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Zoning Map

34 HOWARD STREET
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Site Plan

29 Howard Street

H
is

to
ric

 D
is

tr
ic

t B
ou

nd
ar

y

34 Howard Street

N



34 Howard Street
Landmarks Preservation Commission

July 8, 2015

Tax Photos

1940 Tax Photo 1980 Tax Photo



34 Howard Street
Landmarks Preservation Commission

July 8, 2015

Existing Building and Designation

No. 34 is an unusually distinguished structure to have been erected on such a short side 

street as this. The effectiveness of this 1868 five-story facade, only three bays wide, is 

explained by the fact that it was designed by the renowned architect James Renwick and 

his associate Joseph Sands. Although nothing but the cast-iron pilasters remain on what 

was the ground floor entrance, the building still catches one’s eye by its effective use of 

neo-Grec detailing on both its cast-iron second-floor facade and the marble facade of the 

remaining three floors.

The use of a two-story cast-iron storefront such as the one on this building is unusual, 

especially considering its early date. (Badger only listed two two-story storefronts in New 

York in his 1865 catalog, neither of which were in the Historic District.) This cast-iron second 

floor seems even odder when it is considered that the detailing of the marble facade above 

is nearly as elaborate as the cast-iron section. In most instances cast iron was used for an 

inexpensive imitation of intricate stonework.

The three bays on the second floor of the iron front are separated by smooth pilasters that 

rise from the ground level. The bay heads are flat on top with rounded corners and two 

round-arched windows are set within each bay. Above each of these window groups is a 

rosette and a stylized two-dimensional frieze imitating a balustrade.

For its upper three floors the windows have segmental-arched tops and ornamental 

keystones. They are bordered by variations of a bead-and-reel molding and flanked by 

pilasters incised with various neo-Grec designs. On the fifth floor the pilaster capitals 

incorporate acroteria or “ears”, a characteristic neo-Grec motif. Above these capitals rise 

small paired brackets that support a relatively simple cornice.
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North Side of Howard Street (Soho Cast Iron District)

Howard Street

34 Howard Street
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South Side of Howard Street (Outside District)

Howard Street

29 Howard Street -  James Renwick and 
   Joseph Sands (Architects)
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James Renwick 29 Howard Street
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Howard Street Elevation,  South side - Existing
29 Howard Street 

Bway
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Howard Street Elevation, North side - Existing
34 Howard Street 
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Howard Street Elevation, North side - Proposed
34 Howard Street 
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Existing Elevation

S01 S02 S03

2ND FLOOR WINDOWS TO REMAIN

TOP RAIL, POSTS, AND DECORATIVE INFILL TO BE REMOVED 
AND REASSEMBLED TO PROPOSED CONFIGURATION

SIGNAGE TO BE REMOVED

EXISTING BRICK INFILL TO BE REMOVED

CAST IRON PIERS TO REMAIN

ENTRY DOORS AND STOREFRONT TO BE REMOVED

EXISTING FDNY CONNECTION

EXISTING STEPS TO BE REMOVED; SLAB LOWERED
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Proposed Elevation with Awnings

P02

P01

S04 S05 S06

AWNINGS WITH SIGNAGE

RELOCATED FIRE ESCAPE LADDER

STORE LOGO

NEW LIGHT FIXTURE AND INTERCOM

NEW WOOD ENTRY DOORS

RELOCATED FDNY CONNECTION

DIAMOND PLATE AT BULKHEAD 

NEW WOOD STOREFRONT

METAL SIGN BAND

EXISTING 2ND FLOOR WINDOWS
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Proposed Elevation with Awnings

P02

P01

S04 S05 S06

STORE LOGO

RELOCATED FIRE ESCAPE LADDER

SECURITY CAMERA

DISPLAY WINDOW OPERABLE FROM STREET SIDE

NEW WOOD ENTRY DOORS

RELOCATED FDNY CONNECTION

DIAMOND PLATE AT BULKHEAD 

NEW WOOD STOREFRONT

METAL SIGN BAND

EXISTING 2ND FLOOR WINDOWS
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Storefront Sections, Existing
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Storefront Sections, Proposed
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Storefront Plan Details, Existing

EXISTING FREIGHT ELEVATOR
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Storefront Plan Details, Proposed

OPERABLE  STOREFRONT WINDOW

18
”
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Storefront Plan Details, Proposed
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Lighting and Secuirty Equipment Details

DS-2CD2112-I    1.3MP Outdoor Dome Camera

EXTERIOR SECURITY CAMERA

A C

B

  A B C

3590 LED 1ADA

Direct-select
Call Button

4-Call Direct Select

5-5/16” 1-3/4”5/8”

12
-5

/8
”

Color camera

Zinc die-cast panel

Audio module

In-use LED

Call buttons

Directory card & cover
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Existing Street View
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Proposed Street View with Awnings
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Proposed Street View without Awnings


