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315 Broadway Manhattan Community Board 1
315 Broadway, Manhattan Public Hearing Date(s): 12/12/1989; 04/03/1990
Manhattan Block: 00151; Lot: 0029

Thomas St

= BT e

LI
—
Broc%y

|

[ - Calendared Building
u D Calendared Tax Lot
1 e

oI s e I

Photos (left and center) 2014, (right) undated

Special Public Hearings

The Landmarks Preservation Commission will hold a public hearing on the backlog of buildings in the Borough

of Manhattan on November 5, 2015 and encourages interested parties to submit written testimony in advance

of that hearing. Each speaker will be given three minutes total to speak, and in that time may address all of the
items within Manhattan A Group 1, just particular items, or add comments to support written testimony. In order
to conduct efficient hearings, we ask speakers to register in advance, and submit their written statements and
materials that will be read at the hearing by October 29, 2015 to backlog95@Ipc.nyc.gov. If you are unable to
attend the hearing, your written submissions will be entered into the record and distributed to the Commissioners.

If you have questions about this property or the hearing process please contact backlog95@Ipc.nyc.gov or call
(212) 669-7817. If you would like more information about this property, please see the research file summary
(over) and go to our website (http://www.nyc.gov/html/Ipc/html/backlog95) and click on the link for this building’s
research file.
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315 Broadway Description Landmark Type: Individual
Built: 1861

Architect: Not determined
Style: Italianate

Research Staff Hearing Statement (1990)

315 BROAZWAY BUILDING, Manhattan

This imposing five-story Italianate style mercantile building, on the
west side of Eroadway between Duare ard Thomas Streets, was constructed as a
speculative investment by retired linen merchant Thomes Suffern in 1861 ard
leased to the importing fimm of Ioder Brothers & Co. by 1864. A rare
survivor, 315 BrozGway is characteristic of the store and loft haildings
which flourished in the 1850s and 1860s, as the wholesale textile ard
drygoods district expanded northward from Cortlardt Strest along Broadway
ard the streets to the west, spurred by the cdevelcpment of the Hudson River
waterfront. These loft kaildings provided large, open interior spaces for
the storage of gocds and well-lit ground-story showrvoms for the display of
merchandise. Their facades were almost uniformly designed in the Italian
Renaissance-inspired palazzo style, considered particularly aporopriate for
commercial buildings because of its associations with Italy’s merchant
princes. This style was introduced in New York by Joseph Trench and Jchn
Putler Sncok with their designs for the marble-faced A.T. Stewart Store of
1845-46, which still stands at the northeast corner of Broadway and Chambers
Street. Today, this style is represented by a mumber of marble, stone, and
iron-fronted buildings on the streets west of Broadway. On Broadway itself,
orce the city’s most prestigiocus husiness and shopping street, which was
1ined with commercial palaces in ithe mid-19th century, few such buildings
have survived scuth of Franklin Street.

An unusual example of the comercial palace type, 315 Broacway 1s
distinguished by its structwal clarity, inventive detailing, and modeled
stonework. At the ground story, portions of the building’s original
rusticated stone corner piers and cast-iron storefront are still visible.
The boldly modeled upper stories feature rusticated corner pilasters and
recessed segrentally-arched window surrounds. large brackets support
projecting cornices at each story. The building is crowned by a paneled
frieze and bracketed cornice. The umsual placement of the commer
pilasters, which are set-in slightly from the edges of the building,
apparently stem frem the building’s original siting next to the garden of
New York Hospitzl and its designer’s desire to make the building appear
freestanding on koth sides.



