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"On Pilgrimage - June 1975"

by Dorothy Day
The Catholic Worker, June 1975, 1, 2, 6.

Summary: Vignettes from her date book-life at the beach house on Staten Istand, visitors, books she is reacing,
mestings attended, and visits to Catholic Worker housss and her family. (DOC #552).

The easiest way for me to write my piece this month is just to follow my diary for the last month.
When my sister and I were little girls, we used to dimb out after school on a breakwater on Lake
Michigan, just off Lincoln Park, and sit there surrounded by that inland sea and write in our diaries.
(Whatever became of them!)

Nowadays, 1 keep two diarles. One just a date book with large space for extended notes, and the
other an occaslonal one when I have a sense of lelsure, as at my siste~’s near Tivoli or my
daughter’s In Vermont. I will follow the date baok now. It is a mixed bag of notes on my winter on
the beach in Staten Island, an interim to recover from general fatigue, anc to catch up on mall and
a book. (I don't remember the time when [ was not writing a book. )

,,,,,,, %

Sunday, May 4. Pouring rain all day. Everything smells fresh. Waves are pounding on the beach.
Went to five-thirty Mass up at Holy Child Church in Eltingville. There seems to be music at every
Mass, a children's choir and congregation Jjoining in, and of every hymn, every verse is sung. St
Augustine wrote that a prayer sung Is twice said. There is no parochial school, but a school of
religion for the children, There are pamphiet and book racks, and a St. Vincent de Paul Society
(very few of those left what with our centralized charities). The priests are Irish, Polish and Italian,
and the sermons are very good. Food for thought.

Monday, May 5. Sunny today. Walked on the beach and coliected driftwood for the pot-bellied
stove. Storms have been 50 severe this winter that all sorts cf timber, remains of wrecked ships
and piers, even huge blocks of cement, portions of waterfront sidewalks, have bean tossed up by
the waves that ate away part of the shoreline through the winter months. And plenty of small
scraps for the stove.

Tuesday, May 6. Answering mail for hours ... Reading the correspondence of Emma Goldman and
Alexander Berkman, a fascinating account of the two famous and lovable anarchists who were
deported to Russia after the First World War, With difficulty they left Russia, finding it too
oppressive. There story of their years in exile all over-Europe is calied Nowhere to Home
(Schocken Books, $12.95). I had met Berkman years ago after his release from prison. (Ammon
Hennacy writes of him in his own autobiography, of his meeting w:ith him in the Federa! Prison in
Atlanta, Ga. Ammon had a great admiration for Emma Goidman too.) My old friend, Peggy Baird
Cowley, with whom I shared a prison cell during the woman’s suffrage struggle in 1917 or '18, had
given Berkman hospitality after he did time in Atlanta, and Emily Coleman, write and pcet, had
been Emma’s secretary in Paris while Emma was writing her autobiography (still in print, as is
Berkman's prison memolrs). Both Peggy and Emily becamme Cztholics and ended their days with us
at our Tivoll farm. Peter Maurin was more interested in the philosophical anarchism of Peter
Kropotkin, with his constructive ideas set forth in Mutual Aid, and Flelds, Factories and
Workshope. Kropotkin's Memoirs of a Revolutionist was first srinted in the Atlantlc Monthly!
His books can be bought in paperback and in these times of highly centralized authority, not to
speak of corruption, it is good to read about these freecom-fighters, and a vision of 2 dacentralized
sociaty,

Henorable Work

Tuesday, May 6. Press day. May Day Is an important date fcr us, since our paper first came out

hutp://www.catholicworker.org/dorothyday/reprint.cfm?TextID=552 4/12/01
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May first in 1933. We have many writers and many editors. But they are all so engaged in baking
bread, making scup, begging from the market, not to speak of taking care of St. Joseph's House on
First Street, that writing is always done at the last minute, However, this May Day issue is a gem,
covering all our positions and our activities--what we are all about. Alco, it is twelve instead of
eight pages.

How we pay our bills I do not know. God knows. Scripture tells us, if we "sow sparingly we will we
wlll reap sparingly,” so when we are in need we become more generous and serve an even richer
soup to an ever growing line. "Give to him to who asks"--we try to do that, Today it is a cold day.
There will be a run on the clothes room, an old store on Second Avenue,

Down here on Staten Island, Augustino caught the first fish of the season, a striped bass. He gave
It to Marge Hughes to bake (she is wintering next do-r but ~lll soon return to West Virginia to the
village springing up there). She skinned the fish. I cnee spread out eel skins on a board and dried
them in the sun, and later made a beautiful binding for a prayer book. A bit smelly, but I was
reminded that Peter, James and John were fisherman. "After the crucifixion, those aposties could
go back to their nets, but Matthew could not go back to his counting house," Fr. Vincent McNabb,
the famous English Dominican a writer, sald. Fishing is an honorable occupation!

Friday, May 9. [ went in to New York to attend the Pax Christi Meeting at which there were two
bishops present, Bishop Dozier of Memphis and Bishop Gumbleton of Detroit,

Saturday, May 10. The meeting lasted all day, and Tom Cornell drove me downtown to Union
Square in the late afternoon to join the United Farm Worker's meeting which had begun with a
parade down Seventh Avenue. It was a beautiful day for the meeting and the joyful confidence of
the strikers continues. I hope they get plenty of volunteers for their training courses which are
carried on by Fred Ross, a brilliant organizer who has been on thelr side from the first. I wish I
could get to the Farm Worker's headquarters at 331 W. 84th St., New York, New York 10024, to sit
in on some of the sessions.

At Staten Island

Monday, May 12, Back to Staten Island. Johnny Hughes and Tommy Turner, his cousin, found
star fish and sea horses at low tide today on the beach. It was fun to see them swim around
upright, The larger ones, which we picked up on the beach, were dead and dried up. I learned an
interesting fact, The female lays the eggs and the male has the burdensome task of carrying them
in & pouch (my Informant says his stomach!) until they hatcn!

Tuesday, May 13. Dr. William Miller, historian from the University of Florida who wrote A Harsh
and Dreadful Love, (now in paperback in the Image books of Doubleday, and originally published
by Liveright), arrived for a two-day visit. He is driving back to Florida with a carload of manuscripts
and note-books to help him complete his work on Peter Maurin and the Catholic Worker movement.
This should be an invaluable help to all the young people who are starting Houses of Hospitality
around the country. His own sons and thelr college mates are starting one in Tallahassee (At
present there are about 47. I can not be too sure of the number as there are many beginnings and
unless we keep in touch, we do not know how long they survive.) Every now and then we have
small epidemics of violence In our houses and neighborhoods, and they are pretty hard to tzke
unless there is a good supportive group. Our windows get broken regularly, but since they are
make up of many small panes, they can be mended more easily. One of our fellow workers who
erjoys our evening meals, offered to paint vines all over the cracked but reinforced panes, and his
artistry resulted in a regular Jack and the Beanstalk vine which wandered over the panes and

- spread over the walls. And among the broad green leaves fiuttered a number of peaceable white
digeons! I always delighted in this working out practically Peter MaLrin's synthesis of Cult, Culture,
and Cultivation. Cult {religion) resulted in our bearing these affronts calmly without resorting to
violence in turn; Culture was increased thereby, a reminder that the workman on a medieval

attp://www.catholicworker.org/dorothyday/reprint.cfm?TextID=552 4/12/01
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cathedral alsc passed from cult to culture; and, of course, the greenery as a whole reminded us of
the Cultivation which is going on not only among the little mountain farms of West Virginia, but in
Tivoli. When Harry Simmons, our "genius” of an architect (as Ruth Collins, our co-worker on our
House problems called him), dropped in one evening, he liked our cheerful utilization of one of the
smaller of our daily disasters around St. Joseph's House,

Thursday, May 15. Marge is packing up to go to West Virginia, but fincing time to plant the
garden in the little yard of one of the two small houses which we have named St. John of the
Cross, and St.Teresa of Avila. They are the nearest thing we have for our young volunteers to use
as a Poustinia, which Catherine de Hueck Doherty of Combermere, Canada, has Introduced us to
through her book by that name, published by Notre Dame Press. Most of the winter I have lived in
one and Marge Hughes in the other with her son John. But now the winter has come to an end, and
I'must go to the farm at Tivoli for a brief visit to Unity Acres and Unity Kitchen in Syracuse.

Friday, May 16. Spent the day cleaning up, getting the little three-room place ready for summer
visitors. And always there are letters to write! And temptations to read. I have been reading over
Thomas Merton's four long reviews of Indian civilizations which were originally printed in the
Catholic Worker and which are now going to come out in book form. I am supposed to write the
introduction. I feel utterly Inadequate. The reviews, rcally long articles, are inspiring to read and
one finishes them only to say, More, more,--we neec to study more about these peoples, these
former great civilizations! Why do I say yes to such zssignments? Partly, it is my newspaper
‘background where writing is a daily job. But I here confess with a great sense of gullt, that this last
year I have agreed to write articles for a number of periocicals and have not done so. We are too
overwhelmed at The Catholic Worker, The sufferings of so many of those with whom we live day
after day, year after year, weigh us down at times sc that there is no energy to adequately handle
writing jobs. Just to live, to endure, and yes, to rejoice toc that God has given us a work to do, is
enough. These little houses should serve that purpose, to give us breathing space, time to reflect,
and to let go, drop out of activity for a time, leave the work to others and to pray. Work enough!

Spring Visits

The rest of May. I did indeed visit around and enjoyed it very much. Travel refreshes me. Reading
Reading Chekhov's letters, I find that he too, was an ardent traveller, Nothing was teo much for
him. His long trip across Siberia by river and by carriage to visit the Penal Colony of Sakhalin (he
hoped to alleviate the sufferings of the people there) and all his letters to his family are fascinating
reading. Both Viking Press and Harpers have published volumes of his letters to his family, his
publishers and friends, and I have been reading them, and feeling justified in starting out again as
I am going to do the rest of this month.

So to finish my report--1 have visited Tivoli, and am preparing to go back for much of the
Peacemaker Conference the last two weeks of June. A weekend with my sister at Kinderhook, New
York. A few days in Syracuse, where I visited Carol and Jerry Berrigan, and the mother of those
valiant sons who shared the sufferings of prisoners by their sentences for destroying draft records.
A good visit in Syracuse with the group who help Fr. McVey in his great venture, Unity Acres, and
then on to Unity Acres Itself, where probably two hundred and fifty men have been given refuge in
a beautiful tract of forest surrounding an old t.b. hospital which was no longer being used. They are
thirty or so miles north of Syracuse and many of our men "off the road," as we say at Tivoli, and
many a one from St. Joseph's House in New York also have found time to recover from illnesses of
various kinds. As far as I know, no limit is put on the time they can stay there,

I was sorry [ did not get the chance to visit Unity Kitchen in Syracuse, but the trouble is, one is
taken possession of by one's friends. But I saw the large building, whicn is like a three-story loft
and houses the dining room, a dormitory which can take care of thirty men, and a clothing room
and repair shop. I was much impressed. I also visited in Rochester and was happy to find that the
House of Hospitallty is still operating, serving food but not lodging. A monastery net too far away is

nttp://www catholicworker.org/dorothyday/reprint.cfm?Text[D=552 , 4/12/01
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supplying the Rochester and Syracuse houses with bread daily for hundreds of men--good monks
bread.

And now [ set out for a visit with my daughter up in Vermont. I have rot seen her for many
months, as her hillside farm was covered with snow and ice during a particularly hard winter. But
now I will have the joy of visiting with her and the grandchildren, and their children! On the fong
bus trip today, I shall do much praying for them all, and for all thase I am leaving at home on First
and Third Streets, and at Tivoli, who continue the hard round of daily labors, and for our readers
and writers, and all those who break bread with us daily.

This text is reprinted from "Dorothy Day Library on the Web" at URL: hitp://www.catholicworker.org/dorothycay/
and is not copyrighted. However, if you use or cite th's text please incicate the original publication source and this
website. Thank you.
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environment being remodeled o wccommodaie the new—shop-
ping malls, superbighways, new instindonal structures, and a new

jargon-filled language—all justified o the name ol progress, o

keeping up with some new force in the thrustot life Where would
anything be left for memorv—tlose objects and dispositions
toward life that stood i their antiquin s a sign of cternity:
Dorothy's critical view of things car be accountald tor 1o some
extent bv her health. The "pills” that she thought would set lite
aright no doubt kept her going, but her coergy reserve was thin,
During the winters, she developed vongestions and conghs that
kept her in bed for weeks ata time. Lo conserve her energy and to
have a hetter air 1o breathe. she spent the winter of 1975 in one of
the two colgees on the beach at dtaten [stand that the Workers
owned. She lived alone, although Marge Hughes and her son,
Johnny, were unmediately at hand in the nextootage Marge had
heen with the Worker almost from the Hheginnimg and het devotion
to Dorothy, after annovances and misunderstandings had taded o
their proper proportion, wis ungualitied. Periodicallv, someone
came 1o the Ishand trom the First Streer aouse o hring the nal
andd the news: otier than that, she had neo contac with the world
except for her elephone. And the relephione wis ased almost ex-
clusively for conversations with Vanar. Defla aned Firster, The

calls from Forster pleased her. “Once somcomne has tihen o part of

vour lite,” she would sav. “that part als.avs belongs to that person.”

That sumuner she went back o Tivol: and. increasingly, she
found rhings 1o dismav her. Althoagh the place had natural beau-
tv, it was not Grand Hotel. To was a Catholic Worker house, and
more and more. the voung people who came there found the com-
munity in the particular dispositions ol their own condition rather
than in Peter Maurin's “common univ.” Physicallv, the place
showed it Tt had a dilupidated and trowzy appearance, the more
painful to witness because of the sad desolation that hatl betallen
the noble de Pevster mansion, still grand and proudly erect, but
that was increasingly called on to surrender its last clim to gra-
ciousness in favor of the immediate need for a rool over the heads
for young wanderers. Frequentlv, whoever would unroll his or her
sleeping bag in the old place would be whken with ity spaciousness
and the magoificent prospect of the Hudson it provided, and
would resulve to st a while. Plastic wourd he nailed over the door-
way, and posters depicting the undulent posturings of favorite
rock band leariers would cover the wally,




My name is Psul Fernandez. I was btreasurer of the SPANISH
NATUROPATH SOCIETY from 1974 to 1982. I was a member of the Board
¢l wirectors from 1974 uttil the 30CIETY dissolved in 2000, I was
active in the management 2.1d affairs of the SOCIETY since 1973.

I em familiar with the facts aid circumstances surrounding the
issues in guestion.

My dities as treasurer requirel that I be familiar with
the tenants of the SOCITTY as it was my res»onsibility to collect
tae reats. Furtherwore, Lhe sgale 20 a bungalow did not entitle

1
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until she was evicged in 1998, The "so ealled" Dorothy Day
bungalow was situated among sorie O bungalows on one sacre of
land. It was impossible to live in "The Camp" without coming
to the attention of the members of the SOCIWTY, wspecially those
members living in the Camp all year round.

