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NOTICE OF COMPLETION OF THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE CROTON WATER TREATMENT PLANT

Date Issued: May 20, 1999

CEQR No.: 98DEP027
ULURP No.: 990237 PSX

A Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) has been prepared by the New York City Department of Environmental
Protection (NYCDEP), acting as lead agency, pursuant to the City Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) process as
set forth in Executive Order 91 of 1977 and its amendments and the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA)
and its implementing regulations as set forth in 6NYCRR Part 617.

On December 1, 1997, a Positive Declaration was issued along with a Draft Scope of Work for the Draft EIS.  Public
scoping meetings were held in the Bronx, Yonkers, Valhalla and the Town of Yorktown, New York to receive
comments on the Draft Scope of Work.  The hearings were held on February 3rd, 5th, 9th, 10th and 11th; April 21st,
22nd, 23rd, and 29th; and May 7th of 1998. The public comment period was closed May 18th, 1998. Public comments
were considered and a Final Scope of Work was issued on July 13th, 1998.  A Response to Comments document was
issued along with a Final Scope of Work.  Although not required by any regulations, the Department issued a
Preliminary Draft EIS for public review and comment on September 22, 1998.  Public meetings were subsequently held
on October 26th, 28th and 29th of 1998 to receive public comment on the preliminary environmental analysis and on
the sites being considered for the construction of the proposed Croton Water Treatment Plant Project. 

The Draft EIS was issued on December 17, 1998 identifying the preferred site as the Mosholu Golf Course in Van
Cortlandt Park in the Bronx, New York City.  A Draft EIS public hearing was held on April 7, 1999 in conjunction
with the City Planning Commission’s public hearing on the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) application
for the Croton WTP project site selection.  The public comment period remained open until April 19, 1999.  

The Final EIS and Response to Comments (Volume E) address the public comments received during the joint hearing
and four month public comment period.  The Final EIS is available for inspection by the public at 14 repositories
located within the Bronx and Westchester Counties, New York.  A list of the repositories is attached.
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The Department also plans to distribute the Final EIS on CD-ROM within a few weeks after this notification to those
who had previously requested the Draft EIS on CD – ROM.  In addition, the Final EIS will be posted on the
Department’s web site soon after the CD – ROM is produced.  The Department’s web site address is
www.ci.nyc.us/dep. 

For additional information or to request a copy of the Final EIS on CD - ROM, please contact the DEP Office of
Community Outreach at (718) 595-5023 or 595-3484.

PROJECT IDENTIFICATION

Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Croton Water Treatment Plant Project, CEQR No. 98DEP027 and
ULURP No. 990237PSX. 

CONTACT PERSON

Lynn Merwin
Deputy Director of Project Management
Office of Environmental Planning and Assessment
New York City Department of Environmental Protection
59-17 Junction Boulevard, 11th Floor
Corona, New York  11368

                                                

Joseph W. Ketas
Assistant Commissioner

See attached distribution list.
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Foreword

This Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) has been prepared by the New York City Department
of Environmental Protection (NYCDEP), acting as lead agency, pursuant to the City Environmental Quality
Review (CEQR) process as set forth in Executive Order 91 of 1977 and its amendments, and the State
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and its implementing regulations, as set forth in 6NYCRR Part
617.  The Final EIS describes the proposed project by NYCDEP to design, construct and operate a 290 million-
gallon-per-day (mgd) Water Treatment Plant (WTP) to provide filtration and disinfection of the Croton System
water supplied to New York City through the New Croton Aqueduct (NCA). Construction of a proposed WTP
would be accompanied by the construction of hypolimnetic aeration facilities at the New Croton Reservoir, the
construction of a 20-million-gallon Treated Water Reservoir (TWR), the construction of Raw Water and Finished
Water Pumping Stations (RWPS and FWPS), the rehabilitation of the NCA, and the decommissioning of certain
existing water supply facilities.  The WTP, TWR, RWPS and FWPS are proposed to be located at Mosholu Golf
Course Driving Range in Van Cortlandt Park, Bronx, New York. The hypolimnetic aeration facilities are
proposed to be located in the Town of Yorktown and the Town of Somers, New York.  

This Final EIS includes a description of the proposed project; engineering analyses leading to and
alternatives to the proposed project; methods of analysis; descriptions of existing conditions and future conditions
without the project; potential impacts of the project and its alternatives (including construction impacts and
project impacts); mitigation measures; the no action alternative; nonfiltration/watershed protection; irreversible
and irretrievable commitments of resources; growth inducement; and regional and cumulative impacts. 

The information presented in this document has already received considerable public review.  The public
review process began with the issuance of a Lead Agency Determination, Positive Declaration, and Draft Scope
of Work on December 18, 1997 by the NYCDEP.  Public hearings on the Draft Scope of Work were held
February 3, 5, 9, 10 and 11, April 21, 22, 23 and 29, and May 7, 1998.  The Final Scope of Work and Response
to Comments were released July 13, 1998.  

To facilitate public input prior to the selection of a preferred site, a Preliminary Draft EIS was issued on
September 22, 1998, which evaluated all eight potential sites and seventeen engineering alternatives equally.
Public input was obtained at public meetings held on October 26, 28, and 29, 1998 and by written comment.  The
Draft EIS and Notice of Completion was issued December 17, 1998, and presented the Mosholu Golf Course as
the preferred site.  A site selection application pursuant to the City’s Uniform Land Use Review Process
(ULURP) was certified as complete on December 21, 1998.  Public input was received at Community Board
public hearings held by Bronx Community Boards 12, 7 , and 8 on January 28, February 2, and February 8, 1999.
The Bronx Board held a public hearing on March 23, 1999.  These hearings were held pursuant to ULURP.  The
combined City Planning Commission ULURP and CEQR Public Hearing took place April 7, 1999.  The public
comment period on the Draft EIS closed April 19, 1999.  

