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June 1, 2006 
 
Dear Colleague: 

 
       The mission of the New York City Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene is to protect and promote the health and mental health of all New 
Yorkers.  One of the agency’s key functions is to provide training and education 
to New York City’s medical community to ensure that providers have up-to-date 
medical information.  Presentations are given by senior medical personnel and 
cover a wide range of topics including:  disease control, health promotion and 
disease prevention, environmental health, epidemiology, health care access 
and mental hygiene.  An updated list of available presentations is attached.  
Presentations must be scheduled by appointment; a contact person is provided 
for each area. In some areas, presentations on additional topics may be 
available upon request. 

 
We are happy to offer this important service to medical providers.  Together, 
we can ensure the prevention and control of acute and chronic diseases in 
New York City.   

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Azimah Ehr, MD, MPH 
Assistant Commissioner 
Bureau of Public Health Training 
New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 
 
 
 
Cathy L. Simpson, MD, MPH 
Provider Trainer 
Bureau of Public Health Training 
New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 
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DIVISION OF DISEASE CONTROL 
 
CONTACT:   SANDY LINDNER  

(212) 788-4711  
slindner@health.nyc.gov

 
SPEAKER:   ISAAC WEISFUSE, MD, MPH 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIVISION OF DISEASE CONTROL 

 
TOPIC:    

 Public Health Emergency Preparedness in New York City 
 
 

BUREAU OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASE 
 
CONTACT:   KIM MEALING  

(212) 788-4195  
kmealing@health.nyc.gov

 
SPEAKERS:   BUREAU OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASE STAFF 

 
TOPICS: 
 
BIOTERRORISM 
 

 Bioterrorism: Medical and Public Health Preparedness 
 

 Clinical Overview of Potential Bioterrorism Agents (From Anthrax to 
Tularemia) 

 
 Bioterrorism and Hospital Preparedness 

 
 Primary Care Emergency Preparedness 

 
 Bioterrorism and Children: Medical and Public Health Perspectives 

 
 2001 Intentional Outbreak of Anthrax, New York City 

 
 Anthrax as a Bioterrorist Weapon: Medical and Public Health 

Perspectives 
 

 Smallpox as a Bioterrorist Weapon: Medical and Public Health 
Perspectives 
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 The 1947 Smallpox Outbreak in New York City – Lessons Learned 
for Bioterrorism Preparedness Today 

 
*Other Topics May Be Available Upon Request 

 
 
GENERAL INFECTIOUS DISEASE  
 

 Emerging Infectious Disease Threats in New York City 
 

 Antibiotic Resistance – The Public Health Perspective 
 

 Foodborne Diseases – A Public Health Perspective 
 

 Imported Disease Threats in New York City  
 

 Waterborne Disease Issues in New York City (Cryptosporidiosis to 
Legionellosis) 

 
 
SPECIFIC INFECTIOUS DISEASES (NON-BIOTERRORISM) 

 
 Cyclospora  

 
 Influenza: More Than “Just the Flu” 

 
 Avian Influenza and Pandemic Preparedness 

 
 Transmissible Encephalopathies of Mad Cows and Humans: What 

is the Risk? 
 

 Malaria – International and Local Public Health Perspectives 
 

 Meningococcal Meningitis – The Public Health Perspective 
 

 Rabies – Public Health Perspectives 
 

 Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) – Medical and Public 
Health Perspectives 

 
 Invasive Group A Streptococcal Disease 

 
 Group B Streptococcal Disease – Public Health Perspectives 

 
 Tickborne Diseases in New York City 
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 West Nile Virus in New York City  – An Update 

 
 
SURVEILLANCE/OUTBREAK INVESTIGATION 
 

 The City’s Medical Detectives:  An Overview of Communicable 
Disease Surveillance and Outbreak Investigations in New York City 

 
       Infectious Disease Surveillance:  The Role of Provider Reporting 

 
       Surveillance and Epidemiology of Viral Hepatitis in New York City 

 
 

BUREAU OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  MARISA RAPHAEL, MPH 
    ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
    (212) 788-0241 
    mraphael@health.nyc.gov
 
TOPIC: 

 New York City’s Mass Prophylaxis Plan 
 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  ANNE RINCHIUSO, MPH 
    COORDINATOR, MEDICAL RESERVE CORPS 
    (212) 788-0245 
    arinchiu@health.nyc.gov
 
TOPIC: 

 New York City’s Volunteer Medical Reserve Corps: An Opportunity 
for Health Professionals to Serve 

 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  LAURA HOKENSTAD 
    DRILLS AND TRAINING COORDINATOR 
    (212) 788-9307 
    lhokenst@health.nyc.gov
 
TOPIC: 

 Emergency Management Exercise Development   
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BUREAU OF HIV/AIDS PREVENTION AND CONTROL 

 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:    SCOTT KELLERMAN, MD, MPH 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
(212) 788-3686  
skellerm@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPICS: 

 Bureau of HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control Accomplishments 
2005 

 
 Bureau of HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control – Working to Control 

the HIV Epidemic in New York City 
 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  BETH BEGIER, MD, MPH 

    MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
    (212) 788-4415 

ebegier@health.nyc.gov
 
TOPIC:     

 Acute HIV 
 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  MAUREEN MILLER, PHD 

DIRECTOR OF HIV PREVENTION 
(212) 788-3692 
mmiller2@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPIC: 

