Literacy unlocks a whole new world

At 47, school crossing guard ends a lifetime of missed o

By Lesley Grimm

Ivost peapie don't go back
o schood @t oage 47—
Detirn Leach 't like minst
people.

Fearless, optiristic and
determined. Leach enralled
o reading course with
Literacy Parters three years
aga

That decisson transformed
hier life, She has since leamed
b b read and she sconed a
jab she joves as a school
croksang guard, She has also
recently eamed A national
award for her dedication.

“I's just @ blessing,”
Leach =aid in & recent infer-
view, “They wid me during
=lass. My mouth dropped and
ez B got teary eved.”

Debra Leach, 50, has been

wamed  the  “Outsanding
“ule Basie Education and
Semeral Education

Jevelopment Leamner” by
he Commussion on Adult
tasic Education (COABE)
COABE is an associarion
f aduli edocators  from
round  the couniry  ihat
wses  on peofessional
evelopment and advecacy.
cach will receive her award

al 8 banquet in St Louis,
Migsouri on April M.

“Peaple nead 1o know that
tomelumes we make mis
takes, but when you're given
i secomd chance —youw go for
it.” Lesch said.

For almeost 30 VEATS,
Leach worked as a machine
operator for a plasics comps-
iy, bt ber factory job harely
padd the bills

She missed out on promo-
tions bocause of her inahiliey
o read,

“They wanited 10 make me
a supervisor, bt T couldnt do
the paperaork.” said Leach,
who admits she could only
read “'a litle big™

Her fale was sof when
Leach dropped out of schoal
atan early age.

T was rebellious, | wanted
e dey what 1 wanted 1w do”
she said,

But after years  the fac-
oy, Leach knew that what
she wanted was more out of
life and & bener fumre,

“Tknew my time wis nan-
ring out. Thad no expericnee
doing anything else,” she
said. “You lose out on a bt
when you can't read. A bot of

)
il

After laarning how to read 2t the age of 47, Debra Leach samed A posinon as a schoaol
&rossing guard with the New York City Police Deparimant,

doors were slammed in my
face ™

Bt then she saw a sigm fior
Literacy Partners on the side
of u bus and made one life-
changing phone call.

Gaoing hack 10 school was
tough, cspecially at first,

"It was like Thad cobwehs
ey head afler pot being in

school for - 30-s0mething
yours,” Leach said,

But with time and determi-
nation, she vasily improved
her reading skills.

Withs that came the confi-
dence ind ability 10 apply for
@ mew job. A Bediord-
Sruyvesant resident, Leach
now Works a8 a schoold crogs.

ing guard for the New York
Police Department in Crown
Heighis.

She said it was ane of her
peousdest moments o be able
e model her new emssing
guand uniformn for her hus-
band shorly before his death

lrom cancer in November of
20605,

pportunities
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Susan Mclean, esecuive
director of Literacy Parmess, T
congratilsted Debea Leuch "zc
tor her accomplishmends,

“When she came to us. she T
waas looking for a way w put [T
the pieces back together,”
MecLean said.

McLean  also  thanked
Leach her for her willmgnoss
to publicly share her journey,

“Diebra’s story may pive
other  adult  learners  the
coirage they meed o come
Vorweard, "™ Mlc:Lean sasd,

Mclean said  reading
problems like Leach's are
“all oo common.” One mil- -
lsen MNew Work Chy adults, or 22
oo out of three, read below o
the fifih grade-level, <

However, Mclean said b
many adults do ot come for- *
ward and seek help and adu- g
cation because of feelings of &
sharme and humiliation, o=

Low-sesding and Uliterate g
adults have difficulty deing i3
hasic daily Lasks like navigat-
ing a subway map, under. -
standing the directions on a Q
medicine bottle or even read-
ing their child a bediime
STy,

Cantimisd om page 47

1H10U2 SLHDI

zﬁd 8002 ‘Z Ael “Y3II¥NOD 340OTS Myvd

L7764 800Z ‘1 Aew ‘153910 31SYYNYD

5‘!‘5.1 800Z “I Aew ‘3417 HSNE1Y 14

C_,?ﬁd 800Z I Ael "HIIMNOD SONIM

(€ Bd 8002 ‘L kel ‘SMaN Ava



BAY NEWS, May 1, 2008 Pg_Y8
KINGS COURIER, May 1, 2008 Pg 44
FLATBUSH LIFE, May 1, 2008 Pg_3 7
CANARSIE DIGEST, May 1, 2008 Pg_2 7
PARK SLOPE COURIER, May 2, 2008 Pg_/
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL COURIER, May 2, 2008 Pg %
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS COURIER, May 2, 2008 Pg_7id.

...

| Brookiyn resident Debra Leach has eamed a top hanor from
a national aduligducation organization,

Literacy opens
‘new worlds

- Continued from page 200
s Over the past 35 years,
Literzcy Partners has made
inroads into this problem by
helping over 25000 New
Yorkers with free adult and
family literacy programs.
The not-for-profit organi-
zation sees about 2000 st-
dents each year and currently
teaches out of 12 different
locations throughout the city.
In partnership with the
Bedford Stuyvesant
Restoration O ion,
Literacy Parners receatly
began offering free reading
and writing classes for low-
income residents in Brooklyn
at Restoration Plaza in
Bedford-Stuyvesant
McLean said it is “won-
derfully gratifying” 1o see
students make tangible differ-

ences in their lives., One for-
mer student, she said, is now
enrolled in a master’s pro-
Sram a4 umiversiry.

Leach may not be far
behind. She sall attends rwo
free classes with Literacy
Partners each week and is
working toward her GED,

“My future plan is (o
artend college,” Leach said.

In her job as a crossing
guard, she’s grown close o
many children and now
wants o resch oul o the
city’s youth.

“I want o study social
work. There are a ot of chil-
dren that need help, that have
lovst their way” Leach said.

For  information  on
Literacy Pariners, call (212)

“T25-9200 or visit waww litera-

CYPArTers Com.