The members of the SOCIETY knew Rosemary Morse but they
have no knowledge of Dorothy Day.

Conclusion: 1. Dorothy Day never lived in Camp.

2. Dorothy Day never owned a bungalow

in the Spanish Camp.




Attempt to take over the Spanish Camp

L
3. THE SPANISH NATUROPATH SOCIETY was incorporated im 1929.
2. The "Camp" was purchased in 19,8,

3. The Staten Island Naturopath Soeiety filed for imcorporation
before July 19, 1983.

4. Business Certificate of the Spanish Camp Residents Association
was filed Aug. 12, 1983.
II

The Certificate of Incorperation of the Staten Island Naturopath
Society lists as its officers:

1. Doris Nielsen, 124 Spanish Colony

2. John Rosati, 208 Spanish Colony

3. Brenda Dazinski, 5 Spanish Colony
The address of the Staten Island Naturopath Soeiety is listed as
12, Spanish Colony.
The purpoeses of the Staten Tsland Naturopath Society was copied -
word for word from the purposes listed in the Certificate of Incorperation

of the SPANISH NATUROPATH SOCIETY.

The not for profit Corporation law of the State of N.Y. nrovides

for the meger or consolidation (take over) of a corporation by
another similar corporation. To this end, the Spanish Camp Residents
Association, the alter ego of the Staten Island Naturopath Society
sued the SFPAWISH NATUROPATH SOCIETY, claiming the t the members

of the Spanish Camp Residents Assoeiatiom were entitled to member-
ship in the SPANISH NATUROPATH SOCIETY. Pat and Kathlesn Jordan
were among the plaintiffs claiming membership nothwithstanding

the fact that they never owned a bungalow in Camp. 7 ¥

-2
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III

The tenants mistakingly believed that the SPANISH NATUROPATH SOCIETY
"had lost its not for profit status, under the

laws of the State of N.Y.(had no legal existgnce!) .

e ph. 37 of The Complaint
In other words they believed the Camp was up for grabs.
From this mistaken belief the tenants launched & campaign to wrest
control of the Camp from the SPANISH NATUROPATH SOCIETY.
The campaign was launched with letters from Brenda Gazinski, the
Secretary of the newly formed Spanish Camp Residents Asso,, the

same Brenda Gazinski listed as an origimml direetor of the Staten

Island Naturopath Society.

IV
The first of these letters is dated Oet. 26, 1982 announcing the
establishment of the Spanish Camp Residents Assoeiatiom. Brenda
Gazinski an original direetor of the Staten Island Naturopath Soc*
is listed as Secretary. John Rosati, another direector of the
Staten Is. Naturopath Soc. is listed as Treasurer. Estelle Cora
is listed as Presideuat. ‘
The second letter dated Nov. 1, 1982 questions . . . - "the validity
and the authority by whieh this incresse was decided" , . . ., .

(THE SPANISH NATUROPATH SOCIETY had no legal existance.)

~ o
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The Staten Island Naturopath Soeiety had no standing to su%ﬁ(No

privity) and therefore its alter ego The Spanish Camp Residents

A3g0. (sare members in both organizations) cowmenc% the Court

action wnich they hoped would result in the transfer of econtrol

_3_



of the Camp to the Staten Is. Haturopath Soc. Ph. 5% of the
complaint states
"If the members of the plaintiff (Residents Asso.)
Wwere permitted to beecome members . . . theun in
that evert the members would be able to prevent
the salw of the within lapd . . . ., . "
The eomplaint was dismissed inthe lower Court and affirmed in

the Appelate Division, It was only after the SOCIETY began

eviectineg the tenants that the'Dorothy Day question was raised.

It appears that some of the members of the Steten Island Naturopath
Society - - Spanish Camp Residents Association are still seeking
subsidized living in the Camp. - = eare taker cottages, free

parking, ete. etec., omnly this time by invoking Dorothy Day.
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e BOX 83 :
. EIVOLY, M. Y. 42583 -+

Nov., 17-1975

Dear Doris,

What s pleasant surprise it was for me to have
sesr you and to know *hatjfstill think of us after all
+hese years. And better still *o know that you have now
become & Cathollc. The, Church is indeed the Pearl of
Great Price and 1 consi®r it a great blessing that 1 wWas
born into *he faith, The Love of Christ 1s *the one
steadying influence that we can have 1in our lives.

Dorothy was & bit sorry that she missed you.
I +o0ld her that you were here ahd she wanted to know ail
abou* what you were doing etc. 1 gave her your address
and phone number a-d Dorofy seys +hat she will try ro get
in touch wi+h you when she goes *o +he beach house. T§€
CW beach houses are locared in the Spanish camp. We have
+the use 0 them.oeco

Dorothy autrographed tww of her books for you
which I am mailing today. So be on the lookout for them.
I+ probably will take about a week or so to reach you .
The books are: Loaves and Fishes. . and On Pllgrimage.
do hove that you will like them. :

Be sure to le* me know *he next time you plan
+o visi+ +he farm so *hat I will plan to be here. . will
+hen try to show the slides to +he Sisters.

I will +ry to get to *the city sometime t+hi 8
month and I will +ry +o get in touch with you. I an
lookirg forward *o seeing you. There 1is s0 much to talk
aboutr--sofpiuch has haprened in the past ten years.

Bu+ above all do let us keep one another

in our prayers.
ose in Chris*
Az, ;;{%w«#
. nk ishnewski

PS I wrote *o Marge *ha* you were here. Be sure
*o write her in Wes* Virginia....

=TT
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Spanish Camp. Staten Island. Richmond County, New York,

Criteria for Historic Significance

36 CFR 804, Part1

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archasclogy, engineering, and cultwe
is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integnty of location, design,
setting, matenals, workmanship, feeling, and association and:

A. that are associated with events that have made a significant contnibution to the broad
pafterns of our history,; or

that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or mathod of construction, or that
represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represant a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individuai distinction; or

D that have yislded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

36 CFR 60.4, Part li

Ordinarily cemeteries, birthplaces, or graves of historical figures, properties owned by religious
institutions or used for religious purposes, structures that have been moved from their onginal
locations, reconstructed historic buildings, properties primarily commemorative in nature, and
properties that have achieved significance within the past 50 years shall not be considered eligibie
for the National Register. However, such properties will qualify if they are integral parts of districis
that do mest the criteria or if they fall within the following categories:

A a religious property denving primary significance from architectural or artistic distinction or
historical importance; or

B a building or structure removed from its onginal location but which is significant primarily for
architectural value, or which is the surviving structure most importantly associated with a
historic person or event; or

C. a birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is no appropriate
site or building directly associated with his productive life; or ,

D a cemetery which derives its primary significance from graves or persons of transcendent
importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from association with historic
evenis; or

E. a reconstructed building when acaurately executed in a suitable snvironment and presented

in a dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan, and when no other building or
structure with the same association has survived; or

F. a property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic valus has
invested it with its own exceptional significance; or

G. a property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional importance.

spcampla CITY/SCAPE: Cultural Resource Consultants
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As is weil known by now, that association, while it
certainly existed for several decades. only came to
the fore when a developer with plans for seaside
mini-mangions sought the controversial purchase of
the entire Spanish Camp property from its langtime
owners, & naturalist and vegetznan advocacy group
whose members held shares of the nropesty

Atthat time, it was argued thal since Ms. Day spent
time at some Spaaish Camp hungalows owned by the
Catholic Worker, the entire colony must be preserved
a5 an histeric site. Those making that argument
included then-current residents of the ¢orony who
had no connection with the Spanish Naturopath
Society or the Catholiz Worker, and merely rented
the land on which the contages stood.

The court disailowed the residents’ claim of
proprictary rights and allowed the developer, John
DiScala, to proceed with his project. Mr. DiScala. in
deference to the strong feelings engandered by the
dispute. agreed to aliow the Landmarks Preservation
Commission to consider landmark status for several
cotiages seid to be fraquented by Dorothy Day in
summer duning the 1970s.

The commission dithered, to say the least, for several
years and, in February, an impatient Mr DiScala
somehow obtained permits to demolish the
bungaicws in question. How be obtained those
permits wher the Landmarks Preservation
Commission was in the process of considering the
worthiness of the structures as landmarks and had
notified the Buildings Departrnent is & marter that is
under investigation. What's more, Mr. DiScala knew
the cottages could well be landmarked and despite
his frustration and Landmarks inexcusable plodding,
shoufd not have taken it upon himself to decide the
fate of the cottages. Again, just how he got the
required permits must be determined.

Ir the meantime, however, the Friends of Dergthy
Day Cottages and other advocates contend that
several remaining cottages not demolished must he
preserved as histariz structures. Again, the claim is
that Ms. Day spent time in those cotrages. They are
irsisting that the Landmarks Preservasion
Commission designate those cottages and require Mr.

http/www.silive com/editorials/advance/index ssfl/ /9876BRSGI310551 xmikcache
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DiScala to set them aside as an historic site, complete
with parking lot for visitors, wha, they say. are sure
to come if and when Ms Day is canonized.

At a stormy meeting Tuesday night that included Mr.
DiScela’s own claim 10 be a victim of slander, the
abstract jdealism of Ms. Ciay and the Spanish
Naturopath Society was pitted against the practical
rights of property-owners.

There is no question of Dorothy Day's status as an
important Catholic figure and a prominent leader in
the campaign for social justice during the last
century. However, for the record, she was also a
pehitically controversial figure in her time and not
universally admired within the Catholic Church.

Nor is there any question that the other cottages
should not have been demolished before their
landmark status was decided.

About many other things, however, there are
important questions. At the risk of being accused of
being hard-hearted, we'll be hard-headed and ask
them:

Does the fact that Dorothy Day stayed parts of a few
summers in one or another of the cottages &t Spanish
Camp really justify the permanent landmark status?
Why wasn't that status ever scught before the
develeper announced his pian? And does a
prospective saint's short-lived vazation getaway
destination really measure up as a public attraction?
Isn't an historical marker enough?

And which of these thoroughly idealized cottage(s)
did she stay in? In February, it was indignantly
claimed that the Dorothy Day Cottage had been
wantonly demolished. Now it is claimed that other
cottages are The Dorothy Day Cottages and must be
preserved.

[t sounds suspiciously like this argument is not really
about Derothy Day or historic preservation but about
land developrment. Indeed, Ms. Day. for all the
esteem in which she may be held in certain circles,
was seldom tatked about -- or even known -- outside
those circles before this dispute arose. Now, a kind
of Dorothy-Day-slept-here preservation ethic is being

hp //www silive conveditorials/advance/index ssf?/ /9876885033 10551 xmi&cachetime=6  4/20/2001
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urged on the public.

Where did Dorothy Day live -- really live -- and work
all the rest of her life, outside the several months she
spent on the beach at Annadale? Are those sites being
pushed for iandmark status, too?

This seems be a battle of ideology as much as one of
historic preservation. A strong hint of that was
contained in the statement Mark Kiley, president of
the Friends of Dorothy Day Cottages, made at the
meeting Tuesday night. He said of the cotiages, They
are testament 10 a time in New York wher one did
not need a seven-figure investment portfolio Lo enjay
this part of God's seashore.

Of coursc, that sets this up as a white hat-black hat
clash of symbols: The simple cottage[s] of a left-
leaning advocars for the poor and workers (good)
versus a developer's plan to put up large custom
homes for the affluent (bad).

Are people who are not wealthy really denied access
to God's seashore anywhere on Staten Island because
they don't have that necessary seven-figure
investment portfolio, as the statement suggests?
Hardly. But if these neglected bungalows are not
confiscated to be made into a public shrine to
Dorcthy Day, a developer will have gotten his way
on that small stretch of the Annadale seashore, That,
not the razing of & few bungalows that Dorothy Day
may or may not have spent a few weeks in, seems to
be what's reai!y at stake here for many wawng the
banner of preservationism, ,
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Preservation League of Staten Island
P. O. Box 010071, Staten Island, NY 10301-0003

April 17, 2001

Testimony before the Landmarks Preservation Commission, April 17, 2001, in support of des-
ignation of the Dorothy Day Historic Site, 457 Poillon Avenue, Staten Island.

Since its organization in 1977, The Preservation League of Staten Island has devoted
its time, energy and resources to identifying, fostering an appreciation for, and sup-
porting the preservation of Staten Island's historic built environment through a wide
variety of activities.

The preservation community on Staten Island has suffered a series of unfortunate and
disappointing events with respect to designation of a site to commemorate Spanish
Camp and Dorothy Day’s life there. The final blow was the unwarranted demolition of
the Dorothy Day cottage itself, under circumstances that have raised series questions
about and triggered investigations into the behavior of the developer and the various
city agencies involved.

Since 1997, before the majority of the bungalows at Spanish Camp were demolished,
the Preservation League has supported designation of a Spanish Camp Historic
District. We feel that the history of Spanish Camp, created by the Spanish Naturopath
Society to provide a place where working-class people could live in close association
with the natural environment, deserves commemoration for its own sake, apart from
the fact that it served as Dorothy Day’s retreat during the last 10 years of her life. We
hope that in future the Commission will consider designation of the larger site pro-
posed by the Spanish Camp Preservation Coalition.

The issue before us today is the Dorothy Day Historic Site. Miraculously, four cottages
remain near the location of her dwelling. These simple bungalows can represent the
type of house and the bucolic setting where Dorothy Day found peace in the last
years of her life. While we anticipate problems with public access and enforcement
due to the small size of the site and the lack of public roads leading to it, we support
the designation.

Let’s get the designation done as quickly as possible; let’s prevent further devastation;
and then let’s wrestle with the issue of designation of a larger historic district and
with the problems of access and protection.

i) ol S A LA
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Cultural Resource Consultants
726 Carroll Street Brooklyn, NY 11215
(718) 965-3860 Fax: (718) 788-4024

April 16, 2001

Jennifer Raab, Chairwoman

New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission
100 Old Slip

New York, New York 10005

RE:  Status of the “Dorothy Day Cottage” in Spanish Camp.
Borough of Staten Island. Richmond County, New York

Dear Ms. Raab:

In September1998 CITY/SCAPE: Cultural Resource Consultants was retained by
Mr. John DiScala, current owner of the property referred to as Spanish Camp, to prepare a
Stage 1A Literature Review and Archaeological and Historic Sensitivity Evaluation for the
property identified as Block 6431, Lot 1 in the Borough of Staten Island, Richmond
County, New York. Upon its completion, I understand a copy of that report was forwarded
to the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission.

As part of the research undertaken for this report I visited the New York City
Landmark Preservation Commission, where I examined the materials presented to the
Commission in support of the designation of Spanish Camp as a New York City landmark.
At that time of my visit the Commission had already determined that the vast majority of the
complex did not possess the “architectural, historical or cultural significance necessary to be
a landmark,” but was continuing to “explore the potential landmark designation of the
smaller area within the Spanish Camp that includes and surrounds the cottage where
Dorothy Day is believed to have lived” (Letter to Ms. Patrice Sotomayer, dated December
23, 1997).

