
















































































































































































































































































February 2, 2006

New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission
1 Centre Street, 9™ Floor North

New York, NY 10007

Attn: Mary Beth Betts

Re: 6136 Amboy Road, Staten Island Michele Moschides
RFE: April 2005 137 Fisk Avenue
Response May 5, 2005 Staten Island, NY
No determination 10314

Dear Ms. Betts,

I sent in an RFE approx April 2005 for the above referenced property. You responded on
the above referenced date. However, I am still awaiting a determination.

I have heard almost two vears ago that the LPC had a hold on RFE’s on Staten Island due
to a possible survey of the entire Island and that certain properties that were nominated
are being put on a “list.” T have no idea whether or not this is even true or if a possible
survey is ever going to get off the ground.

I have no involvement with the local preservation organization on the Island. I am a
Historic Preservation Specialist and work independently. In my opinion, I certainly
thought this property was worthy of investigation. We have not had such a property
landmarked on Staten Island in quite some time. Although we are grateful for receiving
several recent landmarks on the Island, several have been vernacular Second-Empire
houses. I think that this ¢1830 house would be a refreshing change.

This is the second time I am writing about the above reference property. Please let me
know if there is any way you can have someone come out and look at it. Since the
surrounding area is being developed, it is in danger.

Michele Moschides



The New York City Landmarks Preservation Cormmission
1 Centre Street, 9th Floor North NY NY 10007 Tel: 212-669-7700 Fax: 212-669-7960 TTY 212-669-7788
http://myc.gov/landmarks

May 5, 2005

Ms. Michele Moschides

137 Clinton B. Fisk Avenue
Staten ISland, NY 10314

Re: 6136 Amboy Road, Staten Island

Dear Ms. Moschides

Thank you for submitting a request for evaluation. Staff will review the material and keep
you informed of the process. We appreciate your interest in historic preservation and in the work

of the Landmarks Preservation Commmission.

Sincerely,

e, Bz CHrT

Mary Beth Betts
Director of Research



The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission
1 Centre Street, 9th Floor North NY NY 10007 Tel: 212-669-7700 Fax: 212-669-7960 TTY 212-669-7788
http:/fnyc.gov/landmarks

May 5, 2005

Ms. Michele Moschides

137 Clinton B. Fisk Avenue
Staten ISland, NY 10314

Re: 6136 Amboy Road, Staten Island

Dear Ms. Moschides

Thank you for submitting a request for evaluation. Staff will review the material and keep
you informed of the process. We appreciate your interest in historic preservation and in the work
of the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

Sincerely,

G rnery 7zA Ft7T

Mary Beth Betts
Director of Research



THE CITY OF NEW YORK LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
1 CENTRE STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 10007
TEL: (212) 669-7700 FAX: (212) 669-7960

REQUEST FOR EVALUATION

The Landmarks Preservation Commission is responsible for safeguarding the architectural, histdr-ical and
cuitural heritage of New York City.

the architectural, historical or cuiturai significance of properties throughout the five boroughs. ifa property
appears to meet the criteria for designation as a Landmark, the staff rmay recommend it for consideration by

To request an evaluation, please fill out this form and return it to the address below. Please provide as mgégah

information about the property as you can and, if possible, include a photograph. =2,
Thank you for your interest in the work of the Commission. i:i
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
1 CENTRE STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 10007
TEL: (212) 669-7700 FAX: (212) 669-7960

REQUEST FOR EVALUATION

The Landmarks Preservation Commission is responsible for safeguarding the architectural, historical and
cultural heritage of New York City.

The Commission's Research Department is pleased to accept requests from the public for the evaluation of
the architecturai, historical or cultural significance of properties throughout the five boroughs. If a property

appears to meet the criteria for designation as a Landmark, the staff may recommend it for consideration by
the Commission.

To request an evaluation, please fill out this form and return it to the address below. Please provide as much
information about the property as you can and, if possible, include a photograph.

