NYC DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (DEP)
CROTON FACILITY MONITORING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2015 - 7:00 PM

The Croton Facility Monitoring Committee (CFMC) met on Monday, April 20, 2015 at
the DEP Office, 3660 Jerome Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467.

Welcome

Chair Adaline Walker-Santiago called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm. Attending were
Ms. Walker-Santiago, Representing Community Board #7; Father Richard Gorman,
Representing Community Board #12; Lawrence Scoones, Bronx Borough Operations
Director, Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR); Wilhelm Ronda, Representative of
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Andrew Sandler, Representative of Council Member
Andrew Cohen; Daniel Padernacht, Chair, Community Board #8; Eric Landau and Shane
Ojar, Representing the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). Also attending
were Assembly Member Jeffrey Dinowitz; members of the public; press; and city
agencies. (Attendance list is Attachment 1)

Adoption of Agenda
The evening’s agenda was adopted as prepared. (4ttachment 2)

Adoption of Minutes
The CFMC adopted the minutes of the CFMC meeting of November 25, 2014 without
change.

YVan Cortlandt Park (VCP) Wetlands Monitoring — Arne Fareth, DEP, Erin Guire,
AECOM

Mr. Fareth said that the wetlands monitoring program was initiated in 1999 to establish a
baseline during planning for the construction of the Croton Filter Plant at Mosholu. The
2004 Croton Environmental Impact Statement assumed there could be impacts to the
adjacent wetlands which are located north of the site. Ms. Guire showed the monitoring
details in several slides (Attachment 3). The monitoring showed that the wetlands are kept
healthy by natural conditions. Little city water is ever needed to supplement the natural
conditions. Assembly Member Dinowitz asked about DEP’s long term plans, if natural
conditions can’t keep the wetlands in good condition. Mr. Fareth said that city water can
be added to the wetlands through an infiltration trench, if required, and that DPR will add
the water as the agency deems necessary in the future. Karen Argenti, Ft. Independence
Park Neighborhood Association, asked about the groundwater that is discharged into the
sewer lines and whether water from the Croton Filter Plant is being or will be recirculated
to the wetlands. Mr. Fareth said that recirculation was always part of the plant’s design.
He and Ms. Guire explained that all major civil engineering work at Croton was
completed by 2010, but DEP continued to monitor the wetlands for three more years and
finalized its last monitoring report in 2014. DEP continues to take groundwater level
measurements during the growing season to determine if supplemental city water from
the infiltration trench is necessary. Once the infiltration trench is 100% completed, DPR
will operate it as necessary.




Ms. Argenti requested a copy of the wetlands monitoring report. Mr. Fareth agreed, and
it was subsequently forwarded to CFMC representatives and to Ms. Argenti. Robert
Press, Bronx News, said groundwater levels are predicted to rise, according to PlaNYC.
Mr. Scoones said that DPR is committed to properly maintain the wetlands and that staff
to conduct forest restoration is now part of the DPR baseline budget. DPR crews should
therefore be adequate to manage the wetlands. Mr. Sandler added to Mr. Scoones’
comments about forestry baseline budgeting. Sheila Sanchez, Friends of Williamsbridge
Oval Park, urged the agencies to protect wetlands from invasive plants, and said that DPR
should develop a wetlands plan. Mr. Scoones reiterated that DPR is committed to protect
the wetlands and has staff to do so. Additional comments were made by Dr. Paul
Mankiewicz, Bronx Council on Environmental Quality; Gary Axelbank, area resident;
and Fr. Gorman.

Croton Funded Parks Presentation — Andrew Penzi, DPR

Mr. Penzi summarized that $150 million of construction has been completed. $23 million
is in construction now and $11 million remains to be expended. He said that some of
these remaining projects are being combined as, for example at the Crotona Pool House
Mezzanine which is being combined with another contract on the same building, to
produce a better bid pool. Mr. Penzi showed slides of additional projects, including the

jogging path project. That project is completed and full time staff for its maintenance is
assigned.

Mr. Axelbank raised several objections and complaints to improvements at Ft.
Independence Park, and showed photos. (4ttachment 4) He objected to the unfinished
look of the unpainted handball court wall and the unnecessary fenced adjacent area
which, he said, attracts rodents. While Messrs. Scoones and Penzi said a painted
handball court wall was not in the project scope and the project had been vetted with the
Community Board before construction, DPR agreed to paint it. At the request of Bob
Bender, Community Board #8, Mr. Penzi agreed to provide the cost of adding a half
basketball court at the fence; however, under city procedures, capital work for
reconstruction or reconfiguration cannot proceed until five years after a capital project’s
completion. Mr. Penzi also said that new trees in the community would be planted under
a current trees contract, and that the Memorandum of Agreement between DEP and DPR,
along with the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) Resolution contain the
parks that were funded as Croton amenities.

Mr. Axelbank raised concerns about additional trees which, he said, were removed
without explanation at Jerome Park Reservoir (JPR). DEP and DPR agreed to
investigate. Subsequent to the meeting, CFMC representatives received additional
information from DEP about the ten trees removed from JPR for safety reasons. Ms.

Sanchez and Dr. Mankiewicz spoke about wetlands preservation and natural drainage at
JPR.

Croton Costs Report and Construction Schedule




There were no questions or comments about the costs report through March 2015
(Attachment 5).