While noting the statement that the designation under consideration was to include
the cottage where Dorothy Day was believed [emphasis added] to have lived, I
acknowledge that I accepted the articles in the file from the Staten Island papers and other
materials concerning the “Dorothy Day Cottage” to be accurate.
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FRANCES EBERHART

Setting aside the drama and controversy surrounding the calendaring of Spanish Camp for this
hearing, it is nonetheless very exciting to have the opportunity for all of us interested i the site to
have an opportunity to share information and understanding about this remarkable place.

1 know that many people today will have much to say about the cukural and historical importance
of Spanish Camp. I would like to make sure that we also consider the architectural significance of
the buildings, in their context. Needless to saiy, this is not Grand Central Station. It is perhaps
best thought of in the context of, for example, the Wyckoff House, revered because it 1s one of our
first and one of our oldest landmarks. Both, however, are simple relics of a particular place and
time. The Wyckoff House, and our other early Dutch farmhouses, survived miraculously to tell us

. about that era of the city’s history. A few centuties later, we should have no less interest in and
respect for the Spanish Camp houses that tef] another story about another phase of our city's
development.

In their time, the buildings of Spanish Camp were not unique. You'll be glad to know that this
testimony will be brief, because, in fact. we clon’t know a whole lot about vernacular structures hike
these. But we do ksow that there were other camps like this on the city's expansive waterfront.
One of them was in The Bronx, at Orchard Beach. A recollection of the place by Marjorie

O Shaughnessy, published m Lloyd Ultan's and Gary Hermalyn’s The Bronx in the Innocent
Years, tells us something about the evolution of this kind of buildng,

When the colony was new (she writes) the camps must bave been fairly primitive,
comstructed entirely of canvas. As the seasons passed, they sprouted wooden sides
halfway up, with metal screening above. Small beds of mangolds, suapdragons, and
morning glories were planted, bordered with coleus and bleeding hearts, outlined by
clamshells painted white.... The final addition was generally a small wooden: annex building
at the rear to serve as a changing room after swimming.

Simple or elaborate, each camp had o be dismantled at the season’s end, leaving only the
bare plank floor. lts other components and the fumiture were stored through the winter n
the srmall bathhouse at the back. When spring came again, the men. of each family, with
guch relatives and friends as the could entice oy buily into helping, retrieved from storage
the lumber, canvas, screening, ropes, stakes, tools, and paint, along with the foldmg chairs
and cots. The next several Sundays they spent in reconstructing and refurbishing the
camps,.. When we arrived for the summer after school closed, everything was in place, an
American flag flapping over each canvas rcoftop....

Ms. O Shaughnessy also remembered some of the communa) activities
Our elders, like most of that generation, were fond of dancing A large wooden pavilion

located near the camps provided a dimce floor and a weathered square pianc. On other
evenings we assembled for cutdoor movies.. .. ’

05 Niawt B7¢h Strcer, New Yack, New Yock 10128
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Although the Spanish Camp story'may not be: exactly the same, this Bronx story does paint a
picture of & kind of temporary building, which became a treasured summer community, which
became over the years a year-round and permanent place. '

Although many have moumed the loss of so much of what was Spanish Caimp in the past weeks,
there remnains an evocative core that is not just as a symbol, but as a tangible document of a type of
building and a type of community that is otherwise gone from our shores. I urge you to designate
this special place, with the larger footprint recommended by the HDC and others, so that the
buildings and history of Spanish Camp can be studied and enjoyed in the future.

az



Letter to the New York City Landmarks Preservation Comimnission 2
Spanish Camp. Borough of Staten Island. Richimond County, New York

In my conclusions to the 1998 report I concurred with the findings of the
Landmarks Commission with respect to the appropriateness of designating the entire
Spanish Camp complex, but I also raised a question concerning the eligibility of the
“Dorothy Day Cottage” for designation, citing in particular the Department of the Interiors
Criteria for Historic Significance, which specifically excludes “properties primarily
commemorative in nature” (36CFR60.4, Part IT), and I further argued that the cottage in
Spanish Camp lacked the “exceptional significance” that would allow an exception to the
above cited criteria (see 36CFR60.4, Part II (F). A copy of the Criteria for Historic
Significance is attached.

In my discussion I noted that in the 1920’s she had owned another cottage on Staten
Island (on Arbutus Lake), and that it was while there that she had given birth to her
daughter and made the decision to become a Catholic. It was my opinion then, as now, that
this was a far more important and productive period of residence on Staten Island than the
period in the mid-1970’s when she had completed her important work and was resting from
her labors. I did not, however, raise the issue of whether Dorothy Day had actually ever
occupied the bungalow referred to as the “Dorothy Day Cottage.” 1do so now.

It appears, based on information provided to me (See attachments), that Dorothy
Day did not occupy the “Dorothy Day Cottage” in Spanish Camp in the 1970’s, but rather
occupied a cottage on Zephyr Avenue, south and east of the entrance to Spanish Camp.
The information supporting this assertion includes:

e A deed (Liber 1524, Page 228) indicating that in 1961 she purchased property from
Elizabeth Rogers of Manhattan located within current Block 6452 that encompassed
three lots (then identified as Lots No. 20, 21, and 22 in Block 30). The deed
specifically described the boundaries as “Beginning at the corner formed by the
intersection of the southeasterly line of Zephyr Avenue and the southwesterly line of
Poillon Avenue . . .” According to another deed (Liber 1643, Page 361) dated
1964, she sold the property to Walter Stojanowski. At that time her place of
residence was identified, as it was on the 1961 deed, as 469 Bloomingdale Road,
Staten Island. Mr. Stojanowski states that Marge Hughes, who was identified as
living next door to Dorothy Day, occupied one of the cottages on this property in
1975 (See further discussion below).

e An article written by Dorothy Day in June 1975 describes Marge Hughes as
“wintering next door but . . . soon to return to West Virginia . . .” In the same
article she describes a visit on May 13, 1975 from Dr. William Miller, a historian,
who subsequently wrote in his biography of Dorothy Day that “To conserve her
energy and to have better air to breathe, she spent the winter of 1975 in one of the
two cottages on the beach at Staten Island that the Workers owned. She lived
alone, although Marge Hughes and her son, Johnny, were immediately at
hand in the next cottage” [Emphasis added] (W. Miller, 1982:501). Mr.
Stojanowski reports that Marge Hughes lived on Zephyr Avenue in 1975. The
precise details of Dorothy Day’s ownership of the cottage on Zephyr Avenue and
her later occupancy has not been determined — though it is probable that the lease

CITY/SCAPE: Cultural Resource Consultants
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Spanish Camp. Borough of Staten Island. Richmond County, New York

was with the Catholic Workers, rather than the two women — but it appears that in
1975 the two cottages on Zephyr Avenue were occupied by Dorothy Day and
Marge Hughes, who had been involved in the Catholic Workers Movement from its
earliest days.

e The records of the Spanish Naturopath Society indicate that in 1973 the cottage
referred to in my 1998 report as the “Dorothy Day Cottage” (Bungalow 27) was
purchased by Rosemary R. Morse, who continued to occupy the cottage until her
eviction in 1998. The rent records of the Treasurer of the Spanish Naturopath
Society indicate that she paid the land rent on the cottage in 1974-75. An
examination of the Spanish Camp land rent records do not reveal that Dorothy Day
was an owner or occupant of any bungalow in Spanish Camp, nor does it appear
that Bungalow 27 was owned or occupied by the Catholic Workers organization. In
any event, Dr. Miller states clearly that Dorothy Day lived alone, which suggests
that she was not residing in Spanish Camp with Rosemary Morse.

e Paul Fernandez, treasurer of the Spanish Naturopath Society from 1974 to 1982,
has written that he is unfamiliar with the name of Dorothy Day in relation to Spanish
Camp. He asserts that Rosemary Morse purchased the cottage in 1973 from
Manuel Gastro, and that she occupied the bungalow until 1998. He further asserts
that the members of the Society had no knowledge of Dorothy Day, and concludes
that Dorothy Day never owned a cottage in Spanish Camp nor lived there.

Based on this information, it appears that there are legitimate questions concerning the
information that identified Dorothy Day as the owner/occupant of the “Dorothy Day
Cottage.” Rather it would appear that in the mid-1970’s she spent time on Zephyr Avenue
in a cottage owned by Walter Stojanowski. Whether she leased the cottage or it was leased
on her behalf by the Catholic Workers organization is at present unknown.

Whatever the case, her apparent occupation of a cottage that was clearly not in
Spanish Camp, as well as the lack of familiarity with some one as renowned as Dorothy Day
by members of the Spanish Naturopath Society, including among them residents of Spanish
Camp, strongly suggests that some misconceptions concerning Dorothy Day’s residence on
Staten Island have arisen. For this reason, it is my contention that the designation of any
property within Spanish Camp as the Dorothy Day Historic Site by the Landmarks
Preservation Commission is inappropriate.

I would reiterate that, even if the information presented to the Commission
concerning the occupancy of Bungalow 27 by Dorothy Day were correct, the site would
still lack the historical significance to justify landmark status based on accepted criteria. As
stated above, it continues to by my conclusion that the “Dorothy Day Cottage” (identified
as Bungalow 27) was not her place of residence or even part time residence during the years
when she made her greatest contribution to the Catholic Workers movement and
Catholicism. Additionally, during the period of her greatest activism her time was divided
between a number of places owned and operated by the Catholic Workers movement,
including various sites in Manhattan, a farm in Tivoli and another in Pleasant Plains on

CITY/SCAPE: Cultural Resource Consultants
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Staten Island. In view of this, the designation of the cottage as the Dorothy Day Historic
Site can, at best, only be commemorative in nature, a criteria that is specifically excluded
under the Department of the Interiors Criteria for Historic Significance (36CFR60.4, Part
I1). 1 would further argue that, even if on occasion occupied by Dorothy Day (which
appears debatable), the cottage in Spanish Camp lacks the “exceptional significance” that
would allow an exception to the above cited criteria (see 36CFR60.4, Part II (F).

The case for designation of the “Dorothy Day Cottage” was never strong, but the
additional information referenced above reduces the supposed connection of Dorothy Day
with the Spanish Camp site. To restate our position, while there is an issue as to whether
Dorothy Day ever live in the “Dorothy Day Cottage,’ it appears from her writings that any
time she would have spent there would have been limited and the renown activities for
which she was known did not take place there.

Since I wrote the report on Spanish Camp several years have passed. The
Landmarks Preservation Commission indicated in 1997 that it was considering an action
concerning the designation of the “Dorothy Day Cottage”, but no action was taken. During
this period of time, Mr. DiScala has incurred significant delays. In view of the fact that
there is some real question whether Dorothy Day ever occupied the “Dorothy Day Cottage”
in Spanish Camp, and that, even if she did, the designation of the Dorothy Day Historic Site
is not justified based on accepted criteria, we ask that the Landmarks Preservation
Commission deny this requested designation.

Sincerely,

Wit Mt

Gail T. Guillet

Attachments

CITY/SCAPE: Cultural Resource Consultants
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Statement of the Historic Districts Council
Designation Hearing

Dorothy Day Historic Site
April 17,2001

The Historic Districts Council is the advocate for New York City’s designated historic
districts and neighborhoods meriting preservation.

While we are gratified to see that part of what remains of Spanish Camp has-been-
calendared-and will-be heard by the Landmarks Preservation Commission, we feel that the
larger district proposed by the Spanish Camp Preservation Coalition would better convey
the qualities of the site that make it significant. Enelosed-is-a-map-that outlines- the
-br51frﬁ‘d?iﬁes*that”weafeel~*wou*l'd“be‘"m‘o”re“ap’p’r‘opriate.

Bl . L . .
Eveftyo"ﬁe’of us on the side of historic preservation have undergone an unusually traumatic
series of events connected with the Spanish Camp site and the Dorothy Day cottage. There

have been few proposed landmarks that have aroused such passions on all-sides of the
issue. ~ bl

Spanish Camp is a site with multiple layers of significance, only one of which is the
important association with Dorothy Day. It was developed by the Spanish Naturopath
Society, a group of working-elass people of Spanish origin, as an experiment in communal
living in close association with nature. A physical reminder of a time and place where
people of very modest means could live in the countryside, near the beach, with direct
access to the natural world, it is one of the few such sites remaining in New York. The
natural setting of the modest vernacular cottages is an integral part, not only of their
appearance, but also of their meaning. The very qualities that designation of the larger area
would preserve are the reasons Dorothy Day was attracted to the site and spent much of the
last decade of her life there. The houses alone, without the surrounding wetlands, the
shoreline of the bay and pond and the vegetation and wildlife that flourish there, do not
fully tell the Spanish Camp story, or why the place was so important to the Catholic
Worker movement and to Dorothy Day.

Staten Island was uniquely important to Dorothy Day as the place of her conversion to
Roman Catholicism. She was attracted to the spiritual implications of living in poverty
close to nature and here at Spanish Camp, she was able to fulfill the spiritual needs she had
first experienced in similar surroundings not far away. Spanish Camp existed before
Dorothy Day, but the underlying philosophy behind its development made it a natural fit



for a woman who shunned material possessions and drew solace as well as inspiration from nature. This,
we acknowledge, is the site a candidate for sainthood in the Catholic Church turned to for much of the
last decade of her life. To remember Dorothy Day properly and the Spanish Naturopaths who preceded
her, it is necessary to protect the natural setting, of which the remaining cottages form a part. Otherwise,
they could be misinterpreted, in the future, as conventional week-end bungalows.

Even on a pragmatic level, designation of the larger site would be desirable. Since the-boundaries-of the”
gma%]@1:~s.itewdmQVngﬁtwincl.ud@veitherwe)dsfing*@rmapp@»wst‘rveetbeds;“fﬂe%sﬁi‘it%%\”iguld be inaccessible and
unviewable by the public, paradoxically making it more difficult to protect and regulate than the larger
historic district would be. Since most of the proposed new district is Designated Open Space created by
the Department of City Planning, where construction would not be permitted, there would be,
coincidentally, little further inconvenience to the owner.

HDC supports the creation, in theory, of the historic site proposed by the Landmarks Preservation
Commission, but urges that a further step be taken to enlarge the designated area and formally name it

the Spanish Camp Historic District.

Thank you for your attention.



The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission
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April 3, 2001

John Antoniello, Chairman

Staten Island Community Board No. 3
655-218 Rossville Avenue

Staten Island, NY 10309

Dear Mr. Antoniello:

OnTuesday, April 17,2001, in the Public Hearing Room of the Landmarks Preservation Commission,
100 O1d Slip, Borough of Manhattan, a public hearing will be held concerning the proposed designation of the
landmark and landmark site described on the attached page.

You and/or your representative are cordially invited to attend the proceedings and offer testimony
concerning the proposed designation. Or, if you prefer, you may send us a statement which will be read into
the record on April 17, 2001. If you wish to fax your comments, the Commission's fax number is (212) 487-
6723.