Several hundred oral statements and 75 written comments were received on the Draft EIS.  Meetings were
held with community members and City agencies to receive additional feedback.  The NYCDEP has prepared
responses to all related comments and inquiries; these are contained in the  Response to Comments on the Draft
EIS document (Volume E) which follows the body of this Final EIS.  Where appropriate, changes to the Draft
EIS were made in response to these comments and are incorporated in the Final EIS.
 Text which has changed between the Draft and Final EIS, except for minor proof-reading corrections, is marked
in the margin with a vertical line as shown next to this line.  |
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A brief discussion of major changes incorporated in the Final EIS follows:

I..  Additional analyses were conducted to address the concern that dewatering of the site during
construction and permanent changes to groundwater flow because of the proposed buried facility could lead to
the drawdown of the groundwater on which a forested wetland, located just north of the site entrance, is
dependent.  The Final EIS describes a Stormwater/Groundwater Management Plan (also Volume E) developed
after geologic surveys and boring data were taken at the site and wetlands area in January through March of 1999.
The Stormwater/Groundwater Management Plan is designed to ensure that the hydrology patterns in the area are
replicated to the extent possible.  In addition to developing a Stormwater/Groundwater Management Plan, a
reforestation/monitoring program was developed in conjunction with the New York City Department of Parks
and Recreation (NYCDPR).  Part of this plan would provide for monitoring of the Stormwater/Groundwater
Management Plan to ensure it functions to preserve the forested wetland as predicted in this document.  The
reforestation/monitoring plan also allows for the replanting and care of trees that would be lost during
construction (the number of trees potentially impacted has been finalized and also represents a change from the
Draft EIS) and the means to care for other forested areas of Van Cortlandt Park.  This reforestation/monitoring
program would be administered directly by the NYCDPR.  

II..  The construction staging and parking plan outlined in the Draft EIS was changed in an effort to
consolidate parking to reduce the potential for construction vehicle activity compacting the soil on the fairways
of the temporarily closed Mosholu Golf Course.  The plan now calls for the use of one fairway instead of three.
As a result, the NYCDPR is considering opening sections of the course to the public for passive recreational use
during construction.    

III..  Since the Draft EIS was issued, a more site-specific construction plan was developed for analysis
in the Final EIS. This construction plan, described in Section III.5.2, was developed in an effort to further reduce
potential impacts described in the Draft EIS and to better refine the construction plan mandated by the five and
one-half year federal Consent Decree Schedule.

The sequencing of plant excavation, tunneling and concrete placement was refined. The schedule
now  assumes a six-day work week for the concrete farmwork, reinforcement and placement.
These modifications, along with a plan to re-use excavated soil comprising the acoustic berms,
resulted in a decrease in the maximum number of workers and truck trips entering the site during
the peak construction period.  See Table F-1 below.

IV..  Finally, the traffic analysis was significantly expanded to look at the possibility of relieving existing
congested conditions at key intersections surrounding the Mosholu Site.  A plan has been developed that would
mandate all construction trucks access and egress the site along Jerome Avenue from and to the north using the
Major Deegan 233rd Street/Jerome Avenue interchange.  To accomplish this plan and to significantly improve
existing congested conditions, new traffic geometry changes are proposed at both the Major Deegan 233rd/Jerome
Avenue interchange and the entrance of the Mosholu Site.
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TABLE F-1.  COMPARISON BETWEEN DRAFT EIS AND FINAL EIS FORECAST

During Peak Construction Draft EIS Final EIS

Construction Workers per day 1,077 770

Construction Trucks per day 193 237

Vehicular Forecast - peak AM hour 383 201

Vehicular Forecast - peak PM hour 325 129

The results of the new traffic analyses are included in the Final EIS along with revised air
quality and noise analyses reflecting the traffic changes.  

Several clarifications and updates are noteworthy at this time: 

V..  The Keren Developments, Inc., prior owner of the site alternatives in the Towns of Greenburgh and
Mt. Pleasant  has been taken over by Landmark Holdings, LLC.  The text does not reflect this recent change.

VI..  Additional studies have produced updated information on the non-filtration program which is being
evaluated separately but parallel to this project.  New information on expanded programs is included in Volume
E, Non-Filtration/Watershed Protection.  Updated oxygen demand figures for hypolimnetic aeration based on
pilot testing in 1998 are included in that chapter in Section I.7.3.2, Potential Impacts of Hypolimnetic Aeration
on the Aquatic Environment.

VII..  Project design modifications and refined mitigation programs have raised the estimated capital cost
of the proposed project at Mosholu Golf Course from $665 million to $687 million.  The impact of this change
on life cycle costs and user water and sewer rates is included in the Final EIS.  However, the socioeconomic
analyses  presented in the Draft EIS are not revised. A sensitivity analysis was undertaken which indicated  that
this change would increase the “spin-off” jobs created by the project by approximately 3%, an insignificant
change. 

The Final EIS for the Croton WTP Project is being distributed in several ways.  It is being sent to
fourteen public repositories (see attached list) and all involved agencies.  The Notice of Completion is being sent
to the full mailing list of citizens and groups who have expressed an interest in the project over the past years,
which is extensive.  To reduce potential waste and expedite the transmission of the information herein, this
document will also be available on a CD-ROM shortly.  Finally, the entire document will be downloadable shortly
on the NYCDEP web site: www.ci.nyc.ny.us/dep.
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