 HIV Prevention in New York City 
 

 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  MATT HENN, MPH 
    DIRECTOR OF HIV TESTING PROGRAMS 

(212) 788-2197 
mhenn@health.nyc.gov
 

TOPIC: 
 Expanding Rapid Testing in New York City 
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CONTACT/SPEAKER:  JAN CARL PARK, MA, MPA 
    DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY PLANNING 

(212) 788-4415 
jcpark@health.nyc.gov
 

TOPICS: 
 HIV Policy in New York City 

 
 Government/Community Partnerships: HIV Planning Council, 

Prevention Planning Group, Mayor’s Commission on AIDS 
 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  TAMAR RENAUD, MPH 
    DIRECTOR OF CONDOM INITIATIVE 
    (212) 788-4491 
    trenaud@health.nyc.gov
 
TOPIC: 

 Condoms in New York City 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  DANIEL WEGLEIN, MD, MPH 

DIRECTOR OF OFFICE OF OUTCOME EVALUATION 
(212) 442-3545 
dweglei1@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPIC: 

 Evaluation of HIV/AIDS Programs 
 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  DAHLIA HELLER 
    DIRECTOR OF HARM REDUCTION 

(212) 788-3686 
 
TOPIC: 

 Harm Reduction 
 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:   JOHN ROJAS 
    DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 
    (212) 676-2800 

jrojas@health.nyc.gov
 
TOPIC: 

 Housing Opportunities for Persons Living with HIV/AIDS (HOPWA) 
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CONTACT/SPEAKER:  THIERRY AMEGNONA EKON, MA 
    HIV PREVENTION SPECIALIST 
    EAST HARLEM DISTRICT  

PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICE 
    (212) 360-5980 EXT. 708 
    aekon@health.nyc.gov
TOPIC: 

 HIV Prevention in Communities of Colors: The Case of Harlem 
 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  RAFAEL PONCE, MA 
    HIV/AIDS PREVENTION SPECIALIST 
    BRONX DISTRICT  

PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICE 
    (212) 466-8875 
    rponce@health.nyc.gov
 
TOPIC: 

 Prevention Strategies with Young Men who Have Sex with Men of 
Color in the Bronx 

 
 

BUREAU OF IMMUNIZATION 
 
CONTACT:   MILLIE PEREZ 
    (212) 676-2263 
    mperez3@health.nyc.gov
 
SPEAKERS: 

JANE R. ZUCKER, MD, MSC 
    ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
    (212) 676-2248 
    jzucker@health.nyc.gov
 

SHEILA PALEVSKY, MD, MPH 
PROVIDER LIAISON 
IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM 
(212) 676-2264 
spalevsk@health.nyc.gov

 
    MARK MISENER, MD, MPH 
    UNIT CHIEF FOR 

BT/EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
    (212) 676-2285 
    mmisener@health.nyc.gov
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    DENISE BENKEL, MD, MPH 
    UNIT CHIEF FOR  

IMMUNIZATION IMPROVEMENT SPREAD PROJECT 
    (212) 676-1447 
    dbenkel@health.nyc.gov
 

 AMY METROKA 
    DIRECTOR OF  

CITYWIDE IMMUNIZATION REGISTRY 
    (212) 676-2319 
    ametroka@health.nyc.gov
 
TOPICS: 

 Hot Topics in Childhood and Adolescent Immunizations 
 

 Vaccine Update:  Adolescent Immunizations 
 

 Immunizations in the Adult Population 
 

 Immunizations in the Ob-Gyn Patient 
 

 Immunizations and School Requirements 
 

 The Persistent Cough – Pertussis Epidemiology and Prevention 
 

 Influenza Vaccination in the Pediatric/Adolescent Populations 
 

 Influenza and Pneumococcal Immunization for Adults 
 

 Importance of Influenza Vaccination for Health Care Workers: 
 

Approaches to Improving Coverage 
 

 Vaccine Preventable Hepatitis 
 

 Vaccine Storage and Handling 
 

 The Immunization Registry: Tracking our Children 
 

 Vaccine Myths 
 

 New Vaccines 
 

 Integrating New Vaccines into Practice 
 

 Office-based Approaches to Improving Vaccination 
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 Citywide Immunization Registry: Improving Your Reporting 

 
 Smallpox Vaccination Training 

 
 Pandemic Influenza Planning 

 
*Other Topics Available Upon Request (e.g., Varicella Vaccine) 

 
 

BUREAU OF STD PREVENTION AND CONTROL 
 

CONTACT:   GOWRI NAGENDRA, MPH 
    PTC COORDINATOR 
    (212) 788-6618 
    gnagendra@health.nyc.gov

 
SPEAKERS:   SUSAN BLANK, MD, MPH  

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
(212) 788-4406 
sblank@health.nyc.gov
 
ROBIN RECANT, MD, MPH 
DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL TRAINING AND EDUCATION 
(212) 788-4434 
rrecant@health.nyc.gov
 
JULIE SCHILLINGER, MD, MSC 
DIRECTOR OF EPI-SURVEILLANCE & RESEARCH 
(212) 788-4429 
jschilli@health.nyc.gov

 
    KRISTEN HARVEY, MD 
    MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
    (212)788-4420 
    kharvey1@health.nyc.gov
 
TOPICS: 

 The Changing Epidemiology of STDs in New York City and 
Relevance for Clinical Practice 

 
 STD Prevention, Diagnosis, and Management 

 
 The 2002 CDC STD Treatment Guidelines - Current 

Recommendations on STD Diagnosis & Management 
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 An Update of NYC’s Syphilis Outbreak & a Review of the Diagnosis 
and Clinical Management of Syphilis Infection 

 
 Overview of Sexually Transmitted Infections: Focus on Adolescents 

 
 Review and Update on Ulcerative STDs 

 
 The Interpretation and Management of Syphilis Serologies: A Case-

Based Discussion 
 

 Genital Ulcer Disease – A Case-Based Review 
 

 The Seroprevalence of Herpes Simplex Virus Type 2 in New York 
City – Results from a Population-Based Survey 

 
 Neonatal Herpes: Epidemiology, Diagnosis, and Management 

 
 STDs Among Men Who Have Sex with Men 

 
 Lymphogranuloma Venereum  

 
*Other Topics Available Upon Request 

 
 
CONTACTS/SPEAKERS:  VERNON PRESSLEY 

   PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISOR 
   (212) 788-6619 
   vpressle@health.nyc.gov
 
   RAQUEL ROSADO 
   PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISOR 
   (212) 239-1795 
   rrosado@health.nyc.gov
 
   KITTY MIDDLETON 
   PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISOR 
   (212) 788-4423 
   kmiddlet@health.nyc.gov

  
TOPIC: 

 Partner Counseling and Referral Services for HIV Infected Persons 
 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  JAMES BROWN 
    SUPERVISOR OF PARTNER COUNSELING  

AND REFERRAL SERVICES 
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(212) 788-4422 
jbrown3@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPIC: 

 Contact Notification Assistance Program as a Resource for Partner 
Notification Assistance 

 
 

BUREAU OF TUBERCULOSIS CONTROL 
 
CONTACTS/SPEAKERS: SONAL MUNSIFF, MD 

    ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
(212) 788-4153 
smunsiff@health.nyc.gov
 
FABIENNE LARAQUE, MD, MPH 
DIRECTOR OF TB SURVEILLANCE 
(212) 788-4155 
flaraque@health.nyc.gov
 
DIANA M. NILSEN, MD 
DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL AFFAIRS 
(212) 442-9737 
dnilsen@health.nyc.gov
 
FELICIA DWORKIN, MD, FCCP 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL AFFAIRS 
(212) 442-9988 
fdworkin@health.nyc.gov
 

TOPICS: 
 Epidemiology of TB: Update (e.g., Non-U.S.-born, Pediatric, HIV, 

Elderly) 
 

 TB Reporting and Surveillance 
 

 2003 Updated ATS/CDC/IDSA Guidelines on Treatment of TB 
 

 HIV and TB:  Latest Recommendations on Treatment 
 

 Guidelines: Treatment of Latent Tuberculosis Infection 
 

 Pediatric TB and LTBI 
 
*Other Topics of Interest on Tuberculosis, as Needed 
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HEPATITIS C PROGRAM 

 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:   ERIC RUDE, MSW 

HEPATITIS C COORDINATOR 
    (212) 227-6021  

erude@health.nyc.gov
 
TOPICS: 

 Hepatitis C: Epidemiology, Prevention, and Control 
 

 Hepatitis Prevention Counseling 
 

 Viral Hepatitis Integration 
 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY 
 
CONTACT:   SARA T. BEATRICE, PHD 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER  
(212) 447-2578 
sbeatric@health.nyc.gov

 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  RODGER SILLETTI, PHD, D(ABMM) 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 
(212) 447-4423 
rsillett@health.nyc.gov
 

TOPICS: 
 Mycobacterial Laboratory Methodology 

 
 Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing 

 
 Biosafety in BSL2 and BSL3 Labs 

 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  WILLIAM OLESZKO, PHD 

MANAGER, DIVISION OF VIROLOGY AND IMMUNOLOGY 
(212) 447-2864 
woleszko@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPICS: 

 Laboratory Diagnosis of HIV-1 Variant Infection 
 

 Laboratory Diagnosis of HIV-2 Infection 
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 Prevalence Of HIV-2 Infection in New York City 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:   LILLIAN LEE, MS, SM (NRM-ASCP) 

CHIEF OF MICROBIOLOGY 
GENERAL AND SPECIAL MICROBIOLOGY LABORATORY 
BIOTHREAT RESPONSE LAB (BTRL) 
(212) 447-6970 
llee2@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPICS: 

 Overview of LRN Level A Lab Protocols for BT Agents 
 

 Update on Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing 
 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  JOHN KORNBLUM PHD 

DIRECTOR OF MOLECULAR  
CHARACTERIZATION LABORATORY 
(212) 447-6941 
jkornblu@health.nyc.gov
 

TOPICS: 
 The Public Health Laboratory Response to Bioterrorism 

 
 The Use of DNA Typing to Track Bacterial Infections 

 
 The Role of Molecular Biology in Detecting and Tracking Infectious 

Diseases 
 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  PADINJAREKUTTU RAVIKUMAR, PHD 

CHIEF OF ORGANIC AND SPECIAL ANALYSIS 
(212) 447-2846 
pravikum@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPICS: 

 Studies in Ketamine: A Very Popular Designer Drug 
 

 The Common Goofs in Environmental Laboratories - VOC Analysis 
Of Drinking Water 

 
 Analysis Of  "LOVE STONE" - A Fatal Chinese Aphrodisiac 

 
 Gas Chromatographic/Mass Spectrometric Analysis of Marijuana 

Embalming Fluid in Wet Smoking 
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 A Fast and Faultless Gas Chromatographic/Mass Spectrometric 

Analysis of Amphetamines 
 

 Effective Emergency Toxicology Laboratory: Making it to Save 
Lives 

 
 
DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
 

BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL DISEASE PREVENTION 
 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS UNIT 
 

CONTACT:    ANDREA PAYKIN 
    DIRECTOR 

(212) 442-2634 
apaykin@health.nyc.gov

     
SPEAKERS:   PROGRAM STAFF 
 
TOPICS: 

 Environmental Resources for Emergency Preparedness and 
Response 

 
 Community Needs Assessments Following Emergencies 
 Using Environmental Monitoring Data During Emergencies 

 
 Environmental Risk Communication Following Emergencies 

 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND OCCUPATIONAL DISEASE EPIDEMIOLOGY PROGRAM 

 
CONTACT:    CHRISTOPHER D’ANDREA 
    INDUSTRIAL HYGIENIST 

(212) 442-6946 
cdandrea@health.nyc.gov

     
SPEAKERS:   PROGRAM STAFF 
 
TOPICS: 

 Occupational Infectious Disease 
 

 Occupational Cancer 
 

 Occupational Medical History 
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 Mold Remediation 

 
 Indoor Air Quality 

 
 Adult Lead Poisoning 

 
 Ergonomics 

 
 Asbestos 

 
 Paints and Polyurethanes 

 
 

LEAD POISONING PREVENTION PROGRAM 
 

CONTACT:    ELAINE N. FELIZ 
(212) 676-6156 
efeliz@health.nyc.gov
 

SPEAKERS:   PROGRAM STAFF 
 

TOPICS: 
 Childhood Lead Poisoning in NYC 

 
 Environmental Assessment and Control of Lead Hazards 

 
 Identification of Other Lead Hazards in the Home (e.g. foods, 

spices, imported medicines, cosmetics, and occupational 
exposures) 

 
 Prevention, Identification, and Management of Lead Poisoning in 

Children 
 

 Prevention, Identification, and Management of Lead Poisoning in 
Pregnant Women 

 
 Imported Herbal Medicine Products Contaminated with Lead and 

Mercury 
 

 Healthy Homes: Identifying and Controlling Lead Hazards, Asthma 
Triggers, Mold, Pests, Chemical Poisoning Hazards, and Safety 
Hazards in the Home 
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BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES & ENGINEERING 
 

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL INVESTIGATIONS/ EMERGENCY RESPONSE GROUP 
 
CONTACT:    JEANINE PRUD’HOMME 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER  
(212) 676-1504 
jprudhomme@health.nyc.gov

 
SPEAKERS:   PROGRAM STAFF 
 
TOPICS: 

 Food-Bourne Illness Investigation 
 

 Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear Environmental 
Emergency Response (CBRNE) 

 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING 

 
CONTACT:    JEANINE PRUD’HOMME 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER  
(212) 676-1504 
jprudhomme@health.nyc.gov

 
SPEAKERS:   PROGRAM STAFF 
 
TOPICS: 

 Recreational Water Quality & Safety 
 

OFFICE OF RADIOLOGICAL HEALTH 
 
CONTACT:    JEANINE PRUD’HOMME 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
(212) 676-1504 
jprudhomme@health.nyc.gov
 

SPEAKERS:   PROGRAM STAFF 
 

TOPICS: 
 Radiological Emergency Planning and Response 

 
 Radioactive Materials Security 
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OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL SURVEILLANCE AND POLICY 
 
CONTACTS:    DANIEL KASS 
    DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL  

SURVEILLANCE AND POLICY 
(212) 442-2638 
dkass@health.nyc.gov

 
    CAROLINE BRAGDON 
    RESEARCH SCIENTIST 

    (212) 227-6724 
    cbragdon@health.nyc.gov
 
SPEAKERS:  PROGRAM STAFF 
 
TOPICS: 
 

 Integrated Pest Management 
 

 Environmental Determinants of Disease 
 

 Environmental Mercury Exposure 
 

 Pesticide Use and Policy 
 

 Air Quality and Public Health 
 

 Environmental Epidemiology 
 

POISON CONTROL CENTER 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  LEWIS NELSON, MD 

DIRECTOR 
FELLOWSHIP IN MEDICAL TOXICOLOGY 
(212) 447-8150 
lnelson@health.nyc.gov
 

TOPICS: 
 Recent Epidemic Poisonings in New York City 

 
 Overview of Chemical Terrorism 

 
 Common Pediatric Poisonings 

 
 Poison Prevention Strategies 
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 The General Approach to the Poisoned Patient 
 

 What’s New in Drugs of Abuse 
 

 Poisoning by Plants and Mushrooms 
 

 Carbon Monoxide Poisoning 
 

 Inhalational Toxicology (Environmental, Occupational, Household) 
 

 Snake and Spider Envenomations 
 
 
DIVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGY 
 

BUREAU OF EPIDEMIOLOGY SERVICES 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  BONNIE KERKER, PHD, MPH 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
(212) 442-9994 
bkerker@health.nyc.gov  

 
TOPICS:    

 Prevalence and Trends of Different Health Topics  
 

 Homeless Health 
 

 Women’s Health 
 

 Health Disparities  
 

 Community Health  
 

 TCNY Indicators 
 

 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  GRETCHEN VANWYE, PHD, MA 

    DIRECTOR OF  COMMUNITY EPIDEMIOLOGY UNIT 
    (212) 788-9810 
    gvanwye@health.nyc.gov
 

TOPICS: 
 Obesity and Diabetes 

 
 Prevalence and Trends in Different Health Topics 
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 Community Health 

