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LEAD AGENCY DECLARATION AND NOTICE OF INTENT 
TO CONDUCT AN ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

 
 

September 30, 2016 
 

New York City’s Long-Term Watershed Protection Program in 
support of Renewal of its Filtration Avoidance Determination for 
the Catskill and Delaware System 
 
CEQR No. 17DEP012U 
 
The New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
proposes to revise and enhance its Long-Term Watershed Protection 
Program (or Program) for the Catskill and Delaware Water Supply 
System in support of its request that the New York State Department 
of Health (DOH) renew its Filtration Avoidance Determination. The 
purpose of the Program is to protect and improve existing water 
quality in the Catskill and Delaware water supply system by engaging 
in or funding various activities that serve protective and/or remedial 
water quality functions in the Catskill/Delaware watershed. This 
Program would also allow New York City to avoid the high cost of 
filtering a majority of its potable water supply by qualifying for 
filtration avoidance under the federal Surface Water Treatment Rule 
(SWTR) and the Interim Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule and 
their New York State counterparts. 

The Program, as proposed, is a comprehensive watershed protection 
strategy that focuses on implementing both protective and remedial 
initiatives through a number of individual programs and activities. 
They can be divided into a number of major categories including the 
SWTR Objective Criteria Compliance; Environmental Infrastructure; 
Protection and Remediation; Watershed Monitoring, Modeling and 
Geographic Information System (GIS); Regulatory Programs; 
Catskill/Delaware Ultraviolet Light (UV) Disinfection Facility; In-City 
Programs; Administration; and, Education and Outreach. Activities 
under the Program would take place throughout those parts of the New 
York counties that fall within the Catskill and Delaware water supply 
system plus two basins within the Croton system which have the 
potential to mix with Catskill/Delaware water. These counties are 
Delaware, Dutchess, Greene, Putnam, Schoharie, Sullivan, Ulster, and 
Westchester. 

The proposed Program requires approval from DOH in consultation 
with the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

The DEP Bureau of Environmental Planning and Analysis (BEPA) has 
concluded that the overall proposed Program is classified as a 
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Type I action since it falls under 6 NYCRR § 617.4(b)(1), “the adoption by any agency of a 
comprehensive resource management plan,” and affects such a broad geographic area. 

 
As set forth in 6 NYCRR Part 617 authorized by Article 8 of the Environmental 
Conservation Law, and the City Environmental Quality Review process, as set forth in 
Executive Order 91 of 1977 and its amendments, DEP believes that it is the appropriate lead 
agency and wishes to conduct a coordinated review for the above referenced action. We 
request that involved agencies contact this office within 30 days from this notification should 
there be any objection to the Department assuming lead agency for this environmental 
review. 
 
Part I of the Environmental Assessment Form has been enclosed for your review. If you have 
any comments or questions, please contact Susan Darling at (718) 595-4614 or 
sdarling@dep.nyc.gov. 
 
 

        
         

Attached:  
Distribution List 
Environmental Assessment Form Part I 
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cc:  Town Supervisors and Village Mayors within the Catskill and Delaware Systems 

Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President  
Eric L. Adams, Brooklyn Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr., Bronx Borough President 
Melinda Katz, Queens Borough President 
James Oddo, Staten Island Borough President 
Raju Mann, City Council 
Michael McSweeney, City Clerk 
Dean Frazier, Delaware County Department of Watershed Affairs 
Eoin Wrafter, Dutchess County Planning and Development Department 
Warren Hart, Greene County Department of Planning and Economic Development 
Sandra Fusco, Putnam County Department of Planning/Development 
Alicia Terry, Schoharie County Planning and Development Agency 
Freda Eisenberg, Sullivan County Division of Planning and Environmental 
Management 
Dennis Doyle, Ulster County Planning Department 
Edward Buroughs, Westchester County Department of Planning 
Craig Cashman, Watershed Agricultural Council 
Alan L. Rosa, Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Rick Weidenbach, Delaware County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Brian Scoralick, Dutchess County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Jeff Flak, Greene County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Lauri Taylor, Putnam County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Peter Nichols, Schoharie County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Brian Brustman, Sullivan County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Gary Cappella, Ulster County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Robert Doscher, Westchester County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Bruce Dolph, Coalition of Watershed Towns 
Lisa Melville, Watershed Protection and Partnership Council 
Katie Lynch, USEPA Region 2 
Pam Young, NYSDOH 
Thomas Snow, Jr., NYSDEC 
Kenneth Kosinski, NYSDEC 
Steven Zahn, NYSDEC Region 2 
Kelly Turturro, NYSDEC Region 3 
Keith Goertz, NYSDEC Region 4 
John Parker, Riverkeeper, Inc. 
Eric Goldstein, NRDC  
Rebecca J. Weber, NYPIRG 
Susan Amron, NYC Corporation Counsel 
Hilary Meltzer, NYC Corporation Counsel 
Paul Rush, DEP 
David Warne, DEP 
John Schwartz, DEP 
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Kimberlee Kane, DEP 
Robin Levine, DEP 
Pinar Balci, DEP 
Mark Page, Jr., DEP 
Sangamithra Iyer, DEP 
Susan Darling, DEP 




























