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Neighborhood Transportation Study  

Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan             New York City Department of Transportation 
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Meeting Purpose 

ÅReview Prior Community Input 
ÅPresent Recommended and Proposed Improvements 
ÅGet Feedback from the Community 
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Study Area 
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West 55th 

Street 

8th Avenue 

West 29th Street 

12th Avenue/ 

State Route 9A 



Community Involvement 

ÅInitial Public Meeting ς April 30, 2008 
ÅProject Advisory Committee ς Five meetings to date 
ÅCommunity Walk-Through Sessions ς December 2008 
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Pedestrian Issues Raised by the Community 
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ÅNo protection from turning vehicles 
ÅInsufficient pedestrian crossing time 
ÅPoor condition of roadbed, sidewalk and crosswalk markings 
ÅSidewalk overcrowding 
ÅBicycles on sidewalks 
ÅParking and auto repair on sidewalks 



Traffic Issues Raised by the Community 
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ÅChronic gridlock on 8th & 9th Avenues and many east-west 
streets   
ÅToo much traffic to Lincoln Tunnel using 9th Avenue instead of 

11th Avenue 
ÅSevere congestion at 34th Street & Dyer Avenue 
ÅDelays for emergency vehicles 



Bicycle Issues Raised by the Community 
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ÅBicycle parking 
  - Too much 
  - Not enough 
ÅParking and pedestrians in bike lane 
ÅPoor pavement condition 



Bus & Transit Issues Raised by the Community 

ÅUnsafe bus turning movements 
ÅLong queue of buses on 10th Avenue heading to bus terminal 
ÅTrucks, tour buses and cars parking in MTA/NYCT bus stops 
ÅTour buses and jitneys/vans illegally parking on residential 

streets and in school zones 
ÅUnauthorized use of curb spaces for jitney/van stops near bus 

terminal 
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Truck Issues Raised by the Community 

ÅTruck movements negatively impact traffic flow and air quality 
on 8th & 9th Avenues 
ÅIllegal idling 
ÅNo dedicated parking for tradesmen serving residences 
ÅThrough trucks on local streets 
ÅHolland Tunnel truck limits and Verrazano Bridge toll divert too 

many trucks through study area to Lincoln Tunnel 
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Parking Issues Raised by the Community 

ÅDouble parking 
ÅPedestrian-vehicle conflicts at driveways 
ÅOff-street parking 

  - Too much 
  - Not enough 
ÅAbuse of government agency placards 
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Ideas from the Community: Pedestrians 

ÅCrosswalk on the west side of 9th Avenue at 36th Street/Lincoln 
Tunnel ramp 
ÅSidewalk bulb-outs to shorten crossing distances 
ÅSignal improvements favoring pedestrians 
Å{ǇŜŜŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ άǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ 
ÅReduction of street furniture 
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Ideas from the Community: Traffic 

ÅMore traffic agents and enforcement 
ÅaƻǊŜ ά5ƻƴΩǘ .ƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ .ƻȄέ ǎƛƎƴǎ  
Åά5ŀȅƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎέ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 
ÅSignal pre-emption for emergency vehicles 
ÅaƻǊŜ ά¢ƘǊǳ-{ǘǊŜŜǘǎέ 
ÅLimiting the number of vehicles entering Midtown 
ÅSigns directing Lincoln Tunnel traffic to 11th Avenue 
ÅClosing some Lincoln Tunnel access points from 9th Avenue 
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Ideas from the Community: Bicycles 

Å.ƛƪŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ άŎƻǊǊŀƭǎέ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ м-2 vehicle parking spaces 
ÅBike shelters at Penn Station and Javits Center 
ÅMore physically separated bike lanes (like 9th Avenue below 31st 

Street) 
ÅImproved conventional bike lanes 
ÅCross-town bike lanes on local streets 
ÅPublic information campaign 
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Ideas from the Community: Buses and Transit 

ÅRetain buses in parking lots until berth is available at terminal 
ÅRemove shuttle van stops from 42nd Street westbound bus lane 
ÅRelocate tour bus layovers to streets west of 10th Avenue, and 

increase total number of spaces 
ÅBus-only lanes on 9th and 10th Avenues 
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Ideas from the Community: Trucks 

ÅRevised truck routes 
ÅSigns encouraging trucks to use 11th & 12th Avenues, not 8th & 9th 
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Ideas from the Community: Parking 

ÅLower off-street parking fees to reduce on-street demand 
ÅHigher short-term meter rates to encourage turnover 
ÅMore intercept facilities in New Jersey 
ÅMaximum parking allowance for new development 
ÅMinimum parking requirement for new development 16 



Technical Analysis 

ÅBase-Year Conditions in 2008-2009 
ÅFuture Conditions in 2015 

 
ÅTraffic Volumes 
ÅTravel Time and Delay Data 
ÅCrash Data 
ÅPedestrian Volumes 
ÅBike, Truck, Parking, Transit and Demographic Data 

 
ÅTraffic Analysis of Future without and with Improvements 
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High Pedestrian/Bicycle Crash Intersections 
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High Pedestrian/Bicycle Crash 

Locations  2007-2009 

Fatal Pedestrian Crash 

Locations  2007-2009 



Improvement Actions 

ÅImplemented Improvements 

ÅRecommended Improvements 
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Implemented: Grayline Bus Layover Relocation 

Relocated away from residential street with school 
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Implemented:  More Tour Bus Layover Spots 

Several locations west of 11th Avenue added in 2009 
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LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘΥ  bŜǿ ά5ƻƴΩǘ .ƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ .ƻȄέ {ƛƎƴǎ 

Å New signs added on 9th Avenue at 42nd, 43rd 
and 44th Streets 
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Implemented : Bus Stop Extension 

Extended eastward on 42nd Street from 9th Avenue 
23 



Implemented:  9th Avenue Signal Timing 

Green time ñfeathered downò from 50th to 43rd Streets 
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Implemented: Leading Pedestrian Intervals (LPI) 

Å47th Street crossing 9th Avenue 

Å9th Avenue crossing 42nd Street 

Å9th Avenue crossing 41st Street 

Å9th Avenue crossing 38th Street 

Å30th Street crossing 9th Avenue 

Å34th Street crossing 8th Avenue 

 

Also re-timed all 8th and 9th 

Avenue signals from 3.5 feet per 

second walking speed to 

accommodate 3 feet per second 

walking speed. 
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Conflicting Traffic 

Protected Crosswalk 


