
  

For Immediate Release 

APPEALS COURT SUPPORTS CITY’S RIGHT TO FIRE  
STATEN ISLAND SCHOOL DEAN FOR DRUG POSSESSION 

 
COURT CALLS ARBITRATOR’S DECISION TO HAVE THE CITY RETAIN SCHOOL DEAN  

“IRRATIONAL” AND ONE THAT “DEFIES COMMON SENSE” IN LIGHT OF DEAN’S DUTIES 
AS A STUDENT DRUG COUNSELOR 

 
Contact:  Kate O’Brien Ahlers, Communications Director, (212) 788-0400, kahlers@law.nyc.gov 

New York, July 7, 2005 – The Appellate Division, First Department, in a unanimous 5-0 decision, today 
invalidated an arbitrator’s determination that barred the New York City Department of Education from 
dismissing a dean of students, Michael Campbell, following Campbell’s criminal conviction for drug 
possession.  In so doing, the Appellate Division reversed a lower court decision affirming the arbitrator’s 
determination. 
 
Campbell had been employed as a dean of students at Intermediate School 72 in Staten Island.  His 
responsibilities included counseling students as part of a program designed to prevent student drug 
abuse.  On April 14, 2002, Campbell was arrested in a vehicle containing 10 aluminum bags of cocaine 
and one bag of marijuana.  He subsequently pled guilty to the felony of attempted criminal possession of 
a controlled substance in the fourth degree. 
 
In arbitration, Campbell challenged disciplinary charges brought against him by the Department of 
Education as a result of his criminal conviction.  The arbitrator’s determination barred his dismissal, 
requiring that, following successful completion of a drug treatment program, Campbell be reinstated to his 
former, or a similar, position.  In reversing the lower court, the Appellate Division found the arbitrator’s 
decision to be “irrational and to defy common sense,” because the ruling allowed Mr. Campbell “to be 
placed back into a position where he would administer a program designed to discourage use among 
students.” 
 
“We are pleased by this decision, which supports the City’s commitment to protect our children from 
drugs,” noted Assistant Corporation Counsel Mordecai Newman, who handled the appeal for the 
Department of Education. 
 
The New York City Law Department is one of the oldest, largest and most dynamic law offices in the 
world, ranking among the top three largest law offices in New York City and the top three largest public 
law offices in the country.  Tracing its roots back to the 1600's, the Department's 650-plus lawyers handle 
more than 90,000 cases and transactions each year in 17 separate legal divisions.  The Corporation 
Counsel heads the Law Department and acts as legal counsel for the Mayor, elected officials, the City 
and all its agencies.  The Department's attorneys represent the City on a vast array of civil litigation, 
legislative and legal issues and in the criminal prosecution of juveniles.  Its web site can be accessed 
through the City government home page at www.nyc.gov or via direct link at 
www.nyc.gov/html/law/home.html. 
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