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We help you call the shots!

It's Not Too Late to Vaccinate!

he Bureau of Immunization has influenza vaccine
available. If you have high-risk patients who have not yet
been vaccinated because you lacked vaccine, please order
itand recall those patients.
Vaccine for Vaccines For Children (VFC)-eligible children
may be ordered by calling 212-447-8175.

Vaccine for other children may be purchased by com-
pleting a request at www.nyc.gov/health/flusurvey

The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices
(ACIP) and the VFC program have expanded recommen-
dations for children and adolescents to receive influenza
vaccine. Targeted groups now include:

all children >6months to 23 months of age;

all children >6months to 18 years of age with chronic
iliness;

all children >6months to 18 years on long-term aspi-
rin therapy;

all children >6months to 18 years who are residents of
long-term care facilities ;

any child or adolescent who will be in any stage of
pregnancy during the influenza season;

all children>6months to 18 years who are household
contacts of persons in high-risk groups.

Children >6 months through 8 years of age who are re-
ceiving influenza vaccine for the first time should receive
two doses separated by at least 4 weeks. Children >6
months through 35 months of age should receive a 0.25
mL dose; children> 3 years should receive 0.5mL.
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Do not hold vaccine inreserve for this second dose; do
not delay the second dose if the child is in the office.

Influenza disease typically peaks in late January through
March. There have been outbreaks of influenza as late as
May. Itis not too late to vaccinate even into the spring.

Children may receive flu vaccine until the vaccine expires,
June 30, 2005. If a child under 9 years of age receives at
least one dose of vaccine this year, they will require only
one dose of vaccine next flu season (2005-20006). Influenza
vaccine may be administered along with any other rou-
tinely recommended vaccine.

Alldoses of any vaccine administered to children <8 years
ofage in NYC must be reported to the CIR. Doses of vaccine
givento children 8-18 years of age may be reported with
parental/guardian consent (note: consent forms are avaik
able from CIR).

VEC Provider Report

Please note that if you reqularly re-
port immunizations to the CIR, you may
be exempt from filling out the VFC Pro-
vider report. Please call Barbara Shields
for more information at 212-447-8175.
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uarterly Feature:
Practice of the Quarter

Dr. Eddie Yang

octor Eddie Yang and his staff
demonstrate outstanding effort to
make sure that their patients are up-
to-date forimmunizations. They also
takes their responsibility to report
very seriously, ensuring thatimmu-
nizations are reported within 14
days of administration, as mandated
by the NYC Health Code.
Onaverage, Dr. Yang's practice
vaccinates 250 patients a week. Dr.
Yang looks the patient up in the
Online Registry, reports the shots
given that day, and reports any his-
torical shots not already in the CIR. If
he can'tfind a patient, Dr. Yang re-
ports the shots using paper forms.

Ordering
VEC Vaccine

The CIR now generates monthly reports for public
and private heathcare providers on the administration
of Vaccines For Children (VFC) doses.

These reports are used to account for the provider’s
use of VFC vaccine. The report includes a comparison
of immunizations reported to the CIR and the quantity
of vaccines ordered. By reporting the immunizations
you administer to the CIR, you will ensure that an ad-
equate supply of VFC vaccine will continue to be

shipped to your office.

Dr.Yang's practice has been reporting online since

2003. They appreciate the exciting features which make
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cella vaccine.

Heads Up!

Varicella vaccine will be required for all sixth
graders for the coming school year.

All children born between 1994 and 1997
who are entering or enrolled in sixth grade
must be vaccinated against chickenpox if
they have not had a documented case of
chickenpox or have not already had the vari-

working with the CIR more
than just another reporting
requirement. For example,
when a parent or guardian
comes inlooking for anim-
munization record for
school, day care, or camp ad-
mission, the staff can quickly
printout the record.
According to Dr.

Yang, “As ageneral concept,
theregistry is a great ideal!
We have patients that come
from other providersand are
able to get the information
rightaway.”

The CIR staff thanks
Dr. Yang and his staff for
their work and commends
them for their dedication to
providing quality patient
care.

Free

To learn how to access patient records
and report immunizations via personal

computer and the Internet, call us at
212-676-2323.

Our Mission:

Training
~at Your
\ Office

Numbers to know:
Private providers:

call 212-447-8175

or fax 212-442-5194

Public providers:

call 212-447-2553

or fax 212-447-2558



