195-205 Lafayette

Petition to legalize artwork/art vitrines
installed in 2011 w/o LPC permit



SW-,'"\ THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

- 1 CENTRE STREET, 0TH FLOOR NORTH, NEW YORK. NY 10007 ViOlation
— TEL: (212) 000-7051 FAX: (212) 669-7900

WARNING LETTER
DocketNo. WL15.0415
Date: November 13, 2014
To Veronica Wong

Bethel Management, Inc.
7 Chatham Square, Sufte 608
New York, NY, 10038

From: Meenakshi Srinivasan, Chair

Re: 195-205 Lafayette Street
Manhattan, 482/7501

The Landmarks Law, N.Y. Administrative Code §§ 25-305 and 25-310, requires that the
Landmarks Preservation Commission ("Commission”) approve all work and issue a permit
prior 1o any person working on a landmarked site or within a landmarked historic district. The
law also requires that the property be maintained in compliance with the law. Staff of the
Commission believes that the above referenced property Is in violation of the Landmarks Law,
with respect to the following condition(s):

Alterations to northernmost Cleveland Place storefront (“Allen Hirsh™) without
permit(s).

nmmammwunmmmmmmmamma
this letter to cure the violation, the Commission will hold off serving a Notice of Violation for the
above condition(s). However, if you do not apply to the Commission within 20 working days
and obtain a permit and promtly cure the violation, the Commission may serve a Notice of
Violation, Service of a Notice of Violation may make you kable for a civil penalty as high as
$5,000, depending on the violation. See N.Y. Administrative Code §§ 25-317.1.1(2). Service of
a second Notice of Violation for this same condition may make you liable for a civil penalty as
high as $250 per day, depending on the violation. In addition, the Landmarks Law authorizes
criminal penalties for violations. See N.Y. Administrative Code § 25-317.

1 urge you to avoid these penalties by taking advantage of this grace period. Please cotact
the Compliance Officer at(212) 669.7951 f you have any questions.
This is the only warning letter you will receive before a Notice of Violation is served.

Send all new applications to "New Applications-Preservation Department.”
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1. Artwork installed on roof of diner facing Kenmare St




Preexisting Trion Smoke Machine over La Esquina Restaurant
106 Kenmare at Lafayette Street
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Tenant suggested to me to create an artwork to cover the unit and | created a memorial
artwork made of Dibond aluminum strips bolted to steel reinforced panels.
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Instead of an ugly blue Trion unit, the artwork complements the view from
the newly renovated park.
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And even serves as a motif for new artworks...
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On Cleveland Place side of building
Preexisting storefront in 2011 which was/still is an active
garbage area and storeroom for dry goods for La Esquina restaurant

window to exhibit artwork

Note: Windows are recessed abc}d4-5" from iron columns



Preexisting facade. Windows are inset 4” from iron columns. Tenant uses frontage for a
Storeroom and supplies could be seen stacked above.

This is also the restaurant’s garbage area and bags are stacked outside here from the
afternoons uBto late at nig oht
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Closeup of storage area
and inset windows




With the tenant’s approval, | installed 5 other
windows over their existing storage room
windows(approx 4” in front) to create vitrines

to exhibit more artwork and create a street gallery.
Original storefront remained intact underneath.

1/ ”




Closeup of vitrine showing %"
linen board over original
storefront glass




Original Storefront was left completely intact/no windows were removed or altered.

Current(May 2015) photo still showing
storage use on inside of original storefront
Painted red glass.

Old facade photo




Windows 1,2,3,4,5 were added 4” over existing windows leaving approx %: recess
Original 6” recessed areas that remained .
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Shows current inset of vitrine windows




Please note a similar 1” recess for storefront glass on the front of the building




Example of installation in 2011.
Subsequent exhibits included 9/11 memorial artwork, South American paintings, and
installations by other local artists..
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In late 2014, | collaborated with a new tenant(where Lair was) to maintain this area
and have different artists exhibit monthly whose work may continue into the inside
restaurant space where additional gallery space is designated. The current lack of

maintenance was due to their delay in opening(they just received a permit), my
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exhibit but otherwise by default through alternating months.

AHDC also agrees to contribute usage of the outdoor display windows and doors on
Cleveland Place(bordering La Esquina’s office space) for both art exhibits and other
media promotion tied into the Cafe. Tenant agrees to clean the windows and maintain - B 1 componcnts of e appication
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| now require La Esquina to place garbage in bins to keep area cleaner. They
reconfigured garbage room to accommodate these bins and create a cleaner frontage.
My wish is to make this a pleasant art exhibit area that the public can enjoy.




Asymetrical picture box was removed
recently
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* As entire original storefront is intact below
vitrines, it can be recovered at any point in the
future.

 Thank you for your consideration.



