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The Rondout Neversink Stream Program is pleased to release the Neversink River Stream 

Management Plan, a guide for local residents, municipalities, interested organizations and agencies to protect 

and improve the Neversink watershed.  We look forward to the improvements in the Neversink’s health that 

result from consideration of the management options outlined here. 

The Project Team gives special thanks to the streamside residents who assisted the planning effort by 

providing valuable information in our public survey, shared history, maps and photographs of the stream, and 

gave permission for our field crews to access the stream for data collection.  We met many landowners along 

the way shared their experiences of living streamside over the years.  Through our stream feature inventory, 

we developed a better understanding of stream conditions and trends, and look forward to implementing 

management recommendations that will lead to a healthier Rondout Creek. 

Thanks to the primary authors of this plan: Chris Tran and Mark Vian of NYC DEP Stream 

Management Program, and Jenn Hoyle of Milone & MacBroom, Inc.  Additional authors and contributors 

include Carol Smythe (Neversink Historian), Eliot Jordan (NYC DEP and Ben Snyder (Frost Valley YMCA), 

Jim Mayfield (Section 3.1 Water Quality), Dan Davis (Section 2.4 Geology), and Laurie Machung (Section 

2.5 Wetlands) of NYC DEP.  Additional thanks to the data collection and management team: Shawn Goulet, 

Dan Melnik of Milone & MacBroom, Inc.; and Stacie Howell (who also helped with production of the Plan), 

Tiffany Runge, Anthony Lombardo, Anthony Micucci, Bob Walner, Beth Dickinson, and Lisa Jennings, all 

interns provided by SUNY Ulster. Thanks Paul Brown of NYC DEP who knows the river from decades of 

water testing; and the entire staff of Sullivan County Soil & Water Conservation District including Brian 

Brustman and Bob Taylor.  Due to watershed regional similarities, significant portions of this Neversink Plan 

were adapted from plans created for the Rondout, Schoharie and Ashokan basins. 

The planning process would not be possible without the helpful, active involvement and public 

support of Stream Management Planning by the Town Supervisors of Denning and Neversink, Bill Bruning 

and Greg Goldstein, respectively. Highway Superintendents Dan Van Saders (Denning) and Preston Kelly 

(Neversink) contributed invaluable information from the field in their area of expertise. And thank you to 

those who attended our neighborhood meetings, to share stream history: Mike Dean, Paul Schoonmaker, and 

Bud Cox; Ladd Connell, Laura, Mitchell and Gioia Brock, and members of the Winnisook Club. Our 

outreach in the community related to the plan would not have been successful without the enthusiastic 

assistance of Barbara Redfield, Pat Wellington and the members of Neversink Association, and Watershed 

Advisory Group participants, and the many additional volunteers listed in this document, for support and 

guidance in development of this plan.  Your input helped produce what we believe will be a successful plan for 

managing the Neversink River.   

This plan will be put forth for adoption by the Town of Neversink during the summer of 2011.  
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