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 The proposed Chester Court 
Historic District consists of 18, two-and-
one-half-story houses constructed in 
1914-15 in two opposing rows on a 
dead-end street, along with a historic 
brick wall that screens the street from 
an adjacent below-grade subway line. 
These Tudor Revival style houses are 
faced with red brick at their first stories 
and stucco with false half-timbering at 
their second stories, alternating square-
headed and round-headed openings at 
their ground floors and angled and 
straight-sided oriels above. All of the 
houses retain the original clay tiles 
covering their picturesque intersecting-gable roofs, and many retain their original wood 
doors and multi-pane wood windows. They were constructed by the Brighton Building 
Company to the designs of the company’s president, Peter J. Collins (1856-1934), who 
served as Brooklyn’s Commissioner of Buildings and maintained an extensive practice 
in the borough. Collins lived in a freestanding Tudor Revival house built in 1908 at 135 
Westminster Road in the Prospect Park South Historic District that was designed by his 
brother, Frank C. Collins. 
 The wall at the end of Chester Court, which extends between the western 
facades of Nos. 31 and 32, contributes to the sense of the proposed district as a self-
contained enclave. Constructed of red brick matching that of the Chester Court houses, 
it was built in a variety of brick bonds, featuring diaperwork, recessed panels, simple 
pilasters and, at its center, a large round-headed parapet constructed of header-bond 
brick with a plain round medallion.  
 Although the Tudor Revival style was commonly used for freestanding houses, it 
was not often used for row houses. Remarkably well-preserved a century after they 
were constructed, the houses of the proposed Chester Court Historic District represent 
an unusual assemblage of a style of row house that is rare in New York City. 
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