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1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Since 1990 the number of pedestrian fatalities in New York City has decreased by 56%.  

Moreover, prior to 1950, pedestrians accounted for ¾ of all traffic fatalities and since then, that 

percentage has decreased to account for about ½ of all traffic fatalities.  Despite these statistical 

improvements, pedestrians continue to be the largest at risk mode – with older adults more 

likely to suffer serious injuries or fatalities from traffic crashes than other pedestrians.  The rate 

of pedestrian fatalities for every 100,000 persons in the City has decreased by nearly half since 

1991 – to 2.0 from 3.8 – while the rate of senior pedestrian fatalities per 100,000 seniors has 

decreased even more sharply – to 6.6 from 13.1.  Nevertheless, while seniors make up only 

12% of the population in New York City, they still comprise 39% of pedestrian fatalities.  The 

recognition of the disproportional representation of the senior population among severe 

pedestrian injuries and fatalities led to the development of the Department’s Safe Streets for 

Seniors (SSS) Program.   

The purpose of this project is to address senior pedestrian safety issues at twenty-five Senior 

Pedestrian Focus Areas (SPFAs) in the five boroughs of New York City and to develop and 

implement mitigation measures to improve the safety of seniors and other pedestrians within the 

25 SPFAs.  DOT identified SPFAs to include the top senior pedestrian crash (severe injury and 

fatality) areas within each borough.  Four of the SPFAs are located in the Bronx, seven in 

Brooklyn, five in Queens, eight in Manhattan and one in Staten Island.  The SPFAs have been 

selected based on the density of senior pedestrian crashes resulting in fatalities or severe 

injuries in a five-year period.  DOT conducted in-house studies for five pilot SPFAs and is 

utilizing consultant services to perform a comprehensive study of pedestrian safety conditions at 

intersections and along corridors within twenty selected SPFAs. 

The project evaluates the crash history and existing traffic conditions and controls (e.g., 

roadway geometry, signal timing) at selected intersections and corridors within each SPFA in 

order to develop short- and long-term measures to reduce pedestrian crashes specifically for 

seniors, and improve safety and traffic operations for all users.  The consultant makes specific 

safety recommendations consisting of low-cost as well as capital engineering and design 

improvements for these twenty areas.  In addition, the consultant conducts data analysis as 

needed, prepares engineering and design schematics and related services, as necessary, for 

capital improvements.  
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2. BACKGROUND 

Land-use in the Yorkville Study Area is a mix of commercial and residential buildings.   

There are four Senior Centers located near the Study Area:  

� Washington Lexington Senior Center at 3rd Avenue between East 98th Street and 
East 99th Street 

� Search & Care Inc. at 2nd Avenue between East 95th Street and East 96th Street 
� Stanley M. Isaacs Senior Center located at East 93rd Street between York Avenue 

and 1st Avenue  
� Lenox Hill Senior Center at East 70th Street between 1st Avenue and 2nd Avenue.   

There are three nursing homes in the area (not shown on Exhibit 1 – Area Map):  

� Dewitt Nursing Home at East 79th Street between 2nd Avenue and 3rd Avenue 
� Castle Senior Living 80th Street Residence at East 80th Street between York Avenue 

and 1st Avenue  
� Mary Manning Walsh Nursing Home Co. Inc. at York Avenue between 71st Street 

and 72nd Street. 

There are two medical centers in the Study Area, Lenox Hill Hospital at East 77th 

Street at Park Avenue and Grace Square Hospital at E 76th Street between York 

Avenue and 1st Avenue.   

There are twenty-five schools in the study area and the list of school names and 

addresses are listed in Exhibit 5. 

Bicycle Facilities 

The 2010 NYC Bike Map shows “existing” and “planned/proposed” bicycle facilities 

throughout the city.  In the vicinity of Yorkville Study Area, East 90th Street, East 91st 

Street and First Avenue are existing bike routes.  In addition, East 72nd Street, East 

79th Street and East 78th Street between East End and York Avenue, Second Avenue 

and Fifth Avenue are planned / proposed striped on street bike routes (Exhibit 2). 

Truck Routes 

First Avenue, Second Avenue, Third Avenue, Lexington Avenue, East 79th Street and 

East 86th Street are local truck route in the vicinity of the study area (Exhibit 3). 

Bus Lines and Subway 

Fourteen bus lines operate in the study area including: 

� M31: Operates along York Avenue  
� M15: Operates along First Avenue and Second Avenue 
� M98, M101, M102, M103: Operates along Third Avenue and Lexington Avenue 
� M1, M2, M3 and M4: Operates along Madison Avenue and Fifth Avenue 
� M30, M72: Operates along East 72nd Street and part of East 71st Street 
� M79: Operates along East 79th Street 
� M86: Operates along East 86th Street 

The M15 bus line is part of the Select Bus Service, a MTA Regional Bus Operations for Bus Rapid Transit Service (see Appendix F).   The Lexington Avenue Line runs through the study area.  A subway station for 
the 6 is on East 77th Street and for the 4, 5 and 6 is on East 86th Street (Exhibit 4).  

EXHIBIT 1 – AREA MAP 
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EXHIBIT 3 – TRUCK MAP 

EXHIBIT 4 – TRANSIT MAP 

EXHIBIT 2 – B IKE MAP 
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