NYC DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
CROTON FACILITY MONITORING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15,2016 - 7:00 PM

The Croton Facility Monitoring Committee (CFMC) met on Wednesday, June 15, 2016
at the DEP Office, 3660 Jerome Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467.

Welcome

Daniel Padernacht, CFMC Chair and Representing Community Board #8, opened the
meeting at 7:10 pm. Attending in addition to Mr. Padernacht, were Wilhelm Ronda,
Representative of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Bill Hall, Representing
Community Board #12; Iris Rodriguez-Rosa, Representing Department of Parks and
Recreation; Deputy Commissioner Eric Landau, Representing Department of
Environmental Protection. Other DEP and Parks staff, Community Board #12 District
Manager George L. Torres I, along with members of the public, attended and
participated in the meeting. (A4ttendance list--Attachment 1)

Adoption of Agenda
The agenda for the June 15 meeting was adopted without change. (Attachment 2)

Adoption of Minutes
The March 22, 2016 meeting minutes were approved as prepared.

Jerome Park Reservoir (JPR) & JPR Public Access Task Force (Task Force)
Update

Mr. Landau described the extensive educational activities related to JPR that came from
meetings of the CFMC and the Task Force. He provided final information about the
tours and access to JPR that was initially reported on at previous CFMC meetings. Mr.
Landau reviewed the number of successful DEP classroom programs for students and
teachers at many nearby schools, as well as the tours conducted for these students and
teachers as part of DEP’s comprehensive environmental education program. The list of
schools and grades participating and the tours completed as part of the program is
Attachment 3. Mr. Landau thanked Karen Argenti, Bronx Council on Urban
Environment, for input to the education curriculum, as well as the feedback from the
area’s teachers and students. Ms. Argenti gave credit to a Community Board #8 member
who worked with her on the suggestions. Mr. Landau said the pilot education/tour
program was extremely successful and it will be duplicated in fall 2016 with similar
public access activities at JPR for the public and education/tour program during school
year 2016-2017. DEP will coordinate with the Task Force and CFMC in the fall on the
dates and details.

Mr. Landau said that in response to the Task Force’s request for a meeting with New
York City Police Department (NYPD) about security at JPR, NYPD and DEP officials
had a lengthy dialogue with the Task Force. Gary Axelbank, area resident and member
of the Task Force, said that he, Council Member Andrew Cohen, Assembly Member
Jeffrey Dinowitz, Mr. Ronda, and Mr. Padernacht participated in the security meeting



which produced a large exchange of information. He said that he and the Task Force
believe that the public’s demand for access to JPR and the City’s need for security can
co-exist. As previously reported, a report about JPR security is expected to be produced
at or before year’s end by city officials. Mr. Axelbank said that he wrote a letter to city
officials that advocates for more open space and the availability of outdoor activities for
youth - specifically referring to activities at JPR - to contribute to better physical health
among young people. He said that at minimal cost DEP can retrofit JPR to assure
increased recreation without risk to the water supply. Mr. Padernacht said the Task Force
would meet again in the fall to coordinate on the next round of public access
opportunities, specifically, the tours and educational program that DEP has developed
and made available. There was further dialogue about JPR public access, with comments
from Mr. Axelbank; Mr. Torres; Robert Press, Bronx News; Messrs. Landau and
Padernacht; and Ms. Argenti.

DPR Update on Croton-Funded Parks Projects

The report was given by Nave" Strauss and Andrew Penzi with input from Ms.
Rodriguez-Rosa. Mr. Strauss said that of the 553 total street trees that are required to be
installed, 401 have been planted. 150 additional trees will be planted this fall - locations
to be selected. He showed a restitution site map where trees have been planted
{Attachment 4). Ms. Argenti requested that DPR install trees in enhanced tree pits to
absorb more storm water. Mr. Penzi explained that no funding was provided for larger,
deeper tree pits. There was a discussion about locations for future street trees initiated by
Mr. Ronda. The CFMC representatives agreed that trees replacements are to be located
within the boundaries of Community District #8, with a priority to place new trees where
existing trees were removed or died before selecting other locations. Several attendees,
including Mr. Padernacht, praised Bob Bender, Community Board #8’s Parks Committee
Chair, for his involvement and dedication to the Croton-funded trees restitution program,

Mr. Penzi gave the status of and showed slides about the Croton funded Parks projects.
(Attachment 5) He said there has been significant progress on the construction projects,
with $170 million of the total of $180 million Croton-funded contracts completed and
registered. In answer to a question about how over budget projects are funded, Mr. Penzi
said the Croton funds have been supplemented with allocations from the Mayor and local
officials. The projects that are not yet complete have been the most challenging, which is
why they have taken longer than planned. Mr. Press advocated for the Putnam
Greenway/CSX property acquisition, requiring $10 million. Ms. Argenti asked about the
status of the Van Cortlandt Park (VCP) pedestrian bridge over the Major Deegan
Expressway and it was explained that the Department of Design and Construction is the
agency managing the pedestrian bridge design. Mr. Torres advocated for additional
funding overall for Bronx parks. Mr. Ronda said that the Bronx Borough President has
allocated 15% of his budget to Bronx parks every year since 2009. Additional comments
about parks funding were offered by Messrs. Press, Torres, Axelbank and Ms. Argenti.

Mr. Axelbank said that the JPR berm outside the fence needs to be weeded and mowed.
He again recommended that, in Ft. Independence Park adjacent to the handball court, a 4’
wide/40’ long area which is overgrown should be turned into a community garden or



used for other public purposes. Mr. Penzi and Ms. Rodriguez-Rosa said that this area has
been fenced off to prevent rocks from falling or being thrown onto the roadway below.

Fiscal Year 2017 Water Rates

Mr. Landau spoke about NYC water rates. He explained that since 2009 the percentage
of increase in rates has decreased. For a single family residence that on average pays
51055 annually, the increase for FY 2017 will add approximately $22. For a multi-
family residence with units charged about $686 per unit, another $1.20 per month/per
unit will be added for FY 2017 on average. For homes that use less than 100 gallons per
day -- there are approximately 150,000 properties that are assessed about $416 each per
year -- the rates are being frozen as they have been during the past three fiscal years,
Additionally, this year’s water rate also included the expansion of water assistance
programs for seniors and water rate credit for all tax class 1, 2 and 3 property owners. Mr.
Landau explained that the Water Board’s rental payment to the City was also eliminated
by the Mayor, five years sooner than originally planned.

Mr. Axelbank asked Mr. Landau whether the near completion of the Croton project is the
reason for lower rates. Mr. Landau briefly reviewed improvements and increased
water/sewer payments to the City as a result of automatic meter reading (AMR); the
achievement of lower debt service; the city’s higher credit rating; and the higher
percentage of returned rental payments.

Croton Costs Report and Construction Schedule

Before asking Bernard Daly, DEP, to discuss the remaining project work, Mr. Landau
said he was pleased to tell the CFMC that effective June 10, 2016 DEP received New
York State Department of Health’s (NYSDOH) Approval of Completed Works (ACW)
for the Croton Water Filtration Plant. This means that a major and significant Croton
construction milestone has been achieved, that will lead to terminating the project’s
Consent Decree. In providing the ACW, NYSDOH praised the City and its consultants
for satisfactorily bringing the infrastructure project to completion.

Croton Costs Report through May 2016 (Attachment 6). There were no questions about
the costs report. Mr. Press, however, said there are golf course costs which have not been
separately shown.

Croton Construction {Attachment 7)

Mr. Daly said there is now only about 5% Croton construction work remaining.

The site restoration following demolition of Gate House No. 6 / Microstrainer Building at
the south end of JPR will be finished by the end of June. Additional work in Shaft 3 is
continuing. Roadway and curb at Sedgwick and Goulden Avenues is complete. Once the
contractor’s and Construction Manager’s trailers have been removed from the west side
of Goulden Avenue across from DeWitt Clinton High Schoel’s athletic field, that area
will be planted with grass and returned to public use.

Punch list work at the Croton Filter Plant VCP site continues.



Next Meceting
CFMC representatives agreed on Thursday, September 29, 2016 for the next CFMC
meeting. {Note: this meeting will begin at 6:30pm at the DEP office.

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn by Mr. Ronda was unanimously agreed to at 8:30pm.
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Agenda

Croton Facility Monitoring Committee Meeting

Wednesday, June 15, 2016 - 7:00 PM
DEP Office - 3660 Jerome Avenue, Bronx NY 10467 - (718) 231-8470

I Welcome, Meeting Call to Order

I Consider, Adopt June 15 CFMC Agenda

I Consider, Adopt Meeting Minutes
of March 22, 2016

IV Jerome Park Reservoir Task Force
Update

V Update on Replacement Trees
Instalied in Community

V1  Update on Croton Funded Parks Projects

VI1 FY 2017 Water Rates

VIII Croton Costs Report & Construction Update

1X Old Business

X New Business

XI Adjourn

Dan Padernacht, Chair

CFMC Representatives

CFMC Representatives

CFMC Representatives & Task
Force on Public Access

Andrew Penzi, DPR

Andrew Penzi, DPR

Eric Landau, DEP

Bernard Daly, DEP

CFMC Representatives, & Public

CFMC Representatives, & Public

Attachment 2



Attachment 3

Jerome Park Reservoir Pilot Education Program 2015 - 2016
NYC DEP Education Office
Final Report-June 9, 2016

Fall 2015 / Winter 2016 ~ School visits, assembly programs and in-class presentations

School Grade | Program Status Program Details | Date Completed
Bronx High Schoo! | 12™ | Completed 3 classes February 4, 2016
of Science 102 students total
1
DeWitt Clinton High | 10" & 127 | Completed 2 classes December 8, 2015
School | 50 students total
! ]
PS. B F ' Completed S classes i January 12 & 13, 2016
160 students total
P.S. 86 5" g e" Completed 5 classes November 24, 2015 &
140 students total December 22, 2015
P.S. 95 E . o Completed 5 classes January 22, 2016
| 150 students total
, |
i |
P.S. 95 Tl | Completed 4 classes December 14 & 15,
120 students total | 2015
1 . ) 1 il

Spring 2016 - Class tours of the Jerome Park Reservoir

Schoal Grade ’ Program Status | Program Details Date Completed
]
Bronx High School | 12% | Notscheduled | N/A N/A
of Science " {due to testing)
|
DeWitt Clinton 10" & 12" | Completed 2 classes June 2 & 3, 2016
High School 50 students total
|
P.S.8 4" | Completed 8 classes May 10, 11 & 12, 2016
234 students total
|
P.S.86 B | Completed 6 classes June 1& 2, 2016
137 students total
!
P.S. 95 398 4" | Completed 5 classes June 8 & 10, 2016
128 students total
I
P.S.95 gm " Notscheduled | N/A N/A
| (due to testing)




Jerome Reservoir Restitution Sites Attachment 4
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Attachment 6
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