Bemard Daly, DEP, gave the construction status (Attachment 6)

Disinfection of the Treated Water section of the New Croton Aqueduct is currently
underway in preparation for water going into distribution in May 2015. At the VCP site,
the above ground structures are now approximately 75% complete. At JPR, the noise
wall will be taken down starting later in the week. A protective tent now covers the
Microstrainer Building where demolition work is ongoing. At the Demonstration Filter
Project slab, asbestos abatement on the foundation walls will commence shortly. Mr.
Press said that construction of the Demonstration Filter Plant contained asbestos in its
materials after, he said, the federal ban on using asbestos was enacted.

Mr. Daly said there is water in JPR’s South Basin and the North Basin will be filled on
as-needed basis by the Bureau of Water and Sewer Operations (BWSO), DEP’s
operating bureau.

Because Shaft 3 is over 100 years old, there have been delays in completing Shaft 3 work
located partly beneath Goulden Ave and Sedgwick Ave. Some of the essential structural
elements and equipment at Shaft 3 are in poor condition and must be replaced as they
cannot be repaired. Replacement parts are not off-the-shelf and take time to be
manufactured, shipped and installed. Nevertheless, the eastbound right lane closure
along Sedgwick Ave will be restored to traffic in May 2015. DEP will restore the
sidewalks and curbs at this location and will leave the area improved. DEP looked at the
condition of the roadway on Goulden Ave and will repave the areas disturbed by the
Croton project, as provided in the project scope. Anthony Rivieccio, Community Board
#7, questioned the agency’s decision not to repave the entire roadway. Mr. Ojar said that
repaving of the entire roadway would be NYC Department of Transportation’s
(NYCDOT) responsibility and could be done if they were to mill/pave it or perform a
capital project. Mr. Padernacht said he will submit photos and speak about the condition
of Goulden Ave at the next CFMC meeting.

There was a discussion about the JPR eastern wall repairs which will be part of a new
DEP contract. Mr. Landau said the wall repairs will be subject to public review at the
Community Board and at the CFMC. Mr. Padernacht asked for documents that show the
wall must be repaired. Mr. Daly and Mr. Fareth said the problem was identified by an
engineering company hired under the CRO-3120S-G contract which performed field
inspection work from 2009 to 2012. This inspection also involved sections of the Old
and New Croton Aqueducts in the vicinity of JPR. DEP confirmed, using seismographic
reports, that blasting for the Distribution Chamber did no damage at JPR. Comments
about public access to JPR were made by Assembly Member Dinowitz, Fr Gorman, Mr.
Padernacht, Mr. Axelbank, Mr. Press, and Mr. Ojar.

Mr. Axelbank said he wants an item on public access to JPR to appear on every CFMC
meeting agenda. No one objected.



Christina Taylor, Friends of Van Cortlandt Park, requested that at VCP, DEP remove the
snow fence at the north end of the project. She also praised Assembly Member Dinowitz
for adding funds to the NYS Budget for the design and construction of a Pedestrian
Bridge over the Major Deegan Expressway to connect the areas of VCP. Mr. Axelbank
commended Fr Gorman for coming to the CFMC meeting despite having health issues.

Mr. Landau was asked to have Commissioner Emily Lloyd meet with the CFMC, and
Mr. Landau said he would try to schedule it. Mr. Landau was asked to arrange a tour of
the Croton Filter Plant, and he said he will look into it for CFMC members.

New York City Water Rates for FY 2016

Mr. Landau said the NYC Water Board is holding public hearings in all boroughs on a
proposal for a small water rate increase, in fact it is proposed to be the smallest increase
in 10 years. (Hearings are on Attachment 7) Mr. Padernacht had previously asked for a
summary of water rate increases during the past 10 years, and DEP provided it (see
Attachment 8). For a single family homeowner, the average water/sewer increase would
mean a current average bill of $1025 would go to $1058 if this increase gets adopted.
Mr. Landau said the Water Board has established a Water Assistance Program for
qualified property owners seeking financial relief, and there is a small discount if an
owner pays water charges on line.

In response to Mr. Padernacht’s question about Croton’s impact on proposed water rates,
Mr. Landau and Mr. Ojar said that the Water Board estimates (based on a $3.2 billion
Croton construction cost) 4% of a homeowner’s average bill would be due to Croton.
The Independent Budget Office estimated (based on a $3.7 billion Croton construction
cost) 5% of a homeowner’s average bill would be attributable to the Croton project. Mr.
Landau said the Water Board expects to vote on an increase in May.

Next Meeting

Dates for a May 14 meeting (without DEP attending) and for an official meeting on June
11 were set. Note: the May 14 meeting was cancelled at the request of the Chair, and the
June 11 meeting was rescheduled for June 22.

The meeting adjourned at 9:25pm.
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Agenda

Croton Facility Monitoring Committee Meeting

Monday, April 20, 2015 — 7:00 PM
DEP Office - 3660 Jerome Avenue, Bronx NY 10467 - (718) 231-8470

I Welcome and Call to Order

II Consider, Adopt April CFMC Agenda

III Consider, Adopt 11/25/14 Meeting Minutes

IV Presentation on Wetlands Monitoring
At Van Cortlandt Park Site

V Update on Croton-Funded Parks Projects

VI Croton Costs Report & Construction Schedule
VII Discussion - Old Business

VI Discussion - New Business

Proposed NYC Water Rates
For FY 2016

IX CFMC Discussion &.Set Date of Next
CFMC Meeting

X Adjourn

Adaline Walker-Santiago, Chair

CFMC Representatives

CFMC Representatives

Arne Fareth, DEP

Andrew Penzi, DPR

Bernard Daly, DEP

CFMC Representatives, Agencies &
Public

Eric Landau, DEP

CFMC Representatives

Attachment 2
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