
Horizon residents enjoy an afternoon of pet therapy with dogs from The Good Dog Foundation.

The Good Dog Foundation Brings Pet Therapy To Horizon Residents

On Monday, October 22nd, The Good Dog Foundation proved that dogs are more than just man’s
best friend, they are also a source of unconditional affection to residents at Horizon Juvenile Center.

Staff from The Good Dog Foundation brought four dogs to Horizon to interact with male and
female residents.  The Foundation’s visit was the second of more visits that are planned to
Department facilities.

Earlier this year, DJJ contacted the Foundation to discuss the possibility of pet therapy as a means of
resolving behavior issues for young people in detention who do not receive regular visits from
family members. The Good Dog Foundation provided overwhelming documentation of the
psychological, emotional and social benefits offered to special populations by specially trained
therapy pets introduced into formal settings.

The Foundation’s cardinal message was that a dog’s unconditional love provides a powerful and
well-documented form of therapy that improves an individual’s health and well-being.

Boys and Girls at Horizon spent the afternoon with the Good Dog time and had a thoroughly
enjoyable time.  The results have been so compelling that Good Dog is already planning visits to
additional DJJ facilities.

Good Dog teams rely on dedicated volunteers who accompany therapy dogs on visits to people in
hospitals, nursing homes, rehabilitation facilities, outpatient clinics, social service agencies,
community organizations and schools.  Their recent excursions to Horizon mark the first time Good
Dog has visited DJJ.

Horizon and The Good Dog Foundation are presently finalizing arrangements to develop a core
group of residents to work with the dogs on a continuing basis.

Half of the residents who participated in the October 22nd pet therapy session have not received
visits from family members, making time spent with the Good Dog team so much more important.

Deputy Director of Programs Susan Campos said, “This experience is very therapeutic for the
residents involved. They had the opportunity to run, play and groom the dogs while engaging in
conversation with the dog’s owners.”

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦


