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United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
3817 Luker Road 

Cortland, NY 13045 

Mr. Anthony 1. Fiore 
Director of Planning and Sustainability 
59-17 Junction Boulevard, 19th Floor 
Flushing, NY 113 73-51 08 

September 15, 2010 

RE: West of Hudson Hydroelectric Project (FERC #13287) 
Review of Study Plans 

Dear Mr. Fiore: 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed a variety of documents related to the 
licensing of the West of Hudson Hydroelectric Project. These documents include the 
June 14, 2010, Study Plans, the August 2010 Fish Entrainment Report - Literature Based 
Characterization of Resident Fish Entrainment and Mortality, and the September 2010 
Addendum to the Fish Entrainment Report. We also participated in the August 23,2010, 
meeting to discuss the Study Plans and the Entrainment Report. 

The Study Plans, as described in the report and presented at the meeting, are acceptable to the 
Senrice. The Entrainment Report and Addendum adequately characterize the likelihood offish 
entrainment and mortality and the potential options available for fish passage. The Service does 
not foresee any further studies at this time. 

We appreciate the opportunity to review the documents. If you have any questions or desire 
additional information, please contact Steve Patch at 607-753-9334. 

Sincerely, 

David A. Stilwell 
Field Supervisor 

cc: Gomez and Sullivan, Henniker, NH (M. Wamser) 
NYSDEC, Albany, NY (M. Woythal) 
NYSDEC, Stamford, NY (K. Sanders) 



New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Environmental Permits, Region 4 
65561 State Highway 10, Stamford, New York 12167-9503 
Phone: (607) 652-7741 • FAX: (607) 652-2342 
Website: WWVo/,dec.state.ny.us 

September 24,2010 

Mr. Anthony Fiore 
New York City Department of Environmental Protection 
59-17 Junction Blvd 
Flushing, NY 11373 

Alexander B. Grannis 
Commissioner 

RE: DECID# 0-9999-00143 

Dear Mr. Fiore: 

West of Hudson Hydro Project 
Fisheries Study Plans 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Literature Review and Addendum. Based on that information 
and Department records the Department does not believe that entrainment at the Pepacton and Cannonsville 
Reservoirs is a significant issue under the current flow regime. 

The Department remains concerned over the proposals fisheries impacts at the Neversink Reservoir. In 
order to bring this process forward the Department has the following proposal : 

The level of mortality of entrained fish due rapid decompression at all three reservoirs is assumed to be 
high. However, no actual documentation is presented as to that the rate may actually be. Either additional 
documentation as to what depth! pressure would cause mortality approaching 100% should be provided or 
the information should be developed during the field season. 

As indicated in the reports submitted by NYC DEP, the intake configuration at the Neversink dam is 
somewhat unique. The intake is a vertical tower equipped with eight ports. The literature review dated 
September 201 0, does not adequately address a facility with this intake design. 

This Department requests that a site specific study be conducted for the proposed new Neversink 
hydroelectric facility. The study should be designed to provide the following infonnation: 

1. An estimate of the number of fish drawn into the conduit 

2. (The species of fish drawn into the conduit 

3. An estimate of the mortality rate for fish drawn into the conduit 



4. Detennine if there are assemblages offish in the zone of withdrawal 

5. If there are assemblages provide infonnation on their seasonal and diurnal movements. 

The NYS DEC feels that hydro-acoustic equipment or the use of Didson cameras may be particularly 
useful in answering some of these questions 

Please submit a proposed monitoring plan to this Department for review and approval by October 22, 
2010. lfyoll have any questions or need further infonnation. please don' t hesitate to contact me. 

cc: WOH Review Team 
S. Patch, USF&WS 

Sincerely, 

Deputy Regional Pennit Administrator 
Region 4 - Stamford 
















