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FI’s Community-Based Organizations with President Jeremy Travis at an earlier meeting at John Jay College of Criminal Justice.

Seventh Youth Released from Detention by CFI
n Thursday, April 5th, Kings Family Court Supervising Judge Jane Pearl released a DJJ resident,
anessa, through the Department's Collaborative Family Initiative program. CFI is a discharge
lanning and reentry effort that provides youth with mental health needs immediately available
ritical services through community-based providers upon their release from detention. CFI is a
artnership with the John Jay College of Criminal Justice and seven community based providers
ncluding the Coalition for Hispanic Families, Friends of Island Academy, Full Circle Health, Good
hepherd Services, Staten Island Mental Health, Steinway Child and Family Services, and Project
TAY.

n Court, Vanessa was accompanied by her mother and Good Sheperd Services, the CBO that will
e working with her and the youth’s family. The youth had been in detention for 53 days before her
elease today.

he Department's General Counsel and Deputy Commissioner for Legal Affairs Herman Dawson
as also on hand and noted, "Today was a significant day for CFI because securing the child's

elease was accomplished by the family court's supervising jurist, which speaks volumes about the
ollaborative efforts by the parties. It was also a great feeling to be there first-hand to witness
nother success story."

he youth's assigned counsel, Eric Weisberg, also noted, "I want to thank him and all the people
rom CFI for their extraordinary efforts on her behalf. I will make sure that Vanessa is aware of all
hat you have done."

FI is part of several initiatives Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg noted in his 2007 State of the City
ddress, which outlined a significant restructuring of the juvenile justice system.
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