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With the support of Mayor Bloomberg and numerous City 

agencies, we are excited to welcome back Summer 

Streets for a fifth year this August 4, 11 and 18.  Last 

year, more than 250,000 people came to play, run, walk, 

bike and enjoy fun activities along the 6.9-mile car-free 

route from the Brooklyn Bridge to Central Park.

This year, we’re inviting New Yorkers to soar to entirely new 

heights by riding along a 160-foot-long zip line at Foley 

Square.  REI’s 25-foot climbing wall is back this year, 

along with the Whole Foods Picnic and many other fitness 

activities, music, arts and crafts and exercise classes.  

Summer Streets, along with Weekend Walks—temporary 

pedestrian streets in 19 neighborhoods in all five 

boroughs—encourages New Yorkers to see and use our 

streets in new ways and to make active transportation 

like biking and walking part of their everyday routine.

So put on your sneakers, strap on your rollerblades or hop 

on the train, ferry or bike to get to Summer Streets! It’s 

fun, healthy and free. We look forward to seeing you there.

Sincerely,

Janette Sadik-Kha

Commissioner

New York City Department of Transportation

LETTER FROM THE
COMMISSIONER



JOIN US AT

24TH ST & PARK AVE
PICNICCITY

WHOLE FOODSMARKET

TIPS FOR 
SUMMER STREETS
With many walkers, joggers, bikers and skaters 
traveling at different speeds, the best way to keep 
yourself and others safe is to remain alert and 
respect the people around you.

EVERYONE
•  We recommend not wearing headphones during  

 Summer Streets

•  Be mindful of children and older people along

 the route

•  Stay hydrated! NYC Water-On-the-Go stations are  

  available along the route

CYCLISTS, SKATERS, ROLLERBLADERS
•  Pedestrians ALWAYS have the right of way 

•  Keep right, pass left

•  Look and signal before changing lanes

•  Children under 14 must by law wear a helmet when  

 biking, and helmets are ALWAYS a good idea for all  

 ages. DOT offers free helmet fittings on the Summer  

 Streets route!

•  Always ride in the direction of traffic and obey all  

 posted traffic signs and regulations

•  NEVER bike, skate or rollerblade on the sidewalk!

WALKERS AND JOGGERS
•  Be aware of all users sharing the space with you

DOG WALKERS
•  Keep dogs on a short leash at all times



DOT’s
URBAN ART PROGRAM
Art is integral to DOT's goal of world class streets. 

Artists help to transform the landscape from ordinary to 

extraordinary with temporary, unexpected interventions 

- colorful murals, dynamic light projections, thought - 

provoking sculptures – to encourage people to spend 

more time outside, to walk and bike and to live active, 

healthy lives. Public plazas, fences, barriers, footbridges, 

and sidewalks serve as canvases for temporary art in 

all five boroughs. DOT's Urban Art initiatives rely on 

partnerships with community organizations and the 

creativity of artists to present site-responsive artwork. 

Over 100 inspiring projects have been presented since 

October 2008.

SUMMER STREETS 
URBAN ART PROJECTS
Victoria Johnstone and Rebecca McIntosh present LOVE 

TV, an interactive performance and visual art installation 

straight from Australia that uncovers community love 

for public space. LOVE TV will be at the Foley Square 

Rest Stop.

Marcelo Ertorteguy and Sara Valente present 

Cyclo-Phone, an urban musical instrument powered by 

pedaling a stationary bicycle. Two Cyclo-Phones will be 

installed at the Astor Place Rest Stop, presenting a 

collective urban band.

BroLab presents Bench Press, a mobile seating station 

and interactive performance piece. This collapsible, 

transportable bench will travel along the route, stopping 

at various rest stops including Foley Square, Midtown 

and Uptown, throughout the three Saturdays.

Marco Antonio Castro presents Bus Roots, a mobile 

garden that seeks to reconnect urban communities with 

nature. Inflatable planters will be installed on the roof of 

a truck and at ground level at the 40th Street Rest Stop.

For Closure by Gabriela Salazar - West Farms Plaza, Bronx



WHY USE SPRAY CAPS?
Hydrants can be opened legally if equipped with a 

City-approved spray cap.

