
Student Records at

Your Fingertips

New Varicella Vaccine
Recommendations
On June 29, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices voted to 
recommend that all children receive 2 doses of varicella vaccine, as follows:

• The first dose should be given at age 12 to 15 months and the 
second at 4 to 6 years.

• Children and adolescents who have received 1 dose should get a second one.

• When the first dose is administered to a child younger than 13 years, the 
minimum interval between the 2 doses should be 3 months. However, if 
the second dose is administered at least 28 days following the first, it need 
not be repeated.

• When the first dose is administered at 13 years or older, the recommended
minimum interval between doses is 28 days.

• People who have received 2 doses of varicella vaccine do not need 
another dose.

For more information, visit www.cdc.gov/nip/vaccine/varicella

Child Health Plus B vaccines are now distributed through the

Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program.

• For information or to enroll in VFC, call (212) 447-8175.

• To order vaccines, fax (212) 447-8196.

• To ensure full shipment of vaccines, you must report to the CIR at least
90% of the doses you administer.

• If you are reporting less than 90%, according to your CIR-generated Doses
Administered Report, please call the CIR immediately so we can help you
meet this goal. Call (212) 676-2323, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Time for a flu shot! 

• All children should get an annual flu shot from age 
6 months until their 5th birthday.

• Make sure all health care workers get flu shots early 
in the season.

• Check nyc.gov/health/flu for more information.

New York City students — day
care, nursery/pre-kindergarten 
and kindergarten through 12th
grade — must meet immunization
requirements to attend school.
For more information, visit
nyc.gov/health.

Ease the back-to-school rush by
getting your patients’ immunization
records quickly and easily from the
Online Registry, where you can
print out the following forms with
the patient’s name, date of birth,
immunizations, and provider 
information already on them:

• Patients’ immunization records

• School Physical Exam 
Form (211-S) 

• Day Care Medical 
Record Form

To become an Online Registry
user, call (212) 676-2323 to get a
user ID and password. 

We help you call the shots!
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The Bureau of Immunization 
recognizes practitioners who
have reached or exceeded 90%
coverage for 2-year-olds for the
4:3:1:3:3:1 series by chart review
and have improved their CIR
coverage. 

This fall, we are pleased 

to honor:

Dr. Francis DeVito 
and Dr. Leslie Alvarado,
Brooklyn and Staten Island offices

Dr. Sherif Nasr,
Central Brooklyn Medical Group-
Downtown Center  

Dr. Lyudmila Oslon,
Queens Long Island Medical Group 
Forest Hills Office 

Queens Long Island 
Medical Group,
Richmond Hill Office

Dr. Eric Krauss,
Interboro Pediatrics and Adolescent
Medicine, Brooklyn 

Dr. Elizabeth Szilagyi, Brooklyn

‘It’s Magic’
Dr. Zvi M. Eckstein, 
Pediatrics and Asthma Clinic, Staten Island

”We are great believers in tech-
nology,” says Dr. Zvi Eckstein, lead
pediatrician for a busy practice
serving a diverse group of families
on Staten Island’s North Shore. Dr.
Eckstein sees 150 to 200 patients
weekly, with half those visits for
immunizations. Two years ago,
Office Manager Sandra Kallimutoo
made the switch from paper to
online reporting to the CIR. Thanks
to her efforts and those of Senior
Medical Assistant Gwen Rice, the
practice now reports all immuniza-
tions through the Online Registry.

The switch to online helped Dr.
Eckstein’s office report 100% of
Vaccines for Children doses to the
CIR, guaranteeing full shipment. Using the Online Registry allows Dr. Eckstein’s
staff to update and print medical forms complete with patient, immunization,
and provider information for the Women, Infants, and Children program, camp,
school, and day care—all at the click of a mouse. “It’s magic,” says Dr. Eckstein.

Dr. Eckstein says his practice is well-rewarded for reporting online. “We see the
payback all the time,” he says. “The bonus comes when we print the record and
place it in the chart on the child’s first birthday.”

Using the Online Registry has also improved Dr. Eckstein’s CIR coverage rate.
A December 2005 review of medical charts showed a 91% coverage rate for 
2-year-olds for the 4:3:1:3:3:1 series—but the CIR coverage rate was much
lower. Dr. Eckstein and his staff identified patients whose immunization histories
had not been recorded in the CIR and added them using the Online Registry.
This increased their CIR coverage rate, and allows Dr. Eckstein to monitor it 
regularly using the CIR.

Dr. Eckstein also participates in the Health Department’s Immunization
Improvement Spread Project, which helps ensure that all children receive 
recommended immunizations and that they are reported to the CIR. As part of
the project, he receives quarterly reports of the Vaccines for Children doses his
office reports to the CIR, CIR coverage rate, and Online Registry user activity.

To participate in Immunization Improvement, call Dr. Denise Benkel at
212-676-1447.

Clockwise from left: Medical Assistant Douglas VanDyke,
Dr. Zvi M. Eckstein, Senior Medical Assistant Gwen Rice,
Office Manager Sandra Kallimutoo

Best Practices

The Citywide Immunization Registry • 125 Worth Street • CN #64R • New York, NY 10013 • (212) 676-2323 • fax (212) 676-2314

Visit Us Online!     nyc.gov/health/cir

To improve the immunization
status of all NYC children by
consolidating immunization

information and sharing it with
health care providers, families,
and agencies concerned with 

children’s health.

Our Mission:

Honor Roll:

We help you call the shots!
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