Thank you for your interest in the work of the Commission.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

Youur Ncme Daylime Telephone No.
Ronald L. Rizzotti (718) 556-7297
Mailing Address ’ Apartment
350 Ricbhmond Terrace 2H
City : . . State _ Jpcode
Staten Island : NY 10301
Today's Date B
January 30, 2006

PROPERTY 0136 Amboy Road, Block 6805, Lot 137 - Tottenville, Staten Island

To B E Address
EVALUATED

Narne (if any)

Building Type (Original Use)

Architect (if known)

ADDITIONAL  PLEASE INDICATE BELOW ANY ADDIMIOMAL INFORMATION YOU MAY HAVE CONCERNING THE PROPERTY:
INFORMATIORN HISTORY, SISNIFICANCE, PRESENT CONDITIONS, CURRENT STATUS, CURRENT USE, atc.

Greek/Gothic Revival
See enclosed photos.

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TC: Mary Beth Betls, Diref:tor of Resgqrch
. Landmarks Preservation Commission RV, 5199
1 Centre Street, 9th Floor, New York, N.Y. 10007 ev. 9
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The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission
I Centre Street, 9th Floor North NY NY 10007 Tel: 212-669-7700 Fax: 212-669-7960 TTY 212-669-7788
http:/nye. gov/landmarks .

October 3, 2006

Ms. Michele Moschides

137 Clinton B. Fisk Avenue
Staten ISiand, NY 10314

Re: 6136 Amboy Road, Staten Island

Dear Ms. Moschides

A senjor staff committee of the Commission has reviewed the information you recently
submitted. The property referenced above will be presented for further discussion to the
Commissioners, who will determine whether to calendar a desi gnation hearing for this property.

We will keep you informed about the status of this matter.

We appreciate your interest in historic preservation and in the work of the Landmarks
Preservation Commission.

Sincerely youfs,

Z> oz S

Mary Beth Betts
Director of Research

cc: Ronda Wist, Executive Director
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*“time of the hearing; no

Iandmarks Preservation Commissicon
May 1, 1990; Designation List 225
LP-1707

HENRY HOGG BIDDLE HOUSE, 70 Satterlee Street, Borough of Staten Island.
Built late 1840s.

ILandmark Site: The property consisting of Staten Island Tax Map Block
7966, Lot 75 and the adjacent mapped roadbed of Pittsville Avenue extending
to the northern boundary of Conference House Park (formerly Tax Map Block
7960, Lot 100, now Block 7857, Lot 100).

On February 7, 1989, the Iandmarks Preservation Commission held a
public hearing on the proposed designation as a ILandmark of the Henry Hogg
Biddle House and the proposed designation of the related Iandmark Site
(Ttem No. 12). The hearing had been duly advertised in accordance with the

provisions of law. Three witnesses spoke in f'éi:‘\?én:-of-de.signati"on. No
witnesses spoke in opposition to designation. Counsel for the estate of |, ..
the owner expressed concern about designation, but’took no pesition at the;.

stbsequént /communication has

.- Landmarks Commission :

DESCRTPTION AND ANALYSIS , ..

e 1 rHOgg ,B‘id-dle_ House;

40505 ¥ tave

At in the 1a

" - surviving example of a.house that combines in its design spring eave

construction with Greek Revival style-architectuwe: The French-derived
spring or bell-cast eave was widely used on Staten Island from the late
17th century on. Its combination here with a two-story tall Greek Revival
columned portico illustrates one of the most striking of the responses made
by Staten Island builders to the high style Greek Revival residences built
there by wealthy New York City merchants in the 1830s.

The Biddle House is particularly unusual in that it preserves an
extremely rare, and possibly unique, instance on Staten Island and in the
rest of New York City of double-height Greek Revival style porticoes used
at the front and rear elevations of a structure, creating a dramatic and
imposing effect. The twin porticces of the Biddle House are a response to
its attractive elevated location and provide it with impressive facades
whether seen and approached from the street or from the waterfront. TIts
setting, which includes a long approach drive, fencing and plantings,
enhances the character of the architecture.