Please contact Amanda Pitman at (212) 487-6805 or via email at apitman @lpc.nyc.gov by Friday,
April 13, 2001, to find out the time this item is anticipated to begin. ‘

Sincerely yours,

TCund= Wit

Ronda Wist
Executive Director
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To: Amanda Pilttman
Landmarks Preservation Commiszssion
21248767595

Froms Charles Ritts
158 Decker Avenue
Statan Island, NY 10302
{(718) 447-34¢64

LI wanted to be there in person teday but the
last-minute change in time made that impossible. ]

i
o
X

Spanish Camp {(Staten Island)

Bate: April 17, 2001
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From: Mr. Charles Kitts
Re: Spanish Camp (Staten Island)
Date: 17 aApril 2007

What message are we giving £o our young people? My name
is Charles Kitts. I am a native of Staten Island and since 1969
I have been a social studies teacher in the New York City public
high schoel system. Presently I am teaching at Curtis High School
on Staten Island.

For years I have been telling my American History students
at Curtis that right in the neighborhood there was a stop on
the Underground Railroad. Their interest immediately picks up.
"Where?" they ask. A house right on Davis Avenue I tell them.
They are actually excited by that and every year I get 5-10
students that go over on their own to see a part of history.

No longer, however, will they have that opportunity. That house
was torn down just a few months ago. Some of my students went
over and reported what happened. "Why did they do that?" they
asked. All I could say was the owner wanted to build more houses
there to make more money. "But ..." They objected and wanted

to know why they had to destroy that old house which was
“special." After all, it stood for something, something
important,

The New York State Department of Education has just
annocunced that values must be taught in our classes. What values
did they learn in the above paragraph? If you have monsy in
& capitalist society, you can do anything you want and that
includes destroying history. That's what that house was to those
students. They could see a house that played a role in history.
People searching for freedom and racial eguality had to hide
in that house, Every year I could ssee students moved by that.
Not anymore,

Will we make the same mistake all over again? Dorothy
Day was a special woman. Some would call her a saint. She lived
in Spanish Camp. The bungalow she lived in has already beasn
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torn dewn. Why? Spite, greed, for no geood reason. S0 why not
dJust forget about it and build some more luxury homes? If we
do that, we will once again lose an opportunity to send the

right message to our young psople: the past is important.

Please, preserve the bungalows still there and allow
a Dorothy Day Memorial Park to be built there. It would be a
simple and guiet park right on the spot where Dorothy Day once
lived and walked. It would tell ths life of Dorethy Dav and
what she stood for. It would incorperate values that we should
all cherish and want ouxr young people to follow.

Dorothy Day's early life was a mess. She made terrible
mistakes, but she underwent a transformation and turned her
life around. She then devoted her life to caring for the poorest
among us. She didn't do this alone. She advocated community:
people working together to help others less fortunate with no
thought of any material reward for themselves. At the same time,
she advocated a complete commitment to nonviolence.

It’s hard to disagree with such values but what does
it have to do with the area on Staten Island under discussion?
Everything! She underwent her transformation right there on
that beach. She went for religious instruction to the church
right down the streset. When she got tired {after all, she was
human), she retreated to a tiny cottage right there overlooking
the bay, just like the ones still there. And she is buried a
short distance away. History comes alive when you do that and
values are made real. Or ... or what? We could say {(as I will
have to say next year in my American History class) that once
in this area there existed something special. A very great woman
who stocd for helping others, justice for all, and never hurting
anyone ouce lived on that spot where that big house is now.

Is that what Staten Island needs? Is there a shortage
of blg expsnsive houses on Staten Island? Can't they be built
somewhere else? Dorothy Day once lived there, Let's keep her
there. Allow the people of Staten Island a reminder of what
life once was. Let's do the right thing. After all, we have
too few saints in this life. ‘

TOTAL P &3
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Preserve & Protect, Inc.
Testimony in support of the designation of the Dorothy Day Historic Site,
Staten Island, NY.
By David Goldfarb, Chair, Preserve & Protect

Preserve & Protect is a not-for-profit organization which assists historic preservation
and environmental protection groups primarily by providing space for them on the World
Wide Web. We also help foster a dialog among preservation organizations over the
Internet and post preservation alerts and advocate for endangered properties.

I speak today as chair of Preserve & Protect, but I am also a vice president of the Historic
Districts Council, a member of the board of the Preservation League of Staten Island, and
[ am a founder and secretary of the Friends of the Dorothy Day Cottages. I have visited
Spanish Camp since coming to Staten Island 28 years ago, and visited frequently in the
past few years when friends lived there. I have brought a number of groups out to
Spanish Camp since 1997 when we began advocating with others for a Spanish Camp
Historic District.

I cherish my visits to Spanish Camp. You cannot set foot in Spanish Camp without
feeling its history. The setting on Raritan Bay and Seguine Pond, the cottages and the
people create a unique sense of place. Even as I recently visited the demolished cottages,
I could still envision the barking dogs, the yelling children and the open doors that had
always contributed to the feeling. It is easier to describe the feelings about the place than
it is to describe the physical structures that were there. Dorothy Day's biographer,
William D. Miller, when he visited her there, in trying to describe the cottages said that
the word "shacks" would be too mean and the words "beach cottages" would be too
grand.

Spanish Camp takes you over. To step into Spanish Camp is to step into another era and
a utopian dream of people living in harmony with nature and each other, cooking in a
large communal kitchen, coming together with their children on the commons to exercise,
to commune with nature, to live their lives simply, taking only what they need and
helping each other.

To visit Spanish Camp was to step back in time away from materialism and the crass
display of wealth so evident in the outside world. In going to Spanish Camp you could
not help but sense that the community there valued people over things and believed that
nature heals.

With the rest of us, I believe Dorothy Day would have grieved that once again poor
working families are pushed out of their homes to make way for the wealthy. It
demonstrates that we have not moved very far from the ills that Dorothy Day sought to
address for her whole life.

We can no longer preserve all of the cottages or even Dorothy Day's cottage, nor can we
now preserve the way of life that existed there, but we can preserve the spirit of Spanish
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Camp and of Dorothy Day by maintaining the few remaining cottages which remind us
among other things of the humble beginnings of the Catholic Worker which seeks justice
for poor people around the world.

That is why we support the designation of the Dorothy Day Historic Site. But at the same
time we ask the Landmarks Preservation Commission to consider a larger district that
includes the lane in front of what was Dorothy Day's cottage and runs from the Bay to the
Northern edge of the property and would include the Spanish Camp communal area. We
can preserve the broad open common areas that were places of reflection and inspiration
for Dorothy Day, her followers and the others that lived there and remain as a reminder to
us that individuals can make change in the world and make the world a better place.

So much has been lost, even since 1997 when preservation groups and the cottage owners
requested designation of the Spanish Camp Historic District, let us save what remains.
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TESTIMONY OF SENATOR JOEN J. MARCHI
ON PROPOSED LANDMARK DESIGNATION OF
DOROTHY DAY HISTORIC SITE

PUBLIC HEARING
TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 2001

Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the proposed landmerk status to be
conferred on 457 Poillon Avenue on Staten Island.

It would be an act of profound ignorance and neglect indeed, if the region of Staten Island
South Shore that Ms. Day called home for several years was not dedicated in an appropriate
fashion.

Ms. Day has been recognized around the world 23 an extraordinary human being, 2 wonderful
example of the importance of being “our brother’s keepsr”. She devoted her considerable
evergies and talents to working for the homeless and the poor 2nd was the inspirational founder
of the Catholic Worker movement. As a young man, | participated in the Catholic Worker
movement and had the privilege of knowing Ms. Day and can personally attest 1o her fortitude
and her intelligent devotion to the less formmnate. Shortly before his death, the late John Cardinal
O’Comner and T spoke about Dorothy Day’s importance to the working poor and to the labor
moverment.  Cardinal O’'Connor was a forcefil advocate for Vatican recognition of this
remarkable woman. He was iustrumental in the Varican's naming Ms. Day a "Servant of God”,
the first step toward possible beatification and canonization. Te have Ms. Day gain worldwide
recognition and admiration only to have Staren Island {ail to preserve evidences of her New
York roots would be a travesty.

Can we deny owr community’s right 10 venerate one of its own, 2 woman who oncs wrote [
always loved Staten Island and the beach .1 am at home there”™? The Staten Island beachfront
was her refuge. a plece she could come 1o find solace among friends and pesce in the work she
undertook, a place where she nurtured the underpriviieged and where she was nurtured in turn.
Will her time here be only a memory to be eroded with future generations unti! this community
and this city no longer revere her noble work?

The developer has obvious and legitimate rights which must be weivhed against our
commumuty’s obligation to preserve its hisiory. I sirongly urge the Landmarks Preservation
Commission to expedite the final processing of Landmark Site Status to 457 Poillon Avenue sc
that Dorothy Day’s Sraten Island connection will always touch the hearts and minds of the
people.
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THE SENATE
STATE OF NEW YORK
ALBANY 12247
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New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commission
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Senator John J. Marchu

Dorothy Day Histonic Site
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April 17, 2001
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Annexed please find my statement which I request be read o the record on Tuesday, April 17,
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Good morning Chairman Raab and Landmarks commission members.

My name is Gregory Markow. My family and | currently live in Great Kills and | have
been a Staten Island resident for 27 years. Approximately 2 years ago | went into
contract on, and subsequently purchased a ¥ acre piece of property in the Southeast
Anadale area. The property that | purchased is located next to Seguine Pond in
Spanish Camp. The acquisition of the property was suffused with the hopes and
dreams of any family looking at making a significant positive change in their lives. Those
hopes and dreams have paled somewhat in the last year as delays have mounted as

the result of the builder being besieged by various individuals and organizations.

| come today to City Landmarks to ask that you, the City Landmarks commission,

oppose Landmark or Historic District Designation for any portion of Spanish Camp.

During the last two years | have watched John DiScala bear the burden of having been
the individual who purchased Spanish Camp from the Spanish Naturopath Society. He
has been vilified and castigated in numerous less than objective newspaper articles. He
has been the subject of a large number of complaints to various City agencies each and
every time he has done any work at Spanish Camp. You, City Landmarks, have been
asked once to Landmark all of Spanish Camp, and more reéently again to Landmark

over half of Spanish Camp.

The people of Staten Island have been subject to a publicity campaign aimed at taking
John’s, and perhaps my families, property rights from us through the use of land-
marking. The proponents of Iahd-marking Spanish Camp have single mindedly pursued
preserving some or all of Spanish Camp for numerous reasons. They present their
case for Landmarking as though Spanish Camp were Public property. They
conveniently forget that it is private property and that John DiScala and we, the buyers,

have actually purchased that property.
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Some relevant history ...

Approximately three years ago the then residents of Spanish camp, when faced with
eviction, petitioned many politicians, organizations and city agencies in an attempt to
forestall those evictions and potentially prove that they had a right to live in Spanish
Camp. Judge Straneire ruled for the Spanish Naturopath Society and eviction
proceeded. The evicted residents also attempted to obtain Landmark status for the
entire Spanish Camp property. City Landmarks officially rejected such a designation

but reserved the right to pursue the land marking of the Dorothy Day cottages.

You must know that every copy of every plan that | have ever seen from John DiScala
included the two alleged Dorothy Day cottages. Every conversation that | ever had with
John regarding my property, which is two lots up from the Dorothy Day cottages, led me
to believe that John fully intended to preserve those cottages. My family, personally,

had no issue with living close to the cottages.

You may ask, “Why were the cottages torn down?”

| seem to know something about that because | had spoken to him earlier that day.
While he gave no indication of the pending event the frustration in his voice regarding
meetings he had had with The Friends of Dorothy Day and City Landmarks was highly
evident. Post demolition it was evident that he had reached his limits with the
unreasonable demands being made of him by The Friends of Dorothy Day. He, and we
the property owners, had waited two years for permits with no end in sight. What he did
may not have been morally correct but it was 100% his legal right and we cannot fault
him for that. Blame The Friends of Dorothy Day for imposing unrealistic demands in an
agreement that had been negotiated in good faith between City Landmarks and the
John DiScala.
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I now wish to dispel the myth of Dorothy Day and Spanish Camp.

One can immediately discern Dorothy Day’s fondness for the beach on Staten Island
from her writings. Those writings are available on the Internet and through various
books. It should be noted that most of those writings refer to her first home on
Huguenot Beach and later her two bungalows on Zephyr. Interesting enough, in the
writings that | have researched, she seems to never even mention Spanish Camp by

name.

| have also ascertained that she seems to have spent at most six summers and perhaps
one year at a bungalow in or near Spanish Camp. This bungalow may have been the
one located in Spanish Camp, it also may have been the one currently located on
Zephyr Ave. Assuming she spent her time at Spanish Camp it would have amounted to
less than approximately 1.7% or her life. She actually lived in the Maryhouse, a
Catholic Worker owned building, on East 3™ street on the lower east side. |
coincidently, grew up and spent the first ten years of my life on 3" street down the block
from Maryhouse. | can fully understand why she wanted to leave the oppressive
summer heat and noise of the lower east side for the cool breezy beaches of Staten

Island.

In examining your two files | noticed that they consist of about two inches of newspaper
clippings and little other research material. It is my hope that your researchers did not
solely rely on those files as a source of information for you to be able to make a

Landmarking determination.

You should know that the Preservation League of Staten Island’s Web Site, several

newspaper articles, and even the letter written to you on February 23 by Laura Hansen
of the Spanish Camp Preservation Coalition all contain erroneous information. They all
state that Seguine Pond is the last remaining brackish outlet to the Raritan Bay. Thisis

an incorrect statement. Seguine Pond has not been brackish for about 30 years since

Page 3 of 6



3/27/2001
it's outlet to the bay had been blocked by construction material. It is also not the only

brackish pond on Staten Island that drains into the Raritan Bay. They other pond
happens to be located on the Mt. Louretto Property.

| feel that | must highlight another often repeated, yet incorrect statement. In 1997 on

the PLSI Web site Tamara Coombs states, “The only extant structure on Staten Island
associated with Day's life is the bungalow at Spanish Camp”. We know this statement
to be incorrect in that a building that Dorothy Day, not the Catholic Worker, actually

owned and lived in still stands on Zephyr Ave.

I would suggest that much of what one could read in most of the newspaper articles
during the past two years was simply regurgitation of the same, and in many cases

incorrect, information.

It is evident that Dorothy Day did not spend a significant amount of time at Spanish
Camp as her supporters and the press would have us believe. Her address was 55

East 3" Street. Her writings state that, and even her death certificate states that.

| would ask:

Why wasn’t the cottage on Zephyr submitted for land marking?

Why wasn’t Maryhouse on East 3" street submitted for land, marking during the past two
years? (it is not currently land marked or in a designated historic district)

Why didn’t an organization as knowledgeable as the Friends of Dorothy Day or the
Staten Island Advance disclose the places where Dorothy Day actually lived versus just
visited?

Why hasn’t the Catholic Church asked the City to Landmark the alleged Dorothy Day
Cottages?
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Why hasn’t the Catholic Worker asked the City to Landmark the alleged Dorothy Day

cottages?

The friends of Dorothy Day have claimed that they have 2000 petitions asking for the
preservation of Spanish Camp. Each could have contributed $200 to purchase the
property and cottages at a fair market value of $800,000. Why purchase when you can

take.

