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TO: 
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Richard C. Visconti, RA 

October 25, 1996 

SUBJECT: Adult Establishments -- Measuring the 500 feet distance requirement 

Reference: 	Zoning Resolution Sections 11-113, 11-30, 12-10, 32-00, 32-01, 42-00, 42-01, 
42-55, 51-00, 52-00, and 72-00, et sect .  

Purpose: 	To clarify the manner in which the Department determines the distances between 
adult establishments and schools or places of worship/churches. 

Effective: 	October 26, 1996 

Specifics: 

Pursuant to the Zoning Resolution, adult establishments are not permitted in residence 
districts and certain commercial districts. In those districts in which adult establishments are 
permitted, the Zoning Resolution requires that such establishments be located at least 500 feet from 
a place of worship/church, a school (both also referred to as "sensitive receptors"), or another adult 
establishment. A "place of worship"/"church" is defined in PPN # 7/96. A "school" is defined in 
Section 12-10 of the Zoning Resolution. In order to ascertain whether an adult establishment is 
within 500 feet of such sensitive receptor or another adult establishment, the Department of Buildings 
shall determine the 500-foot distance radially as set forth below. 



Measuring From the Adult Establishment 

When measuring from the adult establishment, the 500-foot distance shall be rneasured from 
the center line of the door(s) of the principal entrance of the adult establishment or from the center 
line of the ground floor door(s) giving the most direct street access to the adult establishment.  

Measuring Between Two Adult Establishments "A" and "B" 

When measuring between two adult establishments, the 500-foot distance shall be measured 
from the center line of the door(s) of the principal entrance of adult establishment "A" or from the 
center line of the ground-floor door(s) giving the most direct street access to adult establishment "A" 
to the center line of the door(s) of the principal entrance of adult establishment "B" or to the center 
line of the ground floor door(s) giving the most direct street access to adult establishment "B". 

Measuring From the Adult Establishment to the Sensitive Receptor 

With respect to measuring from the adult establishment to the sensitive receptor, the 500-foot 
distance shall be measured from the center line of the door(s) of the principal entrance of the adult 
establishment or from the center line of the ground floor door(s) giving the most direct street access 
to the adult establishment to the outside face of the closest demising wall of the school or place of 
worship. If there are outdoor spaces directly adjacent to and customarily used by such school or 
place of worship, such as a school playground, the 500-foot distance shall be measured from the 
previously described door(s) of the adult establishment to the nearest boundary point of a school 
playground rather than the boundary of the school building. 

However, if a school or place of worship shares a zoning lot with an unrelated use such as a 
commercial office building, the office building portion of the zoning lot shall not be considered part 
of the sensitive receptor site. 
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PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING RESOLUTION RELATING 

TO ADULT ESTABLISHMENTS 

PROHIBITED LOCATIONS 

Adult establishments are not permitted in the following districts or locations: 

• on the same zoning lot as another adult establishment 

• Residence districts 

■ Cl, C2, C3, C4, C5, C6-1, C6-2, or C6-3 zoning districts. 

■ C6-4, C6-5, C6-6, C6-7, C6-8, C6-9, C7, or C8 zoning districts within 500' of: 

• a church 

a school 

a residence districts 

a CI, C2, C3, C4, C5-1, C6-1, C6-2, or C6-3 zoning district, 

a manufacturing district, other than M1-6M district, in which new residence, new joint 

living-work quarters for artists, or new loft dwellings are allowed, under the provisions 

of the zoning resolution, as-of-right or by special permit or authorization, or 

another adult establishment.  

EXCEPTION: 	An adult establishment will not become non-conforming if a church or school locates 

within 500 feet of an existing adult establishment after April 10, 1995 (ZR 32-01 and 

42-10). 

• Manufacturing districts in which residences, joint living-work quarters for artists, or loft 

dwellings are, under the provisions of the Zoning Resolution, allowed as-of-right or by 

special permit or authorization. 

• In all other manufacturing districts within 500' of: 

• a church 

• a school 

• a residence district, 

• a Cl, C2, C3, C4, C5-1, C6-1, C6-2, or C6-3 zoning district, 

• a manufacturing district, other than M1-6M district, in which new residence, new joint 

living-work quarters for artists, or new loft dwellings are allowed, under the provisions 

of the Zoning Resolution, as-of-right by special permit or authorization, or 



PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING RESOLUTION RELATING 

TO ADULT ESTABLISHMENTS  

• another adult establishment 

EXCEPTION 	An adult establishment will not become non-conforming if a church or school locates 

within 500 feet of an existing adult establishment after April 10, 1995 (ZR 32-01 and 

42-10) 

SIZE LIMITATIONS 

• Under no circumstances may an adult establishment exceed in total 10,000 square feet of 

floor area or cellar space not used for enclosed storage or mechanical equipment.  

SIGN LIMITATIONS 

• Accessory business signs for adult establishments are permitted but are subject to the sign 

regulations otherwise applicable in Cl zoning districts except that the provisions of ZR §32-

64 shall not apply 

■ The maximum surface area of accessory business signs for adult establishments shall not 

exceed, in the aggregate, three times the street frontage of the zoning lot, but in no event 

more than 150 square feet per establishment, of which no more than 50 square feet may be 

illuminated, non-flashing signs. 

• In manufacturing districts, accessory business signs for adult establishments are not 

permitted on the roof of any building and are not permitted to extend above curb level at 

height of greater than 25 feet. 

TERMINATION OF EXISTING ADULT ESTABLISHMENTS (ZR §52-77) 

General rule: 	In all districts, non-conforming adult establishments, including any business signs 

accessory thereto, shall terminate within one year from October 25, 1995, or from 

such later date that the adult establishment or sign becomes non-conforming.  

Exceptions: 	Any adult establishment which existed on October 25, 1995, and which conforms to 

provisions of the Zoning Resolution relating to adult establishments other than the 

provisions of all or any combination of paragraphs (c), (d), and (e) of ZR §32-01 

or paragraphs (c), (d), and (e) of ZR §42-01 shall not be subject to ZR §52-77 

(Amortization provision) 



The Board of Standards and Appeals may, pursuant to ZR §72-40 and ZR §52-734, 

extend the time period for amortization of an adult establishment or business sign 

accessory thereto under specified circumstances. 

NON-CONFORMING USES (ZR §52-38) 

■ A legal non-conforming use may not be changed to an adult establishment, except as 

provided in Section 32-01 or Section 42-01.  
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