 
 Immigrant Health 

 
 Study Recruitment/Participation 

 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:      CAROLYN OLSON, MPH 

RESEARCH SCIENTIST 
(212) 788-9310 
colson@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPICS: 

 The Health of a Community (Community Health Profiles) 
 

 Women’s Health Data 
 

 Intimate Partner Violence 
 

 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  DONNA EISENHOWER, PHD 

DIRECTOR OF SURVEY UNIT 
(212) 788-4637 
deisenho@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPICS: 

 Questionnaire Design 
 

 Cognitive Testing 
 

 Collecting Community Data Through Surveys 
 

 Advantages and Disadvantages of Survey Modes 
 

 Developing Local Surveys 
 

 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  CHARON GWYNN, PHD 

DIRECTOR OF NYC HANES 
(212) 788-9662 
cgwynn@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPIC: 

 NYC HANES 
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CONTACT SPEAKER:  TINA MCVEIGH, PHD, MPH 

RESEARCH SCIENTIST 
(212) 788-4397 
tmcveigh@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPICS: 

 Mental Health 
 

 Isolated Seniors 
 

 Substance Abuse 
 

 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  ELIZABETH KILGORE, MA 

RESEARCH SCIENTIST 
(212) 788-4472 
ekilgor2@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPIC: 

 Qualitative Research –Methodologies and Studies (e.g. Smoking 
Among Young Woman and Teens) 

 
 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  CATHERINE STAYTON, DRPH, MPH 
    RESEARCH SCIENTIST 

(212) 442-0021 
cstayton@health.nyc.gov
 

TOPICS: 
 Injury 

 
 Violence Against Women 

 
           

 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  CHRIS GORANSON 

DIRECTOR OF GIS CENTER 
(212) 788-4334 
cgoranso@health.nyc.gov

TOPICS: 
 GIS Methodology 

 
 GIS In Public Health 
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 Enterprise GIS 
 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  LEZE NICAJ, MPH 

RESEARCH SCIENTIST 
(212) 788-1950  
lnicaj@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPIC: 

 Injury Prevention in Children and the Elderly 
 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  KEVIN KONTY, MS 

DIRECTOR OF METHODS UNIT 
(212) 788-4340 
kkonty@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPIC:  

 Syndromic Surveillance 
 
 

BUREAU OF PUBLIC HEALTH TRAINING 
 
PREVENTIVE MEDICINE RESIDENCY 

 
CONTACT:   LINDA GLENN 
    (212) 341-3957 

lglenn@health.nyc.gov
 
 
SPEAKER:    ANDREA LYMAN, MD, MSCM, MS 

DIRECTOR 
(212) 676-8327 
alyman@health.nyc.gov
 

Topic: 
 

 Public Health/Preventive Medicine Residency and Public Health 
Elective for Medical Students and Residents 

 
 

 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH LIBRARY 
 
CONTACT:    GLORIA WILLSON 
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LIBRARY MANAGER 
(212) 447-8237 
gwilson@health.nyc.gov

 
SPEAKERS:   PUBLIC HEALTH LIBRARY STAFF 

 
TOPIC: 

 Finding Public Health Information on the Internet 
 
 

BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS 
 
CONTACTS/SPEAKERS: STEVEN SCHWARTZ, PHD  

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
(212) 788-4575 
sschwart@health.nyc.gov

 
ALEIDA MALDONADO-GONZALEZ, MPH, CIP 

    EDRS PROJECT COORDINATOR 
    (212) 788-2296 
    amaldon2@health.nyc.gov
TOPIC: 

 Electronic Death Registration System (EDRS) 
 
 

SURVEILLANCE 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  DEBORAH WALKER, PHD 

PROJECT DIRECTOR 
WTC HEALTH REGISTRY 
(212) 676-9688 
dwalker@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPIC: 

 World Trade Center (WTC) Health Registry 
 
 
DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE ACCESS AND IMPROVEMENT 

 
BUREAU OF CORRECTIONAL HEALTH SERVICES 

 
CORRECTIONAL HEALTH SERVICES 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  MARIA GHUR, MD 

MEDICAL DIRECTOR  
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(212)788-5464 
mgbur1@health.nyc.gov
 

TOPICS:  
 TB in the Correctional Setting 

 
 HIV in the Correctional Setting 

 
 
CORRECTIONAL MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:   JASON HERSHBERGER, MD 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
(212) 341-2466 
jhershbe@health.nyc.gov
 

TOPIC:  
 Mental Health Care in the Correctional Setting 

 
 
CORRECTIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH  
 
CONTACTS/SPEAKERS: WOODMAN FRANKLIN, B.A. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
(212) 788-3926 
wfrankli@health.nyc.gov

 
    VANESSA CAIAZZO 

EPIDEMIOLOGIST  
(212) 788-3255 
vcaiazzo@health.nyc.gov
 
NISA GALETA 
EPIDEMIOLOGIST  
(212) 788-3926 

 
FARAH PARVEZ, MD, MPH 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
(212) 341-2260 
fparvez@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPICS: 

 Male Chlamydia and Gonorrhea Screening Program in NYC Jails 
 

 Correctional Public Health 
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BUREAU OF TRANSITIONAL HEALTH CARE COORDINATION 

 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  ALISON JORDAN MSW, CSW 
    EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

718-281-3944 
ajordan@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPICS: 

 Medical Discharge Planning: An Integrated Approach to 
Transitional Health Care for Incarcerated Individuals in City Jails 

 
 Collaboration: Better Connections for Staff Yield, Better Services 

for Patients 
 

 Discharge Planning Collaborative: Continuity of Benefits Workgroup 
 
 