IT’S SAFER
• Opening fire hydrants without spray caps can lower  

 water pressure, which can cause problems at  

 hospitals and other medical facilities. Open hydrants  

 also hinder firefighting by reducing the flow of water  

 to hoses and pumps.

• The powerful force of an open hydrant without a spray  

 cap can put children and other pedestrians at risk.

IT’S LESS WASTEFUL
A hydrant with a spray cap only puts out around 25 

gallons per minute, whereas an illegally opened hydrant 

wastes up to 1,000 gallons of water per minute. 

NYC 

WHY DRINK NYC WATER?

WATER
The New York City Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) is providing both hydration and fun 
with NYC water at Summer Streets 2012, with DEP’s 
Water-On-the-Go program and fire hydrant spray caps. 
Water-on-the-Go makes NYC water easily accessible to 
everyone, so people can refill their water bottles, 
reduce plastic bottle waste, and stay hydrated.   
Enjoying a fire hydrant sprinkler during the hottest 
days of the summer is an old New York City tradition. 
Now, these sprinklers can be safer and more 
sustainable with a hydrant cover called a spray cap.  
Spray caps are FREE for anyone 18 and older and are 
available through DEP or your local firehouse.

IT’S CLEAN
• A low-energy, gravity-fed system made up of 7,000  

 miles of water mains, aqueducts, and tunnels brings  

 NYC tap water from 19 reservoirs and three   

 controlled lakes in the Catskills to NYC.

• DEP performs more than 330,000 tests from nearly  

 1,000 sampling locations through NYC.

IT’S HEALTHY
• Our bodies need water to regulate temperature,  

 transport nutrients, and keep us alive. Plus, it has no  

 calories, sugar, or fat!

IT’S GREEN
• It takes more than three liters of water to produce a  

 single bottled liter of water.

TM

TM

IT’S A GREAT VALUE
• NYC water costs approximately one penny per gallon.

Visit the Fire Hydrant Sprinkler at 52nd St & Park Ave



UPTOWN REST STOP
NFL Play 60: Football Toss
Visit Denmark
DOT: Truck’s Eye View & Free Bike Helmet Fittings  
Bicycle Habitat: Free Bike Repair 
DEP: Water Station
Bike & Roll: Free Bike Rental 
Kids’ Learn to Ride Classes
Arts & Crafts 
Fire Hydrant Sprinkler
Bike Parking

40TH STREET
Muscle Milk: Recovery Park
DOT Urban Art: Bus Roots
DEP: Water Station
Bike Parking

MIDTOWN REST STOP
Whole Foods Market City Picnic: Applegate Farms, Cabot, 
Ciao Bella, GoGo SqueeZ, Honest Tea, Nature’s Path, 
Odwalla, Organic Valley, Peanut Butter & Co., & Stonyfield 
Bike & Roll: Free Bike Rental
DEP: Water Station
Free Rollerblade Rental & Repair
Bike Repair courtesy of the 5 Borough Bike Club
Adult Learn to Ride Classes
Bike Parking

ASTOR PLACE REST STOP
Crunch: Fitness Classes
DOT Urban Art: Cyclo-Phone
DEP: Water Station
Bike Parking

SOHO REST STOP
REI Adventure Zone featuring The North Face Rock Wall and 
other activities from Columbia, Marmot, Merrell and Patagonia
Bike & Roll: Free Bike Rental
Bicycle Habitat: Free Bike Repair 
DEP: Water Station
Bike Parking

FOLEY SQUARE REST STOP
Zip Line
Asphalt Green: Are You Fitter Than a Fifth Grader?
Bike & Roll: Free Bike Rental
GoGo squeeZ: Mobile Playground (Aug 4 & 11 only)
DOT Urban Art: Love TV
DEP: Water Station
Brooklyn NETs Snap Court (Aug 18 only)
Bike Parking
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE

MIDTOWN REST STOP
25th St. & Park Ave.

WHOLE FOODS MARKET
CITY PICNIC

FOLEY SQ. REST STOP
Duane St. & Centre St.

ZIP LINE

ASTOR PL. REST STOP
Astor Pl. & Lafayette St.

FITNESS CLASSES

SOHO REST STOP
Spring St. & Lafayette St. 

REI ADVENTURE ZONE

UPTOWN REST STOP
51st St. & Park Ave.

