream, in sich monumentabuildings
asthe New York Public Library (1898-1911) and Grand Central Terminal (1903-13), arch#eetalizing in
domestic commissons frequently looked to the eghteerth century for inspiration, particdarly strucures huilt



duringthe last @cades of Ehglish rule orimmedately following the Ameran Revolubn. Importantearlylocal
examplesof the Qolonial Revival styleinclude:the HenryAugustusCoit Taybr houses1892-96, demdshed)
on East 71 Streetthe Harard Club of NewYork (1893-94)on West 4% Street,the imes JGoodwin houses
(1896-98)on West 5% Streetand theHenry B. Hollns house (1899901) on West 56Street- alldesigned by
McKim, Mead & White'® The stye enjoyed greapopularty anongthe wealty and n the decadethat bllowed
manyarchitects, induding Delano & Aldrich and Ernest Flagg absabed similar influences. In & era d rapid
modernizabn and patotism, a kind of national style was crated, me ingired by structues bult primaily on
American soil.

As with many suburan resilences builat tie beginning of the twentieth centymye Bell Boulevard house
is composed in aymmetical manner. Thedot print is a recangle andhe frontand reardcades ardivided by
threearchal bays,eachcrowned by a pedmenteddormer.Behind the doulel heightarches a deep, reessed
porcheghat un the ful width of the &cade.It loosely reembles the main facade othe Post Headquimrs n the
nearbyFort Taten Historic District.'” Construcéd by he Office oftheQuarter Masir Generain 1905, his neo-
Georgianstyle brick building orignally had similar porchs at each level. e firststory poch, asin the Bell
Boulevard house, was also enclosed by arches on three sides.

Whatsets theéBell Boulevard touseapart flom most Cdonial Revival-stylebuildings, howevelis he absence
of ornamentaton. Otherthanthe damers ad sinple white balustradeshére is hardly anglecoration at alMost
of the vsual hteres, insteadjs provded bya singé materal — cobbkstoneNaturaly round,these ockswere
neithercut, ©rapednor siz2d. Imbelded in cementheyare maily tan or greyin colorandprojectslightly from
the walls. WWhere usedo form the archs, the coblestones are tightly paekl and tle mortar is less visible.

The house has hand-mde quality, sugggting the influene of the Ats and Créts movemehn It is a rae
exanplein New York City, @ad one othe ealiest to beconstruted here The movement gginated during econd
half of the ninéeenth entury when Englik reformes begand queston the impat of the industial revolution.
The critics bhn Ruskin and William M orris were paticularly influental, encouragingartists, archiects and
designergo rehink the crative pioces. Crdtsmarshipwas highly valued and designers were encouraged to use
local materials and tak inspiration fromvernacular sorces. Gustav Sickley, publsher of he Craftsman
Magazine, helped proma simlar ideals and alues ¢ the Amerian middleclass.He moved the magae’s
officesto Manhatan in 1905, dasing spee on the ame block oMWest 34 Stred as the RckertFinlay Realty
Company. Though often pdrayedas a critt of earlier stles,he was kownto admire @orgian-style architecture
and occasionally publised examples in the magazine. He claimed that it “possesvey featire of
appropiateness” angraised the “simple beauties bthe colonial.*®

TheCraftsman began toegularl publish singé-famly hous designgnd plansi 1903. The eadst by he
New York archiect E. G. W. Dieich (1857-1924)is notable forcombining a gamioel roof, afeatue assodited
with Georgian ardaitectureg with a fieldstone faade. Subsequeri€Craftanan” housespften caegorzed as
bungalowswould disphay a sinilarapproach, ling unstapedstones andbouders tobuild columns and fireplaces,
aswell asto clad foundatons. Sttkley published an aitle onthe “effective usé of such maerials inlate 1908.
He observed:

... here isno denymg that whenhebig rough tones and cobbk are usd with aiste and dicrimination,
theynot only give great intest to the construon, but serve to amect the hilding veryclosey to the
surroundng landscap®’

Someexamplessuchas the wdt of the achitects Green& Greene Stickley credied to the inflence of Japanese
architecturen Calffornia, but t isalso posible thatthe arditectof the Bel Boulevad house was iqsred bythe
locallandscapeDuring the &te eghteenth ad nineteenth @ntuiies, theclearing of the forests exmpsedthe eath
to lower emperatugs causig an incrased number cftonesd riseto the sirface?’ To till the il, the colecting
of such matedals became an annuahore forfarmes and theacks werepicdly used to exct low wals and
markboundariesThe intoductbn of portible rockcrushersn thel850s, howeveledto the evenial decine of
theseruralicons.Turned inb gravelfor new palts and roadshe rocls became valudle raw materid. It is
possble the staes wsed tobuild the howse cane from early wdls and that theowner andarchitect chose this
material to evokeBayside’s fleeting gricultural past.

