
HPV Vaccine Now Available for
Girls and Women Aged 9 to 26
Human papillomavirus (HPV) is the most common sexually transmitted infection
in the United States. About 20 million people are currently infected. Nearly 
75% of new infections occur in 15- to 24-year-olds.

• A new vaccine for girls and women aged 9 to 26, Gardasil, was approved by 
the FDA in June 2006 to protect against 4 types of HPV that cause 70% of 
cervical cancers and 90% of genital warts.

• The Advisory Committee for Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommends 
the vaccine be routinely administered to girls at ages 11 to 12 in a 3-dose series.
It is not currently licensed for males.

• Because the highest levels of immunity are achieved in younger individuals,
clinicians are encouraged to administer the HPV vaccination to patients as young 
as 9 years old. Vaccination is also important for girls and women 13 to 26.
Pap testing and screening for HPV DNA or HPV antibody is not recommended
prior to vaccination.

• Contraindications are pregnancy, hypersensitivity to yeast, or hypersensitivity 
to a previous dose. HPV vaccination is not a substitute for Pap testing, and 
recommendations for cervical cancer screening have not changed.

• HPV vaccine is available through the Vaccines for Children Program (VFC) 
for VFC-eligible girls and adolescents ages 9 to 18 years. The vaccine is also
covered by Medicaid. Fax orders to VFC at (212) 447–8196.

For more information, visit www.cdc.gov/nip/vaccine/hpv/default.htm.
For patient education information in English or Spanish, visit: www.cdc.gov/std/hpv.

Ensure Full Shipment!

• To ensure full shipment of vaccines, you must report to the CIR at least 
90% of the doses you receive from VFC.

• If you are reporting less than 90%, according to your CIR-generated Doses
Administered Report, please call the CIR immediately so we can help you
meet this goal. Call (212) 676–2323, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

2007 ACIP Recommendations
• View the 2007 Recommended Childhood and Adolescent Immunization

Schedule at cdc.gov/nip/recs/child-schedule.htm.

Report Suspected 
Child Abuse and Neglect
The New York City Department 
of Health and Mental Hygiene, 
the New York City Administration
for Children's Services, and 
the Mayor’s Interagency Task
Force on Child Welfare and 
Safety remind medical providers
and other mandated reporters 
to immediately report all 
suspected cases of child abuse 
or neglect, as the law requires.  

Call the New York State Central
Register of Child Abuse and
Maltreatment at (800) 635–1522,
24 hours a day. If the child is 
in immediate danger, call 911.  

Mandated reporters play a 
crucial role in keeping children
safe and helping families 
in crisis.  

For more information, call 311 
and ask for a guide for mandated
reporters, or visit nyc.gov/acs.  

We help you call the shots!
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Reminders

Online Registry users can now
print official day care medical
forms with immunizations, as
well as patient and provider
information, already filled in.

Other Online Registry forms
available:

School 211-S (School Physical
Exam Form) 

WIC Medical Referral Form 

Daycamp/Afterschool/Youth 
Center Form 

To become an Online Registry
user, call (212) 676–2323 to get 
a user ID and password.

 



Winter 2007
The Bureau of Immunization 
recognizes practitioners who have
improved their CIR coverage and
reached or exceeded 90% coverage
(2-year-olds for the 4:3:1:3:3:1
series) by chart review.  

This winter, we are 
pleased to honor:

Dr. Bum Y. Park,
Queens

Dr. Lilya Darevskaya,
Brooklyn 

Dr. Teresa Chan,
Health Unlimited, Manhattan 

‘It’s Fantastic’
Dr. Juan Tapia-Mendoza 
and Dr. Melinda Holiday
Pediatrics 2000, Washington Heights

A brightly-painted façade on West
207th street in Washington

Heights marks the home of the newest
“Pediatric 2000” walk-in clinic. Started
by Dr. Juan Tapia-Mendoza 2 years ago,
the office is one of 4 Pediatric 2000
clinics in Upper Manhattan and the
South Bronx that accept walk-in
patients and together administer more
than 27,000 vaccinations a year to
VFC-eligible children and adolescents.

About a third of the children who visit the clinic are new patients who walk in
with urgent health care needs. Under the direction of Maya Ramirez, physician
assistant and clinic manager for the Pediatric 2000 clinics, clinic staff use the
CIR’s Online Registry to ensure that all new patients, many of whom have been
vaccinated by several providers, are up to date on immunizations.

For example, Ada Caro, a medical assistant, uses the Online Registry to retrieve
and update patient immunization records for physician review, as well as report
immunizations to the CIR. By reporting 100% of the VFC vaccine doses it
receives, the clinic maintains its eligibility for full shipment of VFC vaccines.

“It’s fantastic to have the CIR online,” says Dr. Melinda Holiday, a pediatrician 
at the Washington Heights office. Staff regularly use the Online Registry to 
print out school medical forms—already filled with patient, immunization, and
provider information, which saves a lot time. The Washington Heights office
recently called 135 2-year-olds back to the clinic to bring them fully up to date
on immunizations and to report their immunizations the CIR.

All Pediatrics 2000 clinics work closely with the Health Department’s
Immunization Improvement Spread Project, which helps ensure that all children
receive recommended immunizations and that they are reported to the CIR.
As part of the project, the clinics receive quarterly updates on the VFC doses
they report to the CIR, their CIR coverage rate, and a list of patients due for
immunizations, as well as Online Registry user activity.

To participate in Immunization Improvement, call Dr. Denise Benkel 
at (212) 676–1447.

From left to right: Physician Assistant Maya Ramirez,
Medical Assistant Ada Caro, and Dr. Melinda Holiday
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To improve the immunization
status of all NYC children by
consolidating immunization
information and sharing it with
health care providers, families,
and agencies concerned with 
children’s health.

Our Mission:

Honor Roll:

We help you call the shots!
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