FORENSIC BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES 
 

CONTACT/SPEAKER:  PAT BROWN 
    ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 

(212) 341-2468 
pbrown@health.nyc.gov
 

TOPICS: 
 The Forensic Mental Health System 

 
 Case Management of Forensic Mental Health Consumers 

 
 Brad H Settlement Agreement 

 
 Mental Health Discharge Planning Services in the NYC 

Correctional System 
 

 NYC DOHMH Forensic Initiatives 
 
 

HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAMS 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER: WENDY NEGRON 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
MEDICAID MANAGED CARE 
(212) 788-5688 
wnegron1@health.nyc.gov
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TOPICS: 

 Medicaid Managed 
 

 Public Health Insurance 
 

CONTACT/SPEAKER:  HERB KENIGBERG, DDS 
DIRECTOR OF ORAL HEALTH CLINICAL AFFAIRS  
AND DISEASE INTERVENTION 
(212) 978-5553 
hkenigb@health.nyc.gov

     
TOPIC: 

 Oral Health and the Importance of Sealants 
 
 

PRIMARY CARE INFORMATION PROJECT 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  MAT KENDALL, MPH 
    DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS 
    PRIMARY CARE INFORMATION PROJECT (PCIP) 

(212) 341-2280 
mkendall@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPICS: 

 PCIP 
 

 Electronic Health Record 
 

 E Prescribing (eRX) 
 

 Regional Health Information Organizations (RHIOs) 
 

 New York City Community Health Centers 
 

 The Primary Care Health Information Consortium 
 
 

TAKE CARE NEW YORK AND COMMUNITY COLLABORATION 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  ERICA DESAI, MPA 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
TAKE CARE NEW YORK 
(212) 341-2263 
edesai@health.nyc.gov
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TOPIC: 
 Take Care New York 

 
 
DIVISION OF HEALTH PROMOTION AND DISEASE PREVENTION 

 
CONTACT:   SANDY MOSS 
    ASSISTANT TO DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
    (212) 788-5323 
    smoss@health.nyc.gov
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER: MARY T. BASSETT, MD, MPH 
    DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
 
TOPICS: 

 Health Disparities 
 

 Government-community Collaboration 
 

 Using Local Epidemiology to Help Set Health Priorities 
 
 

BUREAU OF CHRONIC DISEASE PREVENTION 
 

CONTACT:   VERNA WESTON 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE  
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 

    (212) 676-2178 
    vweston@health.nyc.gov
 
SPEAKER:   LYNN SILVER, MD, MPH 
    ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
    lsilver@health.nyc.gov
 
TOPICS :    

 Urban Health and Chronic Diseases: Innovative Approaches in 
New York City 

 
 Epidemic Obesity in New York City and its Health Effects 

 
 The Public Health Challenge of Excess Weight and Obesity 

 
 Innovations in Chronic Disease Surveillance and Intervention s in 

New York City 
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ASTHMA INITIATIVE 

 
CONTACT:   ELENA SCHWOLSKY-FITCH, MPH, RN 
    DIRECTOR OF ASTHMA TRAINING INSTITUTE 
    eschwols@health.nyc.gov
 
SPEAKERS:   PROGRAM CONSULTANTS 
 
TOPICS: 

 Evidence-based Asthma Care Delivery 
 

 Principles of Long-term Medical Management of Asthma in Children 
 

 Principles of Long-term Medical Management of Asthma in Adults 
 
 

CANCER PREVENTION AND CONTROL 
 

CONTACT:   JANE POTTER 
PROGRAM MANAGER 

    (212) 676-2178 
    jpotter@health.nyc.gov

 
 
SPEAKER:    MARIAN KRAUSKOPF, MS 
    DIRECTOR 
    (212) 676-2178 
    mkrausko@health.nyc.gov
 
TOPICS: 

 Increasing Colonoscopy Screening in NYC: Innovative Approaches 
 

 Colon Cancer Screening and Prevention 
 
 

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE PREVENTION AND CONTROL  
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:   GAIL GOLDSTEIN, MPH 
    DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

(212) 676-2178 
ggoldste@health.nyc.gov

 
SPEAKER:   SONIA ANGELL, MD, MPH 
    DIRECTOR  
    sangell@health.nyc.gov
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TOPICS: 
 Cardiovascular Disease in New York City 

 
 New York City’s Trans Fat Education Campaign 

 
 Prevent and Control High Blood Pressure 

 
 Heart Healthy Eating: How to Read a Food Label 

 
 

CLINICAL SYSTEMS IMPROVEMENT  
 
CONTACT:    CHAO WU, MBA 
    PROGRAM MANAGER 
    (212) 676-2178 
    cwu1@health.nyc.gov
 
SPEAKERS:   JOSLYN LEVY, BSN, MPH 
    DIRECTOR 
    jlevy@health.nyc.gov
 
    ELLEN COHEN, PHD 
    PREVENTIVE SERVICES ADVISOR 
    ecohen@health.nyc.gov
 
     

JEFF HARRIS 
    PREVENTIVE SERVICES ADVISOR 
    jharris@health.nyc.gov
 
    THOMAS COZART 
    PREVENTIVE SERVICES ADVISOR 
    tcozart@health.nyc.gov
 
TOPICS: 

 The Chronic Care Model 
 

 Self-management Support: Goal Setting 
 
 

DIABETES PREVENTION AND CONTROL  
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  SHADI CHAMANY, MD, MPH 
    DIRECTOR 