The Biddle House design expresses the self-described status of its
original owner, Henry Hogg Biddle, as a "gentleman," and his position as an
important member of both the immediate community of Unionville and the
larger village of Tottenville. Today the house stands as a major menument
of 1oth-century vernacular architecture on Staten Island.




the entire Butler farm from the island’s north-shore-based developers,
William Staples and Minthorne Tompkins. Defaulting on the mortgage, he was
able to re-acquire the Butler family farm in 1840 at a public auction. His
land transactions in the following decade, however, suggest an improved
econamic status. A mmber of purchases and sales in the developing
village of Stapleton which involved Biddle, Staples and Tompkins are
recorded. During the same period, as the village of Tottenville entered a
period of growth, Biddle also began to sell off small plots carved out of
the northerrmost reaches of the Butler farm. He also played a role in the
c.1850 development of the Butler waterfront lands on the northern side of
Amboy Road as a temperance park, picnic grounds and popular gestination for
day-trip steamboat excursions from Manhattan and New Jersey.3 It was
during this period that he married his second wife, Margaret, in 1844.
Biddle was thirty-eight; Margaret, born in New York City c. 1805, had
moved to Staten Island about 1841.

Biddle’s construction of an imposing stylish new residence near the x .5
southermmost portion of the Butler farm coincided with his improved . .
econonic status and significantly increased real-estate activities. It © °
-al So: coincided with ‘the simaltanedus ; n
+* *tiny, hamlet identified.as "Unionville! on maps of ithe early:185(
‘. ..Urkan developrent, Unionville apparently resulted from Biddle’s{1847-48

"sale of a’ large waterfront tract to William ¥ Rutan, who constructed his
residence (still standing) and adjoining large shipyard and marine railway-
just. south of the Biddle house site. While built on a portion of the old -
- Butler farm, the Biddle House would seem to have been designied to-convey -
the notion that it was a. dwelling fit for a person of a status-quite
different from that of a local farmer. Although Biddle is‘riot seT¥™
described- as’ a "gentleman® in the censuses until 1860, the grandeur of his
residencé suggests: he perceived himself as having attained that: status some

years earlier: *

The two-acre setting immediately associated with the house, cne
defined very early in its history by fencing and outbuildings, as described
in a deed of 1862, reinforced its image. Set back a considerable distance
from the road, the Biddle House was approached by a drive of impressive
length. From atop its waterside bluff it commanded a panoramic view
westward over the Raritan Bay, a vantage point locally famous for its
aumset views. The double porches are an imposing acknowledgment of this
setting. Biddle lived in his grand house for the rest of his life.

lLittle is known about Biddle’s later life. In 1862 the southern
portion of the Butler farm was sold save for the two acres containing his
house. His real estate transactions gradually diminished and ceased.
Margaret Biddle died at age 76 in 1881. 1In 1882, Henry Biddle, having
reached that same age, married Sarah Cortelyou, then 57. Five years later
at the age of 81 Henry Biddle died and was buried in the family plot at
Sst. Andrew's. His widow continued to reside in the Biddle House until her
death in 1904, when it was sold by Henry’s son Charles 5. Biddle to the
second of its three principal owners, George T. Brewster.

" emergence ifi the same vicinity of thet |
50s; a quasi-




Tntroduction of the Greek Revival style to Staten Island coincided
with the Island’s transition, initiated by the introduction of a regular
steam ferry service, from a sparsely settled, largely agricultural
commmnity to a location selected for .several major institutions and large-
scale planned suburban developments. Much of the new develcpment was '
designed for a class of people new to Staten Islard —- wealthy New York
City merchants who were aware of the latest architectural styles.
Beginning in the 1820s and proliferating in the 1830s, knowledgeable
versions of the fashionable Greek Revival style were employed for both
residential and institutional designs. In the 1840s. and 1850s the Greek
Revival was supplanted for such commissions by more picturesque styles,
including the Gothic Revival and the Ttalianate, but in those same decades
the Greek Revival was discovered by local Island builders, and it was only
then that the style blossomed fully in vernacular residential versions
built by the hundreds from one erd of the island to the other.

Although the vernacular permutations :of sthe: style are mumerous, Greek -
Revival elements in many cases were simply grafted onto houses that
retained the basic forms, massing and scaleof earlier 18th-century = .

