
Members of the Kazakhstan Judiciary toured Horizon Juvenile Center and discussed juvenile justice with DJJ.

Kazakhstan Judicial Delegation Tours Horizon Juvenile Center

On Friday, December 7th delegates from the Republic of Kazakhstan’s judiciary toured Horizon Juvenile
Center to learn about the comprehensive care and control provided by DJJ. The delegation was able to witness
firsthand the Department’s efforts as they were briefed on the juvenile justice system in New York City.

The judicial delegation was joined by Assistant Commissioner for Non-Secured Detention Stephanie Prussack
and Horizon Executive Director Eduardo Marcial, and was comprised of several distinguished Kazakhstani
judges, including Abdrashid Zhukenov, Chair of the Criminal Law Division of the Kazakhstan Supreme
Court; Judge Priyaz, Chair of the Juvenile Court in Kazakhstan’s capital city, Astana; and several members of
the judiciary from the southern city of Almaty.

While touring the facility, the delegation was treated to holiday carols by some of the residents of Horizon.
The moving experience made a lasting impression on the visitors and provided inspiration for juvenile justice
reform in their home country.

Valerie Wattenberg, an international justice reform consultant commended the attention given to youth in
detention and noted that staff “invest in helping each of them (the residents) feel how valuable, capable and
talented they are.”

The tour also provided DJJ officials a chance to brief the visiting delegation on juvenile justice reform efforts
recently undertaken, including the Release to Parent and Collaborative Family Initiatives. Both programs are
designed to return youth to their communities while providing necessary support services. The Release to
Parent Initiative targets youth being admitted to DJJ facilities and attempts to instead allow the youth to return
home with a parent or guardian until a determined court date. The Collaborative Family Initiative works to
provide critical mental health and psychiatric services to youth after being released to a parent or guardian.

Assistant Commissioner Stephanie Prussack said the following of the tour: "Inviting officials from other
jurisdictions and nations into the Department's facilities not only allows our visitors to observe DJJ's juvenile
justice reform efforts firsthand, it allows us to share ideas and learn from each other. This collaborative effort
results in the best childcare possible."
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