(212) 676-2178 
schamany@health.nyc.gov

Page 31 of 40 
NYC DOHMH Speakers’ Bureau 2006 

mailto:cwu1@health.nyc.gov
mailto:jlevy@health.nyc.gov
mailto:ecohen@health.nyc.gov
mailto:jharris@health.nyc.gov
mailto:tcozart@health.nyc.gov
mailto:schamany@health.nyc.gov


 
SPEAKERS:   DIANA  BERGER, MD, MSC 
    MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
    dberger@health.nyc.gov
 

ROSA ROSEN, JD 
    DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING  
    rrosen@health.nyc.gov
 
TOPICS: 

 Diabetes: The Basics 
 

 Know and Control your ABC’s 
 

 Self-management Education for Adults with Diabetes 
 

 Diabetes in NYC: Epidemiology and Innovative Interventions 
 
 

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AND NUTRITION  
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  SABRINA BARONBERG, MPH 
    PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST 
    (212) 227-5242 
    sbaronbe@health.nyc.gov
 
SPEAKERS:   CANDACE YOUNG, MS 
    DIRECTOR OF PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AND NUTRITION 
    (212) 442-1851 
    cyoung1@health.nyc.gov
 

JULIE BALAY, MS 
    NUTRITION EDUCATOR 
    (718) 398-1031 
    jbalay@health.nyc.gov     
 
TOPICS: 

 Overview of Obesity in New York City 
 

 Overview of Childhood Obesity in New York City 
 

 Overview of SPARK Program: Implementation of Physical Activity 
Programs in NYC Day Care Centers and NYC Public Schools 
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DAY CARE, PRE-SCHOOL, AND PRE-KINDERGARTEN STAFF 
 

 Overview of Childhood Obesity in New York City 
 

 Infant and Child Feeding Practices 
 

 Understanding and Implementing Nutritional Guidelines 
 

 Menu Planning 
 

 Methods for Increasing and Improving Daily Physical Activity and 
Exercise 

 
 Physical Activity, Nutrition and Asthma 

 
 
PTA AND SCHOOL CHILDREN AUDIENCES 
 

 Overview of Childhood Obesity in New York City 
 

 Mission Nutrition: Nutrition Tips for Children 
 
 
FOR GENERAL PUBLIC 
 

 Overview of Obesity in New York City 
 

 Lifestyle Planning: Healthier Habits for Life 
  
 

PUBLIC HEALTH DETAILING PROGRAM 
 
CONTACT:   SOLVEIG WILDER 
    (212) 676-2011 
    swilder1@health.nyc.gov
 
SPEAKERS:   KELLY LARSON, MPH 
    DIRECTOR 
    klarson@health.nyc.gov

 
MICHELLE DRESSER, MPH 

    DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
   mdreser@health.nyc.gov
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TOPICS: 
 Public Health Detailing Campaigns in New York City 

- Asthma 
- Colon Cancer Screening 
- Contraception 
- Depression Screening 
- Diabetes – Targeted Neighborhoods as Well as Citywide 
- Emergency Contraception 
- Hypertension 
- Influenza Vaccination 
- Smoking Cessation – Targeted Neighborhoods as Well as  
   Citywide                              

 
 Developing Appropriate Health Education Materials for the Patient 

and the Provider 
 

 Effective Communications and Selling Skills with Health Care 
Providers 

 
 
WORKSITE WELLNESS  

 
CONTACT:   SABIRA TAHER, MPH 
    PROJECT MANAGER 
    (212) 676-2178 
    staher@health.nyc.gov
 
SPEAKER:   DARIA LUISI, PHD, MPH 
    DIRECTOR 
    dluisi@health.nyc.gov
 
TOPICS:  

 Implementing “Eat Well at Work” Policies 
 

 The CDC Worksite Wellness Promotion Project: A Public-Private 
Partnership 

 
 Implementing Smoking Cessation Projects in the Work Setting 

 
 

BUREAU OF MATERNAL, INFANT, AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 
 
CONTACT:  VIRGINIA E. ROBERTSON, MD, MSCPH  

MEDICAL SPECIALIST FOR PROVIDER EDUCATION 
(212) 788-9406 / (212) 442-1740 
vroberts@health.nyc.gov
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SPEAKERS: BMIRH STAFF AND SELECTED COMMUNITY HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS 
 
TOPICS: 

 
  OVERVIEWS AND PROGRAMS 

 
 Current Issues In Maternal and Infant Health 

 
 Current Issues in Reproductive Health 

 
 The Nurse-Family Partnership: An Evidence-based Approach to 

Improving Maternal and Child Outcomes 
 

 The “Welcome Newborn” Home Visit Program: Reaching Out to 
First-Time Parents 

    
CONTRACEPTION 

 
 Contraception Update 

 
 Emergency Contraception and Prevention of Unintended 

Pregnancy 
   
 
INFANT HEALTH 
 

 Infant Mortality Trends in NYC and Strategies to Reduce Disparities 
 

 Perinatal Periods of Risk: An Approach to Analyzing Fetal and 
Infant Mortality 
 

 Updating Our Approach to SIDS Risk Reduction: From 
Epidemiology to Practice 

 
 Breastfeeding Trends and Promotion in NYC 

 
 
MATERNAL HEALTH 
 

 Active Maternal Mortality Surveillance and Maternal Mortality 
Trends in New York City 

 
 Prevention and Maternal Deaths Through Improved Management 

of Hemorrhage 
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 Improving Perinatal Outcomes: Optimizing Women’s Health Before 
Pregnancy 

