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Two State-Of-The-Art Juvenile Centers Open In Early 1998

By Shelley Zavlek

After years of planning, two new,
state-of-the-art juvenile facilities are
scheduled to open early in 1998.

The two new direct supervision fa
cilities, the Juvenile Centerlocated i
the Mott Haven section of the Bronx
and the Juvenile Center in th
Brownsville section of Brooklyn, will
replace Spofford Juvenile Center
New York City’s only secure deten-
tion facility and one of the nation’s
oldestand largest facilities of its kind

Spofford, which is a 289-bed facil- T
ity located in the Hunts Point section The central courtyards at the new facilities are designed to provide optimum
of the Bronx, was built in 1957 as a ][;atural Iir?ht througr:jou; tEe struclilljre.fWi:lie Bil;Ch designle((jj th(]? terrazzo
oor in the courtyard of the Brooklyn facility, above, entitled, "If You Don't
ig(;giritfv?/;;l:gs \(I)\?ﬁi/eg?grs(.)pe:pat?o]ﬁ Know Where You Come From, How Do You Know Where You Are Going?" A
o X resident of Brooklyn, Birch's design deals with the idea of identity.
as a secure facility. Spofford is an

eight story structure, with long wind-and consultants. mum operational efficiencies and to
ing staircases, and dorm areas con-Extensive interviews and discusprovide awide range of programming
sisting of bedrooms double loaded oftion groups were conducted both witlopportunities.
long narrow hallways. The new fa-staff and residents to elicit ideas and In addition, the physical structure
cilities are smaller, with 124 bedsto discern areas of need that staff arethd interior layout of the buildings are
each, and are constructed to resembtesidents thoughtimportantto addressesigned to facilitate and enhance
schools or community centers. in planning the new facilities. supervision as well as to maximize
The planning process for the two The resulting architectural programsocial interaction among youth.
new juvenile facilities began almost aand designs sought to address genu-Living areas, which are arranged in
decade ago. The design of the faciline concerns and needs as express@énd 10 bed dorms, program spaces
ties is based on an architectural praby staff and residents. and administrative areas, are all within
gram developed by a team of DJJ The new facilities are programmedtlose proximity of one another.
planners and operational staff, an amas direct supervision model centers.

chitect/environmental psychologistThey are designed to achieve opti- Continued on page 11
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transportation to enable more family
visits for residents. Thus, DJJ's
dedicated teachers, counselors, case
By Rudolph W. Giuliani Tino Hernandez, will be an effectivemanagers and support staff will be
leader during this new era. able to work more effectively with the
The New York City Departmentof The two new detention facilities, youths and their families.
Juvenile Justice is entering a new erane in the Mott Haven sec- DJJ’s staff is to be com-
with the opening of two new, andtion of the Bronx and one i mended for their dedication,
long-awaited, detention facilities.  the Brownsville section of commitment and service to
As we approach the 2Lentury, Brooklyn, are state-of-the-ar the people of our city. They
the Agency isrenewing its long-standdirect supervision facilities. have developed award-win-
ing commitmenttoimproving services Each facility will house 124 ning intervention strategies
for youngsters in its care. | am confitesidents and offers a full- that have been effective at
dent that DJJ’s new commissionersize gymnasium, school, private visitpreventing recidivism and juvenile de-
ing areas, 24-hour medical care, nquency.
chapel and a specially-designated While we must work hard to reduce
room for community use. juvenile crime even further, DJJ plays
In addition, the facilities are animportant role in the City’s crime
conveniently located near publicprevention strategies.
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Around DJJ

Published by

City of New York
Department of

Juvenile Justice Features of the New Secure Facilities
Mayor The two new Juvenile Centers were constructed with features designed
Rudolph W. Giuliani to create a positive effect on the residents. Below are some of the unigue

o features at the new facilities.
Commissioner

« 5 Y% hour a day state-approved school
Tino Hernandez </ Full-size gymnasium
. . . «  Three outdoor yards
Dlrect(_)r of PUt,)“C Affalrs « Each dormitory has an outdoor porch area
Sarina Roffe, Editor / Cafeteria
Stacy B. Jacob, Ass't Editor / Computer lab
«  Chapel
Contributing writers: 7 Library
Stacy B. Jacob, Ellen Schall, Ann < 124 beds
Siegel, Rose Washington, and «  Community meeting room
Shelley Zavlek «  24-hour certified health services unit including mental health,
dental and pedeatric medicine
365 Broadway Bronx Juvenile Center's information:
New York, N.Y. 10013 «  Site Square Footage: 142,008 square feet.
Tel. (212) 925-7779 ext. 205 «  Building Footprint: 49,348 sq. feet

«  Building Square Footage: 97,095 sq. feet on two levels.
« Acreage: 3 acres.

email: nycdjj@walrus.com Brooklyn Juvenile Center's information:

«  Site Square Footage: 114,520 square feet.
Visit our Web Site at: ¢ Building Footprint: 50,150 sq. feet
http:/Aww.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/ «  Building Square Footage: 105,220 sq. feet on two levels.
dji/home.html « Acreage: 3 acres.
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Commissioner's Message

When Mayor Giuliani appointed me commis- safe and secure setting.
sioner of this Agency on January 20, | knew | | am proud to join DJJ
would be joining an Agency undergoing positive during thisimportanttime
change. | spent time visiting Spofford Juvenile inits history. |am pleased
Center as well as the new facilities, which | found atthe level ofinvolvement
to be magnificent. that occurred in every unit

