
  

For Immediate Release 

CORPORATION COUNSEL APPLAUDS FEDERAL COURT RULING 
FINDING UNCONSTITUTIONAL THE MANNER IN WHICH JUDICIAL 

CONVENTIONS ARE CONDUCTED IN NEW YORK 
 
 

Contact:  Kate O’Brien Ahlers, Communications Director, (212) 788-0400, kahlers@law.nyc.gov 

New York, New York, Jan. 30, 2006 – Statement of Corporation Counsel Michael A. Cardozo on the 
decision of the Brooklyn Federal Court holding that the judicial convention system for selecting judges in 
New York State is unconstitutional: 
 
“The Court's decision finding that the judicial convention system is unconstitutional confirms what the 
Mayor have been saying repeatedly, and emphasized last week in his State of the City address.  It is time 
to put an end to the backroom deals that should have died with Tammany Hall.  The Court's decision 
vividly describes the deals the Mayor was referring to and has brought an immediate halt to at least some 
of the abuses in the judicial convention system of electing judges.  The decision makes even more urgent 
the need for legislation that will ensure that only the most highly qualified people serve in our courts.  We 
will be working with the Legislature and other state officials, along with all others interested in improving 
our method of selection of  judges, to draft legislation that will bring an end to the back room control of 
judicial selection described in the court ruling.” 
 
The New York City Law Department is one of the oldest, largest and most dynamic law offices in the 
world, ranking among the top three largest law offices in New York City and the top three largest public 
law offices in the country.  Tracing its roots back to the 1600's, the Department's 650-plus lawyers handle 
more than 90,000 cases and transactions each year in 17 separate legal divisions.  The Corporation 
Counsel heads the Law Department and acts as legal counsel for the Mayor, elected officials, the City 
and all its agencies.  The Department's attorneys represent the City on a vast array of civil litigation, 
legislative and legal issues and in the criminal prosecution of juveniles.  Its web site can be accessed 
through the City government home page at www.nyc.gov or via direct link at 
www.nyc.gov/html/law/home.html. 
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