
 

Steps to Apply for a License 

   To apply for the Green Cart waiting lists, you need a mobile food
 vending license. It is the same license you would use to operate any 
mobile food cart or truck. If you plan to apply for the Green Cart waiting 
     lists, you must get a license if you do not have one already.

(Allow 4-8 weeks)

1. Apply for a Certificate of Authority to Collect Sales Tax from the New
            York State Department of Taxation and Finance. 
           Go to www.nys-permits.org or call (800)342-3464.

  May
take 2-5 
 weeks

  2. Register in person for the Health Department’s Food Protection
Course for Mobile Food Vendors. Go to the Citywide Licensing Center 
 (42 Broadway, 5th Floor, Manhattan) and pay the $53 fee by certified 
                        check or money order.*

May take up to 4 weeks

3. Take the Food Protection Course for Mobile Food Vendors.
                  (2 days @ 4 hours/day)

May take 1 week

Prepare your documents:
• Proof of address 
• Photo ID 
• SSN (or ITIN) 
• Sales Tax Certificate 
• Child Support 
   Enforcement form

   4. Apply for your license in person at the
Citywide Licensing Center. Pay the $50 fee by 
       certified check or money order.*

May take 2-3 weeks

5. When you receive your license in the mail, you may apply to be on
                   the Green Cart waiting lists.

* There is no fee for a license if you are an 
honorably discharged veteran of the United 
States Armed Services and present a New 
York State Peddler’s Certificate or are the 
surviving spouse or domestic partner of a 
veteran with this certificate. 

For more information, call 311 and ask for “Green Carts” or go to nyc.gov/greencarts.

Other languages available: Arabic (عربي), Bengali (বাংলা), Chinese (中文), Spanish (Español), and Urdu (اردو) 
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