A modest tadition of claddng residetial buildingsin cobblestonedevelopedand flourishel in the Eatern
United Stategluring he early nineteenth certury.”* Thelarges numker are I@zatedin northen New York state,
built mainly between 182%and 1865.1 many cass, he stoneare setnto abed of wet cmment. Somexamples



suggestworks of blk artand exhilti unique ad distnctive patérning.The New York City araitects McKim,

Mead& White ocaasiorally adgpted ths technque; both theSanuel Tilton House(1880-82) in Newport, Rhode
Island,and Boxhill (1902), White’s Long Island residence atJ@mesincorpoated decative panels obeach
pebbles and ber mateials. The archiect Lionel Moseswho was assoated wih the frm for forty years, bilt

a frame hous with pebbd sidhg at 1102 Shore Road DouglastonQueens (parof theDouglastonHistoric

District), in 1916. Sane American achiteds followed a nore salptural appoach incorporating significantly

largerstones intotheirdesignsOne ofthe mostinfluentialfigures was H.H. Richaras), who boldy incorporaed

jaggedglacial boulders imt the walls and foundations of several houses in Massachubetts: L. Anes Gate
Lodge(1880-81), Robert Treat Paine Hee (1883-86), and Ephraim Wu@ey Housd€1884-89.%* It is possilte

thatthe artitect o the Bell Boulevard houswas fanliar with his work. h additbn to thestoneworkRichardson
usedsimilar achesto endose recesed poches and oéin surfaed roofs wih reddsh tie. Traprock, colected

from streans and river bedsalso fatured pominenty in Chates Richs ChristChurch (1884)locatal in Short
Hills, New Jersg. In Bay Rdge, Brooklyn, there isone notald lateexamplethe Howard and Jeisslonediouse,
adesignagd New York City landmark. Degined by J. Séield Kennedyn 1916-17 this picturesque resience
has a simulated thatch roof and watlade of boulders.

Subseuent Hstory”

At the tme of consuction,there wee relaively few hougs in his sedbn of Bayside Though RickerFinlay
hadmade numerousates n the Beltourt deelopmentin 190 it was the onf house ecorded on maps diie
block. At thistime,Baysidewas sfil rural and e wide font porchesinddomerwindowsfaced eat, with views
towardLittle Neck Bay. It is not clear whether Hizabeth A. Adams @ memkers of ter family occupiedte house.
Locallore ha itthat MaudeAdams, ahighly regarded Brodway actessresidel here dung thisearlyperiod but
no recorcé have bee foundthat substantiate this claim.

Adamssold the houst Roberaand Daisy Waman, Jrin ¢. 1922.Duringthe 1920sBaysideattacted many
celelrity residents and the tousebecane a pivate oys sclool, and for a kort time, a retaurart. In the ealy
1930s,it wasacquiredoy theEdmath or EamhatRealtyCompany, poskly asa developrant ste in @njuncton
with the proposd extensin of the Fushingsubway. Atthistime, thehouse was convead to @artmens. The
brick garage s not oiginal b the sie and maybe the seond of two but atthe rea The curbcut along36™
Avenuedatesrom 194950. In e latel990s, thdrontporch on thgroundfloor was erlosed onall sideswith
wood-franedwindows and the souh entrance was redicedin size andenclosedvith stones that corespand with
the higoric facadeThis new entance is erved byan unstaied wood accesamp.

Descripton
35-34Bell Bouleward islocatel at thenorthwestorner oBell Bouleward and 368 Avenue. Theiteis slightly

elevaedand islandsapead with mature trees. Ténfacades i@ faced wih cobbleatne of iregularsize andaolor
setinto concete. The frontawn isbordered byow cobbletonewalls.Atop the nort wall is a non-tstoric metal
fence. In the rearof the house, immediatdy west d the diveway, is a taller cbbledone wall. A similar wall

parallds the nath facade, faing the howse thadislocated at 35-3Bell Boulevard. This walland the ndh facade
are conmected by a coblestone vall with a possibly historic ntal gate.

