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Children Still Targets Of Online Predators Say Officials At Conference
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Children are still targets and the schemes are getting more sophisticated -- that was the message Tuesday at a conference aimed at pinpointing the dangers lurking for children online. NY1 Tech beat reporter Adam Balkin filed the following report. 

Forty-two percent of computer users between the ages of ten and 17, say they have seen pornography online, and a full one-third of those kids say it was unintentional, according to a recent study out of the University of New Hampshire. 

It is statistics like that that convinced the Department of Youth and Community Development to hold an internet safety conference Tuesday, bringing together law enforcement officials and educators in hopes both can leave with a better sense of how to protect young people online. 

“It has the illusion of being anonymous and that's how many predators use these tools to unfortunately victimize children,” said Jeanne Mullgrav of the Department of Youth and Community Development. “It's also the way information is shared. So, we're concerned about the profiles that are developed and identity information that could be used.” 

And event co-sponsor, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, which says it gets nearly 2,000 a week reporting potential harm to children being done online, notices a scary trend; the evil tactics used to lure children grow in sophistication along with technology itself. 

“Now we're seeing a lot of these relationships start online on the internet and then move offline through the use of cell phone technology and text messaging,” said Ed Suk of the Center for Missing and Exploited Children. 

The advice is, especially for parents who are too intimidated by technology, to really learn how it works. It's time to catch up. 

“We really need to open our eyes and realize we need to be as up to speed as our kids are,” said Suk. “There are a lot of easy things you can do, put the computer in a common area in the family room or living room, talk to your kids, let them educate you about what they're doing on the internet. It’s a great opportunity to open communication with them. There are plenty of security devices you can get from your internet service providers. There is internet filtering software.” 

A good place to start is www.netsmartz.org. The site, which was created specifically to educate parents and children, was setup by the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children and the Boys and Girls Clubs of America. 

-Adam Balkin
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