- ;qwd1llings. - "Greek Revival" for many local biiilders meant primarily an - -
" imposing.main doorway.with slender sidelights, muiti-paned transoms; a.
panelled door —— all topped by some’sort. of .entablature. At times the

doorways' were preposterously large-in relationship-to the scale of the -
 houses they adorned. "Greek Revival" could also mean dentil moldings,

. cormer antae, and attached one-story porches with the forward post capitals
articulated to suggest capitals.’ & : w A e

Pl

"' hile most of Staté?] Island’éivernacular Greek Revival'dwellings .-
employ this simplified version of:the style, it .is ¢learly evident that the.
‘¢columned facades of the island’s ‘high:style residences built in the 1830s-
had a significant impact on local builders and on some of their patrons ——
an increasingly more affluent segment of the citizenry that had by the
1840s been sensitized to the expressive implications of the style. They
too sought out the Greek Revival style for their homes as a way to
identify themselves as important and influential members of their

commmties.

Although there were exceptions, local builders did not on the whole
attempt to duplicate the columned facade in either of its two principal
manifestations on the island — the projecting pedimented portico fronting
a wider cubic block, as seen in the Minard Lafever-influenced design for
the Caleb Ward House (1835; a designated New York City Landmark), or the
temple—fronted gable-end-to-the-street residences built in New Brighton
during the 1830s.° wWhat the local builders did instead was apply a
traditional deep spring eave to a standard earlier 19th-century residential
design — a longitudinally sited, two-story house of three or five bays.
The spring eave was carred on giant forward supports (both coffered piers
and the classical orders were used) to form a facade-wide quadristyle or
hexastyle porch. A porch floor at the second-story level was scmetimes
introduced. Dozens of residences employing this combination of Greek
Revival style porticoes and spring eaves were built in all sections of the
- island.? The spring-eave-covered, quadristyle Greek Revival Doric
porticoes of the Biddle House are obviously part of this vernacular
tradition.



wider decorative enframement of the windows above the portals -— louvered
panels flank the openings - add emphasis to the center doorways. The
same window treatment adorns the attic-level windows at the gable ends of
the structure. Window surrounds are eared throughout. Sills of the
second story windows are carried on small curved brackets. Six-over-six
sash is used except for the full-length first-story windows where the sash
is six—over-nine.

Twentieth century alterations include the following: original
clapboard covered by compos1t10n siding; conversion of a first-story window
opening to a door opening on the southern elevation and the addition of a
small covered porch and stairway to provide access to a relocated kitchen;
the insertion of two small windows just west of this entryway; a hatchway
added below the first-story window at the western end of this same
elevation; and the removal of a cupola from the roof ridge.

Three: outbulld_‘l_ngs are located on the ILandmark Site. A'small wood—"
..frame well-house stands just south of the: kitchen entryway. A-modern :

g ’chree—car garage of stuccoed cindérblock:is located near the nerthern

' to 'the south of the post-and-rail fence on' this side"of the

- it’'is not a contrlbutnlg'ffeature of the site. Justsouth’of the-
‘ :garage there dsa smakl clapboard—clad former stable. Poss:Lbly constructed -

'featu“res include the terraced atéa with flagpole on the north side of the
house; the‘dirt and gravel approach road leading to the house from = oo

- Sattérlee: Street; the row of conifers on the southerly side of the- approach
-~ yoad; ‘and the group of conifers-along: the northern ‘boundary. ‘A portion of
. the Jandmark Site is delineated by a post-and-rail fence. jI'ne Landmark

"~ $itd also includes the entire mipped width of Pittsville Aven Wthh lles

‘st¥ip ©f”land;*including the road, was once part of Biddle’s tiiéacre house
plot. ‘The present Pittsville Avenue, a relatively modern thorcughfare, is
a narrow:dirt and gravel road edged by scrub growth and underbrush.1?

Report prepared by
Shirley Zavin
Survey Department

Edited by
Anthony W. Robins
Director of Survey

NOTES

1. TInformation in this section is taken from Shirley. Zavin et al., *The
Conference House, Staten Island, N.Y." (Historic Structure Report,

1980), passim.