The Bell Boulevard entance is reacled by a Bort flight of concreteand grang block s¢éps, fanked by
concaetepedesta thatare thesameheight & the ad)ining cobblestne walls The concret urns that st to ether
side,aswell asthe stairsand gate, arenot higoric. A path, @mvedwith concrete exterds toward the howse. Saith
of the path is aon-higoric paintel wood sign. Atle entraneis a secad flight of stes, alsdflanked by @oncrete
pedestalsTheleft pillar has a sigle concreteurn. Both sds of stars ae flankedy recatly installed back metal
railings. At the bp of the tepsis a dep recess# entrancewith walls ofcobblestne and a paiof non-historic
windowsto eitier side A possiby higoric lighting fixture hang$rom the wood cding. The non-hisric wood
door is framedoy pilasters and a enice. It is not clear whe#r such pmted features areriginal.

Bell Boulevad (east) facadeis divided into three &ys; each bay is articulatedtiva two-storyarch.While
two of the oenings o the goundstry haw bea endosed wih non-historic windows surmountd by panted
woodpands, the seondstory pach reains the original woodbaludrade with concrete capstis a deegpordc with
severaldoors or windows tha openinto the houseThe wood ceilingis painted wite. Aligned @oveeach arch
is a single window set deep into the tddd roof. Each window consists of two one-owere windows.

36" Avenue (®uth) facadeis divided into four setions,the bag to he eastad west ararticulatel with a
two-storytall arch. The est arch has ben enclosd; therds now aside entranceavith a single na-historic door.



Some of thestonavork in this aea isnew and the conete islighter in cobr. The sile entrance is reached by a
non-historicwoodswitchback ramp.Above the dooithe secondtoryporch redins he orighal balusrade.The
archat the rear othte house is well-preserveitie firststory 5 semi-enclosed with a wood tisliConcrete stairs,
flankedby concete pilars ascend though thearch. The mdspromient featre on 38 Avenueis the two-story
bay, capped by alighty projecting red tie roof The undersie is vsible and pairgd white. Eachstory has five
windows.The windows thadre nonhistoilic have whie meél frames. Aiconditbners haveeen inslledin some
of the second and third stowjindows.

West (rear) facade is divided in threesectons, each giculated wih a two-sory arch. Thee are gnificant
altemtionsto thefirst-story porch. The bayhat 5 neares86" Avenue retains its original chacter, hiough the
woodtrelis may notbe orighal. The cerdr bayhas beesignficantly changed througthe additon of an arche
basemenéntryat thelevelof the diveway. Although noforiginal, it appears tobe higoric. The ceater ard north
baysare enclosé by concrée panels. Aset ofstars, located m the cerdr bay risesfrom the first b the second
story porch. The center and nath bay are dividedya concrete w&ll. These #erations, as well as the fire stairs
thatdescend fysm the noth window and down tlough a cutn the roof are ikely to datefrom the timewhen the
house was converted to apartments.

North facadefacesthe neghboring housand driveway. Theifst storyhasthree uneenly-spacedairs of
windows and asingle window; attheseond $ory, two widely separted windows;and at lhie thid storythree
every spaed pars of windows. All of these windows are dfficult to seerfom the sreet The windowat therear
of the frst storywas orignally part ofthe rea porch ands now enclosed.

A paved concretdriveway extends fronmthe curbof 36" Avenue to a notistolic red bick garagewith a
non-historic metaldoor. The edsside of thegarage connestto he centearch, neathebasementrdry of the
house Close to he intesection of Rl Boulevard and 38 Avenue is a abblesbnesignpost. Set ona grarite
base,it hassmooth mset panal indcating he orighal steet nams: “BELL AVENUE” and “LA MARTINE

AVENUE.”

Report resarched and witen by
Matthew A. Postal
Research Departent
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NOTES

See “Lawrene FamilyBuryingGround,”http://www.baysidehistoricalorg/ipublicatonshisof bayside-05.htm.

The Bell houseat 113 Fuldbn Streein Manhatan, wasdestrogd in he 1835 fire
The “Alley” is now the servie road of thelLong Island Expresswy.
The Queensboro Bidge is a designatl New York City Landmark.

CharlesE. Finlay was alo founder and president of thwmer Aetna Nationd Bank. Estéblishedin 1904, itbecane
Irving Trug Bankin 1917.

Obituares inthe New York Times, EdwardJ. Rckert Jamary12, 1935;,Charks H. Rckert Jauary31, 1939p.
27; ChalesE. Finlay, Juy 11, 1940.

New York Times, April 5, 1906.

