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Why We Need Buprenorphine

A new treatment for addiction to heroin and

narcotic pain relievers

|
Onefifth of al U.S. heroin userslivein NYC

|
Among large U.S. citi&s, NY C has the highest
heroin use per capita
|

200,000 New Y orkers are using heroin
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Why We Need Buprenorphine

o Untreated heroin addiction leads to:
_ Death from overdose | \
— Infectious diseases (HIV and hepatitis)
— Crime |
— Disruption of families
e Thefinancial burdeni |s est mated to bein

the billions of dollars annual Iy
|
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Why We Need Buprenorphi ne

* Narcotic pan rell eversare the second most
commonly abused drugs .

* They include medications such as vicodin,
oxycontin, darvon, and percocet

o |ndividuals addicted to these medications

may become heroin users
|
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Why WeNeed Buprenorphi ne

* Opioid addiction can be effectively treated
with medications .

* Methadone treatment Is unpopular because
adaly clinicvisitisrequired =

» Only 34,000 New Y orkers are enrolled in
methadone programs
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How Buprenorphi ne Works

It isanew treatment for people addicted to
heroin or narcotic pain relievers

 Unlike methadone, patients do not have to
attend aclinic every day to take it
|

 Prescriptions can be written in adoctor’s
office and filled at a pharmacy ‘
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How Buprenorphine Works

o |tisapartia agonist
— Weaker effects
— Safertouse’

 Long duration of action
|

« Mild withdrawal symptoms
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How Buprenorphi ne Works

o |tistaken mtheform of a sublingual tablet

It iscombi ned Wlth nal oxone to prevent
Injectionuse ' |

» The brand name for the combination tablet

1S Suboxone |
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How Buprenorphi ne Works

* Patients can take |t temporarily asa

detoxification agent \

» Patients can be maintained on it for long

periods of time \
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|ntroducing Buprenorphine
Treatment InNYC

The Challenges
|
Federal and state regulations and restrictions
— The 30 patient limit |
— The 8-hour training requirement
— Administrative requirements

Physician attitudes *
nsurance coverage |
Poorly promoted by Reckitt Benckiser
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|ntroducing Buprenorphine
Treatment In NYC |

DOHI\/IH Actlon Plan

e |ntroduce Buprenorphl ne treatment in:
— Chemical dependency programs
— Primary care cllnlcs
—HIV/AIDSCImICS |
— City correctional system
|
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|ntroducing Buprenorphine
Treatment InNYC

DOHMH Action Plan

\
e Ensurefair rembursement \ \

— Work to establish an INsurance rate code for
Buprenorphine induction

« Advocate for appropn ate (not burdensome)
regulations

e Collect data on:
— Number of physicians prescribing Buprenorphine
— Number of patients taking Buprenorphine
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‘Summary
Buprenorphine

* A new medication for the treatment of opioid

addiction that can be prescribed in adoctor’'s
office |

e A new opportunity to engage thousands of
Individuals that had refused treatment with
methadone |

« DOHMH |swork| ng to see that New Y orkers

know about about It, have accessto'it, and receive

treatment with It \ |
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