I will leave for you the Landmarking Commission to draw it's own conclusions. | will
gladly submit any and all reference data if you wish to either corroborate or refute my

statements.
In closing ...

The developer has the support the community/gurrounding Spanish Camp. They do not
want a town house development built there. Spanish Camp is currently zoned R3-2 and
the developer would be in his right to build such. He does not want to. | don’t want him
to. He is actually down zoning the neighborhood by only building 38 homes with plenty

of open space, public access to the beach area and pond, and wide navigable streets.

I would offer that the City designating any part of Spanish Camp at this time is not only
irrelevant but also perhaps even improper. The remaining cottages have nothing to do
with Dorothy Day. They are no different than those in Walter Stojanowski’'s compound

or those on Zephyr. Those four cottages are actaally-illegakstructures partially located

on John DiScala’s property and Walter Stojanowski’s property. How can you landmark

one but not the other?

| would also ask that if you are considering the landmarking of the cottages because of
Dorothy Day that perhaps you should reconsider. You should ask yourselves if it is

appropriate that the City Government preserve structures and vacant land for non-
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rat those structures reside on

If you wish to landmark Spanish Camp for a “sense of place” place you need to take a
walk along the South Shore of Staten Island. There are several miles of publicly owned
beaches, parks and blue belt areas that all have a tremendous “sense of place” that far

supercedes that of Spanish Camp. None of those are land marked.

I ask and hope that you decline this land-marking request. Thank you for your time and

consideration.
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TESTIMONY OF SENATOR JOHN J. MARCHI
ON PROPGSED LANDMARK DESIGNATION OF
DOROTHY DAY HISTORIC SITE

PUBLIC HEARING
TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 2001

Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the proposed landmark starus to be
conterred on 457 Poillon Avenue on Staten Island.

lt would be an act of profound ignorance and neglect indeed, if the region of Staten Island
South Shore thar Ms. Day called home for several vears was not dedicated in an appropriate
fashion.

Ms. Day has been recognized around the wotld as zn extraordinary humen being, a wonderful
example of the importance of being “our brother’s keeper”. She devoted her considerable
energies and talents to working for the homeless and the poor and was the inspirational founder
of the Catholic Worker movement, As & young man, I participated in the Catholic Worker
movement and had the privilege of knowing Ms. Day and can personally attest to her forttude
and her intelligent devotion to the less forimate. Shortly before his death, the late John Cardinal
O’Connor and T spoke about Dorothy Day'’s importance to the working poor and to the labor
movement. Cerdinal O'Connor was a forceful advocate for Vatican recoguition of this
remarkable woman, He was instrumental in the Varican's nammg Ms. Day a2 "Servant of God”,
the first step toward possible beatification and canonization. To have Ms. Day pain worldwide
recoguition and admiration only to have Staten Island fail to preserve evidences of her New
York roots would be 2 travesty.

Can we deny our community’s right to venerate one of its own, a woman who once wrote “I
always loved Staten Island and the beach ... am at home there™ The Staten Island beackfront
was her vefuge, a place she could come to find solace among friends and peace in the work she
undertook, a place where she nurtured the underprivileged and where she was nurtured in twn.
Will her time here be only a memory to be eroded with firure generations until this community
and this ¢ity no longer revere her noble work?

The developer has obvious and legitimate rights which must be weighed against owr
commanity’s obligation 10 preserve its history. I strongly urge the Landmarks Preservation
Commission to expedite the final processing of Landmark Site Status to 457 Poillon Avenue so
that Dorothy Day’s Staten Island connection will always touch the hearts and miuds of the
people.
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The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission

100 Old Slip New York NY 10005 TEL: 212-487-6800 FAX: 212-487-6723 TTY: 212-487-
6745
nyc.eov/landmarks

April 3, 2001

Mr. John DiScala

Volpe DeSimone, Inc.
3155 Amboy Road
Staten Island, NY 10306

Dear Mr. DiScala:

In accordance with Section 25-313 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, you are
hereby notified that a public hearing regarding the proposed designation of the property listed on the attached
page will be held on Tuesday, April 17, 2001, in the Public Meeting Room at the Landmarks Preservation
Commission's building located at 100 Old Slip, Manhattan. You or your representative are invited to attend
the hearing to present information or testimony relating to the proposed designation.

Public notice of the hearing identifying the proposed Landmark and its site will appear in the City
Record of April 3, 2001, and each day (other than Saturdays, Sundays and holidays) thereafter until and
including April 17, 2001.

Please contact Amanda Pitman at (212) 487-6805 or via email at apitman@lpc.nyc.gov by Friday,
April 13,2001, to find out the time this item is anticipated to begin. If you have any additional questions about
the hearing, please call me at (212) 487-6820.

Sincerely yours,

Ronda Wist
Executive Director

RW:Irs
cc: Jennifer J. Raab, Chairman
Pat Corbo, Esq.

CERTIFIED NO. 7-340-327-863 and Z-038-086-994



NEW YORK CITY
LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
Tuesday, April 17, 2001

BOROUGH OF STATEN ISLAND

Dorothy Day Historic Site

457 Poillon Avenue, Staten Island.

Landmark Site: Borough of Staten Island Tax Map Block 6431, Lot 1 in part starting at a point 120'
southeasterly from the northeastern corner of Staten Island Tax Map Block 6431, Lot 26 and
proceeding southeasterly along the eastern boundary line of said lot for 90', then along an easterly line
extending at a 90 degree angle from said lot line to a point 150" from said lot line, then along a
northeasterly line for 90’ extending at a 90 degree angle from said point, then along a westerly line
extending at a 90 degree angle from said point to the point of beginning.



DOROTHY DAY HISTORIC SITE, 457 Poillon Avenue, Staten Island.

The social activist Dorothy Day (1897-1980) first moved to Staten Island’s south shore in 1924. She gave
birth to her daughter, Tamar, in Staten Island in 1927 and had her baptized at a local Catholic Church,
where Day was received into the Church on December 28, 1927. Inlate 1932 Day met Peter Maurin, and
they founded the newspaper, The Catholic Worker. The firstissue was distributed on May 1, 1933, which
cost a penny and the paper explored pacifism, anarchist utopianism and Catholic social thought through
essays and articles. That same year Day and her followers established a social movement of the same
name and opened a soup kitchen and later hospitality houses to feed and shelter the poor.

Throughout her life Dorothy Day maintained strong ties to Staten Island’s south shore, living intermittently
in a series of properties. She repeatedly stated her fondness for Staten Island and particularly its beaches.
In the 1970s Day’s doctors recommended that she take more time off. In 1972, the Catholic Workers
bought at least three cottages in Spanish Camp. Spanish Camp was created by the Hispanic Naturopath
Society, which was founded in 1928 and established a tradition of renting beachfront property where
members lived communally in tents set up on wooded platforms during the summer months. In 1948 the
Society bought 17 acres on Raritan Bay at 457 Poillon Avenue and erected over 50 bungalows and a
communal hall.

Day was probably attracted to Spanish Camp because of its communal lifestyle and modest beachfront
setting. Day called Spanish Camp her “oasis” and spent six summers there and all of 1975 before her
death in 1980. Day’s cottage was typical of Spanish Camp structures in its modest, cramped rooms,
synthetic siding, the outhouse, and simple wooden platform where she looked out at the bay. The
foundations of the cottage as well as those of the wooden house next door belonging to friends that she
frequently visited are included in this site. Day is buried on Staten Island. One of the four remaining
cottages was owned by Catholic Workers and Day frequented the house.
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%%mx »ﬁ,, 100 O1d Slip New York NY 10005 TEL: 212-487-6800 FAX: 212-487-6723 TTY: 212-487-
e 6745
NI nyc.cov/landmarks

April 3, 2001

Mor. John DiScala

Volpe DeSimone, Inc.
3155 Amboy Road
Staten Island, NY 10306

Dear Mr. DiScala:

In accordance with Section 25-313 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, you are
hereby notified that a public hearing regarding the proposed designation of the property listed on the attached
page will be held on Tuesday, April 17, 2001, in the Public Meeting Room at the Landmarks Preservation
Commission's building located at 100 Old Slip, Manhattan. You or your representative are invited to attend
the hearing to present information or testimony relating to the proposed designation.

Public notice of the hearing identifying the proposed Landmark and its site will appear in the City
Record of April 3, 2001, and each day (other than Saturdays, Sundays and holidays) thereafter until and
including April 17, 2001.

Please contact Amanda Pitman at (212) 487-6805 or via email at apitman@lpc.nyc.gov by Friday,
April 13,2001, to find out the time this item is anticipated to begin. If you have any additional questions about
the hearing, please call me at (212) 487-6820.

Sincerely yours,

. F
Ronda Wist -~

Executive Director

RW:lrs
cc: Jennifer J. Raab, Chairman
Pat Corbo, Esq.

CERTIFIED NO. Z-340-327-863 and Z-038-086-994



The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission

100 Old Slip New York NY 10005 TEL: 212-487-6800 FAX: 212-487-6723 TTY: 212-487-
6745
nvyc.gov/landmarks

April 3,2001

Mr. Walter Stojanowski
54 Orangesburg Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10312

Dear Mr. Stojanowski:

In accordance with Section 25-313 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, you are
hereby notified that a public hearing regarding the proposed designation of the property listed on the attached
page will be held on Tuesday, April 17, 2001, in the Public Meeting Room at the Landmarks Preservation
Commission's building located at 100 Old Slip, Manhattan. You or your representative are invited to attend
the hearing to present information or testimony relating to the proposed designation.

Public notice of the hearing identifying the proposed Landmark and its site will appear in the City
Record of April 3, 2001, and each day (other than Saturdays, Sundays and holidays) thereafter until and
including April 17, 2001.

Please contact Amanda Pitman at (212) 487-6805 or via email at apitman @lpc.nyc.gov by Friday,
April 13,2001, to find out the time this item is anticipated to begin. If you have any additional questions about
the hearing, please call me at (212) 487-6820.

Sincerely yours, .

@?%“ E |t
Ronda Wist
Executive Director

RW:Irs
cc: Jennifer J. Raab, Chairman
Walter Stojanowski, 16 Zephyr Avenue, Staten Island 10312

CERTIFIED NO. Z-089-697-946 and Z-089-697-948



The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission

100 Old Slip New York NY 10005 Hm.r 212-487-6800 FAX: 212-487-6723 TTY: 212-487-
. 6745
nyc.gov/landmarks

April 3, 2001

Mr. Tinino Solimine
21 Bennett Place
Staten Island, NY 10312-6068

Dear Mr. Solimine:

In accordance with Section 25-313 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, you are
hereby notified that a public hearing regarding the proposed designation of the property listed on the attached
page will be held on Tuesday, April 17, 2001, in the Public Meeting Room at the Landmarks Preservation
Commission's building located at 100 Old Slip, Manhattan. You or your representative are invited to attend
the hearing to present information or testimony relating to the proposed designation.

Public notice of the hearing identifying the proposed Landmark and its site will appear in the City
Record of April 3, 2001, and each day (other than Saturdays, Sundays and holidays) thereafter until and
including April 17, 2001.

Please contact Amanda Pitman at (212) 487-6805 or via email at apitman@lpc.nyc.gov by Friday,
April 13,2001, to find out the time this item is anticipated to begin. If you have any additional questions about
the hearing, please call me at (212) 487-6820.

Sincerely yours,
1

o Wit
Ronda Wist

Executive Director

RW:lIrs
cc: Jennifer J. Raab, Chairman

CERTIFIED NO. Z-089-697-947



NEW YORK CITY
LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
Tuesday, April 17, 2001

BOROUGH OF STATEN ISLAND

Dorothy Day Historic Site

457 Poillon Avenue, Staten Island.

Landmark Site: Borough of Staten Island Tax Map Block 6431, Lot 1 in part starting at a point 120’
southeasterly from the northeastern corner of Staten Island Tax Map Block 6431, Lot 26 and
proceeding southeasterly along the eastern boundary line of said lot for 90', then along an easterly line
extending at a 90 degree angle from said lot line to a point 150' from said lot line, then along a
northeasterly line for 90" extending at a 90 degree angle from said point, then along a westerly line
extending at a 90 degree angle from said point to the point of beginning.



The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission

100 Old Slip New York NY 10005 TEL: 212-487-6800 FAX: 212-487-6723 TTY: 212-487-
6745
nvyc.cov/landmarks

April 3, 2001

John Guild

Executive Director

Historic Richmond Town
Staten Island Historical Society
441 Clarke Avenue

Staten Island, NY 10306

Re: Edwards Barton House, 3742 Richmond Road, Staten Island (aka
275 Center Street and 279 Center Street).
Landmark Site: Borough of Staten Island Tax Map Block 4441, Lot 1

Dear Mr. Guild:

In accordance with Section 25-313 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, you are
hereby notified that a public hearing regarding the proposed designation of the property listed above will be
held on Tuesday, April 17, 2001, in the Public Meeting Room at the Landmarks Preservation Commission's
building located at 100 Old Slip, Manhattan. You or your representative are invited to attend the hearing to
present information or testimony relating to the proposed designation.

Public notice of the hearing identifying the proposed Landmark and its site will appear in the City
Record of April 3, 2001, and each day (other than Saturdays, Sundays and holidays) thereafter until and
including April 17, 2001.

Please contact Amanda Pitman at (212) 487-6805.or via email at apitman @lpc.nyc.gov by Friday,
April 13,2001, to find out the time this itemis anticipated to bevm If you have any additional questions about -
the hearing, please call me at (212) 487-6820.

Sincerely yours,

Cond-Wist”

Ronda Wist
Executive Director

RW:Irs
cc: Jennifer J. Raab, Chairman

CERTIFIED NO. Z-340-327-995



, NEW YORK CITY
LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
Tuesday, April 17, 2001

BOROUGH OF STATENISLAND

Dorothy Day Historic Site

457 Poillon Avenue, Staten Island.

Landmark Site: Borough of Staten Island Tax Map Block 6431, Lot 1 in part starting at a point 120'
southeasterly from the northeastern corner of Staten Island Tax Map Block 6431, Lot 26 and
proceeding southeasterly along the eastern boundary line of said lot for 90', then along an easterly line
extending at a 90 degree angle from said lot line to a point 150" from said lot line, then along a
northeasterly line for 90' extending at a 90 degree angle from said point, then along a westerly line
extending at a 90 degree angle from said point to the point of beginning.



The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission

100 Old Slip New York NY 10005 TEL: 212-487-6800 FAX: 212-487-6723 TTY: 212-487-6745
nyc.gov/landmarks

. April 3, 2001

Honorable Joseph Rose, Chairman
City Planning Commission

22 Reade Street

New York, New York 10007

Dear Chairman Rose:

On Tuesday, April 17,2001, in the Public Hearing Room of the Landmarks Preservatjon Commission,
100 Old Slip, Borough of Manhattan, a public hearing will be held concerning the proposed designation of the
landmarks and landmark sites described on the attached page.