DOT HELMET FITTINGS 

14TH ST.



Within New York City there are over 6,300 miles of 
streets and over 12,000 miles of sidewalk. The NYC 
Department of Transportation (DOT) is committed to 
using our city’s space in the most sustainable way 
possible.

GREEN STREETS
SUSTAINABILITY AT DOT

REDUCING OUR ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINT:
IT’S HEALTHY
The asphalt-recycling program saves 174,000 tons of 

milled asphalt from landfilling per year and reduces 

pollution and petroleum consumption associated with 

asphalt production. As a member of the City’s Best 

Management Practices Task Force, DOT improves the 

environmental performance of our streets and public 

spaces through efforts like storm water retention tree 

pits and vegetated swales along parkways. DOT also 

replaces conventional streetlights with LED fixtures that 

create substantial energy savings while still providing 

quality light.

ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION
DOT has and continues to expand safe cycling by 

providing a system of bicycle routes connecting all five 

boroughs, implementing a record 90 miles of new bicycle 

lanes in 2008 alone and doubling the amount of bicycle 

commuting between 2007 and 2011. DOT has also led 

the construction of the Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway.

PUBLIC SPACES
The NYC Plaza Program transforms underused road 

space into compelling public spaces that create natural 

gathering places and enhance neighborhood character.

Plaza: Gansevoort Plaza, Manhattan



Department of Transportation
Office of Special Events
Roadway Repair and Maintenance
Manhattan & Lower Manhattan Borough Commissioners’ Offices
Press Office
Safety Education
Highway Inspection and Quality Assurance 
Office of Construction Management and Coordination 
Traffic and Planning 
Bridges
Facilities
Legal Affairs 

City of New York
Business Integrity Commission
Citywide Events Coordination and Management
Department of Buildings
Department of Citywide Administrative Services
Department of Consumer Affairs
Department of Environmental Protection
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
Department of Parks and Recreation
Department of Sanitation
Street Activity Permit Office
Small Business Services
New York City Fire Department 
New York City Police Department
NYC&Co.
NYC Service

Major Partners
REI
Whole Foods Market

Supporting Partners
Applegate Farms
Asphalt Green
Bicycle Habitat
Bike & Roll
Cabot
Ciao Bella
Columbia
Crunch
GoGo squeeZ
Honest Tea
Marmot
Merrell
Muscle Milk
Nature’s Path
NFL
North Face
Odwalla
Organic Valley
Patagonia
Peanut Butter & Co
Stonyfield
VisitDenmark

Media Partners
AM New York
WCBS-TV
Clear Channel
New York Magazine
SNY
Univision

Local Programming Partners
5 Borough Bike Club
Ayazamana Cultural Center
Bash the Trash
Bike New York
Broadway Bodies
Brooklyn Nets
Chio-Tian Folk Drum and Arts Group
Duane Reade
FringeNYC
GrowNYC
I SCREAM TRUCK
MillionTreesNYC 
National Double Dutch League
New York Knicks Groove Truck
New York Rangers 
Patti Sokol
Piel Canela Dance Company
Recycle-A-Bicycle
Salsa New York
Shape Up NYC
Staten Island Yankees
Still Saffire
Taoist Tai Chi Society of USA/New 
York City Chapter
Team in Training
The LGBT Community Center
Transportation Alternatives
U-Doodle
VeloCity

Summer Streets Volunteers
New York Cares

Think you know everything about biking and walking in 
New York City?  Change your view.  The NYC Department 

of Transportation and New York State Motor Truck 

Association bring a fun and informative event called 

Truck’s Eye View to Summer Streets.  Stop by the west 

side of East 51st Street and Park Avenue for a firsthand 

look at what it’s like to be a truck driver. Sit in the 

driver’s seat and learn about the dangers of blind spots 

and what you need to do to remain safe.  Whether you’re 

a cyclist, a pedestrian or a car driver, learning how to 

safely share the road with a truck is invaluable, and 

this exhibit provides a unique perspective that will 

change the way you behave near trucks. Trucks will 

rotate weekly and have been provided by Sprague 

Energy, Duane Reade, IESI, ABF, and Con-way Freight.

DOT’s
TRUCK’S EYE VIEW