The buildings radiate with light and are the of the Agency as these
culmination of many years of staff dedication and facilities were planned, designed and built. Such
commitment to the youngsters served by DJJ. The involvement shows a true commitmentto the needs
years of committee work, the endless number of of our population. I planto be very visible in all areas
meetings and the careful planning are clearly of the Agency and look forward to meeting each of
evident in every area. | commend each individual you as | go about my work.
who played arole in this project for their commit- | know that for many of you, the new facilities are
ment to the excellence we see in the facilities.  the realization of adream, a vision that began nearly

Forthefirsttime in history, the City of New York  two decades ago. This Special EditiorAobund
has two new state of the art secure detention DJJis devoted to the realization of that vision.
centers, built specifically to meet the program-
matic needs of juveniles. The design of the build-
ings makes it easier for DJJ staff to accomplish its
mandates, objectives and goals, while workingin a

DJJ As A Neighbor Provides Economic Revitalization

DJJlooks forward to the new facili-tables and chairs, and a movie screemunity and vice versa. The facilities
ties becoming an integral part of the Residents and merchants of thare secure and self-contained, with all
community and its employees will pro-community will soon see that DJJservices provided withinthe buildings
vide tremendous economic revitalizaemployees, who are assigned to worikicluding school, meals, recreation and
tion to community merchants. at the facility, shop in neighborhood24-hour-a-day health care.

DJJ has enjoyed a positive reputastores and restaurants. Operating inYouth will enter and leave the
tionin allcommunities inwhich ithasthree assigned shifts per day, DJ&cilities only when escorted by the
operated and thus looks forward tetaff will become consumers at manypolice or DJJ staff in secure vans.
having a positive relationship and bearea businesses in the community.Most of the visitors to the facilities are
ing agood neighbor to the residents of Safeguards were built into the deexpected to be adults. Visitors will
Mott Haven in the Bronx and signofthe buildingthatpreventsyouttarrive during prescribed hours, and
Brownsville in Brooklyn. from viewing members of the com-will wait inside the facilities.

Both of the Juvenile Centers house
aspecially designed community room,
with a small kitchenette, that can b¢
used for meetings by community
groups. Reservations for use of th
community room can be made by
calling the facility.

The community roomis fully acces-
sible and equipped with a TV/VCR,

Photography By Bob Zucker

D

DJJ thanks photographer Bob Zucker
of Greenlawn, New York, forthe
facility pictures featured in this
edition ofAround DJJ
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Award Winning Art Adorns Bronx Facility

The Bronx facility is the recipie

winning art that will adorn its corridors.
The acclaimed artwork was completed by Tim Rollins ai

sioned under the Percent for Art Program of the Departm

of Cultural Affairs. There are th

watercolors and one sculpture for the inner yard.
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Drawing bf sculpture by
K.O.S. at the Bronx center.

nt of several pieces of awa

ree oil paintings, 20 framg

The body of commis- §
sioned work was createdf®
on “Themes from the
lliad/Odyssey and won *
an Award for Excellence Tim Rollins (front center) and Kids of Survival (K.O.S.)
in Design from the Art pose together with former Commissioner Maldanado
Commission of New York (3rdfromright) atthe Fourteenth Annual Art Commission
in1996. Awards For Excellence In Design Ceremony.

Tim Rollins, the founder
of K.O.S. and a former public decade.
school teacher, has run the Mr. Rollins and his protégés are the subject
group, an artists’ collective for of a documentary entitledKids of Survival:
at-risk young men, for over a The Art And Life of Tim Rollins + K.Q'S

DDC Provided Contract Oversight During All Phases of Facility Construction

Constuction of the facilities was DDC is the city agency responsibleepresenting a construction volume of
completed by CRSS Constructorgor all capital constuction in the City of over $40 billion.
(CRSSC) under a contract with thevew York. DDC's professional CRSSC was founded in 1971 by

New York City Department of
Design and Construction (DDC).

oversight of CRSSC during theengineers, architects and construc-
construction period, was an essentidion specialists who focused their at-

Youths Assigned To
Facilities by Precinct

Youths who live in the Bronx|
Manhattan and northern Quee
(police precincts 104, 107, 10

will be sent to the Bronx Juveni

enue in the Bronx.

Youths who reside in Staten |
land, Brooklyn and souther
Queens (police precincts 100, 1(
102,103, 105,106, and 113) will
assignedto the Brooklyn facility
17 Bristol Street.

109, 110, 111, 112, 114, and 11[5)

Center located at 560 Brook Ay-

i

ingredient for quality control of the tention on the construction process.
facilities. The company worked closely with
Throughout every phase ofDDC and DJJ to develop the best
construction, DDC, CRSSC and DJpossible materialsused to complete
worked side by side. this resulted irthe project.
NS quality assurance and also ensuredCRSSC is a subsidiary of Jacobs
B, that the facilities met the changingengineering Group of Companies,
needs of DJJ, as determined by theternational engineering and
€ staff under the supervision of Shelleyconstruction company.
Zavlek, the Executive Director ofthe CRSSC's New York office has a
Capital Planning during constructionlong track record of success in work
of the facilities. with New York City public sector
CRSS Constructors, Inc. (CRSSCprganizations such as the New York

' is one of the nation’s largest programCity Department of General Services,
construction management firmsthe New York City Health and
responsible for projects throughoutHospitals Corporation, and the Federal
the United States and abroadBureau of Prisons.
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