You and/or your representative are cordially invited to attend the proceedings and offer testimony
concerning the proposed designation. Or, if you prefer, you may send us a statement which will be read into
the record on April 17,2001. If you wish to fax your comments, the Commission's fax number is (212) 487-
6723.

Please contact Amanda Pitman at (212) 487-6805 or via email at apitman@lpc.nyc.gov by Friday,
April 13, 2001, to find out the time these items are anticipated to begin.

Sincerely yours,

[Cpd Wist
Ronda Wist

Executive Director

RW:Irs
encl.



The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission

100 Old Slip New York NY 10005 TEL: 212-487-6800 FAX: 212-487-6723 TTY: 212-487-6745
nyc.gov/landmarks

April 3, 2001

Honorable Vito J. Fossella, Jr.
House of Representatives
4434 Amboy Road

Staten Island, NY 10312

Dear Congressman Fossella:

OnTuesday, April 17,2001, in the Public Hearing Room of the Landmarks Preservation Commission,
100 Old Slip, Borough of Manhattan, a public hearing will be held concerning the proposed designation of the
landmarks and landmark sites described on the attached page.

" You and/or your representative are cordially invited to attend the proceedings and offer testimony
concerning the proposed designation. Or, if you prefer, you may send us a statement which will be read into
the record on April 17, 2001. If you wish to fax your comments, the Commission's fax number is (212) 487-

6723.

Please contact Amanda Pitman at (212) 487-6805 or via email at apitman @lpc.nyc.gov by Friday,
April 13, 2001, to find out the time this item is anticipated to begin.

Sincerely yours,

Comda Wit

Ronda Wist
Executive Director

RW:lIrs

encl.



The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission

100 Old Slip New York NY 10005 TEL: 212-487-6800 FAX: 212-487-6723 TTY: 212-487-6745
nyc.gov/landmarks

April 3, 2001

Honorable Robert A. Straniere
New York State Assembly
182 Rose Avenue

Staten Island, NY 103006

Dear Assemblyman Straniere:

OnTuesday, April 17,2001, in the Public Hearing Room of the Landmarks Preservation Commission,
100 O1d Slip, Borough of Manhattan, a public hearing will be held concerning the proposed designationof the
landmarks and landmark sites described on the attached page.

You and/or your representative are cordially invited to attend the proceedings and offer testimony
concerning the proposed designation. Or, if you prefer, you may send us a statement which will be read into
the record on April 17,2001. If you wish to fax your comments, the Commission’s fax number is (212) 487-
6723.

Please contact Amanda Pitman at (212) 487-6805 or via email at apitman @Ipc.nyc.gov by Friday,
April 13, 2001, to find out the time this item is anticipated to begin.

Sincerely yours,

O List
Ronda Wist

Executive Director

RW:Irs

encl.



The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission

100 Old Slip New York NY 10005 TEL: 212-487-6800 FAX: 212-487-6723 TTY: 212-487-6745
nyc.eov/landmarks

April 3, 2001

Honorable John J. Marchi
New York State Senate
358 St. Marks Place
Staten Island, NY 10301

Dear Senator Marchi:

OnTuesday, April 17,2001, in the Public Hearing Room of the Landmarks Preservation Commission,
100 0ld Slip, Borough of Manhattan, a public hearing will be held concerning the proposed designation of the
landmark and-landmark site described on the attached page.

You and/or your representative are cordially invited to attend the proceedings and offer testimony
concerning the proposed designation. Or, if you prefer, you may send us a statement which will be read into
the record on April 17, 2001. If you wish to fax your comments, the Commission's fax number is (212) 487-
6723.

Please contact Amanda Pitman at (212) 487-6805 or via email at apitman @Ipc.nyc.gov by Friday,
April 13, 2001, to find out the time this item is anticipated to begin.

Sincerely yours,

1 Wi

Ronda Wist
Executive Director

RW:lIrs
encl.



The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission

100 Old Slip New York NY 10005 TEL: 212-487-6800 FAX: 212-487-6723 TTY: 212-487-6745
nvc.gov/landmarks

April 3, 2001

Honorable Stephen J. Fiala
New York City Council
3944 Richmond Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10312

Dear Councilman Fiala:

On Tuesday, April 17,2001, in the Public Hearing Room of the Landmarks Preservation Commission,
100 Old Slip, Borough of Manhattan, a public hearing will be held concerning the proposed designation of the
landmark and landmark site described on the attached page.

You and/or your representative are cordially invited to attend the proceedings and offer testimony
concerning the proposed designation. Or, if you prefer, you may send us a statement which will be read into
the record on April 17,2001. If you wish to fax your comments, the Commission's fax number is (212) 487-
6723.

Please contact Amanda Pitman at (212) 487-6805 or via email at apitman@][pc.nyc.gov by Friday,
April 13, 2001, to find out the time this item is anticipated to begin.

Sincerely yours,

Ronda Wist
Executive Director

RW:lrs
encl.



The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission

100 Old Slip New York NY 10005 TEL: 212-487-6800 FAX: 212-487-6723 TTY: 212-487-6745
nyc.gov/landmarks

April 3, 2001

John Antoniello, Chairman

Staten Island Community Board No. 3
655-218 Rossville Avenue

Staten Island, NY 10309

Dear Mr. Antoniello:

On Tuesday, April 17,2001, in the Public Hearing Room of the Landmarks Preservation Commission,
100 O1d Slip, Borough of Manhattan, a public hearing will be held concerning the proposed designation of the
landmark and landmark site described on the attached page.

You and/or your representative are cordially invited to attend the proceedings and offer testimony
concerning the proposed designation. Or, if you prefer, you may send us a statement which will be read into
the record on April 17, 2001. If you wish to fax your comments, the Commission's fax number is (212) 487-
6723.

Please contact Amanda Pitman at (212) 487-6805 or via email at apitman @lpc.nyc.gov by Friday,
April 13, 2001, to find out the time this item is anticipated to begin.

Sincerely yours,

TCund— Wik

Executive Director

RW:lrs
encl.



The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission

100 Old Slip New York NY 10005 TEL: 212-487-6800 FAX: 212-487-6723 TTY: 212-487-6745
nyce.gov/landmarks

April 3, 2001

Honorable Guy Molinari

Borough President of Staten Island
10 Richmond Terrace

Staten Island, NY 10301

Dear Borough President Molinari:

OnTuesday, April 17,2001, in the Public Hearing Room of the Landmarks Preservation Commission,
100 Old Slip, Borough of Manhattan, a public hearing will be held concerning the proposed designation of the
landmarks and landmark sites described on the attached page.

You and/or your representative are cordially invited to attend the proceedings and offer testimony
concerning the proposed designation. Or, if you prefer, you may send us a statement which will be read into -
the record on April 17, 2001. If you wish to fax your comments, the Commission's fax number is (212) 487-
6723.

Please contact Amanda Pitman at (212) 487-6805 or via email at apitman @Ipc.nyc.gov by Friday,
April 13, 2001, to find out the time these items are anticipated to begin.

Sincerely yours,

TCde Wist
Ronda Wist

Executive Director

RW:lrs
encl.



NEW YORK CITY
LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

- PUBLIC HEARING
Tuesday, April 17, 2001

s

BOROUGH OF STATEN ISLAND

Dorothy Day Historic Site

457 Poillon Avenue, Staten Island.

Landmark Site: Borough of Staten Island Tax Map Block 6431, Lot 1 in part starting at a point 120’
southeasterly from the northeastern corner of Staten Island Tax Map Block 6431, Lot 26 and
proceeding southeasterly along the eastern boundary line of said lot for 90", then along an easterly line
extending at a 90 degree angle from said lot line to a point 150" from said lot line, then along a
northeasterly line for 90’ extending at a 90 degree angle from said point, then along a westerly line
extending at a 90 degree angle from said point to the point of beginning.

Edwards-Barton House

3742 Richmond Road (aka 3738-3742 Richmond Road, 275 Center Street and 279 Center Street),
Staten Island.

Landmark Site: Borough of Staten island Tax Map Block 4441, Lot 1
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The moving drama of a great woman and the
humane movement she has sparked. . .
“Unreservedly recommended!”—Library Journal
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“GOING TO CONFESSION IS
HARD. WRITING A BOOK IS
HARD, BECAUSE YOU ARE ‘GIV

- YOU LOVE, YOU WANT TO GIVE
YOURSELF.”—Dorothy Day.

Dorothy Day has been giving of herself in many ways for
many years. To art. To social protest. To union organ-
izing. To love. To religion. And above all, to people—the
neediest and most desperate among us.

In her books, Dorothy Day gives of herself in a very spe-

are, and what she is, is something very important to every

commemorate this occasion, Curtis Books is making her

“a tribute to this remarkable woman, and as a rcciognition !
that her message is perhaps more vital today thanlever be- .~
fore. ' ' R
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“GOING TO CONFESSION IS HARD.
WRITING A BOOK IS HARD, BECAUSE
YOU ARE ‘GIVING YOURSELF AWAY.'
BUT IF YOU LOVE, YOU WANT TO GIVE

"YOURSELF."—Deorothy Day

Dorcthy Day has been giving of herself in many
ways for many years. To art. To social protest. To

“union organizing. To love. To religion. And above

all, tc people—the neediest and most desperate
among us.

In her books, Dorothy Day gives of herself in a very
special way. Her bocks do not preach. They do not
argue. They simply are, just ag Dorothy Day is. And
"what they are, and what she is, is something very
important {o every reader.

In 1872, Dorothy Day celebrates her 75th birthday.

To commemorate this occasion, Curtis ‘Rooks is

making her three major works available in paper-

back editions, both as a tribute to this remarkable

- woman, and as a recognition that her message i

_perhaps more vital today than ever hefore,
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Testimony
To the Landmarks Preservation Commission, NYC, April 17, 2001

Ladies and gentlemen of the Commission, good afternoon. My name is Mark
Kiley. I am President of the Friends of the Dorothy Day Cottages and Associate
Professor of Theology & Religious Studies at St. John’s University , Staten Island.

I come to you today with a problem. Repeatedly over the last several months, and
in anticipation of this hearing, conversation with fellow-passengers of the Gen-X variety
on the Staten Island Ferry has gotten around to my asking if they know who Dorothy Day
is. After a few seconds of embarrassed silence, my interlocutor eventually blurts out
something along the lines of “She’s that actress; the blonde, right?” I have taken to
carrying this photo with me whenever I ride the boat and well, frankly, it’s getting old.
At the end of these brief remarks, I will suggest a way you can help me unload this photo
once and for all.

As Isee it, there are three groups of people beside the potential homeowners for
whom this land will be important.

First, the American Catholic Church. As her cause for canonization moves
forward, I anticipate a time when American Catholics and other Christians will want to
see and pray at this place where Dorothy was. And its location at seaside makes it a
splendid base from which they may contemplate the story- within- the- story that was
Dorothy’s. In this season, the Christian church celebrates the appearance of a mysterious
stranger at seaside who provides a miraculous catch of fish to people who perhaps had
assumed that his story was over. In this morning light, however, these failed fishermen
took another step toward becoming disciples, and slowly realized that he had freely

handed himself over to an evil generation; that far from being a hapless victim, se was



Testimony
To the Landmarks Preservation Commission, NYC, April 17, 2001

Ladies and gentlemen of the Commission, good afternoon. My name is Mark
Kiley. Iam President of the Friends of the Dorothy Day Cottages and Associate
Professor of Theology & Religious Studies at St. John’s University , Staten Island.

I come to you today with a problem. Repeatedly over the last several months, and
in anticipation of this hearing, conversation with fellow-passengers of the Gen-X variety
on the Staten Island Ferry has gotten around to my asking if they know who Dorothy Day
is. After a few seconds of embarrassed silence, my interlocutor eventually blurts out
something along the lines of “She’s that actress; the blonde, right?” I have taken to
carrying this photo with me whenever I ride the boat and well, frankly, it’s getting old.
At the end of these brief remarks, T will suggest a way you can help me unload this photo
once and for all.

As Isee it, there are three groups of people beside the potential homeowners for
whom this land will be important.

First, the American Catholic Church. As her cause for canonization moves
forward, I anticipate a time when American Catholics and other Christians will want to
see and pray at this place where Dorothy was. And its location at seaside makes it a
splendid base from which they may contemplate the story- within- the- story that was
Dorothy’s. In this season, the Christian church celebrates the appearance of a mysterious
stranger at seaside who provides a miraculous catch of fish to people who perhaps had
assumed that his story was over. In this morning light, however, these failed fishermen
took another step toward becoming disciples, and slowly realized that he had freely

handed himself over to an evil generation; that far from being a hapless victim, se was



Testimony
To the Landmarks Preservation Commission, NYC, April 17, 2001

Ladies and gentlemen of the Commission, good afternoon. My name is Mark
Kiley. Iam President of the Friends of the Dorothy Day Cottages and Associate
Professor of Theology & Religious Studies at St. John’s University , Staten Island.

I come to you today with a problem. Repeatedly over the last several months, and
in anticipation of this hearing, conversation with fellow-passengers of the Gen-X variety
on the Staten Island Ferry has gotten around to my asking if they know who Dorothy Day
is. After a few seconds of embarrassed silence, my interlocutor eventually blurts out
something along the lines of “She’s that actress; the blonde, right?” I have taken to
carrving this photo with me whenever I ride the boat and well, frankly, it’s getting old.
At the end of these brief remarks, I will suggest a way you can help me unload this photo
once and for all.

As I see it, there are three groups of people beside the potential homeowners for
whom this land will be important.

First, the American Catholic Church. As her cause for canonization moves
forward, I anticipate a time when American Catholics and other Christians will want to
see and pray at this place where Dorothy was. And its location at seaside makes it a
splendid base from which they may contemplate the story- within- the- story that was
Dorothy’s. In this season, the Christian church celebrates the appearance of a mysterious
stranger at seaside who provides a miraculous catch of fish to people who perhaps had
assumed that his story was over. In this morning light, however, these failed fishermen
took another step toward becoming disciples, and slowly realized that he had freely

handed himself over to an evil generation; that far from being a hapless victim, se was






the fisherman and they the catch. He had deliberately provoked the greed and lethal
anger of a people whose horizon was confined to this world and he now opened their eyes
to see beyond their limitations to the saving experience of himself in glorified human
flesh. So too, not far from the present Day cabins, Dorothy lived and loved her partner
and fisherman Forster Batterham and their daughter Tamar. This period in the mid-20’s
was the culmination of a young life filled with passion to see that the rights of women to
vote and of workers to work in safety and earn a decent living be protected, that the
passions which fuel wars be de-fanged . Her conversion to Catholicism did not eliminate
but purified those passions. She disseminated the social teaching of the church in the
newspaper she co-founded, and to which she contributed in the 1970’s from the Staten
Island cabins, using the paper as a fishing hook of the Master. She invited others to be
caught as she had been caught, pulled from this watery world to breathe a purer air and
let others know that we do not have to resign ourselves to living in a fish-cat-fish world.

The second group for whom this land will be important are those who were
evicted from it a few years ago. They are testament to a time in New York when one did
not need a 7- figure investment portfolio to enjoy this part of God’s seashore. I have not
the slightest scintilla of doubt that if Dorothy were sitting in this room, her first stated
concern would be, not for her memorial, but for them.

