
To the Men and Women of the New York City Fire Department:

Alittle over a year ago, America suffered through one of its darkest days. More than three
thousand innocent victims were killed at the hands of terrorists who valued life so 

little that they took their own. However, more than 25,000 people were saved and rescued,
thanks to firefighters who valued life so greatly that they risked their own.  Sadly, 343 made
the ultimate sacrifice. 

September 11th was a day of broken hearts, unspeakable horror and destruction of 
physical symbols of our military and economic might. Yet, remarkably, today, one year later,
we are a stronger nation, not a weaker one, because it also was a day of unity, heroism and
reaffirmation of our American ideals.

Images of destruction and anguish will forever be embedded in our memory, yet when we
look back on that fateful day, we'll look back not in awe of the breadth of destruction hateful
fanatics may have caused, but in awe of the actions of courageous and compassionate
Americans so willing to step forward.  

We'll look back and recall the image of the firefighter taking command, rescuing others
and carrying victims to safety.  We'll recall the welcome sight of the red fire engine, the
sounds of the familiar siren and the brave, confident and dutiful firefighters riding onboard.  

The heroic way New York's Bravest stormed into the burning towers taught us all what
duty means, what courage is and what a great love they had.  

Your duty, courage and love provided the light in the darkness. You inspired your fellow
New Yorkers and fellow Americans to fight back. 

On September 11th, 2001, and the days and months that followed, Americans from all
walks of life rallied together to confront terror, and through unity and resolve, we overcame
fear.

The world witnessed the courage and compassion and the defiance of the American 
people who refused to bow to terror.  It sent the message that freedom is a God-given right
and in America, freedom is cherished and fortified by hearts of steel.

As Governor, I am so proud of the people of this great State.  And I am so proud of the
men and women of fire and rescue.

We will never forget the 343 members who gave their lives to save others and we pledge
ourselves to stand with the families they leave behind and to always remember these 
sacrifices as inspiration to reaffirm our commitment to the ideals America was founded on
and that will never be taken away.

God bless the FDNY and God bless America.

Sincerely,

George E. Pataki

Hon. George E. Pataki
Governor, State of New York
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