2. "Chapter 108: An Act to Change the Names of Ann Hogyg, George C. Hogg,
John Hogg and Henry Hogy," Laws of the State of New York Passed at the
50th Session of the Iegislature (Albany, 1827). All information
pertaining to Henry H. Biddle and his family was collated from the
following sources: Richmond County, Office of the Register, Liber
Deeds and Conveyances; Richmond County, Surrcgate’s Court, Probate

930; - it is: a contributing” feature of- the site. --Other- contr.l.“butlng 51te



9. A surviving north shore example of the type at 364 Van Duzer Street, a
designated ILandmark, employs a second level porch. Many were built
along the shorefront in Mariners Harbor for merchants and. captains
active in the oyster trade but none survive. See, for example,
Charles W. Ieng and William T. Davis, Staten Island and its People,
(New York, 1930), vol. 2, opp. pp. 634, 638, for early 20th-century
photographs of some of these dwellings. Survivors of the type are
more numercus in the 19th—century villages of southern Staten Island
— Princes Bay, Pleasant Plains, Rossville and Huguenot. Tottenville
retains a remarkable mmber of instances including the late 1840s
William E. Rutan House immediately south of the Biddle House. Other
examples are located at 76 Bentley Street, 145 Main Street, 750 Paige .
Avenue, 4927, 5390 and 5457 Arthur Kill Road. -

10. Perhaps the cost of the double porches dictated the use of quadristyle
porticoes which partially cbscure the five bays rather than frame them
as a hexastyle portico would have .done. . " :

i* Woodrow. Read, to Richmondtown) is a gambrel-roofed dwelling with front: . . .
“ and’ rear cne-story tall, facade-wide.porches:covered by deep spring [RSER
" eaves. - A-much altered straight-gabled farm house (late 18th or early...

© © 19th century) on the grounds of Mount Loretto near the dntersection of
‘Hylan Boulevard and Sharrotts Road is still distinguished by its front
and rear porches employing deep.spring eaves. . . .

“11. The c.1820 Jacob Crochergn House (it was recently moved from 84, .

103.

12. Ieng and Davis,. Vol. ITI,

" +13.. A yoadway once located approxmately 100 feet south of today’s
pittsville Avenue led westward framPittsville Avenue to provide
access to the W.H. Rutan residence and shipyard.



BIBLTOGRAPHY

Gilbertson, Elsa. "Ihe Early Houses of Staten Island; Their Architectiural
Style and Structural Systems." M.S. Thesis. Columbia University,
1982. )

Ieng, Charles William & William T. Davis. Staten Island and Its People.
5 vols. New York: Iewis Historical Publishing Co., Inc. 1930.

McMillan, Ioring. "“Staten Island Architecture." Staten Island Historian
4, no. 3 (July, 1941), 15-20.

New York State. -“Gjapter 108: anActtoGaargetheNamesofAnnHogg,
George, C. Hogg, JdeoggarxiHenryHogg laws of the State of New
York Passed at the 50th Session of the qu:.slature. Albany, N.Y., _

- 1827.

. New York State Census. 1845-1885. . -

Offlce of the Reglster LJ.ber Deeds

Rlclnnord I

Surrogate’s Court Probate Rmord

i Staten Island Hlstorlcal Society. Genealoglcal Files. .
. St Arﬁretstplscopal C.hurchRecords

. Gravestone Inscrlptlons

m 'Staten Island Insitute of Arts and Scuences "Hugh Powell Collectlon' 'Ihe
Iconography of Staten Island.®
. "Hugh Powell Collection:
Staten Island During the Civil War Period.™

United States Census. 1830-1880.

Zavin, Shirley et al. "The Conference House, Staten Island. Historic
Structure Report, 1980.

11



v 41PRID 040U

BYn

0541

)

4

Uollvnge 4602
4+9244C QUHYE OL
JonoH 37dald 990H ANdNAH



(9| Y

LGOMUANIG W4 MITA
UOLUAIRS] &> JpLll

04819 “2SN0H 31adI8 990H JadNIH

#3754
AL S Yo e

)

&
Ly
E
=
=




UgHYNAIlR  foom

JASAY | VD) 1PRID O4oUd omm:,_u cn0H 31aatd 990H AAH=H




o =y
I e tdi
—

i

HEHRY HODb PIDDLE HOUSE , ¢ 1850 Photo _credit
op: nortn elevation |
bortom: south elevation Cart Bproter”



