
   

  

Dear Colleague, 
 
Happy New Year! The Mayor’s Office for International Affairs hopes you 
enjoyed a restful holiday, a snow-filled weekend and are ready for an exciting 
year ahead. 
 
Looking back at a fantastic 2015 offers an occasion to celebrate the recent 
work of our Office and also look forward to the opportunities that 2016 
presents. The Mayor’s Office for International Affairs has been grateful to 
collaborate with so many partners who represent the international community, 
New York City’s agencies and local neighborhoods. In 2015, we launched 
three exciting initiatives focused on key New York City priorities: Connecting 
Local to Global, New Yorkness of the UN, and Global Vision | Urban Action. 
Below are some of our favorite highlights: 
 
Through the Connecting Local to Global series, our Office has built policy 
conversations highlighting linkages between New York City’s local initiatives 
and how the City’s work interconnects with a range of priorities for the global 
community. 

• Organized regional staff trainings with the Consulates General of India 
and Mexico and the Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs to guide 
consular staff from over 30 countries in Latin America and Asia on 
IDNYC. 

• Hosted a policy conversation on the adoption of the Milan Pact 
exploring New York City’s strategy for addressing food insecurity and 
the underlying socio-economic and environmental challenges in 
promoting equitable access to locally sourced and nutritious foods, in 
partnership with the Italian Consulate, Human Resources 
Administration, and the Office of Food Policy. 

• Extended the City-wide holiday toy drive to the diplomatic community 
and we were heartened to facilitate contributions of over 80 toys from 12 
missions and consulates that went to New York City families in need by 
working closely with NYC Service and Department of Homeless 
Services. 

• Created an exhibition and hosted a conversation, with the Office for 
People with Disabilities, at the United Nations in celebration of the 25th 
Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act linking the City’s 
leadership in providing access and opportunity to the conversation 
about global disability rights. 

   

http://our.cityofnewyork.us/page/m/135baa4d/2702c6ca/21f18b04/1c7437af/153036476/VEsE/
http://our.cityofnewyork.us/page/m/135baa4d/2702c6ca/21f18b04/1c7437ae/153036476/VEsF/
http://our.cityofnewyork.us/page/m/135baa4d/2702c6ca/21f18b04/1c7437a8/153036476/VEsH/


 

• Coordinated a city-wide social media campaign on International Human 
Rights Day to share with the world the diverse ways in which New York 
City is leading the charge in addressing some of the most pressing 
challenges confronting cities worldwide. 

• Co-organized a march with UN Women and the Office to Combat 
Domestic Violence, reinforcing the city’s partnership with the United 
Nations to address gender inequality and violence against women and 
celebrate the Beijing+20 platform. 

 

On the UN’s 70th anniversary, our Office launched The New Yorkness of the 
UN campaign to showcase the many ways New York City is integral to the UN, 
as well as the many benefits hosting the UN brings to the people of New York. 

• Hosted an IDNYC pop-up registration site at the United Nations and 
registered 1,700 new IDNYC registrants, including UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon, through a partnership with the Office of 
Immigrant Affairs, the United Nations, Office of Operations, and Human 
Resources Administration. 

• Launched NYC Junior Ambassadors, an initiative that empowers New 
York City 7th graders in all five boroughs to become actively engaged 
with the United Nations. This competition was made possible in close 
collaboration with NYC Department of Education, the Department of 
Youth and Community Development, the United Nations, and the UN 
Foundation. We are thrilled to announce that the inaugural 11 
classrooms selected out of over 75 applicants will begin their semester 
this January! 

http://our.cityofnewyork.us/page/m/135baa4d/2702c6ca/21f18b04/1c7437ad/153036476/VEsC/
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http://our.cityofnewyork.us/page/m/135baa4d/2702c6ca/21f18b04/1c7437d2/153036476/VEsB/
http://our.cityofnewyork.us/page/m/135baa4d/2702c6ca/21f18b04/1c7437ac/153036476/VEsD/


 

Progress on the development agenda was tremendous for the global 
community in 2015. For New York City, the same forward movement was true 
on the local level. With the April 2015 launch of OneNYC: The Plan for a 
Strong and Just City, New York City is tackling urban challenges through an 
innovative blueprint focused on growth, equity, sustainability, and resiliency. In 
December 2015, this Office launched Global Vision | Urban Action at the Ford 
Foundation to highlight the synergies between New York City’s local 
development initiatives and the global Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
Our office is heartened to have steadfast partners who have supported our 
initiatives and provided resources and guidance along the way. Cheers to 
forging an even more dynamic and collaborative 2016. My team and I look 
forward to continuing our work with you in the days and months ahead. 
 
 
Best wishes, 
Penny Abeywardena 
Commissioner 
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