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2009: The Year Ahead

In the year ahead, the Department will continue to focus on making construction sites safer for
workers and the public, expanding oversight of construction activity and streamlining
Department operations. As part of this effort, the Department will introduce handheld computers
for Inspectors, establish standards for professionals to participate in the professional
certification program, and modernize its Cranes & Derricks Unit. In addition, starting July, the
new NYC Construction Codes will be mandated for all new construction.

Focusing on Safety

Managing High Risk Construction
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building in New York City. At BuildSafe New York, experts will detail findings from the study and
participants will discuss recommendations to create a safer construction industry.

Please visit www.navigatingopportunities.com for program and registration information for the
BuildSafe New York event.
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Raising Standards for New Construction
Dedicafed to Salely
For the past year, professionals have had the option to use the 1968 Building Code or the new

NYC Construction Codes. Beginning July 1, 2009, all new construction must comply with the

new NYC Construction Codes. The new NYC Construction Codes enhance building and
construction safety through expanded requirements for fire protection, structural integrity and
job site accountability on all new construction projects.

Setting New Safety Requirements for Demolition Work
Dedicated te Salely
To enhance the safety of demolition work, the Department is streamlining the process for

accepting demolition documents and will require additional information to be submitted on
partial and full demolition jobs. Stay tuned to Buildings News to learn more about these
changes.

Increasing Construction Oversight

Registering for Special Inspections

Registration for the Special Inspection Agency Program will be rolled out in Spring 2009,
allowing agencies to electronically register with the Department. Special Inspections, which
replace Controlled Inspections from the 1968 Building Code, are important to ensure
compliance with the code and rules of the Department.

Visit the new NYC Construction Codes section of the Department's website for important
updates and information.

Expanding Oversight of the Professional Certification Program

This year the Department will launch a new program for licensed architects and engineers who
wish to professionally certify applications. Under this new program, only individuals who meet
standards set by the Department will be allowed to professionally certify.

Greening New York City

To further the energy-efficiency goals of PlaNYC, the Department
will begin auditing New Building and Alteration applications for
compliance with the Energy Conservation Construction Code of
New York State (ECCCNYS) in February 2009. Applications that
do not meet these requirements will be issued objections and
notices of revocation as appropriate. To demonstrate compliance
with ECCCNYS, applicants filing New Building and Alteration
Type 1, 2 or 3 OT applications are required to include a
Professional Statement, Energy Analysis and Supporting
Documentation with their application. To learn more, please visit
the NYS Energy Code section of the Department's website.
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Streamlining Operations

Handheld Technology for Inspectors

In the upcoming year, the Department will equip all field inspection teams with newly-
engineered, state-of-the-art, handheld wireless technology. With this new equipment, DOB
Inspectors will be able to upload inspection results and violation information to the Department's
Building Information System (BIS). This new technology will increase the efficiency and
accuracy of the inspection process and decrease delays in reporting crucial safety information
at construction sites.

Overhauling the Cranes & Derricks Unit

The Department is in the process of overhauling its Cranes & Derricks Unit by revising forms
and permits to capture and display pertinent information, putting more information online, and
standardizing inspection checklists. As part of this modernization, a new database is being
developed to include plan examination and inspection results. In March, workers will be
required to show proof of compliance with training requirements outlined in Intro 794-A

(83319.10 of the Building Code), which was signed into law on September 22, 2008.

Reminders

Documentation for Class C Hoist Machine Operator Licenses

Individuals seeking to maintain a Class C Hoist Machine Operator License must provide
documentation of certification from the National Commission for the Certification of Crane
Operations (NCCCO) by September 30, 2009.

Safety Training Deadline Extended
Dedicated ta Salely
All workers at "major buildings" are now required to complete a 10-hour OSHA-approved safety

class. The deadline to complete this training has been extended to July 1, 2009.

New SRO Required Item

Beginning February 2, 2009, applicants seeking to alter or demolish a Single Room Occupancy
multiple dwelling must comply with a new required item on all applications that have not yet
reached approved status. This required item does not apply to Alteration Type 3 applications
for sheds, fences or curb cuts.

Elevator Inspections

With the increased elevator inspection and filing requirements put in place by the new NYC
Construction Codes, the Department is allowing Inspectors who have obtained Qualified

Elevator Inspector (QEI) certification, but are not Department-licensed, to perform elevator
inspections and tests in calendar year 2009.
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Visit our Homepage for more information on any of these announcements.

Send your comments & suggestions on Buildings News
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