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PARTY
A person or organization directly involved in a legal matter.

PASS-THROUGH PAYMENT

Child support clients who receive public assistance cash benefits may receive
up to $50 per month of the child support collected in the same month that it
is owed. Also called bonus payment or child support disregard.

PATERNITY
Legal determination of fatherhood. Paternity must be established before child
support or medical support can be ordered.

PATERNITY PETITION
Formal written application to a court requesting judicial action to determine
legal fatherhood of a specific man for a specific child.

PAYEE
Person or organization in whose name child support money is paid, i.e. grand-
mother.

PAYOR
Person who makes a payment, usually noncustodial parents or someone act-
ing on their behalf. Also known as the obligor.

PETITION
A formal written request to a court to initiate a court action.

PETITIONER
The person or organization that files a formal request to initiate a court action.

POVERTY LEVEL

Level of income considered too low to purchase life's necessities according to
the Federal government. The 2008 poverty level for a single person is $10,400
per year. For each additional person in the family, $3,600 is added.

PROPERTY EXECUTION (PEX)
Administrative process by which OCSE seizes the financial assets, usually bank
accounts, of a non-custodial parent who is delinquent in paying child support.

PRO RATA SHARE
The portion of the total amount that each parent must pay for items included
in the child support order.

PRO SE

Latin meaning “for oneself,” someone who represents him or herself in court
without an attorney.

37

®©
i
@)
0973
O
>
)
—<
O
~
0O
L
—
O
n
c
=
>
©)
2
—|
_‘
m
z
<
o




n
>
o
L
'_
'—
o
@)
a
o
>
(0]
@)
=
T
@)
L
@)
>_
o
<
(79]
(%2
O
—
Q)

PRO RATA SHARE
The portion of the total amount that each parent must pay for items included
in the child support order.

PUTATIVE FATHER REGISTRY (PFR)

The PFR is a record of legal fathers kept by New York State. It may be consuli-
ed in issues of inheritance, adoption and any other legal issues that require
notifying a child’s father.

R

RECIPIENT
Person or organization that receives support funds and/or public assistance
benefits, including cash assistance, food stamps, Medicaid, etfc.

RELIEF
Legal remedy.

RESPONDENT
The person who responds to the petition. This is whichever party is filed against
for relief.

RETROACTIVE SUPPORT

Child support that is ordered to be paid back to a past date, usually the date
that the petition was filed. Refroactive support creates an immediate debt
(see Add Amount).

S

SELF-SUPPORT RESERVE

Factor in calculating child support when either parent is at or near the federal
poverty level. The self-support reserve is 135% of the federl poverty level. The
self-support reserve for 2008 is $14,040 a year.

STIPULATION
A written agreement by parties on opposite sides of a case.

STEP (SUPPORT THROUGH EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM)

Provides job fraining and placement for noncustodial parents who are unable
to pay child support because they are unemployed or have low-paying jobs.
Referrals to STEP may be made at the child support hearing.

SUMMONS

Notice stating that an action against him or her has been started. A summons
for a child support hearing will tell the parent where and when to show up, and
what information to bring.
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SUPPORT COLLECTION UNIT (SCU)
Division of OCSE responsible for the collection, monitoring and disbursement of
child support payments.

SUPPORT MAGISTRATE
Attorney appointed by the local family court who can hear testimony and
make decisions in child support cases. Formerly called Hearing Examiner.

SUPPORT ORDER

Court-issued order establishing child support obligations. Support orders may
be temporary or final and subject to modification. Support orders may include
monetary and medical support, child care, education expenses, and pay-
ment of arrearages, interest, penalties and other forms of relief.

T

TAX REFUND OFFSET
Process by which a noncustodial parent’s federal and/or state tax refunds are
taken to satisfy a child support debt.

TERMINATE AN ORDER
The effective end date of a child support order. Arrears must still be paid.

U

UIFSA (Uniform Interstate Family Support Act)

Federal law enacted in 1996 to ease the process of receiving child support
payments across state lines. It requires states to cooperate with each other to
get and enforce child support orders; permits states to enact Direct Income
Withholding with employers in other states; prevents multiple child support
orders being issued for the same case in different states.

\'

VACATE AN ORDER
Set aside a previous order, as if it never existed.

w

WAGE WITHHOLDING
Automatic deduction from income that starts as soon as an IEX (Income
Execution) notice is sent fo the employer.

WILLFUL NON-PAYMENT
The noncustodial parent deliberately does not pay court-ordered child sup-

port even though he or she can afford it.
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