
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SENIOR ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, September 20, 2012 

2 Lafayette Street, 7th Floor 
Janet Sainer Conference Room 

9:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
 

Members Present: 
Dr. Philip Brickner, Suleika Cabrera-Drinane, Doralina Colón, David W. Gillcrist, 
Gladys Joyner, Evelyn Laureano, Katherine Martinez, Mary Mayer, Marcia Stein, 
Eartha Thompson-Washington, Gloria Lind Vanterpool, Nancy Wackstein, Rabbi 
Moshe Wiener, Doris Williams (14) 
 
Members Absent: 
Michael Adams, Suzannah Chandler, Rose Dobrof, Carol Dunn, Fatima Goldman, 
Claire Hall, Hattie Lucas, Cao K. O, Benjamin Pan, Raymond Raimundi, Stacy 
Shuchter-Gomez, Marjorie Tiven, Leonora Vaccaro, Lou Vazquez (13) 
 
DFTA Staff Present: 
Commission Lillian Barrios-Paoli, Verna Arthur, Michael Bosnick, Bill Chong, 
Colicia Hercules, Gabriel Oberfield, Linda Whitaker  
 
 
 

PROCEEDINGS 
 

Commissioner, Lilliam Barrios-Paoli called the meeting to order at 9:45 a.m. 
 
Dr.  Brickner made a motion for approval of the last minutes to be accepted as 
read.  The motion was passed. 
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COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 
 
Senior Centers 
Commissioner Barrios- Paoli stated that the procurement process for senior centers has concluded. As a 
result of this process DFTA entered into contractual agreement with six new neighborhood senior center 
providers. They are as follows: 
 

1) Brooklyn:    Homecrest Senior Center in Sunset park, and Brooklyn 
                  Chinese Senior Center in Bensonhurst 
 
2) Manhattan:  Lincoln Square (NORC) 

 
3) Queens:    Samuel Field Y 
 
4) Returning Centers (Manhattan) 

Abyssinian 
Foodbank 

 
Innovative Senior Centers for Brooklyn:  
The two innovative centers for Brooklyn were announced: 
(1) Surf Solomon, sponsored by Jewish Community Council of Greater Coney Island and 
(2) Riverway, sponsored by  Catholic Charities Neighborhood Services   
 
Budget: 
DFTA is slated to take an $8 million budget cut this year, and $10 million in 2013.  These cuts could 
devastate senior programs.  The Commissioner also stated that, with the exception of home delivered 
meals, every senior service has already been cut, and the home delivered meals program may be the 
service most affected by these new cuts.   
 
New Computer system: 
The Commissioner mentioned that there will be a new computer system in place at DFTA that will track 
outcomes on senior programs and services.  This computer software product was designed by PeerPlace 
and is specifically designed for aging services. We expect the project to be fully implemented in 2013. 
 
Medicaid Long Term Care: 
DFTA has created a “Managed Long-Term Care (MLTC) Best Practices Guide for Senior Service 
Providers” to help guide the referral of consumers appropriate for aging services to providers of those 
services.  Guidance includes which consumers are appropriate referrals; how to effect a successful 
referral; how to track the referral; and how to arrange an agreement between an MLTC and an aging 
services provider to establish a strong linkage, as well as appropriate reimbursement for services 
provided.  This Guide will be released at a December 7th Best Practices Forum that DFTA is hosting. 
 
Presentation 
Michael Bosnick, Assistant Commissioner – Planning Division 
 
Michael Bosnick reviewed areas of the 2012 Annual Plan Summary (APS), which DFTA publishes each 
year to update the State-mandated triennial Annual Implementation Plan.  The APS includes a wealth of 
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information concerning older New Yorkers and is available on the DFTA website at 
www.nyc.gov/aging, on the “About DFTA” page, under “DFTA’s Annual Plan for Services”.  
Highlights include:     
 

• The movement of the oldest members of the Boomer generation into the 60+ cohort has resulted 
in a major increase in older New Yorkers.  People aged 60 and over comprised the single largest 
cohort in the City as of the 2010 US Census.  They included 1.41 million residents, or 17.2% of 
the population.  People aged 60-64 increased by 31.2% between 2000 and 2010, while the City 
overall increased by less than 3%. 
 

• At the same time, due in part to increases in longevity for women and men, the population aged 
85 years and older is also increasing, by 16.2% between 2000 and 2010. 
 

• A total of 17% percent of older New Yorkers live below the federal poverty level.  Though only 
slightly higher than the figure 10 years earlier, the rate in New York City remains substantially 
above the national figure, perhaps in part because of the large number of older immigrants who 
on average have accumulated fewer quarters of working history to apply towards their Social 
Security payments.  Alternative measures of poverty, such as that of the NYC Center on 
Economic Opportunity, show a significantly higher poverty rate than the federal poverty level, 
due largely to the high level of health care expenditures among older people and high housing 
costs in the City.  
 

• In 2010, 356,000 non-institutionalized older adults reported some level of disability or 
significant physical limitation; this figure underscores the need for assistance and services for 
older New Yorkers, and this figure is likely to grow as boomers enter their sixties and beyond.  
 

•  In 2010, 32.7% of persons age 65 and older lived alone; though living alone does not correlate 
fully with social isolation, this large percentage reflects the need for services to help engage 
seniors who are isolated, which has a host of implications on physical and mental health, in order 
to engage them in the community at senior centers and other aging services programs. 
 

• Caregivers:  There are 2.2 million caregivers in New York State - 79% are women; caregivers 
provide 80% of long-term care. 

 
In addition to the many data elements included in the AIP, this publication also gives descriptions and 
updates concerning many DFTA service programs. 
 
COMMENTS/CONCERNS: 
 
Nancy Wackstein recommended that the Advisory Council write a letter to Mayor Bloomberg asking to 
spare DFTA from any budget cuts to its programs.  Nancy also complimented Michael Bosnick on the 
Annual Plan Summary document. 
 
Doris Williams stated that service coordinators in HUD Section 202 buildings should be working with 
seniors, home attendants and families to encourage seniors to engage in activities to help prevent 
isolation. 
 

http://www.nyc.gov/aging�
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Doralina Colon pointed out that it takes a tremendous amount of work to get seniors to come out of 
HUD Section 202 buildings to participate in programs.  It would take more than coordinators. 
 
Suleika Cabrera-Drinane expressed concern that if people do not choose a managed care provider, one 
will be chosen for them.  Suleika also wondered with mental health clinics closing, how people will get 
the help they need.   
 
Gloria Lind Vanterpool asked how we could address the isolation of home delivered meals clients 
whose meals are dropped off without any communication. 
 
Marcia Stein suggested that Citymeals on Wheels’ Friendly Visiting Program outstation coordinators at 
senior centers.  Marcia also recommended that we get the number of constituents per Council district 
that would be affected if home-delivered meals were cut and forward that information to the City 
Council.  Marcia pointed out that approximately 30% of home delivered meals clients rotate off the 
roster each year.  The Commissioner asked that Caryn Resnick work with Citymeals to address this 
concern.   
 
Dr. Brickner asked the Commissioner to discuss the politics behind the budget cuts and also suggested 
that the Advisory Council meet with the City Council to discuss the budget cuts – if the Commissioner 
thinks it is appropriate.  The Commissioner noted that Jessica Lappin is the Aging Committee Chair 
with whom DFTA has a very good working relationship.  The Commissioner stated she would look into 
whether it is feasible for some members of the Advisory Council to meet with City Council Members. 
 
David Gillcrist pointed out that the current budget for his organization included salary increases for 
staff and he wondered if he should go ahead as planned in light of projected budget cuts.  The 
Commissioner suggested that he should, as cuts are tailored to each site. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Project Find Coffee House located at 331 W. 42nd St (between 8th and 9th Avenues) will open its 
doors in the first week of October. 

 
• September 9th was Grandparents Day.  The Public Advocate will host a recognition event on 

Thursday, September 27th for grandparents. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:00 noon. 

 