And the third interested party brings me back to the photo I carry. This coming
Monday April 23, marks the 50" anniversary of Doris Day and Gordon MacRae’s
recording of On Moonlight Bay. It was popular but never made the charts. So in the
name of America’s future yoots who have been deprived of one Day’s Bay, I call on this

commission to give them another. And take this photo off my hands, please.
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PLACE MATTERS

a citywide advocate for New York’s places of history, tradition and community life L

Sponsored by City Lore and The Municipal Art Society of New York
457 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10022
Phone - 212.935.3960 Fax - 212.753.1816 Email - placematters@mas.org
www.placematters.net

Public Testimony to the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission
on the proposed designation of the Dorothy Day Historic Site
April 17, 2001

I'am Laura Hansen, a co-director of Place Matters, a project of City Lore and the Municipal Art
Society. I am also here as a founding trustee of the Friends of the Dorothy Day Cottages, a group that
remains committed to the care and interpretation of the site.

I'don’t come before you that often, but I hope to be here more frequently in the future, as the public
discussion grows about what kinds of places merit protection under the Landmarks Law. Today’s
hearing is especially important in the context of that larger discussion and the work of Place Matters.

Place Matters is committed to bringing recognition, in many different forms, to places throughout New
York that help us make connections to the past, that contribute to vital communities, and that sustain
what is distinctive about New York. We believe that landmark designation, and the protection it
confers on a property, is the most appropriate recognition for Spanish Camp. An array of interpretive
and commemorative acts of recognition would augment this designation, but without it we lose the
opportunity to use the power of place to literally encounter history.

I'say Spanish Camp today instead of the Dorothy Day Historic Site, because while we are happy to
see a designation hearing on this property, we would like the Commission to consider designating a
larger portion of it. In February 2001, on behalf of a coalition of organizations and individuals, Place
Matters submitted a Request for Evaluation to the LPC for a “Spanish Camp Historic District.”
Because the boundaries of that proposed district are primarily within the property’s Designated Open
Space, this larger area does not pose an additional burden to the owner. This larger area, which
includes the main lane and pedestrian pathway and the communal open spaces, does provide a context
critical to fully recognizing the significance of the site.

The official response to our Request for Evaluation stated that the Commission’s Designation
Committee “does not believe that the large complex as a whole possesses the architectural, historical or
cultural significance necessary to be a landmark.”

This begs the question: “What is a landmark?”

The architectural significance of Spanish Camp has been debatable since its evaluation began some
three years ago. One could argue that the cottages’ vernacular design as well as their typology as rare
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examples of urban beach bungalows meet accepted notions of architectural

significance, albeit outside the canon of high style. But that aside, the historical and cultural significance
of Spanish Camp is compelling and clear to a broad coalition from the religious and preservation
communities, as well as to historians, Staten Island residents and many members of the press.

Spanish Camp is important for its association with Dorothy Day. There is little argument about Day’s
significance as a historical figure. And there is a great deal of documentation of her achievements as a
religious leader and a social reformer. I want to go on record acknowledging Day’s significance, but I
won’t comment further on this, because it has been clearly presented by the Commission staff in the
introduction to this hearing.

While it is important that Dorothy Day lived in the bungalow at Spanish Camp — and there is ample
evidence that she did — the point is that she chose to live there. This is not a minor point; it is the crux
of determining significance.

Spanish Camp existed as a fully formed, compelling place before Dorothy Day’s arrival. It was created
by the Spanish Naturopath Society in a particular social context, and even as the composition of
residents changed through the years, the founding values of modest living and communal responsibility
continued to shape its character. Drawn to Spanish Camp as a place of spiritual and physical solace,
Dorothy Day conferred upon it a layer of significance, but not in isolation of its own past.

The fuller context of Spanish Camp contributes to the documentation of Dorothy Day’s life in a unique
and irreplaceable way: When we see where and how she lived, in the bucolic yet modest surroundings
that she chose as her personal retreat, her life’s work and its impact on the world is clearer. Protecting
the larger portion of the site — as we have proposed — is critical to that context.

Since 1996 when Spanish Camp and its potential demolition first became news, this place has helped
crystallize the debate about significance for so-called cultural landmarks. Its strong sense of place
derives not only from its association with an important individual, but also from the physical and natural
environment created to house a once common, and now rare, New York way of life, i.e., the collective
experience and cultural traditions of several generations of working people.

[As an aside, I would like to note that many of the property’s former residents wanted to be here today
but could not because of work schedules. Spanish Camp was home to working people from its
inception to its demise. |

This is certainly not the first Commission to grapple with the challenges a site like this poses to the
interpretation the Landmarks Law, and it certainly won’t be the last. And the staff deserves credit for
taking such an active interest in its preservation. The proposed Dorothy Day Historic Site is an
appropriate landmark, but we believe it is not enough. This hearing presents an important opportunity,
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and T am here to ask the Commission to recognize that meaning accumulates across time and
generations, and incorporates a range of cultural perspectives. In spite of the tragic loss of the Dorothy
Day Cottages, Spanish Camp has sustained a strong sense of place and historic significance. We have
not forgotten that this is private property. We believe that the preservation of a portion of it is in the

public interest.
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Notice of Public Hearing and Proposed Designation

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
April 17, 2001

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT PURSUANT to the provisions of Section 3020 of the New York City
Charter and Chapter 3 of Title 25 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (Sections 25-303 and
25-313)thaton Tuesday, April 17, 2001, at 9:00 a.m., the Landmarks Preservation Commission will conduct
a public hearing in the Public Meeting Room of the Landmarks Preservation Commission, located at 100 Old
Slip, City of New York, with respect to the following properties. Any person requiring reasonable
accommodation in order to participate in the hearing should call or write the Landmarks Preservation
Commission, [100 Old Slip, New York, NY 10005 -- (212) 487-6800] no later than five (5) business days
before the hearing.

There will also be a public meeting on that day.

Proposed for Designation as Landmarks and Landmark Sites

BOROUGH OF STATEN ISLAND

[LP-2092]
Dorothy Day Historic Site

457 Poillon Avenue, Staten Island.
Landmark Site: Borough of Staten Island Tax Map Block 6431, Lot 1 in part starting at a point 120’
southeasterly from the northeastern corner of Staten Island Tax Map Block 6431, Lot 26 and
proceeding southeasterly along the eastern boundary line of said lot for 90', then along an easterly line
extending at a 90 degree angle from said lot line to a point 150" from said lot line, then along a
northeasterly line for 90" extending at a 90 degree angle from said point, then along a westerly line
extending at a 90 degree angle from said point to the point of beginning.

[LP-2093]
Edwards-Barton House
3742 Richmond Road (aka 3738-3742 Richmond Road, 275 Center Street and 279 Center Street),
Staten Island.
Landmark Site: Borough of Staten island Tax Map Block 4441, Lot 1



CORRECTED COPY

Notice of Public Hearing and Proposed Designation

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
April 17, 2001

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT PURSUANT to the provisions of Section 3020 of the New York City
Charter and Chapter 3 of Title 25 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (Sections 25-303 and
25-313) thaton Tuesday, April 17,2001, at 9:00 a.m., the Landmarks Preservation Commission will conduct
a public hearing in the Public Meeting Room of the Landmarks Preservation Commission, located at 100 Old
Slip, City of New York, with respect to the following properties. Any person requiring reasonable
accommodation in order to participate in the hearing should call or write the Landmarks Preservation
Commission, [100 Old Slip, New York, NY 10005 -- (212) 487-6800] no later than five (5) business days
before the hearing. .

There will also be a public meeting on that day.

Proposed for Designation as Landmarks and Landmark Sites

BOROUGH OF STATEN ISLAND

[LP-2092]
Dorothy Day Historic Site

457 Poillon Avenue, Staten Island.
Landmark Site: Borough of Staten Island Tax Map Block 6431, Lot 1 in part starting at a point 120’
southeasterly from the northeastern corner of Staten Island Tax Map Block 6431, Lot 26 and
proceeding southeasterly along the eastern boundary line of said lot for 90', then along an easterly line
extending at a 90 degree angle from said lot line to a point 150" from said ot line, then along a
northeasterly line for 90' extending at a 90 degree angle from said point, then along a westerly line
extending at a 90 degree angle from said point to the point of beginning.

[LP-2093]

Edwards-Barton House
3742 Richmond Road (aka 3738-3742 Richmond Road, 4 Court Street), Staten Island.
Landmark Site: Borough of Staten Island Tax Map Block 4441, Lot 1 in part




DOROTHY DAY HISTORIC SITE, 457 Poillon Avenue, Staten Island, Block 6431, Lot 1, in
part.

The social activist Dorothy Day (1897-1980) first moved to Staten Island’s south shore in 1924. She
gave birth to her daughter, Tamar, in Staten Island in 1927 and had her baptized at a local Catholic
Church, where Day was received into the Church on December 28, 1927. In late 1932 Day met Peter
Maurin, and they founded the newspaper, The Catholic Worker. The first issue was distributed on May
1, 1933, which cost a penny and the paper explored pacifism, anarchist utopianism and Catholic social
thought through essays and articles. That same year Day and her followers established a social
movement of the same name and opened a soup kitchen and later hospitality houses to feed and shelter
the poor.

Throughout her life Dorothy Day maintained strong ties to Staten Island’s south shore, living
intermittently in a series of properties. In her writings, she repeatedly stated her fondness for Staten
Island and particularly its beaches. In the 1970s Day’s doctors recommended that she take more time
off. In 1972, the Catholic Workers bought at two cottages in Spanish Camp. Day had written to Walter
Stojanowski on January 26, 1972: “I’m very serious about that Spanish Camp bungalow you mentioned
that the Norwegian wanted to sell. . .My brother lives on Long Island butI've always loved Staten Island
and the beach there.” Spanish Camp was created by the Hispanic Naturopath Society, which was
founded in 1928 and established a tradition of renting beachfront property where members lived
communally in tents set up on wooded platforms during the summer months. In 1948 the Society bought
17 acres on Raritan Bay at 457 Poillon Avenue and erected over 50 bungalows and a communal hall.

Day was probably attracted to Spanish Camp because of its communal lifestyle and modest beachfront
setting. Day called Spanish Camp her “oasis” and spent six summers there and all of 1975 before her
death in 1980. Day described the situation in a 1975 letter: “We paid for the two 3-room bungalows,
not the land. Pay our share of taxes, city services water, street lights, electric. Mostly summer camp now,
but we stay all winter.” Her letters and columns for the Catholic Worker make references to her Spanish
Camp neighbors, Pat and Kathleen Jordan, John and Marge Hughes and to the “three-room cottage.” In
January 1975 she wrote: “Really I am to be envied. I am spending a good deal of my time at a little
three-room house on the beach, not too far away, where I can enjoy the beauties of sunrise over the bay
and the sunset, which, alas, comes all too early every afternoon.” And in autumn of 1977 she wrote: “In
many ways this has been a good summer for me, since I spent most of it on the beach in Staten Island,
where we have two small bungalows, where workers at St. Joseph’s and Maryhouse can go rest from the
hard life in the city.”

Day’s cottage was typical of modest Spanish Camp structures in its synthetic siding, the outhouse, and
simple wooden platform where she looked out at the bay. The foundations of the two Catholic Worker’s
cottages as well as those of the house next door are included in this site. Day is buried on Staten Island.
One of the four remaining cottages was owned by amember of the Catholic Workers and Day frequented
the house.
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DOROTHY DAY HISTORIC SITE, 457 Poillon Avenue, Staten Island, Block 6431, Lot 1, in
part.

The social activist Dorothy Day (1897-1980) first moved to Staten Island’s south shore in 1924. She
gave birth to her daughter, Tamar, in Staten Island in 1927 and had her baptized at a local Catholic
Church, where Day was received into the Church on December 28, 1927. In late 1932 Day met Peter
Maurin, and they founded the newspaper, The Catholic Worker. The first issue was distributed on May
1, 1933, which cost a penny and the paper explored pacifism, anarchist utopianism and Catholic social
thought through essays and articles. That same year Day and her followers established a social
movement of the same name and opened a soup kitchen and later hospitality houses to feed and shelter
the poor.

Throughout her life Dorothy Day maintained strong ties to Staten Island’s south shore, living
intermittently in a series of properties. In her writings, she repeatedly stated her fondness for Staten
Island and particularly its beaches. In the 1970s Day’s doctors recommended that she take more time
off. In 1972, the Catholic Workers bought at two cottages in Spanish Camp. Day had written to Walter
Stojanowski on January 26, 1972: “I’'m very serious about that Spanish Camp bungalow you mentioned
that the Norwegian wanted to sell. . .My brother lives on Long Island but I've always loved Staten Island
and the beach there.” Spanish Camp was created by the Hispanic Naturopath Society, which was
founded in 1928 and established a tradition of renting beachfront property where members lived
communally in tents set up on wooded platforms during the summer months. In 1948 the Society bought
17 acres on Raritan Bay at 457 Poillon Avenue and erected over 50 bungalows and a communal hall.

Day was probably attracted to Spanish Camp because of its communal lifestyle and modest beachfront
setting. Day called Spanish Camp her “oasis” and spent six summers there and all of 1975 before her
death in 1980. Day described the situation in a 1975 letter: “We paid for the two 3-room bungalows,
not the land. Pay our share of taxes, city services water, street lights, electric. Mostly summer camp now,
but we stay all winter.” Her letters and columns for the Catholic Worker make references to her Spanish
Camp neighbors, Pat and Kathleen Jordan, John and Marge Hughes and to the “three-room cottage.” In
January 1975 she wrote: “Really I am to be envied. I am spending a good deal of my time at a little
three-room house on the beach, not too far away, where I can enjoy the beauties of sunrise over the bay
and the sunset, which, alas, comes all too early every afternoon.” And in autumn of 1977 she wrote: “In
many ways this has been a good summer for me, since I spent most of it on the beach in Staten Island,
where we have two small bungalows, where workers at St. Joseph’s and Maryhouse can go rest from the
hard life in the city.”

Day’s cottage was typical of modest Spanish Camp structures in its synthetic siding, the outhouse, and
simple wooden platform where she looked out at the bay. The foundations of the two Catholic Worker’s
cottages as well as those of the house next door are included in this site. Day is buried on Staten Island.
One of the four remaining cottages was owned by a member of the Catholic Workers and Day frequented
the house.
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DOROTHY DAY HISTORIC SITE, 457 Poillon Avenue, Staten Island.

The social activist Dorothy Day (1897-1980) first moved to Staten Island’s south shore in 1924. She gave
birth to her daughter, Tamar, in Staten Island in 1927 and had her baptized at a local Catholic Church,
where Day was received into the Church on December 28, 1927. Inlate 1932 Day met Peter Maurin, and
they founded the newspaper, The Catholic Worker. The firstissue was distributed on May 1, 1933, which
cost a penny and the paper explored pacifism, anarchist utopianism and Catholic social thought through
essays and articles. That same year Day and her followers established a social movement of the same
name and opened a soup kitchen and later hospitality houses to feed and shelter the poor.

