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Out-of-School Time Program

Opportunities For Youth Citywide
By Ryan Dodge

NYGC Department of Youth and Community Development
Raue GARCIY OFTEN ASKS PARENTS TO CLOSE THER EYES AND MAGINE A WIRLD
WITHOLT AFTER-SCHOOL sErwices. Asthe founding coordinator of the out-
ofSchool Te (05T} program &t the Polo Grounds Towers in Harem,
Garcia knows that 05T can have a dramatic impact on the lives of
voLng people aid their parents, Thiz iswhy he says he is net s
prizec v hen the parerts quickly grimece, open their evas, and tell him

that there are some things they woadd rather not thirk about.

The program Garcia haiped
cregte — which is administerad
by Alianza Dominicana  an
acclamed comminity based
arganization — angeages young
resilents of the Polo Grounds
ancl the suerounding community
I & wlcke varlety of youth desel
apment activities that bulkd on
what they lzarm In schoal.

The QST Inithahve fs led by the
City's Department of Youth and

Cammunity Devecprment (CVCD),

e
Vourg OS5T par ticipants st AFarza Dorninicans in Harlem.

which develops, conrdinates and
implements the programs, incok
laboration with 11 other Sity
sgencies. There are currently 31
05T programs located at 25
MYCHA locations, During the
past school year, more than
2,149 young peopl @ partlel pated
inthese programs, Inadditicn to
B135 who took achantage of sum-
mer programming.

Q5T represents a bold new

(Coriimeed on poge &)



QOut-of-School

(Cantinued from page 5)
approach to providing youth
development opportunities
beyond the final school bell.
Mayor Michasl R. Eloomberg
announced the launch of OST
i September 2005, and it is
astimated that more than
G5,000 voung people will be
sarved by OST programs during
the 2005-2006 school year,
making it the nation’s largest
municipally funded after-school
initiative. Its aim is to ensure
that quality after-school pro-
gramming is available to all
youth in the City.

0ST program  instructors
develop close relationships with
the young people they serve,
which allow them to design
activities that appeal to the
entire group.

For example., the theme of
this summer's programming &t
the Polo Grounds was “Our
Hertage.” Field trips were orga-
nized to varous museums and
cultural institutions, including
the Jewish Mussum, the African
Burial Ground, and the Museum
of the American Indian. The
objective was to help young par-
ticipants develop a stronger
appreciation for the great diver-
sity and history of New York City.

05T is also a waluable
resource  for parents and
guardians, who find comfort in
the knowledge that their chil-
dren’s after school, holidsay anc
summer hours are being spent
in a structured and nurturing
environment.

For Garcia, the importance of
OST can be summed up with a
simple fact — |ast year, 33 of
hiz 24 students advanced to
the next grade. To find an 05T
location near you, call 311 or
DYCD at (212) TRE-5647.
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