  
 
TEEN PREGNANCY 

 
 NYC Trends and DOHMH Programs to Reduce Teen Pregnancy 

Rates 
 

 Teen Pregnancy Prevention Programs: What Works and What 
Doesn’t 

 
 

BUREAU OF SCHOOL HEALTH 
 

CONTACT/SPEAKER:  ROGER PLATT, MD 
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
(212) 676-2478 
rplatt@health.nyc.gov
 

TOPICS: 
 Public Health Initiatives of the Office of School Health for New York 

City Children 
 

 Vision Screening and Provision of Glasses in School 
 

 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  OXIRIS BARBOT, MD 

MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
(212) 676-2469 
obarbot@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPICS: 

 Public Health Initiatives of the Office of School Health for New York 
City Children 

 
 Coordinated School Health 

 
 Communicable Disease Investigations in a School Setting 

 
 Managing Chronic Illness in a School Setting 

 
 Asthma in Schools 
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BUREAU OF TOBACCO CONTROL  
 

CONTACT/SPEAKER:   SARAH PERL, MPH 
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 

    (212) 676-5129 
sperl@health.nyc.gov
 

TOPICS: 
 The Commissioner’s Five Point Plan 

 
 Smoking Cessation 

 
 Smoke Free Air Act 

 
 Environmental Tobacco Smoke 

 
 Tobacco Epidemiology 

 
 NRT Project 

 
 Reality Check 

 
 Coalition 

 
 Developing Community Partnerships 

 
  

DISTRICT  PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICES 
         

CONTACT:    EVE CAGAN  
(212) 788-4330 

    ecagan@health.nyc.gov
       
      SPEAKERS:  ADAM KARPATI, MD, MPH 
    ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
    BROOKLYN DISTRICT PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICE 
    (646) 253-5700 
    akarpati@health.nyc.gov
  
    ANDREW GOODMAN, MD 
    ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER 

   EAST AND CENTRAL HARLEM  
DISTRICT PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICE 
(212) 360-5980 
agoodman@health.nyc.gov
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JANE BEDELL, MD 
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
BRONX DISTRICT PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICE 

       (718) 466-9178 
abedell@health.nyc.gov
 

TOPIC: 
 NYC DOHMH’S District Public Health Offices 

 
 Health Disparities 

 
 Government-community Collaboration 

 
 Using Local Epidemiology to Help Set Health Priorities 

 
  
DIVISION OF MENTAL HYGIENE 

 
CONTACT:   MEGGAN CHRISTMAN,  

SPECIAL ASSISTANT 
mchristm@health.nyc.gov

 
 

SPEAKER:   LLOYD I. SEDERER, MD  
EXECUTIVE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
(212) 219-5400 
lsederer@health.nyc.gov
 

TOPICS: 
 What is Quality in Mental Health Services and How Can We 

Measure and Improve It? 
 

 Prevalence and Burden of Mental Hygiene Disorders in New York 
City 

 
 Goals and Priorities for the DOHMH Division of Mental Hygiene 

 
 Public Mental Hygiene Initiatives in New York City 

 
 

BUREAU OF PLANNING, EVALUATION, AND QUALITY IMPROVEMENT 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  JANE PLAPINGER 
    ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
    (212) 219-5443 
    jplaping@health.nyc.gov
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TOPICS: 
 Local Mental Health Planning 

 
 Personalized Recovery-Oriented Services (PROS) 

 
 

BUREAU OF PROGRAM SERVICES 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  JORGE PETIT, MD 

    ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER 
    (212) 219-5433 

    jpetit@health.nyc.gov
  
TOPICS: 

 Substance Abuse 
      - Buprenorphine Treatment for Opioid Dependence 
      - Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment 

 
 Depression Screening and Management in Primary Care 

 
 General Adult Psychiatry Topics (Schizophrenia, Bipolar Disorder, 

Depression and Anxiety Disorders) 
 

 Mental Hygiene Sector Updates 
- Health Disparities 
- Latino Mental Hygiene Updates 

 
 TCNY Overview (Spanish) 

 
 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:   DENISE PAONE 
    RESEARCH SCIENTIST 

(212) 219-5387 
dpaone@health.nyc.gov

TOPICS: 
 Injection Drug Use (IDU) Issues 

 
 Buprenorphine 

 
 Harm-reduction Model/Services 

 
 The Chemical Dependency Treatment System in New York City 

 
 

 Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Prevention Services in New 
York City 
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 Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment 

 
 
CHILD AND ADOLESCENT SERVICES OFFICE 

 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  MYLA HARRISON, MD 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
(212) 219-5444 
mharrison@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPIC: 

 Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services 
 
 

MENTAL RETARDATION AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES (MR/DD) COMMUNITY 
LIAISON 
  

CONTACT/SPEAKER:  WILLIAM LOPEZ 
    ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 

(212) 219-5566 
wlopez1@health.nyc.gov

 
TOPICS: 

 MR/DD Needs and Trends in New York City 
 

 Special Populations 
- MRDD-Substance Abuse 
- MRDD-Mental Health (Dual Diagnosed) 
 

 MR/DD Students Transitioning from DOE to MR/DD Service 
System 

 
 
TCNY MENTAL HYGIENE INITIATIVES OFFICE 

 
CONTACT/SPEAKER:  SANDRA RAMOS 

   DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
   (212) 219-5389 
   sramos@health.nyc.gov

TOPICS: 
 Depression 

      - Minority Populations 
- Elderly 
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