E.J.Rickert, “The Oulook in QueensProminent Devaper Predict®Record Breaking Growtfihis Year,”"New
York Times, Jamuary5, 1908.

“Bell-Gillies” w edding anrouncement, Brooklyn Eagle, November, 1900,10.
New York Times, May 3,1903.
Real Estate Guide and Record, Brooklyn - Long Island edtion, March31, 1906 564.

The thirteen RickertFinlay covenamrd of he Westmoreland Assiation at Litle Neck can be read at
www. littleneck.ne/westmaelandcovenants.htm

Brick pillars were ao used to indicaténé entrances to the Prospect Park South HistoricibistrBrooklyn.

Indenturebetween Beltout Land Co.and Elzabeh A. Adams Sepémber 29,1905 (1390t8), Depatment of
Finance, Queers Caunty.

Based on an informal survey, thesednly onesurviving residencen Bellcourt with cobblestone elements on the
exterior. Locatedat 3826 212" Street, thehousehas a obblestonebaseand dimney. Though property sdes in
Bellcourt were brisk,alatively few of he houses predate the Fi¥¥brld War.

All but the Taylor house arexant and are ésignated w York City Landmarks.

The Post Headgarterss Building No. 206, p. 422-43in Landmarks Preservaion Commission,Fort Totten Historic
District Designation Report (LP-2040) (NY: City of New York, 1999), by Marjorie Pearson For ahistoric
postcard image of the buildingee www.baysidehisticalsocietyorg/web/pc/images/pc4-016.jpg.

SeeWilliam B. Rhoads, The Colonial Revival (Princebn, 1977) 303413.

“The EffectiveUse d Cobblestones As a LinlBetween the Hauseand Landscapé&published in he Craftsman in
November 1908 reprinted m Craftsman Homes (1909,Dover Pres,1979), 102.

For a detdied dicusson of sbne walk in he United Sdtes,see:Robert M. Thorson, Stone by Stone: The
Magnificent History of New England’s Stone Walls (2002).

In New York Ciy, one oftheearleg howsesof soneconstucton is the Adran and An Wyckoff Onderdmk
House,adesgnatd New York Ciy Landmak in Ridgewod,QueensBuilt in the hte18" centurythe stonework
is “rough random ashlar.” See Landmarks Preservation Ci@sion ,Onderdonk House Designation Report (LP-
1923) (NY: City of New York, 1995), repat preparedby Jay $ockley.

Richadsonalso used large boulders in an uribhbuse designor Erastus Corning (c. 1882-83¢ee JeffeyKarl
Ochsner,H.H. Richardson: Complete Architectural Works (MIT Press, 1982).

This secton is basd on Robert CobaughCbbblestone House hk With Theatrcal Past Bayside Times, April

6, 1978, as wdl as fom New York City Building ard Tax ecods.Also se “Cobblestone Howse” in Jefrey A
Kroesslerand Nina S. Rappaport, Historic Preservation in Queens (Queensboroughrservation League, 1990),
37.



FINDIN GS AND DESIGNATION

On the basis of a careful consideration of the histbeyarchitecturand other features of
thisbuilding, the LandmarkBreseration Commision findshat 35-3 Bell Boulevad has @&pecial
characterspecial historical and aesthetic interest and valuaesfplae development, heritage, and
cultural charaderistics o New York City.

The Commis®n further findsthat,among i importahqualities, 35-34 Bll Boulerard is
a rareexample ofa house lilt from cobblestoles inNew York City; that the materials used nge
randomlyset into concrete and neither cut, shapedsized; that construction began in late 1905
andwas completed in 1906; that it was built for Elizabeth A. Adams and the unidentified architect
combinedfeatures associated with both the Colonial Revivde sandthe Arts ad Crafts
movementthatit is locaed inthe Bellcourt section of Baide and was one of the earliest structures
built in this residential subdivision; that the landmark site also incorporates one ofttheolas
remainingcobblestone pillarthat wereoriginally usel to mark the street entrances to Bellcourt; and
thatthis unusulestructue retais most of itorigind featues,including cobblestonwalls, arched
front and rear facadegaessed porches, dormer windows, areblaited roof.

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisiomd Chapter74, Section 3020 (formerfyection 534
of Chapter 2) of the Charterof the City of New York and Chpter 3 6 Title 25 of tle
AdministrativeCode othe City of New Yorkthe Landmarks Preseti@h Commission designates
asa Landmark35-34 Bd Boulevard, Borough of Qees, and designates Borbugf Queens Tax
Map Block 6169, Lot 21, as itsahdmark Site.