Throughout her life Dorothy Day maintained strong ties to Staten Island’s south shore, living intermittently
in aseries of properties. She repeatedly stated her fondness for Staten Island and particularly its beaches.
In the 1970s Day’s doctors recommended that she take more time off. In 1972, the Catholic Workers
bought at least three cottages in Spanish Camp. Spanish Camp was created by the Hispanic Naturopath
Society, which was founded in 1928 and established a tradition of renting beachfront property where
members lived communally in tents set up on wooded platforms during the summer months. In 1948 the
Society bought 17 acres on Raritan Bay at 457 Poillon Avenue and erected over 50 bungalows and a
communal hall.

Day was probably attracted to Spanish Camp because of its communal lifestyle and modest beachfront
setting. Day called Spanish Camp her “oasis” and spent six summers there and all of 1975 before her
death in 1980. Day’s cottage was typical of Spanish Camp structures in its modest, cramped rooms,
synthetic siding, the outhouse, and simple wooden platform where she looked out at the bay. The
foundations of the cottage as well as those of the wooden house next door belonging to friends that she
frequently visited are included in this site. Day is buried on Staten Island. One of the four remaining
cottages was owned by Catholic Workers and Day frequented the house.



DOROTHY DAY HISTORIC SITE, 457 Poillon Avenue, Staten Island.

The social activist Dorothy Day (1897-1980) first moved to Staten Island’s south shore in 1924. She gave
birth to her daughter, Tamar, in Staten Island in 1927 and had her baptized at a local Catholic Church,
where Day was received into the Church on December 28, 1927. In late 1932 Day met Peter Maurin, and
they founded the newspaper, The Catholic Worker. The firstissue was distributed on May 1, 1933, which
cost a penny and the paper explored pacifism, anarchist utopianism and Catholic social thought through
essays and articles. That same year Day and her followers established a social movement of the same
name and opened a soup kitchen and later hospitality houses to feed and shelter the poor.

Throughout her life Dorothy Day maintained strong ties to Staten Island’s south shore, living intermittently
in a series of properties. She repeatedly stated her fondness for Staten Island and particularly its beaches.
In the 1970s Day’s doctors recommended that she take more time off. In 1972, the Catholic Workers
bought at least three cottages in Spanish Camp. Spanish Camp was created by the Hispanic Naturopath
Society, which was founded in 1928 and established a tradition of renting beachfront property where
members lived communally in tents set up on wooded platforms during the summer months. In 1948 the
Society bought 17 acres on Raritan Bay at 457 Poillon Avenue and erected over 50 bungalows and a
communal hall.

Day was probably attracted to Spanish Camp because of its communal lifestyle and modest beachfront
setting. Day called Spanish Camp her “oasis” and spent six summers there and all of 1975 before her
death in 1980. Day’s cottage was typical of Spanish Camp structures in its modest, cramped rooms,
synthetic siding, the outhouse, and simple wooden platform where she looked out at the bay. The
foundations of the cottage as well as those of the wooden house next door belonging to friends that she
frequently visited are included in this site. Day is buried on Staten Island. One of the four remaining
cottages was owned by Catholic Workers and Day frequented the house.
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- Old Age: Letters to Friends

Pray for us all, and for me that I get my strength back
and can renew myself come spring in a little travel again.

SISTER PETER CLAVER, JULY 28, 1977

So good to hear from you and I do thank you for the Ordo.
Remember how Jesus said “It is written, It is written, it is
written” when he was tempted? I suddenly realized He
read the Scriptures—O.T., and Psalms also. True God and
True Man! Sorry to miss our retreats but I am “poorly” as
the saying is. Travel and the excitement of retreats is to0
much. I am on the beach, very beautiful here. ‘

NINA, AUGUST 12, 1977

In the “olden days” in Chicago, did you ever with other
Chicago and Milwaukee CW’s go to Msgr. Hellriegel in
Missouri—outside of St. Louis, to visit? A great liturgist
and a wonderful sung Mass by all the school children.
I'm on Staten Island, resting up and getting weary of it.
Pouring rain today and doing my duty clearing up some

NINA, OC’I‘CBER 5, 1977

Your generous help went into the bank while I try to make
up my mind what to do. I've been feeling so “under the
weather,” weak and depressed, lately that I hesitate to take
any trips except to Tivoli where Deane bears up so val-
jantly in the face of her blindness. . . . I'm going there
this weekend, I think, I am in the city now where we have
such good help. . . .
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“Santana got federal help to deal with bullylng.” HOW~ A WALS
planes located the bullies as they huddled on a corner for a
smoke, and a carrier group sent in Tomahawks to blow them
into lunchmeat? No. Three years before the shooting, the school

James Lileks’ column appears Thur
reached at james lileks @ newhouse

ST Advarce 3/570¢

Letters o

Signficance of the lost cottages
was their meaning to Dorothy Day

Regarding Spanish Camp — what do you say?

... The subject of this brouhaha is most likely looking down and
seeing the circumstances unfold, and she is shaking her head and
then turning back her attention to what was important in her life:
The hungry, the poor. The land probably meant nothing to her, ex-
cept in the ways that it should mean something to us.

Dorothy Day sought shelter and refuge in a tiny cottage over-
looking the bay, which feeds into the ocean, which washes out
across the world that her God made. .. .

The building, by no means, was architecturally anything. It pro-
vided shelter to is inhabitant. Nothing else. The land fed that in-
habitant’s soul and gave her the ability to continue on with her
mission.

Most Staten Islanders have no idea where Spanish Camp was, oT
what it was, or why we should care now. The fact people didn’t
know where or what is what made it special. . . The land was sold
to the Spanish Naturopath Society by my family way back when. I
still have a cousin who remembers going and collecting the rent
from the tenants before the Society bought it. It was like nothing
else you will ever find again in this city; the last tiny remainder of
what this Island once was ... The view from the bluff was breath-
taking — no city in sight. ... The area where Dorothy Day’s cot-
tage was sits high. It can’t be built on because it is not stable
enough. Anyone who ever walked along that beach could see that.

The developer of the land must be aware of that. And he wants to
build expensive homes. Well, I guess that is his right; the courts
said so. I can't agree because while I can understand everyone
needs a place to live, more and more quickly the place they chose
to move to, Staten Island, is disappearing . . .

What the real sin is is that Dorothy Day devoted her life to the
poor and now this land is all private, and only the very rich will
ever be able to look out and see the sights she saw ... And people
who can pay close to a million dollars for a home should never
have to look out their window and see the tiny cottage of a poor
woman.

On the land where a saint once lived, a pavilion should be built.
It should be simple. It should have wooden chairs, all facing the
water, and it should be quiet. The cottages still left should be pre-
served as an example of the kind of shelter she sought. One should
be made into a non-denominational chapel. Another. a small mu-
seum. . ..

In life there are too few real saints. The ones we have should be

honored.
TRISH CASEY
West Brighton

Ferry employees do a fine job
under difficult circumstances

The following was sent to Pamela Cess, director of ferry
operations, New York City Department of Transportation:

I have been riding on the Staten Island Ferry for most of my lite.
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member Dorothy Day

e

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE JORDAN FAMILY

: Marge Hughes, left, and Dorothy Day admire Patrick Jordan’s son, Justin, as his daughter,

- Hannah, holds a doll. The July
Camp bungalow. ‘

DiScala told Jordan that several
original members of the Spanish
Naturopath Society have said Ms.
Day never lived at the camp.
Some society members made a
similar argument in 1997, when
they were in contract to sell the
land.

The Spanish Naturopath Soci-
ety, once a close-knit community
made up of Spanish immigrants
who established the_ seaside re-
" treat in the 1920s, sold the land
last year to three builders, includ-
ing DiScala. People who owned
bungalows there, but not- the land
" underneath, lost their court battle

to keep their houses.

DiScala and others argue that

the Landmarks Preservation
Commission should have looked at
other properties Ms. Day once
owned, including two bungalows
at the foot of Zephyr Avenue,
which is located just outside the
former Spanish Camp. “What
proof do they have that she lived
in Spanish Camp, aside from one
or two people saying that she
did?” DiScala said.

Jordan sald some of those soci-
ety members were not full-time
residents of the camp and could
have easily missed Ms. Day when
she came to camp in the fall and
winters during the 1970s.

He said the cottages on Zephyr
Avenue were sold in the i60s and

1977 photo was taken in the backyard of Ms. Day’s Spanish

have since been converted and
changed. The Catholic Worker
purchased the bungalows at Span-
ish Camp in the early 1970s, on the
basis of a handshake, recalled Jor-
dan.

He said that while Ms. Day still
spent time at the Catholic Worker
headquarters in Manhattan and
traveled over the years, the camp
was a place she came to more and

. more in the 1970s.

“She was a well-known person
with a tremendous number of bur-
dens and a need to find a place
where she could find some soli-
tude. Those places were hard to
come by ... so to be out there at
Spanish Camp gave her the type of
space that she needed.”
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Information and Records Access Tracking Form

'Email this request to a staff

Save this form member |
Access Request Type: .
|| Application Information "] Notice of Compliance "Sign-off" [X| Records Access & FOIL
| | Directory Assistance | Permit Status [ Research
| | Landmark Certification [ ] Preservation Information [ ] Violation Information
| | Legal Information ] Public Hearing Information __ Other
|| Media/Press | ] Publications Information

Received by: Doris Hernandez/Lpc

Assigned to:Lorraine Roach-Steele/Lpc

For Fiscal Year:2004

Date of request:12/01/2003

Date Received:12/01/2003

Request answered: @ No (O Yes See outcome

Subject of Inquiry:Dorothy Day Site at Spanish Camp on Sli, aka 457 Poillon Ave
Docket Number:

Inquiry details:All files. Wants to understand status.

Date Request Answered:

Comments: Show material to MAS before showing it to requestor

Answer:
Follow-up:
Disposition Date:
Respond via: || Telephone
L] Fax
"1 Mail
] Email
| In person "may be messenger pick-up"
Answered by:

pa
Requestors First Name: Gregory S AMakeo &) 1 lne. Mt <+ Cas. Coxe Yo CA°.
Requestors Last Name: Markow 7 ot &WM’ Cotortpientd .

Requestors Affiliation: -

Requestors Phone: 917 748 3573




Requestors Fax:

Requestors Email:

Requestors Address:

114 Giffords Lane

Requestors City:

Staten Island

Requestors State: NY

Requestors ZIP: 10308

Address:

Block:

Lot:

Borough: (U Bronx O Brooklyn O Manhattan O Queens O Staten Island

Address letter to:

|1 Mail directly to Borough Office

[ ] Address to Borough Office Send to requestor

Landmark Status Verified: O Yes @ No

Ape

Bliohs oo fe 2ol acmesed je Jho. [hackrls



Page 1 o1

N/
I NYC goy Home

Funetion 1: Geographic %ni’ormaﬁon by Address

Addresg Number (if any): 457
Street Name / Place Name: Poilion Ave
Select Borough: Staten Island

2 Show Politica| Information

G%gm;ﬁeia info{maﬁon forasy POILLON AVENUE in STATEN 15

Report Error | View Help

Ge

Ographic lnformation:

Community District 503
176 Xy Coordinates: 936237 / 130313
2010 Censuys Block: 3028 Low House Number- 439
1990 Censys Tract; 176 High House Numper- 493
Dynamic Block; 448 Segment Ip ; Length: 0003351 /251
LION Face Code: 5528 Street Code: 4355001019
LION Sequence Numper- 09090 Preferreq LGc: 01
Low Eng Cross Streets: High Eng Cross Streets:
543769 POUGHKEEPSIE COURT 556696 ZEPHYR AVENUE

City Service lnformation

Police Borough 7
Command:

Police Precinct: 123 Sanitation Subsection: 7C

Fire Division: 8 Regular Sanitation Pick~Up: MTH
Fire Battalion: 23 Recycling Sanitation Pick-Up: ETH
Fire Company: E 164 bor Street Light Area: 5
Health Area: 0800 Schoot District: 31
Healith Center District; 51 Cch Eligibility: Ineligible

Sanitation District Section: 503/037

Politica) lnformation:

Congressional District: 11 Senatoria; District: 24
Civil Court District; 2 City Councj District: 51
Assembly District; 62 Election District:

http://geo.nycnet/dcp/gt/ﬂ JSP?Submit=trrn 0.1



- Property Profile Overview Page 1 of 1

Bui;diﬂgﬁ CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP FOR BUILDINGS NEWS
NYC Department of Buildings
Property Profile Overview .
457 POILLON AVENUE STATEN ISLAND 10312 BIN# 5848682

POILLON AVENUE 457 - 457 Health Area : 800 Tax Block 1 6431
Census Tract 1176 Tax Lot 1
Community Board 1503 Condo :NO
Buildings on Lot © 8 Vacant :NO

View DCP Addresses... Browse Block

View Zoning Documents View Challenge Results Pre - BIS PA View Certificates of Occupancy

Cross Street(s): POUGHKEEPSIE COURT, ZEPHYR AVENUE

DOB Special Place Name:

DOB Building Remarks: TENTATIVE LOT 3

Landmark Status: C - CALENDARED Special Status: N/A

Local Law: NO Loft Law: NO

SRO Restricted: NO TA Restricted: NO

UB Restricted: NO

Little 'E' Restricted: N/A Grandfathered Sign: NO

Legal Adult Use: NO City Owned: NO

Additional BINs for Building: NONE

Special District: SRD - SOUTH RICHMOND DEVELOPMENT

This property is located in an area that may be affected by the following:

Tidal Wetlands Map Check: Yes
Freshwater Wetlands Map Check: Yes Click here for more information
Coastal Erosion Hazard Area Map Check: Yes

Department of Finance Building Classification: VO-VACANT LAND

Please Note: The Department of Finance's building classification information shows a building's tax status, which may not be the same as the legal use of
the structure. To determine the legal use of a structure, research the records of the Department of Buildings.

Total Open Elevator Records
Complaints . 5 0 Electrical Applications
Violations-DOB 0 0 Permits In-Process / Issued
Violations-ECB (DOB) 28 19 llluminated Signs Annual Permits

This property has 17 open ECB "Work Without A Permit” Violations and may be Plumbing Inspections
subject to DOB civil penalties upon application for a permit. After obtaining the Open Piumbing Jobs / Work Types
permit, a certificate of correction must be filed on the ECB violations.

Facades
Jobs/Filings 16 Marquee Annual Permits
ARA / LAA Jobs 0 Boiler Records
Total Jobs 16 DEP Boiler Information
Total Actions 0 Crane Information

After Hours Variance Permits

OR Enter Action Type:
OR Select from List:

Select...

AND [__Show Actions_|

If you have any questions please review these Frequently Asked Questions, the Glossary, or call the 311 Citizen Service Center by
dialing 311 or (212) NEW YORK outside of New York City.

http://a810-bisweb.nyc.gov/bisweb/PropertyProfileOverviewServlet?boro=5&houseno=457...  2/4/2014
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