Photo credit
Foreter

Cari

1850

C

}

E HOUSE

east elevatior

HEMRY HO0GG6 BIDDL

doorway/




LNZoVYray ZHL B 8

Obbl ' AVid dalvNoIgad
NOISSIWINGD NOILYAMASH ¥ mz

0019 dVIN XVL 2 ALIS HAV ANV

ANVYIsT HIALVLS
C 1322M16 JdId¥aLLvVS oL
‘QI J7aald 990H ANYNJH

AAY TTNIAGLLId =0 a=9Avod

/\\ o

l
A
b/
Q
)
’~.

e ARV, ITTIASLL

TN AYIHIING 2 AvaHddid 6N



Actions Page 1 of . \“l:;.‘_

BIS Menu | Properiy Profile | Actions | Back ' FAls | Glossary Sep 27,2008

gov
alwoys open
[ CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP FOR BUILDINGS NEWS

NYC Depariment of Buildings

Actions
Pa:
Premises: 6136 AMBOY ROAD STATEN ISLAND BIN: 5083332 Block: 6305 Lot
NUMBER TYPE ' FILE DATE
BN 306-60 BUILDING NOTICE 00/00/1960
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‘Center by dialing 311 or (212) NEW YORK outside of New York City.
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6136 AMBOY ROAD HOUSE
BOROUGH OF STATEN ISLAND

Located on Amboy Road near Woodvale Avenue, this two-story frame house,
constructed c. 1850-55 by boatman Joseph H. Sprague and his wife Rebecca, is a rare
transitional mid-nineteenth vernacular design combining traditional spring-eave
construction with Greek Revival and ltalianate elements. The French-derived flared
projecting spring or bell-case eave was widely used on Staten Island from the late
seventeenth century on. It became so firmly established in Staten Island building
tradition that when the Greek Revival came into vogue the form was carried over and
incorporated into buildings in the new style. Here the spring eave is articulated by a
classical cornice carried on giant columns forming an imposing portico. The influence of
the ltalianate style, just coming into fashion on Staten Island in the early 1850s, is
evident in the employment of recessed panels on the portico and curvilinear jigsawn
bargeboards on the sloping eaves of the side gables of the main house. The house also
features a handsome entry with wide pilasters flanking narrow sidelights. (The historic
paneled door is not original to this house). The delicate broken pediments above the
entry and two first-story facade windows are post-World War Il Colonial Revival style
alterations. The historic round attic window, which originally contained delicately leaded
stained glass, is also a post-War addition. Despite recent residing the building remains
substantially intact. The distinctive historic wrought iron railings are not original to this
property.

In the summer of 1855 this house was purchased by boatman Henry Johnson,
who like Joseph Sprague, was involved in the oyster trade. Johnson died a few years
after acquiring the house. His widow Phebe Johnson occupied the house until 1863. In
the 1870s, it was occupied by the family of oysterman. Joseph Jacklin. This continuous
use by oystermen speaks to the importance of the oyster trade in the historical
development of this area of Staten Island. A later owner, Hervey Allen (resided in the
house ¢. 1900-1920s), was a machinist and later a foreman at the nearby S.S. White
dental works, one Staten Island’s largest employers.
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AMBOY ROAD 6136 - 6136 Health Area : 800 Tax Block 1 6805
Census Tract - 196 Tax Lot 1137
Community Board : 503 Condo :NO
Buildings on Lot 1 Vacant :NO

View All Addresses... Browse Block ' View Certificates of Cccupancy

DOB 5Special Place Name:
DOB Building Remarks:

Landmark Status: Special Status: N/A
Loft Law: NO Local Law: NO
SRO Restricted: NO TA Restricted: NO
UB Restricted: ' NO DOB District: N/A
Little ‘E’ Restricted: N/A Grandfathered Sign: NO
Legal Aduit Use: NO City Owned: NO
Historic Block: 6805 Historic Lots: 137
Other BiNs: NONE

Department of Finance Cccupancy Code: A1-1 FAMILY DWELLING

Pléase Note: The Department of Finance's building classification information shows a building's tax status, which may not be the same as the legal us
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